
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
JUNE 16, 2015 

6:30 AT THE LIBRARY 
 

PRESENT: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Eric Nuse, Louise von Weise, Ann Marie Bahr 
ABSENT: Noel Dodge 
GUEST: Hannah Bober 
 
The May minutes were approved. 
 
JOURNEY’S END UPDATE 
  Horses ridden on the trail while it was muddy have caused damage. In order to safeguard it 
we will need to establish rules as to who uses the trail and when. 
  Including two team leaders, nine members of the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps will 
begin work on June 22, 2015. They plan to do a one hour education session each day and have 
invited the CC to perhaps attend one and share experiences.  
  Lydia would like to use the original trail at the descent to the falls rather than the one laid 
out by Nick Prechel, as the ground is already disturbed there. Stone steps will be built. 
  Regarding the bridge:  Lydia will need to effect a change in the grant, allowing the bridge to 
be built; this may take up to 30 days. She’s also looking into getting a permit, which may also 
take a month.  
 
KNOTWEED REMOVAL AT LARAWAY 
  Laraway’s Backpack Group will work on Laraway property on Mondays and Tuesdays during 
the summer. Hannah has asked us to start the group off with a talk on invasives control. Our 
concerns are that the project be taken seriously by Laraway staff and students in order to use 
our time judiciously. Can the kids and staff be made to understand that successful knotweed 
removal is a commitment of time? Hannah promises an orientation for the group before our 
presence there and will facilitate the program in any way she can; she thinks it can work. 
  Sue and Lois will do a one hour presentation at 10:30 on a Monday or Tuesday morning. 
  The knotweed problem at Journey’s End is getting worse. Can we get the Boy Scouts to help 
with that? Hannah will let us know if perhaps the Cambridge Boy Scouts would be interested.  
 
KIOSKS 
  Eric sent the picture of the slatted kiosk that we approved to Cal and hasn’t heard back; 
he’ll follow up. We also need to know what Cal needs for materials. 
 We decided that we’d like to see the kiosks in place by August 30. 
  Time spent building the kiosks will count toward the in-kind match for the grant. 
 
SUMMER PROJECTS 
  Gomo: The trails are in pretty good shape. We will do some clearing and brush hogging 
around the homestead site and cut saplings from the stone walls. We may want to do some 
cutting around the beaver dam. Apple tree release will be done in the fall.  
  It will soon be time to revisit Gomo’s management plan. 
  Beard’s Swimming Hole: The Vermont River Conservancy has a $60,000 grant from Vermont 
Housing and Conservation, leaving +/-$15,000 to be raised. Louise suggested it be named 
‘Beard’s Beach’. Lois pointed out that the Beard family wishes to retain the name in the 
parcel’s title.  
  Tuesday Nite Live: Lydia may want space on our tables for a display advertising the Beard’s 
property. We can use pictures of the swimming hole. 



 

 

REGIONAL COORDINATION OF CONSERVATION COMMISSIONS 
  No progress. Lois will get in touch with Kim Komer.  
 
RIIPT GETS A GRANT 
  The Regional Invasive Insect Preparedness Team got a $5000 grant with which to create new 
outreach materials, including four short videos. It was suggested that one might be aimed at 
kids and could be followed up with an activity and workbook based on the video. Maybe 
college students could help? Becca Johnson could help, too?  
  Different ways to get the videos into the public were mentioned, including WCAX’s Across 
the Fence and Cable Access TV. Sue will talk to Kyle Nuse about getting them on social 
media.  
  Now’s the chance to get famous by starring in a video! Prepare to sign up! 
 
READING GROUP 
  Ann Marie talked to Jeanne Engel about getting a reading group together and Jeanne said 
the Library would support it. Eventually it’ll get off the ground.  
 
JOURNEY’S END GRANT MATCH 
  Everybody should be keeping track of time spent working on the trail work, even if it’s just 
talk. So far we’ve spent 5 hours (each person) in Eden on May 17 cutting cedar, 2 hours (Lois 
and Sue) reviewing cedar availability in Eden, 4 hours clearing the trail on May ?, 2 hours 
doing site review on May 8, 1 hour each at May and June meetings. Many more hours have 
been spent by Lois and Eric. Cal Stanton, Nat Kinney, and three college students with the 
SERVE program also put in hours.  
 
MISC: 

 Eric will be away for the July and August meetings, which means that everybody else 
had better show up or we won’t have a quorum.  

 The Paddler’s trail folks have created new portage trails and signage at Dog’s Head 
and Sloping Falls. They’re building a bridge over a ditch as part of a trail.  

 Lamoille County Planning Commission has sent out a form to Lois about work on 
invasives. 

 Eric will give Sue a name of someone in Fish and Wildlife who might be able to 
provide materials for TNL displays. 

 This was a potluck meeting, which was pleasant and fun! 
 
 
Adjourned at 8:15. The next meeting will be Thursday, July 16 at the Library at 6:30. 
 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary. 


