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MOUNTAIN-TOP MOMENTS 

 

This coming Sunday in the church calendar is Transfiguration Sunday. It remembers the 
stories in the gospels of Mark, Matthew and John when Jesus takes some of his disci-
ples up to the top of a mountain, and he becomes transfigured – becomes dazzlingly 
white. 

Have you had mountain-top moments? Getting to the top of Pikes Peak, or any of the 
wonderful mountains in this beautiful part of Arizona certainly is something to celebrate – 
to see out from vistas across large expanses of space will inspire us.  

Inspirational moments don’t have to just occur on mountains, of course. It might be a 
conference, a vacation spot, a pilgrimage, or a large game or festival. They come in all 
shapes and sizes. Our faith can be enhanced in a variety of ways. 

Our invitation from this text is to take them in, to enjoy and delight in them, to name them 
and claim them, but not to stop there. You might phrase it, “What’s next?” However you 
call it, the point is that if a mountaintop moment transforms our understanding of faith 
and life and love, how are we going to show that change in our lives? What difference is 
it going to make for Jesus and the world? 

The truth is, we’re all rediscovering that in our lives constantly. To those new in faith – I 
say, hey, how can this church help you discover the kind of ministry God might have in 
store for you, with special you with the gifts and talents you bring? To those who’ve been 
around the Christian block a time or two – how can we help you find the ministry for you, 
here and now in this time of life? How might God be calling you with all your faith wisdom 
in these years? 

We don’t know where the call will end, there will be twists and turns. We know how the 
story ended for the disciple Peter, right? He had some more slip-ups, of course, just we 
are likely to in our lives, but Peter’s faithfulness is symbolized by his name – Peter – 
which means rock. And of course, rocks are really just movable mountains, only smaller. 

Mountain top moments do matter. 

 

Blessings and light, Renée 



 

Thank you for all of your 

donations for the                      

“Souper Bowl of Caring” 

 

Thank you Deacon Patrick for taking the 224 

pounds of donations to the Food Bank! 

"You will tread on the lion and the cobra; you will trample the great lion 
and the serpent." This week Dial-a-Sermon will be looking at Psalm 
91. “Because he loves me, says the Lord, I will rescue him." Join the fun 
any time at 520-231-3122. 

 

In Honor of Presidents’ Day, 

Monday, February 15, 

The church office will be closed. 

 

 

 

If you are willing to take meals to folks who are ill or having surgery, please 
contact our meal coordinator, Deacon Betty Spering at 520-227-9822. 



  

    Lenten Study Begins Monday 
 

Grounded: Finding God in the World – A Spiritual Revolution 

by Diana Butler-Bass 

Homework for Monday, February 15th: Read the Introduction and review the questions in 
the Study Guide (sent by Pastor Renée) 

Weekly gatherings:  

We’ll be gathering on Zoom as follows on Mondays 

Option 1:  12:00 Noon on Zoom 

Option 2:  6:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Groups begin meeting on Monday February 15th, and go through April 12th. 

Zoom Link: Renee Rico is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85694487244?pwd=RmRHRjRzSzI4MEtrVVBaTzJYcTNpQT09 

Meeting ID: 856 9448 7244 

Passcode: 097675 

Dial by your location 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

Email, phone or text Renee to sign up to receive the Study Guide and Reading plan for the Sessions! 

Pastor Renée 

rrico@aol.com 

Cell 415-713-3047 

LENT IS ON THE WAY! 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 - Online Service 

We cannot have our soup supper as we have in the past, 

nor can we have a meditation service in the sanctuary with 

the imposition of ashes.  Please worship online with your 

Faith Family. 

 

~ The Presbyterian 2021 Lenten Devotional ~ 

“The Way to Shalom” is available in the office or it can be 

emailed if you are interested in receiving one. 

mailto:rrico@aol.com


Faith Mission Study Update 

“…And the Survey Says” 

 

As everyone should know by now, the Mission Study Appreciative Inquiry (AI) surveys are cur-

rently underway.  We sent out our first survey on January 29th and the Mission Study Task Force 

(MSTF) wants to thank everyone who participated in that first AI survey. We would also like to 

thank the Elders and others who volunteered to contact members without internet so we could 

get their responses also. 

The MSTF thought we should share some of the results of the first survey “Your personal expe-

rience at Faith” with the congregation. We received 75 responses, mostly from members (with 

a few from Friends and long-time visitors).  We asked everyone to rate their personal experi-

ence at Faith on a scale of 1 (not significant) to 5 (very significant).  The average values for each 

answer are listed below: 

 
 

Not unexpectedly, Worship, Music, and Mission were the most significant to our members. 

Most of you also took time to provide comments, which will be very helpful in providing details 

about your personal experience at Faith. 

 

The second survey, “The Future of Ministry at Faith”, was released last Friday and hopefully 

everyone has been able to respond to it also.  As of Wednesday noon, we had received over 50 

responses.  We will update you next week on results from the second survey.  We hope to re-

lease our third survey, “Pastoral needs for the future of Faith” in about two more weeks, after 

we have reviewed the results from the first two.  

 

Again, thanks to everyone who participated in the first survey! 

 

Gene Raymond, Chair of the MSTF 

Question – How spiritually significant is: Average of All Respondents 

worship liturgy and preaching to your faith as a part of our church 4.6 

worship music to your faith as a part of our church 4.5 

Formation (i.e., Christian Education) to your faith as a part of our church 3.8 

mission to your faith as a part of our church 4.4 

fellowship to your faith as a part of our church 4 

our space to your faith as a part of our church 4 


