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Helping the World: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

Each year our church receives an offering for One Great Hour of Sharing, and often we forget where those funds 
go. This week, our Presbyterian News Service tells of how our church is responding to the aftermath of the earth-
quake and tropical storm in Haiti. Here’s some of what was reported: 

Since the 7.2-magnitude earthquake hit Haiti Saturday, people have been sleeping outside waiting for possible 
aftershocks. When tropical storm Grace hit Monday, they had yet another horrible choice to make. 

“Imagine drenching, pouring water. People under tarps huddled together, holding their babies and screaming 
‘Amwey’, which means ‘help,’” said Cindy Corell, mission co-worker who has lived in Haiti since 2013. “Remember 
that even in regions not devastated by the earthquake, people still had been sleeping outside for fear of after-
shocks. With the rain falling, many people chose to go back into their houses or sit in the cold rain with their chil-
dren.” 

According to a fact sheet issued Tuesday by USAID, 1,419 people have died (by Wednesday morning the death 
toll had been raised to more than 2,000). In addition, more than 6,900 have been injured, 83,300 homes have 
been destroyed and 2.2 million Haitians have been exposed to violent aftershocks. 

Since the pandemic, Corell has been sheltering-in-place in the U.S. but continues to work with partners in Haiti on 
a daily basis, including Fabienne Jean of FONDAMA, a longtime PC(USA) partner. FONDAMA is a network of 11 
organizations that works all over the country, especially in the south and Grand Anse, the areas most affected by 
the earthquake, working to provide a rapid response to those who are in the streets and who have multiple needs. 

Jean told Corell that the Haitian people don’t feel they are in control of anything right now. The tropical storm has 
pushed people into tight spaces, but they cannot practice prevention because there are no masks and no way to 
socially distance, so the threat of COVID-19 increases. 

Since the earthquake hit, the Rev. Edwin González-Castillo, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance’s associate for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, has been coordinating with several partners in the area, including David Guervil, con-
sultant for program monitoring in Haiti, on the ground in country working for PDA. Solidarity grants from PDA have 
already been sent to two partners, FONDAMA (Hands Together Foundation in Haiti) and APPUI AU DÉVELOPPE-
MENT LOCAL EN HAITI (Local Support and Development in Haiti). Those funds will be used to provide water, 
food, hygiene kits, blankets and first aid kits. 

Guervil, who is from the southern part of the country, where the damage was most severe, has close relatives in 
the region. Although they lost their homes, they were able to escape severe injuries. 

“The needs are beyond imaginable,” said González-Castillo. “Our siblings in Haiti have been facing many difficul-
ties that are made worse when you have a pandemic added to it. From economic crisis, social and political unrest, 
an earthquake and a tropical storm, the situation in Haiti is devastating. An urgent response is needed, and PDA is 
committed to provide assistance through our partners in the areas of need. Any donation to contribute to this re-
sponse is a blessing to our siblings in this country.” 

Prayer: Thank you, God, for mission co-workers who act on our behalf in places that are so in need of help. May 
our hearts and wallets continue to be generous to assist people who need it now. Amen  

_____________________________________ 

1 “PDA, World Mission and global partners work together to help the most vulnerable” by Kathy Melvin | Presbyterian News Service 

https://www.usaid.gov/crisis/haiti/fy21/fs2
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/hunger/internationaldevelopment/joininghands/joining-hands-country-profiles/haiti-jh/
https://id-ong.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/haiti-dl-oct-2019.pdf
https://id-ong.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/haiti-dl-oct-2019.pdf


 

The Men’s Group will meet on Tuesday, August 24, at 11:30 am at  

Chilies.  The resident humorous will be in charge of entertainment. 

For more information contact Mario Gonzales, 520-234-6004 or Tom Mathias,          

520-678-1626. 

 

 

 

Barb Adams, a long time member of Faith, was in Hospice 

 Care for a few days.  On Saturday evening, August 14  

she made her final ascension into heaven  

and became part of the Great Cloud of Witnesses.  

A memorial service is pending.  

~Faith Presbyterian and the St. Vincent dePaul Backpack Program 2021~ 

The deadline for receiving items for the Backpack Program 

is Sunday, August 22.   

Monetary donations are also welcomed. 

Thank you to those who have given so generously. 

~ Congregational Meeting ~ 

Sunday, August 29, 2021 

 

There will be a Congregational Meeting in the sanctuary after the 

worship service on Sunday, August 29.  The purpose of the meeting 

is to reduce the number of Elders and Deacons to 9 members each. 

 

SEEKING WORSHIP LEADERS 

We are returning to sign-ups for worship leaders beginning August 29 -  

     the sign-up sheet is in the narthex.   

Both experienced and new folks are welcome to participate.   

           We provide everything you need to succeed!   

          Elders are required for Communion Sundays. 



Faith Presbyterian 
Church 

Is offering a day of fellowship at 

 

 Featuring 

      “Frankenstein” 
 

Sunday, 19 September 2021, 3:00 PM Ticket Prices: 

 $26.03 Adults (13 & over) 

The Gaslight Theater $23.86 Senior, Military & Student (13 & over) 

7010 East Broadway, Tucson, AZ $15.16 Children (12 & under) 

 

If you had a reservation for the February performance (cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic) 
you were called to confirm your seats for this performance.  

    52 Seats have been reserved / 22 seats are sold 

Tickets sold and seat assignments made on a first-come,            
first-serve basis with payment. 

Closing date for reservations and payment is Sunday, 29 August 2021. 

                               Make checks payable to:  Janis Wheat 

 

Please indicate if you can transport church members who may need a ride. 

For reservations, a sign-up sheet is in the Narthex, or call Janis Wheat, 417-0310. 

 

Please note several items 

have been added to 

the Sunday bulletin. 

 

Also, an asterisk (*) will 

let you know when it is 

time to stand up 

(if you are able) 



 

Women – Let’s Study the Bible Together! 

I’d like to have a monthly Bible Study using the new Presbyterian Women’s Bible study, start-
ing next month. The current plan would be to meet in person (with masks if needed) at the 
church. The study is called What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the women in 
Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus. 

What do the following women have in common? 

A woman who acted as a prostitute to be faithful to her family. 

A prostitute. 

A foreign migrant. 

A woman taken for a man’s sexual pleasure. 

An unwed mother who flees as a refugee. 

Each of these women are found in Jesus’ genealogy in the Gospel of Matthew! The women 
are Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba and Mary, the mother of Jesus. 

The television program “Finding Your Roots” shows how the fascinating stories of people’s 
ancestors influence identity. Courage, hardship, villainy and artistry are discovered in the 
treasure trove of the past, and people’s view of themselves is expanded, challenged and en-
riched. In the genealogy of Jesus, our view of God is also enlarged, challenged and deep-
ened with our focus on Jesus’ grandmothers and mother. Our author, Merryl Blair, takes us 
on a journey to discover the significance of these five vulnerable, ordinary and resourceful 
women. All would have been judged or used harshly, yet they ensure that God’s plan will be 
fulfilled. 

The five women prefigure Jesus’ own ministry to people not deemed acceptable. In them we 
glimpse the “startlingly newness of the Realm of God … a realm that requires us constantly 
to question our areas of exclusion and our points of prejudice” (page 80). Rather interesting, 
don’t you think? 

Let me know if you’re interested, and we’ll work out a date each month 
that works for most or all! The Study is $10 each. 

Pastor Renée (415-713-3047; rrico@aol.com) 

 

Do you have a cane at home that you are not using?  Faith needs canes to 

share with others.  Don’t throw your cane away - donate it to the church. 



 

Used car in good shape needed! 

If you have one that you are willing 

to sell, please contact 

 MariaIsabel Garcia 520-236-9281 or 

      pabilag@gmail.com 

 

           Thank you once again 

  to Bob and Karen Thompson 

     for their weekly ministry 

   changing the words on the  

    sign in front of the church. 

Faith’s college youth are going back to school.   

Let’s send them some cards of encouragement as they continue their education.  

  

  Patricia Garcia 

  525 S. Forest Avenue  #705 

  Tempe, AZ  85281 

 

 

 

      

 Jesse Carter 

 240 W. Saunders Drive  #163 

 Flagstaff, AZ  86001 

Patricia is the oldest daughter 

of MariaIsabel Garcia. 

She is studying at Arizona 

State University in Tempe. 

Jesse is the son of Richard and 

Heather Carter. 

He is studying at Northern       

Arizona University in Flagstaff. 


