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THE PLAYS 
 

Agatha Christie’s And Then There Were None 

October 23-24, 30-31 & November 1, 2015 

By Agatha Christie 
By permission of Samuel French 

Directed by Robyn Zitnick 

A summer holiday ends up being a deadly game of elimination as, one-by-one, ten stranded visitors are charged with 
various crimes before being murdered. Set off the coast of Devon during World War II, this classic Agatha Christie 
mystery follows a well-known nursery rhyme as the stranded guests are accused by an unknown avenger. 

The Exonerated 

November 6-8, 2015 

at EARLHAM COLLEGE 

By Jessica Blank and Erik Jensen 
By permission of Dramatists Play Service, Inc.  

Directed by Erica Pearson  

Based on actual stories of six Death Row inmates, The Exonerated is an intense drama of a justice system gone awry 
and tells how lives are derailed when those wrongly-convicted are placed into the darkest corner of the penal system. 

How these prisoners were eventually acquitted will exemplify perseverance, survival and hope. 
In collaboration with the Earlham College Theatre Arts Department Sponsored by Doxpop LLC   FOR ADULT AUDIENCES 

 

 

CASTS OF CHARACTERS 
 

And Then There Were None The Exonerated 
ROGERS – a faithful servant or not 
MRS. ROGERS – housekeeper, efficient, organized, jumpy 
FRED NARRACOTT – boat captain, touch lazy, takes a nip 
VERA CLAYTHORNE – young, slightly wide-eyed, has claws 
PHILIP LOMBARD – mature, charming, dark sense of humor 
ANTHONY MARSTON – youthful, loves cars, speed, & himself 
WILLIAM BLORE – loud, liar, sometimes likeable 
DR. ARMSTRONG – cold but capable MD – at least for now 
EMILY BRENT – every party has its pooper 
SIR LAWRENCE WARGRAVE – judge, permanently smug 
GENERAL MACKENZIE – retired with regrets, a bit “crackers” 

KERRY MAX COOK – convicted of murder in 1978 

ROBERT EARL HAYES – convicted of murder and rape in 1991 

DELBERT TIBBS – convicted of murder and rape in 1974 

SONIA JACOBS – convicted of 2 murders in 1976 

GARY GAUGER – convicted of murdering his parents in 1993 

DAVID KEATON – convicted of murder in 1971 

 
JUDGES, PROSECUTORS, and LAWYERS 

 

 

 



THE PLAYWRIGHTS 

 
Dame Agatha Mary Clarissa Christie, (15 September 1890 – 12 January 
1976) was an English crime novelist, short story writer and playwright. She 
also wrote six romances under the name Mary Westmacott, but she is best 
known for the 66 detective novels and 14 short story collections that she 
wrote under her own name, most of which revolve around the investigative 
work of such characters as Hercule Poirot and  Jane Marple.  - Wikipedia 

www.agathachristie.com  
  
Erik Jensen is an American actor and playwright. Jensen was born and raised in 
Minnesota. He graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in acting from Carnegie Mellon 
University.  

Jessica Blank, born in New Haven, Connecticut, is an American actress, playwright, and 
novelist who has appeared in film, television, and theater.  Blank grew up in New Haven 
and Washington, D.C., and attended Macalester College[5] and the University of 
Minnesota.[6] In 2001, she married the actor and playwright Erik Jensen. 

Audio interview with the playwrights:  http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/podcast/exonerated  
 

What do these two plays have in common?  They both deal with justice and the 
legal system, albeit in VERY different ways. 

And Then There Were None features characters who were guilt but not convicted. 

The Exonerated features characters who were convicted but not guilty. 

Is our justice system flawed?  You be the “judge”. 

 

 

 

Study Guides & Online Resources 

Death Penalty Info.org:  http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org 

Death Penalty Curriculum Guide:  https://www.amnestyusa.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/deathpenaltycurriculumguide.pdf 

List of Exonerated Inmates:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_exonerated_death_row_inmates#2010.E2.80.932015 

Justice Theme Study:  http://resources.mhs.vic.edu.au/creating/justice/pages/theme.htm  

Justice Teaching:  http://www.justiceteaching.org/lesson_plans.shtml  
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Indiana Academic Standards Related to the Study of Justice 

 

 

 

 



  



On May 10, 2000, this letter to the editor was published in the New York Times: 

Flawed Justice System  
To the Editor:  

Re ''Reforming the Death Penalty System'' (editorial, May 8):  

You describe the death penalty system in our country as ''profoundly 
flawed.'' But in reality it is the nation's justice system that is flawed.  

We execute people who don't have enough money to buy ''dream team'' 
defense lawyers. We know the death penalty does not deter crime. We 
know that after appeals have been completed, it is costly, so it does not 
save taxpayer money.  

If we continue to support the death penalty, let's not pretend that we have something called justice.  

Let's admit that we support a penal system that eliminates poor people who commit heinous crimes.  

MARILYN SCHIFFMANN  

Several popular authors have shared the following insight: 

“I believe [...] that while all human life is sacred there’s nothing wrong with the death penalty if you can trust the legal 

system implicitly, and that no one but a moron would ever trust the legal system.”  

― Neil Gaiman, American Gods 

“Harsh justice is still justice.”  

― George R.R. Martin, A Storm of Swords 

“America's prisons have become warehouses for the mentally ill.”  
― Bryan Stevenson, Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption 

“I wonder how much the general population of this country know that the legal  

system has far more to do with playing a good hand of poker than it does with justice.”  

― Jodi Picoult, My Sister's Keeper 

 

What’s your Opinion?  Is justice possible?   
Write your own letter to the editor expressing your views on justice, the justice system, or capital punishment.  

State your claim and support it with logical reasoning and relevant evidence.  Address claims and 

counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both.   

(IAS W.3.1)   

 

 
 

Claim

Reason 
with 

Evidence

Reason 
with 

Evidence

Reason 
with 

Evidence

Counter-
claims

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1221698.Neil_Gaiman
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1970226
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/346732.George_R_R_Martin
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1164465
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4396806.Bryan_Stevenson
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/28323940
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7128.Jodi_Picoult
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1639903


BOOK OR PLAY            Name:  _______________________________________________________  

The play, And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie is based on a book, also by Agatha 

Christie, with an English titled some found offensive, so the it was changed for the American 

publication.  Let’s compare the book and the play.  Fill in the following chart comparing and 

contrasting them. (IAS RL.4.1)  You might also like to see one or more film adaptation and compare it to the book & play. 

 Book Only Both Play Only 

Characters    

Setting    

Plot    
 
 
 
 
 
  

Would you say that the play was faithful to the original text?  Explain your answer, citing specific examples from the book 

and play.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Does each version have the same impact on the audience?  Explain your answer. 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Now, review the book and play.   

 

The Book 
 

The Play 
 

Which did you rate higher?  Why? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://mcdn1.teacherspayteachers.com/thumbitem/Compare-and-Contrast-Common-Core-Aligned-Literacy-Activities-Set-Two/large-587816-1.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Wizard-Of-Boz&h=120&w=162&tbnid=byW71rS3XqY_4M:&zoom=1&docid=8fNLMs4UNXhArM&ei=Z6Q-VerQMszdsASi1IGgCw&tbm=isch&ved=0CD0QMygWMBY


Resources Available at Morrisson-Reeves Library 

 

Opposing Viewpoints in Context is the premier online resource covering today’s hottest social issues.  

This cross-curricular research tool presents each side of an issue so that readers can draw their own 

valid conclusions, 

You have free access to this resource using your Morrisson-Reeves library card by going to this site: 

http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/ovic/?p=OVIC&u=rich96562   

You can also access the site through Morrisson-Reeves website:  

http://www.mrlinfo.org/reference/onlineresources.html 

 

Books Available at Morrisson-Reeves: 

Books 

Title: Bloodsworth: the true story of the first death row inmate exonerated by DNA, by Junkin, 

Tim 

Call Number:  364.66 J95 

Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, 2004. 

 

Charged with the rape and murder of a nine-year-old girl in 1984, Kirk Bloodsworth was tried, 

convicted, and sentenced to die in Maryland's gas chamber. From the beginning, he proclaimed 

his innocence, but when he was granted a new trial because his prosecutors improperly 

withheld evidence, the second trial also resulted in conviction. Bloodsworth read every book on 

criminal law in the prison library and persuaded a new lawyer to petition for the then-innovative 

DNA testing. After nine years in one of the harshest prisons in America, Kirk Bloodsworth was 

vindicated by DNA evidence. He was pardoned by the governor of Maryland and has gone on to 

become a tireless spokesman against capital punishment. 

 

Title: The death penalty  

Opposing viewpoints series 

by: Cromie, Jenny., Zott, Lynn M.  

Call Number: 364.66 D28 2013  Young Adult Non-Fiction 

Abstract:  

This volume explores the topic of the death penalty by presenting varied expert opinions that examine many of the 

different aspects that surround this issue. The editors investigate topics such as whether capital punishment is legally 

and morally just or unjust, how much of a safeguard it is to society, and whether it is applied fairly. The viewpoints 

are selected from a wide range of highly respected and often hard-to-find sources and publications. Allows the reader 

to attain the higher-level critical thinking and reading skills that are essential in a culture of diverse and contradictory 

opinions. 

 

 

http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/ovic/?p=OVIC&u=rich96562
http://www.mrlinfo.org/reference/onlineresources.html


Title: Furman v. Georgia: debating the death penalty  

Supreme Court milestones series 

by: Stefoff, Rebecca 

Call Number: 347.73 S95f Adult Reference 

Series: Supreme Court milestones 

The impact and ramifications of cases argued before the Supreme Court are felt for decades, if not centuries. Only the 

most important issues of the day and the land make it to the nine justices, and the effects of their decisions reach far 

beyond the litigants. Under discussion here are five of the most momentous Supreme Court cases ever. They include 

Marbury v. Madison, Roe v. Wade, Dred Scott, Brown v. Board of Education, and The Pentagon Papers. An absorbing 

exploration of enormously controversial events, the series details, highlights, and clarifies the complex legal 

arguments of both sides. Placing the cases within their historical context (though they ultimately emerge as works in 

progress), the authors reveal each decision's relevance both to the past and the present. The result is a fascinating 

glimpse across the centuries into the workings of the Supreme Court and the American judicial system. Highlights and 

Features - Fascinating, highly relevant Supreme Court cases - Accessible discussion of complex legal theory - Portrait 

of the American legal system as a work in progress - Primary source materials 

Title: Ultimate punishment: a lawyer's reflections on dealing with the death penalty 

by: Turow, Scott. 

Call Number: 345.73 T95 Adult Non-Fiction 

America's leading writer about the law takes a close, incisive look at one of society's most vexing legal issues Scott 

Turow is known to millions as the author of peerless novels about the troubling regions of experience where law and 

reality intersect. In "real life," as a respected criminal lawyer, he has been involved with the death penalty for more 

than a decade, including successfully representing two different men convicted in death-penalty prosecutions. In this 

vivid account of how his views on the death penalty have evolved, Turow describes his own experiences with capital 

punishment from his days as an impassioned young prosecutor to his recent service on the Illinois commission which 

investigated the administration of the death penalty and influenced Governor George Ryan's unprecedented 

commutation of the sentences of 164 death row inmates on his last day in office. Along the way, he provides a brief 

history of America's ambivalent relationship with the ultimate punishment, analyzes the potent reasons for and 

against it, including the role of the victims' survivors, and tells the powerful stories behind the statistics, as he moves 

from the Governor's Mansion to Illinois' state-of-the art 'super-max' prison and the execution chamber.This gripping, 

clear-sighted, necessary examination of the principles, the personalities, and the politics of a fundamental dilemma of 

our democracy has all the drama and intellectual substance of Turow's celebrated fiction. 

 

Title: America without the death penalty: states leading the way 

by: Galliher, John F. 

Call Number: 364.66 A51 Adult Non-Fiction 

In recent years, American politicians have learned the peril of actively opposing the death penalty. During the 1988 

Presidential race, Massachusetts Governor Michael Dukakis stumbled in the polls after stating that he would oppose 

executing first degree murderers even, hypothetically, the convicted killer of his own wife. New York Governor Mario 

Cuomo's 1994 reelection loss to a political newcomer could be attributed to his annual vetoes of death penalty bills 

passed by the state legislature. Meanwhile, public support for capital punishment is overwhelming, and federal 

provisions allowing capital punishment, as well as the number of actual executions, have increased dramatically over 

the last decade. Accordingly, the United States retains the dubious distinction of joining China, Iraq, Iran, and Saudi 

Arabia as nations that continue to execute their citizens. Nationwide surveys, however, indicate that the number of 

Americans who favor the death penalty is, in fact, declining. As the struggle over state-sponsored homicide rages on, 

twelve states and the District of Columbia have taken bold measures to eliminate this unethical and inequitable 

practice.  

Title: The last face you'll ever see: the private life of the American death penalty 

by: Solotaroff, Ivan. 

Call Number: 364.66 S68  Adult Non-Fiction 

In fascinating detail, Ivan Solotaroff introduces us to men who carry out executions. Although the emphasis is on the 

personal lives of these men and of those they have to put to death, The Last Face You’ll Ever See also addresses some 

of the deeper issues of the death penalty and connects the veiled, elusive figure of the executioner to the vast 

majority of Americans who have claimed to support executions since 1977. Why do we do it? Or, more exactly, why 



do we want to? The Last Face You’ll Ever See is not about the polarizing issues of the death penalty -- it is a firsthand 

report about the culture of executions: the executioners, the death-row inmates, and everyone involved in the act. An 

engrossing, unsettling, and provocative book, this work will forever affect anyone who reads it. 

 

Title: Who owns death?: capital punishment, the American conscience, and the end of executions 

by: Lifton, Robert Jay, Mitchell, Greg 

Call Number:  364.66 L72 Adult Non-Fiction 

Conflict and ambivalence have surrounded capital punishment in the United States for centuries, but only now have 

we reached a state of profound confusion. The execution rate has soared by 800 percent in the post decade and, of 

the same time, opposition to state killing--on moral, practical, and legal grounds--has intensified. After a decade of 

dormancy, the capital punishment debate has asserted itself as a major political and social issue, and support for the 

death penalty, while still high, has dropped to its lowest level in nineteen years. America is clearly ready to ask the 

question "Who owns death?" In this timely book, Robert Jay Lifton and Greg Mitchell, award-winning authors and 

collaborators on Hiroshima in America, take an unusual approach to the issue. By exploring the mind-sets of those 

directly involved in the death penalty, including prison wardens, prosecutors, jurors, religious figures, governors, 

judges, and relatives of murder victims, they offer a textured look at a system that perpetuates the longstanding 

American habit of violence. Richly rewarding and meticulously researched, Who Owns Death? explores the history of 

the death penalty in the United States to explain how it has entered the American psyche. The authors probe changes 

in methods of execution, from hanging to lethal injection, considering what this search for more "humane" executions 

reveals about us as individuals and as a society. Through their interviews with participants, they uncover the 

psychological conflicts that complicate capital punishment, finding that those most deeply involved in the process 

reveal surprising doubts about, and even opposition to, state killing. In a controversial conclusion, the authors predict 

that executions in the United States will come to an end in the near future. Powerful, passionate, and informed, Who 

Owns Death? is the right book at the right time. As citizens of the only Western democracy that sanctions state killing, 

Americans have to find a way to acknowledge simultaneously both the horror of the original murder and the 

wrongness of legal killing. This remarkable book shows the way. 

 

Title: Dead man walking: an eyewitness account of the death penalty in the United States 

by: Prejean, Helen. 

Call Number: 364.66 P92 Adult Non-Fiction 

In 1982, Sister Helen Prejean became the spiritual advisor to Patrick Sonnier, the convicted killer of two teenagers 

who was sentenced to die in the electric chair of Louisiana's Angola State Prison. In the months before Sonnier's 

death, the Roman Catholic nun came to know a man who was as terrified as he had once been terrifying. At the same 

time, she came to know the families of the victims and the men whose job it was to execute him--men who often 

harbored doubts about the rightness of what they were doing. Out of that dreadful intimacy comes a profoundly 

moving spiritual journey through our system of capital punishment. Confronting both the plight of the condemned and 

the rage of the bereaved, the needs of a crime-ridden society and the Christian imperative of love, Dead Man Walking 

is an unprecedented look at the human consequences of the death penalty, a book that is both enlightening and 

devastating. 

 

Relating to Agatha Christie 

We have two Christie biographies, but they’re both from the 1970s.  We have an autobiography published in 1985. 

These are all located in the Adult Biography section. 

  
Hercule Poirot 4 disc series  

 


