
 

 
                               2021 Nonprofit Forum Application 

Deadline for submission is March 29, 2021 
Please return completed application to The Luzerne Foundation 

Via email to diane@luzfdn.org or fax to 570.300.1712                     
Please don’t mail 

Average grant size is $5,000 

Name of Organization:  EIN:     

Are you registered with the Bureau of Charitable Organizations in Pennsylvania?  Yes  No  

If No, is your registration in process? _________________________________________________________ 

  Organization Address:        

CEO/President/Executive Director:     

Person making application:    

Phone:  Fax:  E-mail:    

Website URL:      

Organization’s Mission Statement:    
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Respond to the following. Total application should not exceed 6 pages. Please be concise! 

1.  State the need of the organization and how grant funding will address that need: (be  specific) 
Note: 12-point type, 1” margins to address your responses to Questions 1-3 below 

2. Group or population affected: (who will benefit?) 

3. How will the money be used?  Is this a new or existing program? 

4. Include Budget/Project/Program cost and grant amount requested 

5. Please include a copy of your most current balance sheet 

Name (Signature):    

Call The Foundation at 570.822.2065 if you have any questions. 
Mailing address: The Luzerne Foundation, 34 South River Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 

 
Office Use:  Field of Interest:     
Geographic Region  Guidestar verified   

Amy Pinder
Accessible Festivals

Amy Pinder


Amy Pinder
47-1805055

Amy Pinder
No, we are a NJ-based charity with events/programs in Lehigh Valley and NEPA

Amy Pinder
22 Seabrook Road Stockton NJ 08559

Amy Pinder
Amy Pinder

Amy Pinder
Amy Pinder

Amy Pinder
609-954-8245

Amy Pinder
amy@accessiblefestivals.org

Amy Pinder
www.accessiblefestivals.org AND www.inclusionfestival.com

Amy Pinder
We envision communities that guarantee access, inclusion, and respect for all abilities. Our mission is to change how society views disabilities and how people with disabilities view themselves, through universally appealing and potentially transformative virtual and in-person experiences that use music, visual arts, workshops, movement, and other forms of accessible recreation that help to transcend an individual’s limitations.



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
March 3, 2021 

 

RE: The Luzerne Foundation 2021 Nonprofit Forum Application- Narrative Responses 

Dear Board Members,  

 

Thank you for taking the time to learn more about our Inclusion event series, an ongoing project of the 501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization Accessible Festivals, dedicated to making recreation accessible to people of all abilities. Inclusion Festival 
began as the nation’s first and only sensory-friendly music and wellness festival, designed to accommodate and include 

people of all abilities. Believing the concepts of inclusion are fundamental to all experiences and communities, the festival 

has since grown to promote inclusion as a state of mind through the creation of an online magazine, training programs, 

and sensory-friendly accommodations and modifications at events and in community settings throughout the tri-state 

areas of NY, NJ, and PA, with a primary focus on Northeastern Pennsylvania and West Central New Jersey. Due to the 

global pandemic, the focus of our events have shifted to feature best practices in virtual accessibility, including closed 

captioning, American Sign Language (ASL) interpretation, high-color contrasts, visual descriptions, and more. 

Our Mission and Vision: We envision communities that guarantee access, inclusion, and respect for all abilities. Our 

mission is to change how society views disabilities and how people with disabilities view themselves, through universally 

appealing and potentially transformative experiences that use music, visual arts, workshops, movement, and other forms 

of accessible recreation that help to transcend an individual’s limitations. Founded by the only differently-abled legal 

professional in the industry, and inspired by the beauty and universal language that connects us all through music, 

Accessible Festivals provides direct services, consultation, and training to professionals in the entertainment industry, 

while educating the general public about the value of inclusion and accessibility through innovative events and 

experiences. 

Target Population: Recreation and leisure are critical to the happiness, self-worth, and self-identity of all individuals. 

Recreational experiences help strengthen family and cultural connections and build social cohesion and inclusive 

communities. People who make time for recreation report reduced stress, depression and pain, healthier weights, 

improved cognition, and resistance to illness and disease. Settings created for this purpose provide important 

opportunities for people to connect and share resources and ideas. However, the importance of leisure activities is often 

overlooked in developing programs for individuals with disabilities. In recognizing this void, Accessible Festivals is 

dedicated to making recreation universally accessible regardless of ability. According to The Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, 26% of adults in the US have some type of disability (roughly 61 million people) and 17% of children have 

developmental disabilities, including autism, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, and more. These numbers continue to rise yearly, 

supporting the vital need for expanded recreational opportunities and increased community awareness, understanding, 

resources, and systems of support for these individuals. 

Statement of Need: Covid-19 has presented the need to highlight and promote best practices in online accessibility so 

that other producers of educational and recreational online content gain a greater understanding of accessibility needs 

and challenges. Internet access has become a requirement for full participation in personal, professional, social, and civic 

life. A study published in PC Magazine confirms Americans spend on average 40 hours weekly on their smartphones and 

tablets, yet 8.1 million Americans experience challenges accessing the internet due to a disability. While communications 

regulator Ofcom confirms that individuals are spending 36 percent more time online since the pandemic, a 2019 analysis 

by Webaim found that 98.7 percent of the top million most viewed website homepages had accessibility issues. By 

showcasing, promoting, and advising on best practices for online accessibility through our programs and partnerships, we 

aim to serve as a model and consultant to other providers wanting to attain this goal. 

 
Our Approach: We successfully translated our in-person programming to an online format with accessible workshops, 

articles, and information about health, exercise, emotional regulation, nutrition, learning and communication strategies, 

financial planning, independent living, academic and vocational skills development, evidence-based therapies, and more. 

Our online programming was showcased through the successful online debut of our annual festival, and the creation of a 

public special interest Facebook group, where we offer ongoing weekly activities, workshops, and resources. All content 

shared through our online festival and festival website is fully accessible. Both our content and consultative services 

provide inspiration and a roadmap for other organizations who aim to replicate our model for best accessibility practices.  



We plan to continue to produce weekly online content along with a series of Pennsylvania-based events in Spring, 

Summer, and Fall 2021 that include music, workshops, talks, and panels related to accessibility and inclusion. The events 

will integrate all we have learned from our successful online presentations to deliver an accessible experience to those 

who choose to engage remotely or in-person. Importantly, we are also committed to identifying and employing artists and 

organizers with disabilities and providing them with fair compensation at a time when employment for artists and other 

music industry workers is extremely unstable and/or non-existent and to offer consult and training for regional 

organizations inspired by our programs to produce their own high-quality accessible content as the pandemic continues to 

change the landscape of our daily lives. In collaboration with NEPA Inclusive, we will present a virtual tour of the SMART 

Tech Resource Center during our event(s) to disperse useful information to those living with disabilities. After the event, 

the accessible virtual tour, with closed captions and ASL, will remain available to NEPA Inclusive as a learning tool for 

those unable to visit the center in-person. Importantly, we will continue with outreach to offer similar, customized 

partnerships and services to other aligned, area non-profits.  

Support for Our Approach: An extensive review of peer-reviewed research journals conducted by the American Music 

Therapy Association (AMTA) concludes that music is universally appealing and helps promote social, emotional, and 

cognitive skills across many different disability categories. Music is widely accepted as an evidence-based therapy known 

to reduce stress, enhance memory, improve communication, strengthen sensory-processing, gross and fine motor skills, 

and diminish maladaptive behaviors. Additionally, there is strong potential for communities with diverse needs and 

backgrounds to bond through shared musical experiences such as those offered at Inclusion Festival’s virtual and in-

person events. Furthermore, the importance of festivals is documented throughout history and across virtually all cultures. 

Traditions like Chinese New Year, Mardi Gras, Diwali, and more highlight important cultural values and heritage and 

support the notion that festivals are a purposeful and profound way to connect with our roots, reflect on personal values 

and experiences, and identify rituals and practices that resonate with us. They offer the opportunity to come together in 

celebration, strengthening our sense of belonging and cohesiveness. We are proud to have successfully translated this 

experience to an online format in the midst of the pandemic. 

Who We Are: Accessible Festivals and Inclusion Festival is comprised of a passionate, dynamic team of special 

educators, speech language therapists, yoga teachers, legal experts, event planners, accessibility experts, and public 

relations specialists dedicated to improving the quality of life and the public’s perception of individuals with special needs 

through inclusive, immersive experiences. We are committed to working with the local, regional, and increasingly global 

community to ensure the success of all programming. Regarding our global reach, this year we are proud to have 

partnered with organizers in Bosnia and Japan who contributed to our online festival.  

Our Commitment: We believe accessibility is a fundamental right for people of all abilities. While ongoing efforts continue 

in the civic, corporate, education, private, and non-profit sectors to ensure inclusive and accessible accommodations for 

all abilities, little has been done to ensure the accessibility of live music, entertainment, and recreational events. The 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) has limited language surrounding this area of need, however it is just as important 

as any other aspect of accessibility. Accessible Festivals is committed to filling this void by providing resources, a 

roadmap, and model that encompasses, engages, and celebrates the inclusion of people of all abilities in enjoying the 

social, emotional, and health benefits of recreation and leisure experiences. Our in person and online presentations 

provide a robust and innovative approach to achieving this goal, appropriate for the current healthcare needs of our 

community.  

Allocation of Funding: We have submitted a single budget sheet that outlines our organization and project budget. We 

are requesting $4,428.50, exactly half of the amount we anticipate needing to fulfill our project goals for the upcoming 

year. Funding will be used to present our Inclusion event series, and to provide additional accessibility services to partner 

organizations with existing music and arts programs. In addition to providing and demonstrating the value of accessible 

experiences and enabling the disabled community access to the benefits inherent to music and recreation, our efforts will 

also provide funding to venues and music artists that are struggling significantly as a result of the pandemic. 

We look forward to hearing from you and hope you will join us in this worthwhile journey to foster universal inclusion and 

recreational accessibility by supporting our Inclusion event series.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Amy Pinder, MA, CCC-SLP 

Speech-Language Therapist 

Executive Director of Accessible Festivals 

amy@accessiblefestivals.org  

www.acccessiblefestivals.org  

609-954-8245 



ACCESSIBLE FESTIVALS ORGANIZATION & PROJECT BUDGET FOR 2021

CURRENT BALANCE:
Income Source (Actual) Type of Funding Amount
The Baldwin Foundation Grant $12,000
Lackawanna County, PA Office of Arts & Culture Grant $10,000
The FAR Fund Grant $5,000
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield Grant $575
Mimi FIshman Foundation Grant $2,500
Individual Donations Donation $26,209
Board Member Contributions Donation $1,000
Mimi Fishman Foundation Grant $2,500

TOTAL: $57,284

Income Source (Anticipated) Type of Funding Amount
Fiscal Sponsorship Administrative Fees Revenue $1,000
Additional Donations Donation $9,000
Event Ticket Sales Revenue $2,500
Addutional Board Member Contributions Donation $1,000
Other Grants Grant $1,000

TOTAL: $14,500
COMBINED TOTAL (ACTUAL & ANTICIPATED): $71,784

PROPOSED 2021 BUDGET:
Expense Category Amount
PR Consultant Fundraising $2,000
Social Media Marketing Fundraising $8,250
Paid Advertising Fundraising $1,200
Email Marketing Platform Fundraising $500
Google Suite Administrative $636
Website Hosting & Domain Space Administrative $250
Website Maitenance & Development Administrative $1,300
Directors and Officers Insurance Administrative $1,005
Inclusion Project Manager Programs/Projects $20,000
Inclusion Talent- Musicians and teaching artists Programs/Projects $10,000
Inclusion Accessibility Services- ASL, captions, audio descriptions, etc. Programs/Projects $10,000
Inclusion Videography- Livestream presentations Programs/Projects $2,000
Inclusion Production- stages, lighting Programs/Projects $3,000
Inclusion Grants/Consultation- provision of accessibility services for partner organizations Programs/Projects $5,000
Unforseen Project Costs Programs/Projects $1,000

TOTAL: $66,141
ESTIMATED PROFIT: $5,643
NEED TO RAISE (ACTUAL): $8,857


	NPO Forum Application 2021
	Accessible Festivals Luzerne NPO Forum 2021
	Accessible Festivals Organization & Project Budget 2021 - Sheet1-2



