
Kristin Dunn joined the staff at Thrive this summer as 
the new Operations Director. Read on to learn a bit more 
about Kristin.

Q: What did you do before you started
working at Thrive?

A: Most recently I served as Executive Director of
Camplify for six years. Before that, I worked at a 

homeless shelter in Wilmington.

Q:  Why did you want to work at Thrive?

A: I wanted to be part of the solution to end
homelessness in our community. Kristen Martin 

also has a reputation as a great leader and I wanted to be 
able to work with her.

Q: What is your favorite thing about your job
here at Thrive?

A: My favorite thing about working here is seeing how
much everyone accomplishes! Whether it’s Adam at 

the Clubhouse helping a member fill out an application 
for employment or Kayla being able to pack up the van 
with brand new mattresses for a recently rehoused family, 
Thrive staff is making a huge impact. 

Q: What do you like to do in your free time?

A: I spend time with my three-year-old daughter
and husband exploring Laurel Park. We recently 

got her a bike trailer so you may see us cruising around 
downtown Hendersonville, too. 

Meet Kristen
T h r i v e  S t a f f

With your help, we raised $41,000 this year for new furniture 
at the Clubhouse. As of October 15, 2021, all of the Clubhouse 
furniture has been replaced! We are so excited that this 
project is complete and the Clubhouse looks absolutely 
fantastic. In addition to the new furniture, Henderson County 
(the owner of our building) installed new kitchen cabinets 
and countertops, plus took down all of the old wallpaper and 
repainted each room of the Clubhouse in 2021. The place 
looks amazing! We are so very grateful for all of the Thrive 
supporters who donated money to the Clubhouse Furniture 
Fund – it took a village to raise this amount in less than 
one year. We would also like to recognize the funders who 
awarded grant funds toward the total. Thrive received a grant 
from the Community Foundation of Henderson County and 
another grant from the WNC Bridge Foundation. We could 
not have completed this project without support from the 
community – thank you! We will be hosting an open house at 
the Clubhouse so you can come see the newly refreshed space. 
Be on the lookout for an invitation!

Clubhouse Refresh is 
Complete!

Thrive Staff would like to introduce you to a Clubhouse
member named Taylor. Taylor experienced homelessness 

for two years before he started attending the Clubhouse. 

Thankfully, after a long time living unhoused, Taylor was
able to move into a family home for a bit, and then even 

move into a more independent living situation as worked 
through the issues that led him to homelessness while 
attending the Clubhouse. Taylor says part of his problems 
were drug-related, and he is very excited to share that he has 
been drug-free for over a year now and he has even stopped 
smoking cigarettes! Way to go, Taylor! 

Taylor has also had recent success with his education. He
took a math class at Blue Ridge Community College, 

but once he started working, the class conflicted with work. 
Taylor had not had a job for three years, so keeping this job 
was very important to him. Now, he is still preparing to get 
his GED by getting math tutoring at the Clubhouse. Taylor 
says his job is working out very well and it’s close enough to 
his home that he can walk there. 

Taylor says that attending the Clubhouse has really
helped to motivate him to do better in life. He feels like 

the staff being so willing to help him meet his goals, and 
seeing the other members working and doing well has made 
him want to do more. Taylor is very happy to be part of the 
Clubhouse community and he said he is thankful to have this 
opportunity to change.  

Taylor is just one example of an individual who is
benefiting from the Clubhouse program. He is thriving 

because of the support from staff and other members. We 
could not keep the Clubhouse running without your financial 
support, so thank you for helping Thrive to do this work!

Good News From

Taylors Story

All of us at Thrive 
want you to know 
how thankful we 
are for our donors, 
our community 
partners, and 
our volunteers. 
One person we 
are extremely 
thankful for is our 
board member, 
Pauline Carpenter. 
Pauline is our #1 fan of the Thrive Clubhouse. This 
year, Pauline sponsored a holiday party for Clubhouse 
members, and she challenged the rest of the board 
members to do the same. It’s always been important to 
Pauline that our Clubhouse members feel loved and 
supported. Pauline also goes out of her way to be active 
on the board; she chairs two board committees and is 
always recruiting in the community to find new board 

members for Thrive. 
Thank you, Pauline, 
for volunteering so 
much of your time 
and energy to help 
Thrive!

Watch our Facebook 
page throughout 
the entire month of 
November to see our 
“Thrive is Thankful” 
posts.
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#GivingTuesday is a day for giving to the causes you care about. Always on the Tuesday 
after Thanksgiving, this year, it falls on November 30, 2021. Be sure to give to Thrive this 
#GivingTuesday!

Did you know that jigsaw puzzles are good for your mental health? 
Taking the time to sit and work on a puzzle is good exercise for 
your brain. It’s also good for your mental health to zone out and 
just focus on the pieces of a puzzle. Take a break this weekend to 
enjoy a little puzzle time!

Thank You Sponsers

AdventHealth
Robert and Martha 
Adams

Carolina Village
Champion Comfort 
Experts

Mark and Ericka 
Fagerlin
Dick and Christine 
Bobb
Gary and Judy 
Cyphers 
First Citizens Bank 
First Congregational  
Church
James and Bev 
Luzadder
Norm’s Minit Mart
United Community
Pauline Carpenter

Damian and Jessica 
Chipriano
Duke Energy
Hendersonville 
Woman’s Club
Hoyle Family 
Dentistry
Kimberly-Clark
Moore & Son
Morrow Insurance
Linda Thomas
Sonya Penland and 
Larry Baber 
Rentals

This year’s Bids & Blues event was held at Point Lookout Vineyards and we were so happy with 
the turnout! More than 100 people attended and we were able to raise more than $45,000 for 

Thrive. That’s our biggest total EVER for Bids & Blues! 
Thank you so much for all who came to the event and all 

who participated in the silent auction virtually.

Tracey Gruver
Development & 

Communications Director

Happy
Thankgsgiving

Wag! A Unique Pet Boutique
Wilsonart
The Andrew & Jolie Team – 
Nest Realty
Preston Blakely
Kathlene Brems
Bryan Byrd
Joshua and Shelley Denton
Edward Jones
First Bank
Goldsmith, Molis, 
& Gray
HomeTrust Bank

Thomas and Priscilla 
Karvonen
LS Creative
Donald Streb
Toshiba Business 
Solutions
William Touchstone
Warren Restoration
Wild Birds Unlimited

Clubhouse members and staff 
enjoyed a picnic on a beautiful 
day in September. Thank 
you so much to the folks at 
Grace Lutheran Church who 
made this picnic possible! The 
Clubhouse picnic is an annual 
event that has been sponsored 
by Grace Lutheran for years, 
and it’s always a hit with 
members and staff.




