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Remembering the Saints 

 

On Sunday, we will celebrate All Saints Day. The word, “saints,” means God’s holy ones. We are God’s holy 
people. Now, we are called holy, not because we ourselves are holy, but because we are connected with 
God, and set apart for God’s work in the world. God is holy and because we belong to God, we are called 
holy.  

In the time of the Bible, we discover that none of the saints are dead. Saints are not dead people in the Bible, 
living up in heaven. Saints are living people, living down here on earth. The Christian understanding of the 
word saints changed over time, because when we talk today about saints, we mean those who have passed 
on. 

But one thing that hasn’t changed about our understanding of saints through the millennia is what makes a 
saint: A saint is a person through whom the light of God shines out to others. Their lives inspire you and lift 
you up to be better people. By the nature of their lives, these saints inspire you to be holy. 

Honoring relatives and friends who have "gone home to be with the Lord" is often viewed as a privilege that 
is pleasing to God. Numerous Christians find comfort in the belief that those who have gone before them are 
among the "cloud of witnesses" praying and interceding for them. The United States is one of the few nations 
in which the concept of death is socially uncomfortable and viewed as a taboo subject, so for me, it is all the 
more important a time for us to remember and commemorate. 

Nadia Bolz Weber is a Lutheran priest, pastor and author. She tells of leaving her very conservative Disciples 
of Christ up-bringing (think no cards, no dancing, no alcohol) for a life that wandered into prodigal son territo-
ry. Then she came clean, became a Christian, and found herself answering a call of God to become a pastor, 
which as a woman in her parents’ tradition isn’t allowed. Knowing this, she went to tell her parents with some 
trepidation about her plans for her life. She told them the whole story of how she was being called to this min-
istry and how important it was to her.  Upon hearing this, her father crossed the room and picked up a Bible. 
She worried that he was going to quote a scripture about women being silent in church – that he was going 
to use the Bible as a weapon. 

Instead he turned to the Book of Esther, at the point in the story where it is clear that Esther is grappling with 
a big job that she needs to do to save her people. Esther’s uncle in the story, and Nadia’s father, read this: 
“For you were born for such a day as this.” Nadia’s parents then hugged her, prayed, and gave her a bless-
ing for her becoming a pastor. For Nadia, it was one of the most inspirational and important moments in her 
life journey.  

This is how I think it works. The saints in the Bible (like Esther) inspire us to be 
saints for each other every day.  Those names that we will read in the service 
have also been saints to us and to those we know, and remind us to be the 
saints for each other, here and now. 

 

Blessings and light, René 



“Gospel Hospitality & the Kingdom of God”  

Nov 6-8 online (Zoom)  Offered by the Presbyterian Border Region Outreach! 

This online event will be hosted by the ministry site Pasos de Fe y Esperanza  in Ciudad Juárez, 
and presented through Zoom. The conference begins on Friday, November 6 and will conclude 
with morning worship on Sunday, November 8.  Registration is $20 per person or $40 for a 
household of 2 or more.  Each individual or household will receive a Zoom link in order to partici-
pate.  The registration fee includes: pre-conference workshops, 5 sessions, 3 worship services, 
Saturday lunchtime workshops, a special concert on Saturday evening, and interpretation services 
during regular conference sessions.  

Please note:  registered participants will choose from workshops in mid-October.  

            Link to register 

Our Mission & Stewardship Committee is providing scholarships to anyone who wishes to attend this     
virtual event.  Please contact Sonja Vander Meulen @ Sonja.vandermeulen@gmail.com. 

Attention Choir Members and other folks who want to 

share their talented voices…. 

The church is in great need of additional vocalists to sing the introit and special music plus 

sing or lead the congregational “singing” of the hymns online.  Will you help?   

Special recording sessions will be scheduled. 

Please contact Janis Wheat at buckwheat4@cox.net or 520-417-0310 or 

Heather Carter at heatherwsings@gmail.com or 520-378-3751 

 

Thanks for sharing your  

Halloween photos! 

 

~ NOTE:  THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6 ~ 

https://presbyterianborder.org/events?fbclid=IwAR2Wex5LK4lCD1AUVClsE_nlGijt3WShF16OZXarU0SOFCctb7IWqFZP7ig


Near the end of his life, when Paul was in prison in Rome, he looked to Timothy for 
comfort, In a letter to him, Paul asked his friend to bring his scrolls/parchments to the 
prison the next time he visited. Paul found comfort in those scriptures. And we find 
comfort there too. Dial-a-Sermon ministers that same comfort three times a week. Dial 
520-231-3122 and be lifted in. 

Sermon Bible Study November 2, 9, and 16
 
on Zoom – Monday at 1:00 p.m. 

Join us as we gather online to study the scriptures that will be used in the upcoming sermon.  We all learn a 

lot, and with some frequency, the study conversation shows up in the sermon! 

November 2 -   Matthew 25:1-13 

November 9 -   Matthew 25:14-30 

November 16 - Luke 12:15-21  and Psalm 65 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85694487244?pwd=RmRHRjRzSzI4MEtrVVBaTzJYcTNpQT09 

Meeting ID: 856 9448 7244 

Passcode: 097675 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd0xdO0B2G 

 

FPC Zoom Coffee Hour – Let’s Catch Up With Each Other! 

On Sunday, November 1, we’ll have a ZOOM Coffee Hour after our Facebook Watch party. Sign into ZOOM, and we’ll 
place you in a small group to have conversation with Faith folks. Each group will have a host, and we are so glad to 
offer this time for catching up and conversation. 

Time: Sundays at 11:15 a.m.  Meeting ID:  854 7196 8282  Passcode:  603532 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85471968282?pwd=WnNpVXM1QndXTWdNNXN1QzNtNXFTUT09 

One tap mobile 

+14086380968,,85471968282#,,,,,,0#,,603532# US (San Jose) 

+16699006833,,85471968282#,,,,,,0#,,603532# US (San Jose) 

Dial by your location (call any number)    Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/knkXrKkh8 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

Please send all prayer requests and updates to Margie Riley at                    

rileymargie1944@gmail.com or call  520-803-0621 from                                      

November 10th and continuing through December 3rd. 

Are you a military veteran or are you currently serving in the military?        

Veterans Day is November 11 and we would like to acknowledge in the newsletter 

those members or friends of Faith that have served or are serving their country.  

Please let me know at faithsecsv@gmail.com  



    

          “Happy  November  Birthday”  to ….. 

 

    Gertrude Balentine      01 

    Eleanor Templeman      01 

    Bill Falconer        02 

    Bobbie Hanson       04 

    Sharon Keene       05 

    Debbie Perry        05 

    Rose Marie Dokken      11 

    Mike Winters        12 

    Rick Barr        14 

    Howard Slater       20 

    Karl Elledge        21 

    Marlene Lewis       23 

    Fred Whitley        25 

    Joe Banducci        29 

    Martha Louzy       29 

    Jean Moyers        30 

    George Van Otten       30 

 

   “Happy November Anniversary”  to ….. 

 

    Jack & Connie Pitzel      07 

    Joe & Debbie Perry      15 

    Howard & Nancy Slater     29 



 

 “Faith Mission Study Launched”  

"A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step", Lao Tzu 

I know many of you have been wondering when we were 

going to start our search for a new, permanent Pastor.  I 

am glad to tell everyone that the first step in that journey 

has been taken.   

The Session has formed a Mission Study Task Force 

(MSTF).  A Mission Study is the first step that needs to be taken before we 

can consider calling or even searching for a new pastor.  It must be complet-

ed and approved by the Session and Presbytery before the congregation 

can elect the Pastor Nominating Committee.  

The Mission Study, when done before beginning the pastoral search, helps 

the congregation assess where it is, and where God is calling it to go, so it 

can find the leader it needs to get there.  A Mission Study is the telling of 

the congregation’s story.  It takes into account its history, the lives of its 

members, the community in which it is located, and its hopes for the future.  

There are a lot of steps to preparing a Mission Study, which will include re-

search, interviews, surveys, and a fair amount of writing. 

The members of Faith who have agreed to serve on the MSTF are: Gene 

Raymond, Chair; Bill Brouwer; Paul Lewis; Debbie Wood; and Cindy Hay. We 

will have help and guidance from Renee, who is well versed in this process 

as well as the Presbytery Commission on Ministry.  The MSTF will seek the 

input and views of the congregation at specific times as we craft the Study 

and we will of course provide feedback and updates from time to time.  We 

have set a goal to have the Study completed by mid-Spring.  We ask every-

one’s prayers for wisdom, energy, skill, and patience as the MSTF begins the 

first steps on our Journey to the future. 

      Gene Raymond, Chair of the MSTF 


