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Easter as a Whole Season 

Happy Easter! No, really!  

No, I haven’t got my days mixed up. I do mean to wish you a Happy Easter! 

Easter Sunday was a couple of weeks ago – with yet another different way of celebrating a 
high holy day – this year in the parking lot with our flowering cross as our main symbol of 
faith. We gathered, got Easter bags with a bit of sweet things and a butterfly fan, we sang, 
read scripture, heard the word preached, and hopefully left a bit more inspired than when 
we came. Last week we heard a joyful word from Dave Rockwell for Bright Sunday. 

Our church year calls these weeks before the Day of Pentecost “Eastertide.” The “tide” part 
means a period of time or season. Many know that the season of Lent is 40 days. Eastertide 
is 50 days long, seven whole weeks, ending on the day we celebrate Pentecost.  

The scriptures emphasize the continuing revelation of what it meant for Jesus to rise from 
the dead. In the New Testament, we have appearances of Jesus following Easter morning – 
along the road to Emmaus, to the disciples and then Thomas when he missed seeing Jesus. 
He appears on a mountain and gives instructions to the disciples to go and baptize, and 
hangs out on a beach to do a fish fry after fishing on the sea. 

The post-resurrection Jesus that appears in the gospel of John carries his wounds from the 
cross – so he is not some new creation; he is one who bears his wounds and suffering into 
the future with us.  

This Jesus can meet us wherever we are, facing times of great celebration as well as dark 
nights of the soul. The Jesus who faced the powers of darkness is still the divine one who 
brings light into the world that we might see. And this Jesus is still recognized in the breaking 
of the bread at table, or when eating fish on the coast. 

During this Eastertide season, I hope that we take some time to reflect on the power and 
richness of Jesus’ rising. As we are finding our ways back out of our homes to our communi-
ties, as we travel to see families we’ve missed over the past months, as our church prepares 
to reopen for worship safely, this is an opportune moment to take in the truth of resurrec-
tion and see how we might live into the abundant life that Jesus calls us to – these days, and 
every day. 

Happy Easter! Blessings and light, Pastor Renée 



 

~ SUMMER WORSHIP SERIES - BIBLICAL CHARACTERS ~ 

 

This summer our worship will feature a different Biblical character each week, and I 
would love to have your suggestions on who you would like us to focus on. Some of 
them might even “show up” in worship.  

Email, phone or text me, and you might see your 
suggestion show up! 

Email: rrico@aol.com Phone/Text: 415-713-3047 

George Vander Meulen writes, 

I'll be preaching at Community Presbyterian Church in Benson on Sundays 
beginning this weekend. But I'm not gone. I'll still be a member of Faith 
while I finish up at Fuller Seminary and until my ordination. Sonja plans to 
finish up her term on session too. So even if you don't see us quite as of-
ten, we hope you'll think of us as part of the family.  

I'm so thankful for all the folks who've helped get me to this point. Pastor 
Virginia was such a help when I started this journey. The session and the 
special committee of Elders who supported me through this process were 
a wonderful blessing. And Pastor Renee took a year of her life to shep-
herd me through my internship and Clinical Pastoral Education. I'll never 
forget the generous way each of these dear friends provided wise guid-
ance. Thank God for them! 

All good things must come to an end. As we prepare to resume worship-
ping in the sanctuary, now is the time for Dial-a-Sermon to conclude. 
Thanks to each one of you who left those wonderful messages. I prayed for 
every one. The final Dial-a-Sermon will be available for another week at 
520-231-3122.      George Vander Meulen 

DO YOU DO      
JIGSAW           

PUZZLES? 

Seems lots of folks 
are doing them at 
home during Covid.  
So what do you do 

with them after you have completed them?  
Why not try to trade with someone else?  
You both get a puzzle new to you.  We 
have three puzzles that have been donated 
to start the exchange at Faith.  Bring one 
and take one! 

~VACCINATION CARD~ 

Now that you have your 
shots, what do you do 
with your card?  First, 
make a copy of the front 
and back of the card.  

Trim them to the original size.  Then put the copy 
(front and back) in a plastic carrier.  Put the original 
in a safe place - perhaps with your passport or other 
important papers.  You will need the original (not 
laminated) if and when booster shots are offered.  
Faith has a supply of the plastic carriers.  You can 
pick one up at the office. 
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