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Christmas Preparations: Simple is Good 

 

This week we’re working to organize a Christmas Pageant online and with COVID and schools closing and 
wanting to keep everyone safe. And well, it’s requiring a rethinking on our parts. 

I’m struck that in two conversations about organizing it, someone said, “Simple is good.” And when they said 
that, I felt a little more ease about figuring out a plan for this Christmas. Simple is good, not simply because 
it may be what we can do this year, simple is good because it requires us to figure out the important parts, 
and let go of the rest. 

For me, the heart of Christmas is not in the carols (I love carols) or in the candles lit at the end of Christmas 
Eve service (it’s one of my favorite times of the year), or in going to hear Handel’s Messiah (which is so good 
to do).  All of those are lovely traditions and I look forward to the time when we can do them again. For me, 
the heart of Christmas is in the story of Christmas, of how a messiah came to earth and dwell with us so that 
we might have abundant life. Simple is good. 

The notion of simple is good has spread to my family. We’ve decided that this year, because of some in our 
family hitting financial crunches due to new babies and the economic challenges, that we’ll be buying/making 
only for the little ones this year. The truth is the rest of us all have households full of more stuff than we use. 
This might turn into a new tradition! Now I can donate more to those who are struggling mightily this season. 
Simple is good! 

My invitation to you is to ponder how “simple is good” might look for you and your families this season, when 
our gatherings will be smaller and far less travel involved.  

Maybe we just need to admit where we really are and do the unthinkable: 

-- say it’s ok to be grieving and sad during this holiday time. 

-- it’s ok not to decorate the house, the trees, or the cat 

-- it’s ok not not to send out a flurry of Christmas cards 

-- it’s ok not to want to sing Christmas carols, even the ones in minor key 

-- it’s ok to sit and reflect on the story of Christmas 

As Melinda McLain, a pastor I went to seminary with says, “Your well-being is always more important than 
tradition.” 

Let us know, how are you living into “simple is good” this Advent and Christmas 
season? Let’s share our plans and ideas! 

 

Blessings and light, Pastor Renée 



FPC Zoom Coffee Hour – Let’s Catch Up With Each Other! 

 

On Sunday, December 6, we’ll have a ZOOM Coffee Hour after our Facebook Watch party. Sign into 
ZOOM, and we’ll place you in a small group to have conversation with Faith folks. Each group will have a 
host, and we are so glad to offer this time for catching up and conversation. 

Time: Sundays at 11:15 a.m.  Meeting ID:  854 7196 8282  Passcode:  603532 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85471968282?pwd=WnNpVXM1QndXTWdNNXN1QzNtNXFTUT09 

One tap mobile 

+14086380968,,85471968282#,,,,,,0#,,603532# US (San Jose) 

+16699006833,,85471968282#,,,,,,0#,,603532# US (San Jose) 

Dial by your location (call any number)    Find your local number: https://

us02web.zoom.us/u/knkXrKkh8 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

Dial-a-Sermon is celebrating Advent by remembering the lyrics of 
familiar carols and thinking about the stories behind them. Join in 
for a moment of Christmas fun! 520-231-3122 Share the number 
with friends and loved ones who need a lift.  

Sofy Moreno was Faith Presbyterian’s faithful custodian for over 10 years.  During 
the last few months she suffered continuous health problems.  On November 25 
she made her ascension to be part of the “Great Cloud of Witnesses”.   

Condolences may be sent to: 

Jose Moreno 

PO Box 15 

Naco, AZ  85620  

Advent Study Group:  The Fifth Gospel – Devotions on Isaiah 

On Zoom Mondays at 1:00 p.m. on December 7, 14, and 21 

This Advent, I’ll be leading a small study group on Zoom based on our Presbytery Pastor’s Advent Devo-
tional for this year called, “The Fifth Gospel: Devotions on Isaiah.” Isaiah was the muse for Handel’s Messi-
ah, and through the New Testament, there are often references to images and scriptures from Isaiah.  

Everyone in the congregation can read along in the devotional whether you join our group or not – you can 
pick up a regular or large-print copy from the church office, or print one out for yourself (we’ll email you a pdf 
file).  

Brad writes of his devotional: “[It] introduces you to Isaiah as Jesus read it – 
to its beauty, its lyrical poetry, its social challenge, and its spiritual hope. As 
Matthew or John shape and form our faith and Christian identity, so Isaiah 
helped form Jesus.” 

Let Pastor Renée know that you want to join, and read the introduction to the 
devotional and the December 1st devotion for our first meeting. The Zoom 
link will be sent to those who sign-up. 

Sofy loved the members of Faith and we 

loved her back.  She will be missed! 



The Christmas tree is in the sanctuary and it’s time for presents! 

 

 

 

The “Child and Family Resources” are in great 
need of toys again this year! 

Faith will collect toys from Monday, Nov. 30 
through Friday, Dec. 11. 

Please bring your donations for children ages 
infant through age 18 to the church office 
from 9 am to 2 pm Monday thru Friday. 

If you prefer, monetary donations may be given to Faith Presby-
terian as a contribution and a check will be given to the “Child and 
Family Resources” organization from the church. 

 

Thank you Bob and Karen Thompson for 

joyfully updating the church sign each week!  

Your “sign” ministry is a blessing to Faith!! 

Pam Winters, modera-

tor of the Deacons, 

presented a check in 

the amount of $350 to 

Frank Bonvillain of the 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Food Pantry. This was 

for the purchase of tur-

keys prior to Thanks-

giving.  

Thank you Deacons!  

There will be a live streaming Blue Christmas 

Service online Saturday, December 19.  More 

details in next week’s newsletter. 

 

Happy Advent Season from the Peanuts 

gang going virtual in 2020! 



   We shared our songs of joy with…. 

                

 

   Vi 

         Jim 

   Debbie & Joe 

             Lillian 

      Grace 

           Sharon & Ed 



Nursing Home Ministry News….by Margaret Jo Cogswell-Vaughn 

We have a short request to remind everyone to keep the residents of and the care home workers in your 

daily prayers. Many of the homes have the residents confined to their rooms. This is very stressful for the 

staff and residents. 

The NHM and Life Care Thanksgiving Day festivities: The Nursing Home Ministry has been participating at 

Life Care on Thanksgiving Day for the past 6 or 7 years. Many of you have volunteered 

to help on the day. One staple that the NHM provided for the meal or brunch was a 

homemade pumpkin roll. It has become a Thanksgiving Day tradition at Life Care. Of 

course, this year because of the virus we weren’t able to be there, however our pump-

kin roll did make an appearance. This is a photo of the brunch plate that was passed 

out to the residents and staff by the food service. Of course we were there in spirit. 

Bibles for Care Homes: A project that the NHM has been working on for a while has finally been completed 

this week. We found a need for residents who are sight impaired to have access 

to a Bible when there is no one available to help. After much research we found 

an electronic Bible that is extremely easy to use and can also be used one hand-

ed. While discussing this donation with the activities directors, they also made a 

request for some large print Bibles. The virus has made this donation more im-

perative.  

We purchased a total of 36 large print Bibles, 40 electronic Bibles, and 40 

Maxwell headphones. There is also an amount of Spanish 

Bibles included. We donated a few Bibles to Faith’s Library, too. 

These Bibles were donated to Haven, Life Care, Prestige, and Via Elegante Libraries. 

The picture on the right is the activities director at Via Elegante accepting Bibles from Joy. 

Thank You  

This Bible and Care Homes Project could not have been completed without Faith’s emotional and financial 

support. We did not need to ask for donations because the Nursing Home Ministry Fund had plenty of funds 

to accomplish this task. 

A big “Thank You” also goes to the crafty people making the afghan blankets for the NHM.  They are going 

to play a pivotal role in the Christmas celebrations at Life Care.  

Phyllis Pfeifer deserves a big “air hug” for the cute ornaments she made recently and all the crafty items she 

has donated to care homes over the years. 

 

The Nursing Home Ministry wishes you a Peaceful and Blessed Christmas. 

Preparing the Bibles for delivery 


