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~ INTO THE CRUCIBLE - THE JOURNEY OF HOLY WEEK ~ 

 

True confession time: I was never good at chemistry.  Once I reached college and it turned out that 
the Chemistry I class was the weeding out place for the approximately 50 percent of the incoming 
freshmen who declared themselves pre-med majors, I knew I was in major trouble.  

  

One thing I did like in chemistry was heating up chemicals over heat and watching them turn into 
something else.  I remember vividly the experience of heating some particular substance that looked 
hard only to find out it turned into a flaky fluff.  The crucible was the tool we used in this exercise, 
which is, according to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, “a vessel of a very refractory material (as 
porcelain) used for melting and calcining a substance that requires a high degree of heat.” The word 
crucible has other meanings as well. It can mean a severe test of some kind, as well as “a place or 
situation in which concentrated forces interact to cause or influence change or development.”    

 

Holy Week acts as a kind of “crucible” for Christian faith.  For Jesus and the disciples, the actions and 
responses that week provided a crucible for colliding visions of the world, the world that Jesus envi-
sioned that would free people, and the one that those connected with the powers of the day worried 
might end, that kept people subjugated and imprisoned.  It became a severe test of stamina and 
strength, faith and fortitude. 

 

The journey of Holy Week for us today is a different kind of crucible.  Each year, through the re-telling 
of the story of that week, we participate through the vessel of the story:  Jesus and his followers en-
tering the hot-bed of Jerusalem in the midst of the High Holy time of Passover amid the power of the 
Roman Empire.  We hear of the clashes between entrenched religious powers and those on the edg-
es wanting all God’s children to be invited in.  We see the clash of empire’s desire for security driving 
out voices calling for liberation.  We see betrayal inside the group following Jesus, and the ultimate 
price of faithfulness given. 

 

In the crucible of this experience, we are offered the opportunity to receive new life, as the first follow-
ers were.  Traveling with God means we are not left as we are, but called into the fuller life of resur-
rection possibility.   We are all invited to be on the journey, knowing our transformation is around the 
corner. 

 

Blessings and light, 

 

Renee 

 



 

The baptism of Sharon Keene is now complete.  She be-
came part of the church triumphant very peacefully on 
March 22 and passed into the next world surrounded by 
all of her family. 

Cards may be sent to the following addresses: 

  

 Ed Keene   Lauri Keene Holmes 
 332 N. Slate Drive 5126 Camino de Norte       
 Vail, AZ  85641  Sierra Vista, AZ  85635 

 

Sharon was the Music Director at Faith for over 15 years.  
We will miss her greatly, but know that perhaps even now, 
Sharon is organizing a new choir in the heavenly realm. 

~ Holy Week Services ~ 

     Enjoy Faith’s online 

  Cantata - Palm Sunday, March 28 

          “Who Is This King?”  

 

  Maundy Thursday 

   April 1 

     Special Online Service 

    and Communion  

 

The Sanctuary will be open on Good Friday, April 2, 9 am - 2 pm 

for those who would like to sit and meditate. 

 

 Easter Sunday, April 4 

      Parking Lot Service  

   at 10:30 am 

 

Bring your lawn chair to sit outside as you wish. 

Easter parade for the children/youth on Easter Sunday.      

Wear your special Easter outfits! 



 

Dial-a-Sermon will celebrate it's one year anniversary on Saturday March 27. At 
the onset of the pandemic, Faith Presbyterian Church was scrambling for ways to 
minister in our new socially distanced reality. Dial-a-Sermon was one of those 
ways. Our tiny little one minute sermons filled a gap for folks who just wanted a 
moment with God. Listen in at 520-231-3122. 

    Lenten Study Continues 

Grounded: Finding God in the World – A Spiritual Revolution 

by Diana Butler-Bass 

Homework for Monday, March 29: Read the Neighborhood Chapter 

Weekly gatherings:  

We’ll be gathering on Zoom as follows on Mondays at 12:00 Noon on Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85694487244?

pwd=RmRHRjRzSzI4MEtrVVBaTzJYcTNpQT09 

Meeting ID: 856 9448 7244 

Passcode: 097675 

Dial by your location 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

Faith received this beautiful “Thank You” card from Carol Ortega’s, daughter, Liz 

Neill.   

 “Thank you so much for sending the beautiful birthday cards to our 

Mom, Carol Ortega, on her 90th birthday.  She enjoyed looking at them and I 

shared the notes with her.  It was very kind of you to remember her on her special 

day.” 

News from Presbytery de Cristo….. 

As Clerk, I have been asked to share names and committees of Faith Presbyterian members who 
are also supporting the work of de Cristo by volunteering. There are 80 positions spread across nine 
committees needed to conduct the Presbytery's business. Currently, all positions are filled. 

The Presbytery is pleased to publicly thank those from Faith who are currently serving. They 
are George Van Otten on Montlure Board, Ruth Van Otten on Mission, Sonja Vander Meulen on 
Nominating Committee (and our Liaison to de Cristo) and Pastor Renee Rico on Preparation for 
Ministry.  Their work is vital and much appreciated. 

Fred Whitley 



 

Happy  April  Birthday to …. 

 

Paul Lewis       01 

Bob Thompson      01 

Monica Russell      03 

Bridget Diekema      10 

Gene Raymond      12 

Dave Rockwell      13 

Bianca Garcia      16 

Joan Lopshire      16 

Tonia Swarner      16 

Hudson Rutgers      18 

Jack Pitzel       19 

Janet Klucsarits      19 

Diane Day       20 

Ruth Akins       22 

Debi Godwin       28 

Mary Lou Bess      30 

Bob Kepple       30 

 

 

Happy  April  Anniversaries….. 

 

Gary & Joy Church     01 

Mike & Joann Mitchell     01 

Bill & Ruth Akins      12 

Daniel & Margie Riley     25 

Doug & Eleanor Templeman   27 


