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 Powerhouse Demolit ion
After several years of testing and planning, demolit ion of the former Powerhouse Building began on Tuesday, 
August 20th with the bulk of the building demolit ion is now completed.  Based on the results of testing and 
the recommendations of experts, the Village Trustees determined that removing the building was in the best 
interest of public safety and environmental protection. To comply with federal and state requirements for the 
removal and disposal of building materials containing asbestos, lead, PCBs, and PAHs, the Village hired fully 
qualified enviromental contractors to oversee and conduct the demolit ion and proper disposal of the building 
materials at a hazardous waste facility. At the conclusion of the building demolit ion, we anticipate needing to 
perform additional testing of the area to determine if further remediation of the site is needed before we can 
consider future uses of the parcel.

 New Fire Department Rescue Vehicle
The Village of Johnson Fire Department took delivery of a new rescue vehicle on August 15th as a 
replacement for a 15-year old vehicle that had been encountering engine and metal fatigue from overloading 
due to increased workload demands. The replacement vehicle was a planned purchase that was included in 
the Fire Department's long-term capital equipment plan and was approved by Village voters at the 2018 
Annual VIllage meeting. As the primary vehicle for transporting firefighters to emergency scenes, the truck 
responds to nearly all of the Fire Department's 911 calls. The vehicle also carries a majority of the small 
equipment needed to respond to an emergency, including air packs and hydraulic rescue tools (jaws of life). In 
order to avoid the overloading challenges faced with the previous vehicle, the new truck has a more rugged 
engine and chassis, an on-board generator, and increased scene lighting, which will better position the Fire 
Department to respond to the community's emergency  situations well into the future.

See reverse for more info
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 Benefits of Public Power
2019 marks the 125th anniversary of the Village of Johnson and its Water & Light 
Department, providing electric service to Johnson residents as a municipal utility. The 
provision of electric service by municipal utilit ies is known as "public power" and Johnson 
Water & Light is one of thirteen municipal electric utilit ies in Vermont.

 Johnson Information & Market ing Materials

 Fall Safety Reminders
As summer comes to an end, we look ahead to the fall season. Like summer, fall presents its own safety 
considerations.  Here are a few reminders for a safe and healthy fall:

- With school back in session, watch out for stopped buses on the road, kids walking to school, and 
waiting at the bus stop. 

- Fall is the start of flu season.  The American Medical Association recommends everyone 6 months and 
older  get a flu vaccine by the end of October. 

- Daylight Savings Time ends on the first Sunday in November at 2:00 AM, so remember to set your 
clocks back one hour. The changing of clocks is a great time to also check the battery in your smoke/CO 
alarm and also to check its age to see if it is time to replace the whole unit. 

- With darkness coming earlier in the day, you may find yourself spending more time driving in the dark.  
Here are some tips to aid in nighttime driving: Make sure your headlights are clean,  dim your 
dashboard, clean the windshield,  and slow down to compensate for reduced visibility.

 Pearl Street Sidewalk Update
In July, the Village Trustees voted on the final design for the Pearl Street Sidewalk Reconstruction project.   
The current  project plans can be seen at ht tp://townofjohnson.com/documents/plans/  and the main 
components of the project are:

- Reconstruction of all sidewalks within the project area to meet ADA specifications. The new 
sidewalks will be concrete and at least five feet wide. 

- The addition of a 6-inch concrete curb on the east side of Clay Hill from the corner of School Street 
until the sidewalk ends in front of 50 Clay Hill. 

- The addition of a 6-inch concrete curb on the west side of Pearl Street from 125 Pearl Street to the 
crosswalk in front of 5 Clay Hill. 

- Re-establishment of a green strip between the new curb and the sidewalk on the east side of 
Clay Hill from the corner of School Street until the sidewalk ends in front of 50 Clay Hill. 

Public power offers unique advantages as compared to the larger non-municipal utilit ies in Vermont, 
including local decision-making and  often lower electric rates. Johnson Water & Light is managed within 
the community through our local government, the Village Trustees, with all business conducted in public 
meetings that community members are free to attend at any time. In most circumstances, Johnson's 
residential rates are lower than those of those of Vermont's non-municipal utilit ies. A typical household 
using 500 kWh per month who is a Johnson Water & Light customer will usually pay approximately 
10-30%  less  versus a customer of Vermont's larger non-municipal utilit ies.
Reminder:  Johnson Water & Light customers are eligible for several rebates offered through the Vermont 
Public Power Suppy Authority (VPPSA). Currently, rebates are available on the purchase of electric 
vehicles. cold-climate heat pumps, and heat pump water heaters.  To learn more about the rebates, please 
go to ht tps://vppsa.com/resources/rebate-forms/  or call Julia Leopold at 802-884-4488.

As a coordinated effort amongst the Village, Town, and Johnson Works, two peices of Johnson marketing 
materials have been produced. The first is a local attractions flyer, which includes information on local 
businesses, parks, natural resources, and arts & cultural opportunities. The other is a Business Resource 
Pamphlet that is intended for those looking to start or grow a business in Johnson and includes information 
on locally managed loan programs, state tax credits, and federal programs. If you are hosting guests or an 
event in Johnson, please consider handing out the local attractions flyer and if you or someone you know 
has an entreprennurial spirit and is interested in building a business in Johnson, please consult the 
Business Resource Pamphlet. Both publications are available at ht tp://townofjohnson.com/news
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