
~ Walking in Faith ~ week by week ~ 

     March 19, 2021 

Faith Presbyterian Church 

 Sierra Vista, Arizona 

Office Phone: 520-378-9400   

Pastor Renée: 415-713-3047   

Email: faithsecsv@gmail.com   

Pastor Renée: rrico@aol.com 

 

~ MEMORIES ~ 
 
My memories of Virginia always focus on what she did to draw everyone closer together, to have 
them feel a part of Faith.  So much of what she did focused on fun. 
 
Who could ever forget how she encouraged Carolyn Lambie to share her gift of theater with us by 
directing plays using church members and friends?  Those plays were fun fundraisers for our youth 
programs. The plays were coupled with a meal and normally a silent auction.  She started small, with 
a play about a magic cookie jar then went big with a mystery dinner theater extravaganza where our 
church youth served canapes and sparking cider on silver trays in the Narthex and a sit-down dinner 
in fellowship hall as the play unfolded.  You couldn't miss Virginia's humor.  Who else would have co-
ordinated for a gurney and ambulance to take the murder victim away?  And although never uttered 
in rehearsal, we all heard Virginia shout out as she ran after the gurney, “Stop! Let me give her the 
Last Rites!” Fellowship hall erupted in laughter as did the corpse. Then there was the 1940's radio 
show, showcasing the church's musical talent.  The highlight was the photos of our seasoned church 
members.  Who could forget Sally McCormick's bathing beauty pose and Helen Himes in uniform 
with a group of women by a plane they were transporting during WWII?  Young and old alike attend-
ing the event drew our WWII-era folk into conversation and long-term friendships.   
 
Who could forget the evening of To Tell the Truth? Karl Elledge served as host while a panel attempt-
ed to learn just who in the congregation worked on the atomic bomb or attended Harvard University.  
Again, she drew people together as we learned Mary Kay Beale worked on the secret atomic pro-
gram while in college and Jim Graham, and not the young military woman attending our church at the 
time, was the Harvard grad.   
 
Virginia used Kathy Crawford's talent as an auctioneer to frequently raise money for the church.  It 
wasn't just “things” that sold – Virginia encouraged church members to offer dinners or classes. 
Those events were not only successful money-makers, but they cemented life-long friendships 
among people in the church.   
 
Pastoral care was Virginia's forte.  She often bought two sandwiches and went to a shut-in's home to 
have lunch with them. Tessa and Megan, her daughters, knew they shared Virginia with all of us.  
The doorbell ringing at midnight or a late-night phone call by a stressed church member was not out 
of the ordinary for the Studer family.  Virginia developed a solid network of people to better provide 
care not just to this congregation but to our community as a whole.  Her serving on the hospital board 
also greatly served her flock. 
 
Then there was Ohana Sunday.  Ohana means “family” in Hawaiian and Virginia used this day to 
welcome families back after summer vacation. Ohana Sunday was all about fun – the Hawaiian 
dress, sharing a meal, and hula dancing! 
 
Virginia was all about people.  Her goal was to have everyone have “just one thing” that made them 
feel a part of the church family.  So many of us, under Virginia's loving care, felt just that – like family.  

      Bridget Diekema, One of the Family 



   ~ Memories ~ 

       “Inspiring example of pastoral care!”              
   Fred Whitley  

            

“Virginia was without a doubt the most caring pastor I have ever 
known. Always there when you needed her, always willing to listen to 
you and always had the right words to help you feel better.”         

     Margie Riley  

  
  

  

“My memories of Virginia, especially from about 2013 on-
ward, were of all the meetings we had in her office (and 
sometime in her home closer to the end)  to discuss her 
vision for making Faith a more “missional church.”  She 
always had some inspired ideas to encourage outreach and 
congregational involvement that never ceased to surprise 
me!  Virginia was a “surprising” Pastor. 

Every time I think about Virginia this keeps coming to my 
mind: ‘If Christ is the head of the church and we are the 
body, then Virginia was the soul of Faith’”. 

       Gene Raymond 

Memories of the Fellowship Breakfast Virginia met with us soon after we came to Sierra Vista 
and connected us with other new members and orga-
nized a dinner for us at the Templeman’s. We felt so 
welcomed, appreciated and loved! Also I had two won-
derful hikes, one up Garden Canyon and the other along 
the San Pedro River, and spent some time with Virginia 
who wanted  input on how we could make the church a 
place that valued all members and their gifts. I was also 
blessed by being part of Session for her last two years 
among us.  

Shirley and I miss her but still know that her spirit is with 
us in so many ways!                                       

 Bill and Shirley Brouwer 

I had the pleasure of coordinating a men’s work day at Virginia’s house for 
Tessa’s wedding preparation.  She went out of her way to provide us lunch and 
made us feel appreciated even when she wasn’t in the best health to do 

so.   She always put others first!             Paul Hay 

       Ash            
Wednesday 

Virginia was our mentor with loving words, a listener with 

interested eyes, in all ways supportive, kind and loving.  

She was our precious friend!                                                    

  Joan Lopshire and Chuck Fortner     

I always remember Virginia’s smile and her peaceful 

spirit.  She was always concerned about each one of 

us and how we were doing.      Heather Carter 



~ MEMORIES OF VIRGINIA WITH THE CHILDREN & YOUTH ~ 

Virginia was 

a blessing 

to young and old and  

in-between! 



“Of all the things I loved doing for church, the dog biscuits for the Pet Blessing was my favorite, especially involving the Sunday 

School classes.  The older ones supervised the little ones in making them.  We had so much fun.  Virginia’s Pet Blessing was extra 

special!”     Shirley Portouw 

     “Love” quilt for Virginia. 
             All Saints Sunday 

Pam Winters favorite saying from Virginia:      

 “I’ve been thinking!!” 

Thank you, Virginia, 

    for OHANA! 

     Dog biscuits for the 

Blessing of the Animals! 

Memories, Memories, Memories, Memories!                 

We remember the Nursing Home Ministry, the 

Valentine’s Day lunches, Dixieland Devotionals, 

small group dinners, new  member dinners, the 

bagpipers, the Veteran’s Wall at the hospital 

and so much more!!  We remember….and we, 

your Faith Family will never forget.     

  Thank you, Virginia!  



 

David reminds us in Psalm 18 that;  

"As for God, His way is perfect. Every word of God is flawless. He 

is a shield to those who take refuge in Him."  

Those are remarkable sentences and they're worth thinking about. 

Dial-a-Sermon is considering this Psalm right now.  

     Check it out at 520-231-3122. 

    Lenten Study Continues 

Grounded: Finding God in the World – A Spiritual Revolution 

by Diana Butler-Bass 

Homework for Monday, March 22: Read the Home Chapter 

Weekly gatherings:  

We’ll be gathering on Zoom as follows on Mondays at 12:00 Noon on Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85694487244?

pwd=RmRHRjRzSzI4MEtrVVBaTzJYcTNpQT09 

Meeting ID: 856 9448 7244 

Passcode: 097675 

Dial by your location 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

Faith’s Respiratory Therapist, Tina Prescott, continues to save lives!  She 
is now working at a hospital in Kissimmee, FL.  She sends emails and writes: 

“I’m getting tired.  I’ve been traveling for a year now and it seems to be get-
ting harder and harder the further I go and the longer I go.  I absolutely 
love what I do, in fact I got a personalized license plate that says 
“SAVNLVS” (saving lives).  It never gets easier when my patient passes, but 
I believe in my whole heart that this is what God’s plan is for me.  After this 
assignment, I plan to take a short break.  I miss you all tremendously.  
Please give everyone my love and I’ll be home in 3 months, if that’s God’s plan 
for me here.” 

Tina would love to hear from her Faith Family!  Please send your love and cards to: 

 KOA 
 Tina Prescott - Space 152 
 2525 Frontage Road 
 Davenport, FL 33837 
 



Faith Mission Study Update 

“…And the Survey Says (round 3)” 

The third Mission Study Appreciative Inquiry (AI) survey “What do we want in a Pastor for FPC”, was released 
on March 5th and is now closed.  First, the Mission Study Task Force (MSTF) wants to again thank everyone 
who participated in these AI surveys.  We had a great response to all the surveys and received some great 
comments for the MSTF to consider.  We really appreciate everyone who took the time and effort to be a 
part of this effort. We would also like to thank the Elders and others who volunteered to contact members 
without internet so we could get their responses also.  We also want to thank Paul and Cindy Hay who creat-
ed the electronic versions of the surveys. 

We received 67 responses, mostly from members (with a few from Friends and long-time visitors).  The point 
of the questions for this third survey is to hear from you about what you feel are the MOST IMPORTANT 
attributes for our future installed pastor. The MSTF designed this survey focusing on the information the Pas-
tor Nominating Committee will choose from in a Pastoral job description to begin the search for a new pas-
tor.  

The characteristics in the table are sorted by something called the “weighted average” (the last column on 
the right) which considers the per cent of the respondents who selected the characteristic and the average 
value of the ratings given to each characteristic.  In other words, the more people who voted for a character-
istic also effects how important it is. 

The “Top 6” characteristic selected by the congregation are highlighted in green.  “Develop a “Missional” 
Church,” highlighted in blue is a close tie, with slightly more votes.  The data in this table very closely reflects 
the numerical ratings and comments we saw in the first two surveys. The themes and goals of Worship and 
Preaching, Fellowship and Caring, and Outreach seem to be well reflected in what we want for a new pastor.  
We also are looking for a new pastor with a vision of the future and one who can lead us toward that vision 
in a way that is aware of and respectful of who we are as a church. 
 

Again, thanks to everyone who participated in these surveys! 

Gene Raymond, Chair of the MSTF 

                           CHARACTERISTIC COUNT AVERAGE 
% Who 
Selected 

WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE 

Provide Leadership for High-Quality, Relevant Worship Experiences 
for All Ages 

64 1.8 96% 1.88 

Compassionate spiritual leader 57 2.4 85% 2.82 

Manage change and conflict 51 3.1 76% 4.07 

An Effective Communicator 44 2.7 66% 4.11 

Guide a Transformational Spiritual Experience 38 2.7 57% 4.76 

Develop and Communicate a Vision and Lead Our Church Toward 
that Vision 

40 2.9 60% 4.86 

Develop a “Missional” Church 41 3 61% 4.90 

Identify, Develop, and Support Lay Leaders 36 2.8 54% 5.21 

Build, Inspire, and Lead a Staff/Volunteer Team 36 2.9 54% 5.40 

Promote and Lead Spiritual Formation for Church Members 30 2.9 45% 6.48 

Be a Lifelong Learner 28 3 42% 7.18 

Navigate Successfully the World of Online Media 28 3.4 42% 8.14 



      

           ~ Holy Week Services ~ 

 

 

 Palm Sunday, March 28 

    Enjoy Faith’s online 

            Cantata 

         “Who Is This King?”   

        

        

  Maundy Thursday 

April 1 

Special Online Service 

and Communion   

 

  Easter Sunday, April 4 

      Parking Lot Service  

   at 10:30 am 

 

     Bring your lawn 

             chair to sit outside 

     as you wish. 


