
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION..DECEMBER 16, 2014..6:30 PM at the LIBRARY 
 
Present: Lois Frey, Eric Nuse, Sue Lovering, Ann Marie Bahr, Noel Dodge 
Absent: Carley Coolidge, Louise von Weis, Cynthia Perry 
 
The November minutes have been approved. 
 
Jeanne Engel has stepped down after having been a CC member since its inception. 
Thanks, Jeanne, for all you have done. We’ll miss you. 
 
TRACKING SURVEY 
  Eric has obtained information from Jim Anders on how they have run their tracking 
survey in Salisbury for five years. We will use it as a guide to do a day-long pilot 
tracking survey in Johnson this winter along Route 15 and the Rail trail, as well as on 
some back roads.  
  Noel suggested we look at the Agency of Natural Resources database to compare 
ratings of crossing potential on Johnson’s roads. 
  We’ll discuss this in more detail and set a date at the January meeting. 
 
PADDLER’S TRAIL 
  52 people attended the recent organizational meeting held by Eric and Noah Pollack. 
A couple of new people joined the group. They’ll be planning similar meetings in the 
Milton and Hardwick areas in order to widen the interest in the Trail at those ends of 
the Lamoille. 
  The LANDS report of the Paddler’s project is not out yet. 
 
CBC 
  The Christmas Bird Count is on Sunday, December 28 and Noel will be coordinating 
it. He reports a Harris’ Sparrow in southern Vermont…we knew it! 
 
BUDGET 
  We’ll ask for $1500 for a possible match for a grant. 2014’s only expenditures were 
$250 for brush hogging and $100 for Greenup Day. 
 
JOURNEY’S END GRANT 
  We’ve learned that the grant meant to pay the VYCC next year to build the 
Journey’s End trail is not the sure thing we had assumed it to be. We won’t know till 
June, 2015 whether it’ll be approved. We could approach the LANDS program about 
doing it for us, and at a lower cost than the VYCC. Emily Brodsky will contact Lois 
with some possible numbers. 
 
WINTER CARNIVAL? YES OR NO? 
  Will it happen or won’t it? Nobody knows right now. Whether or not, we can do a 
snowshoe trek at Journey’s End in February. 
 
 



 

 

KNOTWEED 
  Ann Marie reports that resveratrol is being used for curing Lyme’s Disease. Word is 
that High Mowing Seeds is doing something with it; Ann Marie will find out what that 
is. 
  We discussed cooking with knotweed and making wine out of it as ways of 
interesting people in learning about this invasive. 
 
CC and FACEBOOK 
  Lois is doing a folder for Gomo and Journey’s End for our new Facebook page. Noel 
did his darnedest to teach us the ins and outs of Facebook with little result in some 
cases. (That would be Sue and Lois.) 
 
MISC: 
  The Library’s Christmas tree was just beautiful and we celebrated the season with 
chocolates and Ingrid Nuse’s spice cookies. 
  We’ll talk about the Johnson Tree Inventory final report and the LANDS Invasive 
species report at the January meeting. 
 
Adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 20 at the Library. 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 


