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Stretching Lessons: Where is God Calling You to Grow? 

 

This week in worship we will be examining the story of Peter and Cornelius during the time of 
the early church. Cornelius was a Roman centurion – an officer in charge of 100 men. He was 
something called a God-fearer – a gentile person who was attracted to the Jewish faith, but re-
mained an outsider. 

 

All that changed when Cornelius experienced a vision that led him to the apostle Paul, who 
tried to put him off at first, but then realized that God had brought Cornelius to him to receive 
the gift of baptism and full belonging in the new “way” of Jesus.  It was a powerful act borne of 
God’s leading, and it changed everything for Cornelius and his household. No longer would he 
be on the outside of the Lord’s tradition. Now he would belong fully, including all the men and 
women in his household.  

 

It wasn’t a strategic decision by either man – each of them was convicted by the power of God’s 
spirit to follow where it led, even when it seemed that some rules would be broken. For indeed, 
this act of welcoming Cornelius and his household into the fellowship of the way would have 
tremendous ramifications. 

 

For us today, I wonder what kind of stretching we might be called to after the time of pandemic. 
So much of our world shrank over the past year, as we refrained from travel, from gathering 
with friends and family, and even our church’s worship. We learned the art of nesting during this 
time. 

 

Now, the question is more “What am I called to risk?” How we answer the question is certainly 
based on our health history, and what is reasonable. In light of all that we experienced in the 
past year, I wonder how God is calling each of us to live the abundant life Jesus promises us. 
How might we change the rules by which each of us live to love more people, and different peo-
ple? How might our love for all be shown more in what we do each day?  

 

Let’s stretch together into the future that God calls us to! 

 

Blessings and light, Renée 

 



 

The Men’s Group will meet on Tuesday, July 6, at 11:30 am at 

Denny’s.  No reservations needed.                    . 

For more information contact Mario Gonzales, 520-234-6004 or 

Tom Mathias, 520-678-1626. 

The church office will be closed Monday, July 5 to 

celebrate the July 4th holiday. 

 

       

There will be NO Newsletter on July 9 or 16. 

 

Judy will be out of the office 

from July 7 until July 19. 

We must be equipped to serve an AWESOME God with an amazing personnel 
team! We are currently seeking a custodian and an audio-visual technician. 
The ideal candidates will have previous experience and a keen eye for details and 
diligence. Our future personnel members must have the willingness to serve God 
and provide an innovative and enhanced worship experience through their excellent 
care of church buildings and innovative audio-visual knowledge. 

     Do you know someone that might be interested? Contact MariaIsabel Garcia at         
 pabilag@gmail.com   I have all details about the positions and next steps. 

For those watching worship online: 

Beginning this Sunday, July 4, we will be re-
cording our entire service on-line. That means 
that we will not be posting the lyrics to hymns 
on the video, nor other information. We suggest 
that you download/print the service bulletin to 
follow along in the service. 
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