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Which Biblical Character are You? 

 

This past Sunday we began the new summer worship series on 
Faithful Saints, in which we will examine a different Biblical Char-
acter each week. We were so fortunate that the Townsend family 
was willing to do a skit on young David fighting Goliath and slay-
ing him. David was so unlikely to be chosen as king as he was the 
youngest of seven sons, and yet he becomes one of the great 
kings in the old testament. 
 

It’s just the first example of the many and various characters we will examine 
in the coming weeks: Jacob and Esau, the Roman soldier Cornelius, women 
of the early church like Martha, Mary Magdalene, and Lydia, old testament 

prophets like Micah and Jeremiah, apostles and Jesus followers such as Stephen and Barna-
bas. 
 

Working on this series has also made me reflect on how I connect to such biblical characters 
and why. One church I worshipped at while at seminary had a lovely thing they did when mem-
bers joined the church. They gave a Biblical name to each member in the liturgy on the Sunday 
they joined. I had joined as an “associate member” – something we don’t do anymore – and I 
got the name “Moses.” Gulp! It is lost in the mists of time why they decided on this name, but 
ever since I have been interested a little more in Moses than I ever would have. About eight 
years ago, while teaching interim/transitional ministry at Princeton Seminary, I got to hear one 
of the Old Testament professors do a terrific Bible study about how Moses grew up in the Egyp-
tian culture as the Princess’s son, and then learned the Hebrew tradition after he fled following 
the incident with the overseer, and therefore was a great model for transitional ministry in learn-
ing how to move among different cultures.  I finally had my Moses connection. 
 

So I wonder for each of us, where do we see ourselves in the characters of the Bible – perhaps 
there is one that you feel a particular kinship to now. If you have one or more, let me know – I’d 
be interested in collecting these. 
 

In the meantime, let’s get ready for this Sunday, when we will look at the story of Jacob and 
Esau! 

 

Blessings and light, Renée 



 

The Men’s lunch has started back to meet in 

person - this is a great time to join the group!  

They will be meeting each Tuesday.  June 15 

lunch is at 11:30 am at the Olive Garden. 

For more information contact Mario Gonzales, 

520-234-6004 or Tom Mathias, 520-678-1626. 

 

 

 

  

It’s time for church camp! 

Lakshmi Garcia is at camp this week! 

Congratulations Patricia Garcia 

for being on the camp staff! 

 

The Pastor Nominating Committee was 

elected at a called Congregational Meeting 

on Sunday, June 6. 

Their job will be to prepare a Minister Infor-

mation Form to be placed on the PC(USA) 

website advertising our opening for a perma-

nent pastor.  Once that is posted, hopefully a 

number of qualified responses will be re-

ceived.  The PNC will be responsible to eval-

uate and select one appropriate candidate 

for our congregation to call.   

They have had their first meeting and are ea-

ger to get started.  Let us pray for their work. 

Left to right:  Fred Whitley, Gene Raymond, Sandy Brown, 

Carolyn Malik, Richard Carter, Scott Bird  (Pam Winters 

not in picture) 

Join your Faith Family for  

Communion on Sunday, June 13, 2021 



 
 “Faith Mission Study Summary” 

The Faith Presbyterian Mission Study (the first step in calling a new installed pastor) was completed in April 

and approved by the Session and forwarded to the Presbytery.  On May 18th, the Presbytery approved our 

Mission Study.  This then allowed us to elect our Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) last Sunday so we can 

begin the Pastor selection process.  At this time, the Session felt it was now appropriate to share the Mission 

Study with the congregation.  The PNC will use the information in the Mission Study, especially the congre-

gational input from the Appreciative Inquiries, as its guide for selection of a Pastoral candidate.  

The complete Study is too long (64 pages including appendices) to be included here; however, below is the 

Executive Summary which introduced the Study.  

FPC has been an active congregation serving Sierra Vista for the past 38 years under the leadership of two 

gifted pastors. We are a church which values being together to worship and praise God.  We value this be-

cause it is the foundation for our spiritual development and sense of community.  Our worship is one of the 

ways we show the community who we are, become aware of community needs, and prepare ourselves for 

mission.   

An integral part of our identify is our welcoming and caring nature.  We value our sense of community and 

desire to take care of one another.  We have suffered a loss of this sense of community through the untimely 

loss of our Pastor Virginia Studer and the enforced separation due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Our ability to 

gather and care for one another has been severely limited and we are beginning to lose our sense of a shared 

identity.   

For almost ten years, we tried to systematically build on our earlier outreach efforts to develop a relationship 

with community mission partners. We used events to invite the community into our spaces and even “left the 

building” in search of new community needs.  The pandemic and loss of a shared vision of community and 

pastoral inspiration have seriously impacted our outreach momentum.   

We have always recognized the value of children and youth education and the need to attract new, younger 

members to our church. However, over half our church membership is still age 65 and older and over 90 per-

cent white.  Of all our goals over the past years, “growing younger” is the area where we have had the least 

success. 

FPC has a strong tradition of inspirational worship services, a welcoming and accepting congregation, and a 

desire to reach out and address the needs in our community.  Our hope is to partner with a pastor who will 

help us to meet our goals of getting to know each other again and rebuilding our Fellowship, renewing old 

outreach missions and seeking new ones, and growing younger and more diverse!  

After much thought and prayerful consideration, the Session of FPC has decided to retain our current Mission 

Statement, which we still feel expresses our core purpose: 

“We are Faith Presbyterian, and we seek to do God’s work through Christian worship, education, fellow-

ship, and outreach ministry as we serve an awesome God…” 

The complete study is now available online through our church website at this link: Mission Study. A limited 

number of hardcopy versions are also available from the Church office. 

        Gene Raymond, Chair of the MST  

https://faithpresb.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/FPC-Mission-Study_Final_for-COM.pdf
https://faithpresb.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/FPC-Mission-Study_Final_for-COM.pdf

