
JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
DECEMBER 11, 2018 

 
Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Dean Locke, Noel Dodge 
Absent: Denise Krause, Eric Nuse, Hillary Emick, Jackie Stanton, Laura Branca (on leave) 
Guests: Jacob Vandorn, Kelly Vandorn 
 
The November minutes were approved.  
The Christmas Bird Count, membership, and the annual report were added to the agenda. 
 
  BUDGET 
  Lois drew up the budget for $3000, which includes a town allocation of $1500. It describes 
ongoing and planned expenditures. We’ll ask that any carryover at the end of the year will be 
put into the Conservation Reserve Fund. 
  A motion was passed to accept the budget proposal. 
 
McCUIN ISLAND 
  Noel arranged for state biologist Eric Sorenson to spend the day on June 20, 2019 surveying 
the island. We can attend.  
  Noel informed us that there is another island in the Lamoille with a rare natural community 
behind the Morris farm. We should canoe to this silver maple/ostrich fern floodplain forest and 
have a look. Don’t tell VRC. 
 
PRINDLE TRAIL 
  Prindle is a deer wintering habitat, so Noel suggested we should limit winter activity there in 
order to protect it. It was decided that we won’t leave trail maps for Prindle at the library but 
will leave those for Gomo and Journey’s End. Journey’s End is also a deer wintering area but, 
unfortunately, it’s too late to keep people out of it.  
 
GOMO 
  Apple tree release in December was a bust. Whose idea was that anyway? It’ll have to wait 
until the frost is gone. 
 
CONSERVATION RESERVE FUND 
  Hey Eric, where’s that framework for the Fund? Los is waiting! Town Meeting is right around 
the corner! 
  Noel offered to put the basic facts about how the donated money would be spent on Facebook 
and Front Porch Forum to stimulate interest from the public. 
 Sue offered to write the letters to donors for tax purposes. 
 
MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE 
  Tonight was a perfect example: some people gave no notice or last-second notice of non-
attendance. We nearly missed having a quorum, not to mention our Christmas bash had no 
crowd. Lois needs notice of non-attendance in a timely fashion. A few of us have missed more 
meetings than they’ve attended; there are restrictions around attendance in our bylaws. Lois 
will speak with those folks and ask them to reconsider membership before the March meeting 
of the Selectboard. That is when volunteers are reappointed to the boards.  



  We discussed changing the lineup of officers and the opinion was unanimous that Lois should 
remain as chair and that Sue should write the minutes. (In the first instance, there would be a 
mass uprising if Lois tried to step down and in the second, nobody else will do it.)  
 
ANNUAL REPORT 
  Lois handed round a draft of the report and asked for comments, which she got from Noel and 
Dean. They will rewrite a couple of sections and send it to her. 
 
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
  Lamoille County’s version of the 120th CBC will be held on Saturday, December 29. Sector 
Leader Noel will send out the forms and information. Let him know what areas you want to 
cover. 
 
EAB AT BEARD’S 
  Sue brought up knotweed removal at Beard’s Recreation this spring. The infestation there is 
on the edge of becoming out of control and we may be able to get rid of it before it’s too late. 
Are there grants for herbicide treatment available? Sue will ask Lea. We could pursue the goat 
idea again?  
   
MISC 

 The Christmas potluck was perfect! We had a small group with Christmas spirit and 
plenty of standout yummies. Thanks Kelly and Jacob for the Swedish meatballs! 

 We missed the Library Christmas tree. 
 Noel will brush hog the remainder of Gomo. His tractor will go anywhere. Sounds like an 

opportunity for a picnic. 
 Dean suggested buying our own equipment and storing it. No decision was reached. 

 The Selectboard will be making plans for the Goodwin House. We’ll ask for storage 
space there. It’s high time we got more respect than the bottom file cabinet drawer. 

 There has been no further contact from Hunter Garland. 
 
TO DO LIST: 

 Eric will provide the paperwork for the Conservation Reserve Fund. 
 Dean and Noel will rewrite the offending sections of the annual report and send them to 

Lois. 
 Sue will contact Lea about  possible grants for invasives removal. 

 
Adjourned at 8:35. 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 8, 2019 at the Library at 6:45. 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 


