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“A Journey Across the Border” by Carolyn Malik 

 

Last November I went to Salvador Urbina, Chiapas as part of the immersion delegation ar-
ranged by Frontera de Crista.  I had heard Rev. Mark Adams speak about the trip as part of 
the 35th anniversary of the Presbyterian binational ministry.  When Pastor Virginia and I 
spoke of it she encouraged me (strongly as only Virginia could) to go.  We would be studying 
the coffee process and it's effect on the northern migration out of Central America.  Farmer 
after farmer told of their migration to America because they couldn't get enough out of their 
beans to support their families.  They also told of the gratitude they felt when they were able 
to return to their homes and families thanks to the cooperative Café Justo which is one of 
four organized by Mark and his staff.  

These farmers and families took us into their homes, fed us, and as they sat at the table with us they told us 
their stories.  They also asked us questions  They treated us with more love than I could have imag-
ined.  They thanked us again and again for buying their coffee.  They shared the changes within their com-
munity that were due to the increased price of their product (coffee) they were getting through the coopera-
tive. And they helped get the chickens and turkeys out of our bedroom when necessary.   

I've traveled a lot and as always did my homework.  I was prepared for the trip to Chiapas.  I was not, howev-
er, prepared for the conference "Responding to the Exodus" which was from Friday through church service 
Sunday at the wall.  I was amazed at the diversity of the attendees and the presenters. Attendees were from 
many, many states and a few were international with the keynote speaker being Rev. Dr. Claudio Car-
valhaes.  Brazilian by birth, he is now teaching at a New York City university.  Attorneys spoke of the red 
tape and difficulty of the entry process.  One presentation was about the politics.  I had no idea that Mexico's 
policy had changed and its borders have become The Wall making it difficult to go in any direction.  Humani-
tarian workers told of the situations from which the migrants were escaping.  The theme seemed to be, "How 
should the Body of Christ respond to border issues?" 

We went to the Migrant Resource Center shortened to "cam' e" for the Spanish translation which 
I can't remember and couldn't pronounce.  Then we had lunch.  The next day we  went to the 
Trabajo which is a program aimed towards women.  Its focus is micro farming and crafts.  There 
was another program at Lily of the Valley Church in the afternoon which as it happens is across 
the street from Café Justo (just as the afternoon doldrums hit).  We had coffee and did some 
shopping.    

The weekend was topped off Saturday night by an outdoor barbeque featuring the best fajitas I've ever had, 
several troups of Mexican dancers and a superb male singer; a tenor if I remember right. Sunday there was a 
large service at the wall.  God was there! 

I encourage all who are able to go to Chiapas but if you're unable go to the Border Ministry event.  This year 
it's online so you don't have to leave your recliner! 

 

On the next page, you’ll see an opportunity to experience border issues online! 



 

“Gospel Hospitality & the Kingdom of God”  

Nov 6-8 online (Zoom)  Offered by the Presbyterian Border Region Outreach! 

This online event will be hosted by the ministry site Pasos de Fe y Esperanza  in Ciudad 

Juárez, and presented through Zoom. The conference begins on Friday, November 6 and 

will conclude with morning worship on Sunday, November 8.  Registration is $20 per per-

son or $40 for a household of 2 or more.  Each individual or household will receive a 

Zoom link in order to participate.  The registration fee includes: pre-conference work-

shops, 5 sessions, 3 worship services, Saturday lunchtime workshops, a special concert on 

Saturday evening, and interpretation services during regular conference sessions.  

Please note:  registered participants will choose from workshops in mid-October.  

            Link to register 

Our Mission & Stewardship Committee is providing scholarships to anyone who wishes to attend this vir-
tual event. Please contact Sonja Vander Muelen @ Sonja.vandermeulen@gmail.com. 

Session Votes Unanimously to Reopen Facilities to Phase 2: Reduced 

 

This week, the Session voted by email to move from Phase I: Restricted to Phase 2: 
Reduced in light of the lowered number of cases of COVD-19 in the county and the 
lower rate of positive tests. This is the second phase of the four-phase plan to re-
spond to the COVID-19 pandemic 

 

The Worship committee is planning on a return to reduced worship attendance in the 
Sanctuary for Sunday, November 1

st
, All Saints Day with a new worship time of 

9:30 a.m. This service, and the following ones, will be recorded and posted shortly  
afterwards on YouTube and our website for everyone to watch online. 

 

Next week we will provide more details on how to reserve a seat in the  

sanctuary and the rules of the road for attendance. Stay tuned! 

 

https://presbyterianborder.org/events?fbclid=IwAR2Wex5LK4lCD1AUVClsE_nlGijt3WShF16OZXarU0SOFCctb7IWqFZP7ig


Did you know that Dial-a-Sermon has callers who leave messages from other 
states? We have received messages from California, Montana, Colorado,     
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and Tennessee. And from all over Arizona too. 
Listeners share the number with friends and loved ones. Listen in any time at 
520-231-3122. 
 

Sermon Bible Study Resumes October 19th and 26th
 
on Zoom – Mondays at 1:00 p.m. 

Join us as we gather online to study the scriptures that will be used in the upcoming sermon.  We all learn a 

lot, and with some frequency, the study conversation shows up in the sermon! 

October 19th - Psalm 90 and Matthew 22:34-40 

October 26th - Matthew 23:1-13 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85694487244?pwd=RmRHRjRzSzI4MEtrVVBaTzJYcTNpQT09 

Meeting ID: 856 9448 7244 

Passcode: 097675 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd0xdO0B2G 

FPC Zoom Coffee Hour – Let’s Catch Up With Each Other! 

On Sunday, October 11, we’ll have a ZOOM Coffee Hour after our Facebook Watch party. Sign into ZOOM, and we’ll 
place you in a small group to have conversation with Faith folks. Each group will have a host, and we are so glad to 
offer this time for catching up and conversation. 

Time: Sundays at 11:15 a.m.  Meeting ID:  854 7196 8282  Passcode:  603532 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85471968282?pwd=WnNpVXM1QndXTWdNNXN1QzNtNXFTUT09 

One tap mobile 

+14086380968,,85471968282#,,,,,,0#,,603532# US (San Jose) 

+16699006833,,85471968282#,,,,,,0#,,603532# US (San Jose) 

Dial by your location (call any number)    Find your local number: https://

us02web.zoom.us/u/knkXrKkh8 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

 

Would YOU like to have an opportunity to serve your church by recording a 
children’s sermon for the online worship service?  The children would love to 
hear your message!  For information, contact the office at 520-378-9400. 

     All Saints’ Day will be celebrated on Sunday, November 1. 

 We will be remembering Faith’s members who have gone before us by listing 

 their names in the bulletin.  If you have special names you would like Pastor 

 Renée to read, please let the office know in advance.  Thank you.  


