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Sabbath and Pentecost 

 

Busy people are often the people other folks get to do the work, because they will get it 
done.  But all this comes at a price, and the price is this:  the solutions we work on in our 
busyness is, “likely to be an obstacle to genuine relief.  Born of desperation, it often contains 
enough fundamental inaccuracy to guarantee a equally perplexing problem will emerge as 
soon as it is put into place.” (Wayne Muller in Sabbath:  Restoring the Sacred Rhythm of 
Rest) 

 

The response to such busyness is embedded in the notion of Sabbath, which is found in all 
the major faith traditions, including our own.  “Sabbath is the way of being in time where we 
remember who we are, remember what we know, and taste the gifts of spirit and eternity,” 
according to Muller.  At a conference I attended many years ago, the keynote speaker, the 
Rev. Dr. Carol Johnston, noted that contemporary Rabbis have a view about Sabbath that 
removes it from the legalistic “rules” perspective that many people grew up with.  They offer 
the thought that Sabbath is really about humans refraining from doing anything to the crea-
tion because rest is required for both our own perspective in understanding that we need to 
find the true wisdom. 

 

I don’t think it’s an accident in our own Christian tradition that the resurrection of Jesus 
comes after a day of Sabbath.  In the gospel of Luke, the disciples and other followers of Je-
sus spend almost 50 days in Jerusalem praying together in community before that amazing 
day of Pentecost.   If we look at Easter as a model for our own lives, we begin to realize that 
new life can come only when we give ourselves the time needed to rest and reflect, to live in 
this time and on this earth, remembering that we are God’s children, and what that calls us to 
be and do. 

  

I think this is especially true as we come out of an unprecedented year of a worldwide pan-
demic. Let’s be gentle with ourselves as we take stock of our lives and ponder how we will 
live going forward.  Recreating what was is probably not going to be the best way to live now. 
As one member of a congregation was fond of saying to me, “Renee, you can’t drive by look-
ing in the rear-view mirror.” 

 

Pentecost is about new beginnings with the power of the Holy Spirit to let us live abundantly. 
Let us rest, reflect, and renew! 

 

Blessings and light, Pastor Renée 

 



 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP  

NO RESERVATIONS!  

• Faith has increased the capacity for Sunday worship in the sanctuary to 90 people, which will still 
allow for social distancing.   

• Masks are still required because of our concern for those whose health status makes them more 
vulnerable. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

2021 MONTLURE CAMP DATES 

Senior High - June 6-11 (Sunday - Friday) 

Youth entering grades 9-12 (Recommended for youth 14-17 years of age as of June 1, 2021) 

Junior High - June 13-18 (Sunday - Friday) 

Youth entering grades 6-8 (Recommended for youth 11-13 years of age as of 
June 1, 2021) 

Juniors - July 5-9 (Monday - Friday)  

Youth entering grades 4-6 (Recommended for youth 9-11 years of age as of June 1, 2021) 

For more information go to www.Montlure.org.  Contact Heather Carter, 520-378-3751, about how 
Faith will help financially.  

Daniel Riley passed away peacefully on May 14 at Life Care.  Margie was able 

to spend some time with him at his bedside before he became one of the 

Saints Triumphant.  Daniel did not want a memorial service and at a later date 

will be interred in the Faith Columbarium with only family and close friends pre-

sent. 

 Condolences may be sent to: 

  Margie Riley 

  5922 E. Calle Linda                           
  Hereford, AZ  85615 

Pastor Renée will be on vacation from May 17 through May 31 - back in the office 

on June 1.  Joy Church is covering for pastoral emergencies - 520-220-2431. 

Guest Preachers are:  Elder Joy Church on Pentecost, May 23 

    Elder Dave Rockwell, May 30 

Judy will be out of the office from May 27 - June 6 for 2nd cataract surgery. 

Volunteers are needed to help count the offering on a rotating  
basis after worship on Sundays.  If interested, please contact 
Heather Carter, 520-378-3751 or heatherwsings@gmail.com 



 

PENTECOST 

Sunday, May 23 

Wear Red! 

 

Pentecost is the celebration of the birthday of the Church.   

From Acts 2:1-4 “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a 

sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they 

were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 

of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 

enabled them.”  

Traditionally, the Pentecost special offering is 

donated to an organization or project which sup-

ports youth activities.  We know how important it 

is to give young people a good foundation in 

faith, in education and in life. The Pentecost Of-

fering helps us support the development of our 

young people through ministries of education, spiritual formation events like the 4,000+ gathering 

called the Presbyterian Youth Triennium, and through service as Young Adult Volunteers. It also en-

courages us to see how children, youth and young adults teach us new things and help us shape 

our faith, too. 

Again, this year the Montlure Camp comes to mind. The US Forest Service has finally given approv-

al to use Montlure for the summer camp season in summer 2022.  However, much work still remains 

to be done.  Click on this link http://bit.ly/campaignflyer1   for a description of the project. This year 

the  Mission and Stewardship Committee will recommend that the Session approve the selection of  

Phase 1 of the Montlure Camp restoration project as this year’s recipient of the Faith Pentecost Spe-

cial Offering.  
 

If you donate by check, ensure that you note “Pentecost” in the Memo field. Offering plates will be 

available in the sanctuary for those who attend the Sunday service. You may donate online by going 

the Faith website, www.faithpresb.com , and click on “Donate Now” at the top or “Give Now” in the 

middle left.  In either, case select “Pentecost” and enter the amount of your donation. Thank you for 

giving. 

 New address for Ed Keene: 

                      7860 E. Benson Hwy  #181 

                      Tucson, AZ  85756 

http://bit.ly/campaignflyer1
http://www.faithpresb.com


With our heartfelt thanks to our mini choir:  

Fred Whitley, Paul Lewis, George and Ruth 

Van Otten, George Wheat, James Diekema, 

Susan Powers, Lisa Tuttle, Heather Carter, 

Debi Godwin, and Deb Koltveit from Sierra 

Lutheran. 

You did so much to enhance, add meaning to and brighten our 

online services.   

~ Your gifts of time and talent are greatly appreciated! ~ 

Janis Wheat has now been approved to be the Music Director and 

Debi Godwin the interim Choir Director.  Congratulations to both 

of them! 

 

Called Congregational Meeting 

 Sunday, June 6 

after worship service 
 

 

The Commission on Ministry for de Cristo Presbytery met Tuesday and formally 
approved Faith's Mission Study. That allows us to proceed with the next step. 
Our Nominating Committee is preparing a slate to be considered for the Pastor 
Nominating Committee (PNC). That slate will be elected in a congregational 
meeting set for June 6.  

 

Their job will be to prepare a Minister Information Form (MIF) to be placed on the 
PC(USA) website advertising our opening for a permanent pastor. Once that is 
posted, hopefully a number of qualified responses will be received. The PNC will 
be responsible to evaluate and select one appropriate candidate for our congre-
gation to call. Timing of the remainder of this process could be anywhere from a 
few weeks to several months. 

Fred Whitley, Clerk 


