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A Community of Care 

 

An Amish farmer told this story about community to a young farmer: 

The Amish farmer and a young friend were plowing one fine fall day when it came time to give 
the horses a rest. After tending the livestock, the two walked up a small, nearby hill so they, too, 
could rest. Once there the farmer and his young friend looked out on the small valley below and 
counted 13 other farmers plowing. 

The sight of all those plowmen and teams, the Amish farmer told the young friend, meant if any-
thing happened to prevent him from finishing his work, he knew his neighbors would complete it 
for him. 

“And that would happen not out of charity,” my old friend said in his retelling. “It would happen 
out of culture and community.” 

This issue of community is one that Jesus made as part of his fundamental way of organizing 
the Jesus movement that became the Christian church. In order to be a thriving place of spiritual 
growth, Jesus focused on gathering people together for a common purpose. 

Being a disciple rather than becoming a member – it’s all about relationships. We are not the 
first ones to grapple with this. The early Christians, living under the Roman Empire, had a similar 
dilemma to ours. There was a key moment in the Christian community when the Jewish faith 
and the Jesus followers of “the way” parted company. While they had a long tradition in the Jew-
ish faith, new faith required new ways of being and new values. 

We can see the evidence of that in the gospels, as Jesus reforms community from only-kin-
based groups to wider groups based on relationships in faith, and across economic and social 
barriers. Coming to relationship with someone means that new things can emerge. Jesus didn’t 
minister to the establishment. He didn’t preach from the center of religious thought. Jesus got to 
know the people he ministered to. He formed relationships with people by talking with them, eat-
ing with them, touching them. He was part of them. He gave of himself for them and for us. He 
nurtured us as God nurtures us by total acceptance, and total love, and total forgiveness. 

As we ponder the future of Faith Presbyterian Church in the Appreciative Inquiry surveys, I won-
der – where is God leading this community into new relationships of care? 

 

Blessings and light, Pastor Renée 



 

February 19 is the last day to order Girl Scout Cookies from Bryanna. 

 Call  520-417-0369 orText 520-249-5912 

 

Remember “Souper Bowl of Caring” 

Sunday, February 7 

"Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the 
Almighty." Those words provide comfort in troubled times. This weekend Dial-
a-Sermon will begin a very special series of one minute sermons from the 
91st Psalm. Dial 520-231-3122 and be encouraged. 

Youth and children - Please 

send in a picture of a home 

made Valentine or craft to 

put in the newsletter for Valentine’s 

Day!         faithsecsv@gmail.com 

CONGRATULATIONS - IT’S A GIRL!! 
 

~ Grandbaby #11 ~ 
Ginny Anne Hay born at 9:17 pm on 

January 27 - 7 lb 14 oz  19.5 inches long 
Parents are Russel & Emily Hay 

Proud Grandparents are Paul & Cindy Hall 
 

 

The Second Appreciative Inquiry will be emailed soon. 

This survey from the Mission Study Task Force will focus on 

“Your Hopes and Dreams for the future of Faith” 

 

Please take the time to complete this 
survey when you receive it.    

 

 



  

Lenten Study Coming! 

 “Grounded: Finding God in the World – A Spiritual Revolution” 

by Diana Butler-Bass 

 

Where do we find God? Some find it in the quiet of a sanctuary, or in a prayer group, or by sing-
ing hymns together. Yet numbers tell us that we are living through a cultural turn where more 
people are finding God in the world around us. What might it mean to understand this trend, 
and participate in it ourselves? How might experiencing God in the world God called good, and 
that Jesus came to save, help us to live even more abundant lives? 

 The book is a meditation on this topic, and we have a study guide, as well as a 40-day devotional for Lent included in 

the book. 

Options:  

Solo journey: Some of you may simply want to buy the book and follow the guide on your own. Let Pastor Renée 
know, and we’ll set you up with the study guide, and order a book if you like - ordering by February 9th. 

Weekly gatherings:  

Others may find gathering each week with others on this journey a way to enrich your experience. We’ll meet as fol-
lows on Mondays:            Option 1:  12:00 Noon on Zoom 

 Option 2:  6:00 p.m. on Zoom 
Groups begin meeting on Monday February 15th, and go through April 12th. 

Email, phone or text  Renee to sign up, and indicate whether you want to go solo, or join one of the weekly groups. 
The cost of the book is $17.00.  Available on Kindle for $7.99, and through Audible as an audio book. 

Pastor Renée 

rrico@aol.com 

Cell 415-713-3047 

 

Lent is on the way! 

Ash Wednesday  

February 17 

Online Service 

We cannot have our soup supper as we have in the past, nor can 

we have a meditation service in the sanctuary with the imposition 

of ashes.  Please worship online and watch your mail box for a  

letter, bulletin and static cling image of the cross in ashes.   

mailto:rrico@aol.com


 

Faith Deacons for 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith’s current deacons are Diane Derr, Cindy Hay, Patrick Jones, Carolyn Malik, Jane Riester,   
Betty Spering and Pam Winters 

We have several committees, but since there are so few of us we will all just work together.  

The Deacons are a great group and are always willing to help anyone in the congregation when a 
need arises. We are anxious to get back to what we do best- coffee hour!! We have a new coffee 
maker and are excited to try it out. 

We would like to thank the congregation for their willingness to provide meals when asked!  

Patrick Jones is in charge of getting your donations to the Food Pantry. Please keep him busy as 
the need is great!  

We have missed one another but enjoy our zoom meeting!  We even have Deacons participating by 
email and text!   

We are the working hands of God! We praise him for each opportunity! 

 

Pam Winters - Deacon Moderator 

      Diane Derr         Cindy Hay      Patrick Jones   Carolyn Malik 

         Jane Riester     Betty Spering    Pam Winters 


