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Join Faith Presbyterian -  

Christmas Worship online 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 13th – 3rd Sunday in Advent. This is “Joy” Sunday, and appropriately, we have Joy 
Church, a candidate for ministry ready to receive an ordained call,  preaching on “Brought Down, and Lifted Up” in 
our online service. 

 

Monday, December 14th – last day for gifts or cash for Child and Family Services. 

 

Saturday, December 19th – Joint Blue Christmas Service with Sierra Vista United Methodist Church, 6:00 
p.m. premiere online, and available following this showing. For those for whom the holiday time is challenging this 
year. You are invited to prepare a candle to light, and something to eat and drink for an Agape Feast. We will be 
sending out links via email ahead of the service.  

 

Sunday, December 20th – 4th Sunday in Advent. This online service will include the children’s Christmas Pag-
eant telling the story of Jesus’ birth, and familiar Christmas carols.  The Advent candle of “Love” will be lit.  You 
are also invited to prepare bread and something to drink for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

Thursday, December 24th – Christmas Eve.  Our Christmas Eve service will be online this year, but with the 
familiar stories, scriptures and Christmas music. You are invited to prepare a candle or candles to light at the end 
as we sing Silent Night. You are invited to participate in our Presbyterian Church’s Christmas Joy Offering as well. 

 

Sunday, December 27th – 1st Sunday of Christmas Tide. We will offer an at-home liturgy for your use for re-
flection during this season. 

 

Sunday, January 3rd. Epiphany Sunday. This traditional Sunday focusing on the magi from the East will also 
include Star Words. We welcome to our pulpit George Vander Meulen, who is under care at Faith as a candidate 
for ministry in the PCUSA. 

 

 



FPC Zoom Coffee Hour – Let’s Catch Up With Each Other! 

 

On Sunday, December 13, we’ll have a ZOOM Coffee Hour after our Facebook Watch party. Sign into 
ZOOM, and we’ll place you in a small group to have conversation with Faith folks. Each group will have a 
host, and we are so glad to offer this time for catching up and conversation. 

Time: Sundays at 11:15 a.m.  Meeting ID:  854 7196 8282  Passcode:  603532 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85471968282?pwd=WnNpVXM1QndXTWdNNXN1QzNtNXFTUT09 

One tap mobile 

+14086380968,,85471968282#,,,,,,0#,,603532# US (San Jose) 

+16699006833,,85471968282#,,,,,,0#,,603532# US (San Jose) 

Dial by your location (call any number)    Find your local number: https://

us02web.zoom.us/u/knkXrKkh8 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

Dial-a-Sermon is celebrating Advent by remembering the lyrics of 
familiar carols and thinking about the stories behind them. Join in 
for a moment of Christmas fun! 520-231-3122 Share the number 
with friends and loved ones who need a lift.  

Advent Study Group:  The Fifth Gospel – Devotions on Isaiah 

On Zoom Mondays at 1:00 p.m. on December 14 and 21 

This Advent, I’ll be leading a small study group on Zoom based on our Presbytery Pastor’s Advent Devo-
tional for this year called, “The Fifth Gospel: Devotions on Isaiah.” Isaiah was the muse for Handel’s Messi-
ah, and through the New Testament, there are often references to images and scriptures from Isaiah.  

Everyone in the congregation can read along in the devotional whether you join our group or not – you can 
pick up a regular or large-print copy from the church office, or print one out for yourself (we’ll email you a pdf 
file).  

Brad writes of his devotional: “[It] introduces you to Isaiah as Jesus read it – 
to its beauty, its lyrical poetry, its social challenge, and its spiritual hope. As 
Matthew or John shape and form our faith and Christian identity, so Isaiah 
helped form Jesus.” 

Let Pastor Renée know that you want to join, and read the introduction to the 
devotional and the December 1st devotion for our first meeting. The Zoom 
link will be sent to those who sign-up. 

Note from the Finance Committee: 

If you have returned your orange pledge card,  

Thank you!! 

If not, please consider returning it so Finance can continue with 

budget preparations.  Thank you! 



         

Joint Blue Christmas Service with Sierra 
Vista United Methodist Church, December 
19 at 6:00 p.m. Premiere online and avail-
able following this showing. For those for 
whom the holiday time is challenging this 
year. You are invited to prepare a candle to 
light, and something to eat and drink for an 
Agape Feast. We will be sending out links 
via email ahead of the service.  

 

Enjoy the Advent season! 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 
 

Presbyterian Churches everywhere have for decades received the Christmas Joy Offering during 
this Advent Season. It goes to support Presbyterian church workers and their families who are in 
need and Presbyterian schools that are equipping communities of color.  
 

For those of you who are using giving envelopes, you have a special Christmas 

Joy Envelope in your packet. For everyone else, you are welcome to designate, 

on the memo line, your gift for the Christmas Joy Offering. Thank God for 

His blessing during this Advent Season. 

                                                                              Sonja Vander Meulen, Mission and Stewardship  

Thank You to all who have helped by providing special music, 
introits, benediction responses, or singing hymns for our online 
services.   

We will continue to need your support in the new year. 

If you are interested in helping with the 
music for our online worship services, 
please contact Janis Wheat, 520-417-0310 
or email buckwheat4@cox.net. 

NOTICE:  The Gaslight Theater has cancelled the performance for February 

28, 2021.  Faith had made reservations for that day to see “Two-Gun McCraw.”  

We will keep you informed when they will reopen.  Keep a positive outlook for 

the future.  God has a plan for us! 



Message from Sharon Keene…. 

Dear Renée and Session Members, 

Ed and I have contemplated what we need to 

do and what will be best for us at this time.  It 

has taken a great deal of consideration to 

decide what we want to do and where we 

want to be at this point in our lives.  All of our doctors are in Tucson and the drive 

there at our age is becoming more and more difficult as time goes by.  That being the 

case, we have made the decision to move to Tucson.  Much as we love the church and 

our friends in Sierra Vista, we have decided we need to resize and be closer to the 

medical facilities available there.  We love all of you, but because we need to do what 

is right for us, I am respectfully resigning from anything connected to Faith Presby-

terian and the choir.  This simply means for the choir that we 

have a lot of music to move.  We are not sure when this is go-

ing to occur, although we have already made a down pay-

ment on our new home and have been given a closing date 

of March 30th.  Until then, I will try to give you all the help 

and information I can to make this transition as smooth as 

possible. 

I have been asked by many people over the years, “when do you plan to retire?” and 

my reply has always been, “God will tell me when he doesn’t want me to do this any-

more.”  I believe that God has given me a sign that it is time to start a new chapter in 

my life and truly believe that this is His plan and I trust Him implicitly.  With my 

health problems and lack of strength, this letter has been extremely difficult for me to 

write because I truly realize what I am going to miss when I leave Sierra Vista and 

Faith Presbyterian.  I am hoping that some of you will stop by when we are settled in 

our new Tucson home.   

Please understand that this has been a very difficult decision for Ed and IU to make 

to start a new chapter that will place less burden on us physically.  Please feel free to 

contact me regarding our decision, however, know that it is one that will not 

change.  This move will put us closer to two of our children, our grandson and our 

medical facilities in Tucson.  This is simply something we feel we MUST do at this 

point in our lives. 

We love you all! 

Musically,          

Sharon Keene 


