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SPIRITUAL STARGAZING 

 
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.  I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do 
you not perceive it?  I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. . .for I give water in the wilderness, rivers 
in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself. . .  (Isaiah 43:18-19) 

 

Wise men from the East came to Jerusalem asking “Where is the child who has been born King of the Jews?”  For we ob-
served his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” (Matthew 2:1b-2) 

 

This year was a special one in popular astronomy as two planets converged on the evening of the winter solstice – Jupiter 
and Saturn appeared in the southern sky and almost looked like a star to the naked eye which some dubbed the 
“Christmas Star.” I saw some of the photos our members took on Facebook, and with wonder, we all noted, “It’s a special 
sight.” 
 

Astronomers tell us that most of us will see this sight only one time, as the next projected appearance of these two plan-
ets together isn’t until 2080.  
 

The magi who saw a star in the east when Jesus was born had also seen something special and unusual. They traveled to 
Bethlehem because they saw a star rise in the sky.  I doubt that Jerusalem was on their “bucket list.”  Instead, they no-
ticed this sign, wondered at this marvelous new thing, and began a journey that led them to the baby Jesus and his moth-
er Mary at home.  If they had not noticed the star, the journey would not have been made, and the holy experience 
would have been missed, the gifts never given.  They were willing to risk approaching King Herod, a king who was noted 
for killing those who disagreed with him, in order to find the child. 

 

As we journey into 2021, we journey too.  Our world depends on those who know how to see when something new is 
appearing – to name it lovingly, to share it with others, and to begin the journey that it requires.  Are you a spiritual star-
gazer? I hope so. 

THE THREE KINGS by Leith Fisher 

 

 In the dark of the night     Moving out each day 
 we have seen a strange sight    on the unknown way ... 
 of a new star’s bright light     from the old to the new, 
 calling us to follow,     asking, looking, seeking 
 leave our sleepy hollow 
 
Happy New Year and Happy Epiphany! 
 
Blessings and light, Pastor Renée 
 

 



FPC Zoom Coffee Hour – Let’s Catch Up With Each Other! 

 

On Sunday, January 3, we’ll have a ZOOM Coffee Hour after our Facebook Watch party. Sign into ZOOM, 
and we’ll place you in a small group to have conversation with Faith folks. Each group will have a host, and 
we are so glad to offer this time for catching up and conversation. 

Time: Sundays at 11:15 a.m.  Meeting ID:  854 7196 8282  Passcode:  603532 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85471968282?pwd=WnNpVXM1QndXTWdNNXN1QzNtNXFTUT09 

One tap mobile 

+14086380968,,85471968282#,,,,,,0#,,603532# US (San Jose) 

+16699006833,,85471968282#,,,,,,0#,,603532# US (San Jose) 

Dial by your location (call any number)    Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/knkXrKkh8 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

 

 

Today’s Dial-a-Sermon is being presented by Mario Gonzales. Dial in to 520-231-3122  
and listen in.  Mario has a unique gift for sharing his faith.  On Wednesday we’ll talk 
about shepherds keeping watch and on Friday we’ll talk about wise men bringing gifts.  
Each one minute sermon will lift us up! 

 

Epiphany 

Sunday, January 3 
 

Join your Faith Family 

online and follow the star 

to Bethlehem! 

 

George Vander Meulen will be in the pulpit                
sharing the message. 

 

“Star Words” will be mailed to you! 

John Eaton age 94, a member of Faith for many years, died on December 23.  John 
was an Elder, instrumental in Christian Education, plus he started the Dixieland Devo-
tionals at Faith.  Condolences may be sent to: 
 

Cynthia Giroux  

2918 E. Straford Drive 

Chandler, AZ  85224 



Pastor Renée Rico will be on vacation from December 25 through January 3. 

Joy Church, 520-220-2431 will be Faith’s emergency contact while Pastor Renée is out of the office. 

“Thank You” 

From Child & Family Resources! 

 “There are not words to describe how thankful and 

amazed we are with the support from Faith Presbyterian 

Church.  My heart is filled with peace and joy knowing the kindness is still 

there in a year where so much hate has devastated the world.  Thank you a 

million times over.  God Bless.”    Brandi Samaniego, Healthy Programs Spvr. 

 

 

 



MORE GINGERBREAD HOUSES! 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

Sunday, January 17 - Parking Lot Annual Meeting - 11:00 am 

 

Sunday, January 24 - View Ordination and 

Installation of new officers Online 

 

Stephen Ministers to be Commissioned 

 

On Sunday, January 10, we will be commissioning our newest class of Stephen Ministers. Stephen 
Ministry is a Christian lay caring ministry for those in need, and is a vital part of our congregation’s 
ministry. On January 10, we will commission Joy Church, Mario Gonzales, and Cindy Hay. We invite 
you to join in the celebration! Please pray for and show your support for this caring ministry and 
these gifted people whom God has called and equipped for this important role in our congregation. 


