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 BLESSING THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 
 
This week, many of our school districts began the school year. The clothes have been bought, 

the new backpacks are slung on the shoulders. Teachers and administrators welcomed new and  

returning students to their schoolyards and classrooms. In this way, it’s a typical year. 

 

There are ways that this year is untypical. Last school year was an unprecedented one with 

some, most, or all of the school year done remotely or online. Children’s learning was 

interrupted by the changes. For some, not having to endure a day physically at school was a 

blessing, while for many others, it was a challenge at home. Teachers were often stretched to 

the max with teaching in different environments that they were well not supported for. 

 

We also know that COVID-19, and its delta variant is making its way into our community, 

making planning harder as schools seek to keep our young people safe. I don’t envy school 

administrators as they make decisions for students, teachers and staff in a changing time. 

 

All the more reason, then, for the rest of us to support families and schools at this time. What 

can we do? First, we can drop a note to any of the children in our congregation who are starting 

a new school year. Mail a card saying that you are praying for them and their studies. Second, 

let those in our congregation who are teachers or on staff at schools that we pray for them too. 

 

Third, let us hold our schools and leaders in prayer as they make decisions for all. 

 

Let us pray: 

Gracious God, we come to you at the beginning of this academic year 

with our many feelings, expectations, fears and hopes.  

Help us to remember, however, we have the comforting 

assurance from you: “I will always be with you.” 

 

Loving God, for all it is a time of transition, 

from the work and leisure of summer back to the classroom. 

It is transition from time spent with family and friends. 

Give us patience with ourselves as we transition as well as  

patience with one another. 

 

Faithful God, this beginning is totally new for some among us. 

Turn the anxiety about academics to a quiet confidence in the way 

you have blessed us in the past. 

Give us a new perspective to see persons, events, and academic work as an 

invitation to develop the many gifts you have given us to be used in service for others. 

Amen. 

 

Blessings and light, Renée 



 

The Men’s Group will meet on Tuesday, August 10, at 11:30 am at  

Applebees.  Sonny Coble will provide entertainment. 

For more information contact Mario Gonzales, 520-234-6004 or Tom Mathias,          

520-678-1626. 

 

Memorial service for Kim Fox   

Faith Presbyterian Church  

10:00 A.M.  

Saturday, August 14, 2021 

 

A maximum of 90 people will be allowed in the sanctuary for the service.  
Please call or email the office to make a reservation to attend.  520-378-9400 

faithsecsv@gmail.com 
 

A buffet luncheon, provided by the family, will 

follow the service at La Casita on Fry Blvd.   

You are invited to come and bring your     

memories of Kim. 

~ Memories…...Memories! ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Worship starts at 10:30 am Sunday morning 

• If fully vaccinated:  masks are optional 

• If not vaccinated:  masks are mandatory 

• Singing is permitted with or without a mask 

• Hymnals are back in the pews 

• No coffee hour or nursery available at this time 

• Come and enjoy worship at Faith Presbyterian! 



Faith Presbyterian 
Church 

Is offering a day of fellowship at 

 

 Featuring 

      “Frankenstein” 
 

Sunday, 19 September 2021, 3:00 PM Ticket Prices: 

 $26.03 Adults (13 & over) 

The Gaslight Theater $23.86 Senior, Military & Student (13 & over) 

7010 East Broadway, Tucson, AZ $15.16 Children (12 & under) 

 

If you had a reservation for the February performance (cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic) 
you were called to confirm your seats for this performance.  

    52 Seats have been reserved / 22 seats are sold 

Tickets sold and seat assignments made on a first-come,            
first-serve basis with payment. 

Closing date for reservations and payment is Sunday, 29 August 2021. 

                               Make checks payable to:  Janis Wheat 

 

Please indicate if you can transport church members who may need a ride. 

For reservations, a sign-up sheet is in the Narthex, or call Janis Wheat, 417-0310. 

 

~ CONGRATULATIONS! ~ 

MariaIsabel Garcia recently received 

her Doctorate in Educational Psychology 

from Walden University. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Faith Presbyterian and the St. Vincent DePaul Backpack Program 2021. 

 
It is our desire to reach out to those who are in need in our community. This is our seventh year of participa-
tion in supporting the St. Vincent DePaul Society backpack program. This backpack program is specifically fo-
cused on the homeless. 

 

Here is a brief background of how the Faith Presbyterian Church (FPC) first became involved in this program. 
In 2015, the church had its first “The Church Has Left the Building” event. Part of the event was a visit to the 
St. Vincent DePaul Society and their food bank. The tour included an explanation of their backpack program, 
and how few funds were allotted to help the immediate needs of the homeless. Sandy Brown, a deacon of the 
FPC at the time, was very inspired by the needs she saw there, and she decided to act. Thus, our church’s 
backpack effort was born. Sandy Brown is evidence that one person can make a big difference in many peo-
ple’s lives.    

 

Last year, we donated-filled 75 backpacks to the St. Vincent DePaul Society. We ask your generous participa-
tion in this year’s event. Please note that beside cash donations, you can also donate the items listed on this 
sheet. The donated funds will be used to fill what items are not donated. The backpacks are being donated 
this year by an anonymous person. 
 

• Donations in cash: please write a check to the church with “backpack” in the memo line, or donate online 
by going to our church website, faithpresb.com and select the “Give now” button. There is a selection for 
donating primarily to purchase the backpacks. 

 

• Donations in items: please put your items in the decorated container that is provided outside the narthex 
doors. The church office hours are Monday through Friday 9:00a.m.-2:00p.m.  

 

We are collecting donations for the St. Vincent DePaul Society from July 25th through August 22nd. Thank 
you for your participation! 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Deacon Pam Winters at 419-707-2908. 

 

Backpack Items for the Homeless 

(We are collecting for men, women, and children.) 

        Clothing can be new; or recently washed; or gently used: 

• Baseball or sun hats 

• Socks 

• Long or short sleeved T-shirts Size Large 
 

Personal Care Items: 

• Toothpaste   Sun screen or sunblock   Can openers 

• Toothbrushes  Deodorant    Small flashlights 

• Washcloths   Body Lotion    Batteries 

• Bar soap with holder  Combs     Small writing pads & pens 

• Wet wipes   Tampons    Ziplock gallon storage bags 

• Hand sanitizer  Lip balm-jars and tubes   Decks of cards 



 

~ REMINDER ~ 
Have your loved ones     

received their COVID-19 
vaccine yet? 

Here is some information to pass along to others:  
 

COVID-19 vaccines are free and proven to be safe and effective in 
reducing the spread of COVID-19 virus.  Vaccines are now available to 
everyone in and around our communities. 

 

Chiricahua Community Health Centers hold daily walk-in hours Monday 
- Saturday from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  Call 520-364-1429 for information. 

 

To find and register for an upcoming vaccine appointment of your 
choice you may: 

 

• Use the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) online     
portal:  https://podvaccine.azdhs.gov/ 

• Call the ADHS hotline:  1-844-542-8201 

• Email publichealth@cochise.az.gov 

• Contact local healthcare providers 
 

Over 90% of new COVID-19 cases in Arizona  

involve people who are not fully vaccinated! 

   

   ~ Congregational Meeting ~ 

    Sunday, August 29, 2021 

 

There will be a Congregational Meeting in the sanctuary after the worship 

service on Sunday, August 29.  The purpose of the meeting is to reduce the 

number of Elders and Deacons to 9 members each. 

 


