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THE GIFT OF INCARNATION 

“The communion of believers is not something that is merely spiritual and intellectual.           
It must be embodied. It needs a place, a realm in which it can take shape.”                        

Gerhard Lohfink, New Testament theologian in Germany 
 

The Word of God came down to earth and dwelt with us.  This is a foundational fact upon 
which our faith relies. Jesus was born to a teen mother in an out-of-the-way town to an ordi-
nary family, and becomes the word and son of God.  

Jesus made the case for the incarnation – for those who saw him to know that God has sent 
his son to earth to show a new way of being in relationship with God. Jesus invited us all into 
the journey of faith and belief in him, the Logos, the Word of God and Son of God. 

The early church found places to worship in individual homes – we know of several of them 
from the New Testament. These households consisted not only of those who were family, 
but also those part of the group learning how to be a part of the new way Jesus taught, and 
guests, and employees who may either support the household or work in the family busi-
ness. So, for those of us who have worshipped from home this past year, it is a reminder that 
such gatherings have an ancient echo. 

Our Lenten study book, Grounded, emphasizes one pole of theological thinking that in previ-
ous generations has not been highly affirmed – the notion that God is immanent –that God is 
everywhere. God’s spirit permeates the whole creation, and humans in particular are formed 
of the earth and God’s spirit – we become “animated dirt.” The incarnation of God in Jesus is 
the fulfillment of this idea – that the presence of God came to earth as a human to show the 
whole world a different way. 
 
 

Because we believe in the incarnation, then we take Jesus’ words seriously about being the 
new temple. In place of stones and symbols, in Jesus we have the example of a life, of his 
love and grace and sacrifice, sent by a most-loving God and figured into a humble human 
body. 
 
 

We, too, have these same humble bodies. God’s spirit can live within us too – we have the 
ability to also be the God-bearers into the world. Jesus’ resurrection allows us to imagine 
things that could not be imagined, to reach people and share God’s love with all. 

The Apostle Paul writes: 

“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you,                               
which you have from God, and that you are not your own?                                                   

     For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.”                      
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 

We too are called to look, to see, to break bread, share wine, and serve one another. 

Blessings and light, Pastor Renée 



SUNDAY MORNINGS  

    WHAT TO EXPECT      

RESERVE YOUR SPACE(S) FAITH WILL OPEN MAY 2 - WORSHIP 10:30 AM 

• Before Sunday, reserve your space to attend worship in person.  You can do this by going to our church website or Facebook 

and clicking on the button that says, “Worship Registration Link” or by calling 520-329-7979.  Please do not call the church 

office.  There is limited capacity in the Sanctuary, and we will do our best to maximize the space in the Sanctuary.  First come, 

first serve basis. 

• If you realize that you forgot to make reservations for worship after noon on Fridays, there may still be room available.  You 
are welcome to check in at the registration table on Sunday morning, please know that we will do everything possible to make 
room for people. 
 

PARKING 

• If someone is in the stall next to you, take turns exiting the car in order to maintain distance. 
 

ENTERING 

• You MUST put on a face mask before entering (or pick one up from the greeter). 

• Let the greeter open and close the door for you. Avoid touching the door handles yourself. 

• Use hand sanitizer upon entering. 

• Greet people in a friendly but hands-free way.  

• Check in at the tables and pick up a worship bulletin. 
 

SEATING 

• Please sit in the spaces that the usher directs you to. (Assigning spots ahead of time allows us to maximize the space.) 
 

CHILDCARE 

• Children should remain in the care of those in their household unit and socially distance from children of other parties.  

• There is no Sunday school now and the nursery is closed at this time. 
 

BULLETINS 

• Bulletins are at the tables for you to pick up, and we ask that you take yours with you and place in the trash can as you exit. 
 

DURING THE SERVICE 

• You are requested to keep your mask on during the service, and refrain from physical contact with non household members.  

• Instrumental and solo music will be offered, but there will be no congregational singing. 

• Offering plates will not be passed. There will be offering plates available to deposit donations, and online giving is a way to 
support the life and ministry of FPC. 

 

AFTER THE SERVICE 

• Please leave your pew clean (pick up bulletins, papers, etc.). 

• Visiting is welcome outdoors (with distancing). 

• Please leave by rows as indicated by our users, as at a wedding. 

• If someone is parked next to you, take turns entering vehicle to maintain social distance. 



2021 MONTLURE CAMP DATES 

 

Senior High - June 6-11 (Sunday - Friday) 

Youth entering grades 9-12 (Recommended for youth 14-17 years of age as 
of June 1, 2021) 

Junior High - June 13-18 (Sunday - Friday) 

Youth entering grades 6-8 (Recommended for youth 11-13 years of age as of June 1, 2021) 

Juniors - July 5-9 (Monday - Friday)  

Youth entering grades 4-6 (Recommended for youth 9-11 years of age as of June 1, 2021) 
 

For more information go to www.Montlure.org.  Contact Heather Carter, 520-378-3751, about how 
Faith will help financially.  

 

Faith is in need of ruling and non-ruling Elders and Deacons to 

serve Home Communion on Communion Sundays. 

On Saturday, May 8 at 2:00 pm there will be a meeting in the conference room to 

go over the new communion guidelines.  We’ll keep it short.  If you are on the current 

team or want to be on the team, please attend. 

Margie Riley is the coordinator for Home Communion.  Please give her a call: 520-803-0621 if you are willing 

to serve.  She has a list of recipients that need this ministry. 

Thank you for sharing your love of God with others. 

AIR PURIFICATION SYSTEM 

A Reme Halo Whole Home In-Duct Air Purification System has been in-

stalled at Faith.  This system is the next generation of indoor air quality 

technology and capable of purifying every cubic inch of air that your central 

air conditioning system reaches.  It is designed to eliminate sick building 

syndrome risks by reducing odors and air pollutants.  It’s effective against 

all three categories of indoor air pollutants:  Particulates, Microbial and 

Gases.  It reduces the common allergy triggers from particulates such as 

pollen, mold spores, dander and dust plus airborne and surface bacteria & viruses such as MRSA, e

-coli, and Norwalk, to name a few. 

Bio Shield Commercial Disinfecting also sanitized the sanctuary on April 28.  Their products are nat-

ural, non-toxic disinfectants that are proven effective in eliminating all germs, bacteria, and viruses 

including COVID-19.  The church is ready to open the building May 2, 2021 at 10:30 am! 

Finance Note!        We have finished the first quarter of 2021.   

Some things have changed and some have remained the same from 2020. 

Our Income is down about $16K from 2020 for the quarter.  Our Expenses are down $17K for the 
quarter.  Please remember that we received quite a few pledges that prepaid for the entire year.  We 
really appreciate the giving by the congregation in these uncertain times.  We anticipate some extra 
expenses as we transition back into worship in the Sanctuary.  We are ready! 

 ~  Judy will be out of the office May 6 through May 13 for cataract surgery.  ~  


