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See pages 4-5 to learn more about an Exelon/BGE 230kV 

transmission line rebuild project by a ULCS team from the 

Tim Jahnigen Region in Maryland, assisted by crews from 

the Bryan Beadle Region in Louisiana.
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Expert Storm 
Response

Family Corner

New Orleans East Tornado 

February 2017 — An EF3 tornado 

struck the community of New 

Orleans East in Louisiana on 

February 7. Regional Safety 

Supervisor Keith Ruddell of the 

Bryan Beadle Region of ULCS 

(dba Highlines) sent in this photo 

of the 115kV Entergy transmission 

line that was rebuilt by four of the 

region’s transmission crews in 

two weeks, without incident. They removed, replaced and tied in 

line for about 60 structures over two miles of right-of-way.

Hurricane Hermine September 2016 — After Hurricane Hermine 

made landfall in the Florida Panhandle on September 1, 2016, 

this impressive Utility Lines Construction Services (ULCS) team 

gathered at a Duke Energy staging area in North Wilkesboro, 

North Carolina, ready for deployment. Overall, more than 230 

ULCS lineworkers and supervision were called into action to assist 

four Florida utilities in restoring power after Hermine. In addition, 

over 200 Asplundh Construction employees stayed mobilized on 

planned work over the Labor Day weekend in order to respond to 

the storm’s remnants in the Northeast, if needed.

Hurricane Matthew October 2016 — Pictured above is another 

show of UtiliCon’s strength and readiness, this time in Daytona, 

Florida, just before Hurricane Matthew paralleled the coast and 

then made a final landfall in South Carolina on October 8, 2016. 

Over 160 ULCS and Musgrove Construction employees in Florida 

were part of the 1,200-strong team of power restoration workers 

from four UtiliCon companies throughout the eastern U.S. They 

assisted five utilities from Florida to the Carolinas for about a week.

t  Congratulations to 

Alexandra Blizard who 

recently received the 

2016 Intercollegiate 

Tennis Association Scholar 

Award for outstanding 

scholastic achievements. 

Her dad, Charley Blizard, 

president of American 

Electrical Testing Co. is 

rightfully proud of his 

daughter’s academic and 

athletic performance. Now 

finishing her sophomore 

year at Babson College in 

Wellesley, Massachusetts, 

Alex currently holds a 3.72 grade point average and was 

recently accepted in the Ernst and Young Emerging Leaders 

Program. Well done! 



Welcome to the latest edition of UtiliConnections. 
The goal of this magazine is to share some of the 
personal and business activities of the UtiliCon family of 

companies. I am very proud of the accomplishments of our team, 
in both business and personal successes, over the past year.

As always, safety — or better yet SafeProduction® — is the 
foundation of what keeps us on the job each day. It is our 
responsibility as employees to provide our fellow team 
members with the proper training, equipment and tools 
necessary to perform the tasks at hand safely. If anyone feels 
that they are not being provided with these items, please reach 
out to the next level of management for support. There is 
nothing more important than safety on the job.

However, equally important is safety off the job. If we are not 
practicing good safety procedures at home, a family member, 
friend or possibly ourselves could be hurt and unable to live the 
life we all want for ourselves and others. Please remember that 
creating a proper safety culture occurs both on and off the job.

Our country, our customers and society continue to evolve 
at an ever-increasing rate. It is sometimes overwhelming, but 
we must think and react quickly to the challenges at hand 

when faced with change. Adherence to safety policies comes 
first, but compliance with all federal, state and local laws is 
also an absolute must. The importance of knowing the rules 
and always doing the right thing on and off the job cannot be 
emphasized enough.

Finally, our customers are the reason we all have a job. We 
must have effective communication with them to exceed their 
expectations. Let’s continue to keep communication flowing 
smoothly. By providing a productive, quality job, at a fair price 
in a safety-focused environment we will bring home the 
successful year we are all looking for.

Thanks for everything you do,

Steven Asplundh
President
UtiliCon Solutions

The Dispatch
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Among my responsibilities, as 
UtiliCon’s Corporate Director of 
Safety and Health, is representing 

the company on the Steering Team of the 
Electrical Transmission and Distribution 
(ET&D) Strategic Partnership. In case you 
haven’t heard of the Partnership, it is a group 
of representatives from all aspects of the 

industry, all committed to protecting employee safety and health.

Currently led by Chairman Scott Asplundh (CEO of UtiliCon’s 
parent company), the Partnership is made up of the CEOs of 
all major transmission and distribution contractors, as well 
as professionals from the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA), the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers (IBEW) and industry trade associations. 
This group first came together over 12 years ago to set aside 
competitive differences in the name of safety for all employees.

Today, the Partnership includes 13 ET&D construction 
contractors, including UtiliCon, representing the vast 
majority of total workers in the line construction industry. A 
collaboration in the truest sense of the word, the Partnership’s 
goals include:

• Performing data collection and analysis to establish 
causes of fatalities, injuries and illnesses for electrical 
work in the industry. 

• Developing and evaluating the effectiveness of Best 
Practices to reduce the number of fatalities, injuries, 
illnesses and any other significant hazards identified by 
the industry partners. 

• Ensuring that the industry partners’ employees are 
effectively trained to follow safety and health rules, to 
utilize the established Best Practices and to change 
safety culture. 

Safety Operations Update By Bill Whelan, Director Of Safety And Health

Frank Giordano
Senior Vice President
for Asplundh 
Construction (AC),  
Eastern Operations 
(AC-East)

Joe Garvey
Senior Vice President
and Line of Business 
Lead for Utility  
Lines Construction 
Services

James Hardiman
Senior Vice  
President and Line 
of Business Lead for 
American Lighting  
and Signalization

Speaking Of Success ... Meet Our Newly-Elected Senior Vice Presidents!
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Safety Recognition

• Communicating information to improve the safety and 
health culture within the electrical transmission and 
distribution industry. 

According to the partner companies, the impact of this effort 
has reached more than 239,000 workers between 2005 
and 2016. The results speak for themselves with dramatic 
reductions in fatalities and serious injuries across the country. 
The partners’ data shows that the number of fatalities caused by 
electrocution from contact between 2004 and 2013 declined 
from a high of 11 in 2004 to just one (electrocution) in 2013. 

Into The Future
The Partnership continues to meet and thrive, not just to share Best 
Practices already created, but to continue exploring ways to make 
the industry even safer. New strategies were added to the renewal 
agreement that will continue until December 31, 2018. These will 
enable the Partnership to better identify the effectiveness of Best 
Practices implementation and use by workers. 

For more information, please visit:  http://www.neca-neis.org/
powerlinesafety/ 

t  A positive performance notice 

was presented in September 2016 

to Journeyman Lineworker Bronson 

Dean (L) by RSS Denise Dudek 

(R) and General Foreperson Dave 

Lien (center) from the Brett Martin 

Region of Asplundh Construction 

(AC). Bronson was recognized for 

his role in protecting and rendering 

first aid to a police officer who was 

hit by a car near his work site in East 

Hampton, Connecticut on the Labor 

Day weekend. The officer was on a police detail supporting Bronson’s crew 

working on an Eversource Energy trouble call. When the incident occurred, 

Bronson immediately called 911 and the police dispatcher while he blocked the 

busy intersection with traffic cones. Unconscious at first, the officer was kept 

calm and protected from further injury until the ambulance arrived moments 

later. Quick action stopped a bad situation from getting worse. Kudos!

t  Leadership, like having a commitment to safety, is an 

important quality for many positions. AC-East, under the 

leadership of Senior Vice President Frank Giordano, devoted 

a full day to it last September when Chuck Hitzemann and 

Denny Leach of Positive Growth International led a workshop 

in Bellport, New York. Participants, who came in from four 

AC-East regions, were:  (kneeling L to R) Chuck Hitzemann, 

Bo Maryyanek, Mike Knott, Frank Marinelli, Denny Leach and Sean Konert. Standing (L to R) were:  Paul Gioglio, Brian Boland, Jim 

Carey, DJ McBride, Eric Williams, Marc Lackner, Pierce Brennan, Nickkia Sellers, Donna Weiss, Alyssa Sabel, Mike Mignone, Bill 

Chancellor, Bill Irving, Ron Cassin, Eric Warthen, Nate Kimmy, Phil Drower and Jim Lockton.

t  In March, 

Underground 

Foreperson Nick 

Merryman (R)  

received a 

handshake of 

congratulations 

from General 

Foreperson Todd 

Sommer (L) who presented him with the Quarterly 

Safety Award from the Ted Fiala Region of AC in 

Maryland. Nick, whose crew works on the BGE gas 

system, was recognized for his exceptional safety 

leadership and observed safe work practices. Great job! 

u  Overhead Distribution Foreperson Richard Davis (R) of the Bryan Beadle Region of ULCS (dba 

Highlines) received positive reinforcement of his safe, courteous driving behavior from Supervisor 

Chevy Melancon (L) at a monthly foreperson meeting in February. A complimentary Motorist 

Observation Report (MOR) was generated on February 8 when a driver on Highway 270 West in 

Sheridan, Arkansas called the SafetyFirst 1-800 number on Richard’s truck to express appreciation 

for keeping the speed limit, maintaining a safe distance and allowing vehicles to safely enter and 

exit the roadway. Richard and his crew work on the Entergy system in Arkansas. Congratulations!

Leadership Training for AC-East



N
ow and then, it’s good to look back at some recent 
project successes and see the reasons behind them.  
Here are two Asplundh Construction (AC) jobs, one 

gas and one electric, both demonstrating excellent project 
management which helped to ensure safety and efficiency.

Back in November 2016, AC completed a high pressure steel 
transmission gas main in Flanders, New York for National 
Grid. Thanks to AC Project Manager Jeffrey Neder, along with 
Foreperson Adam Cheperuk and crew, under the supervision 
of Ray Fitzgerald, the fabrication and installation of 10,700 feet 
of 350 psi 16-inch steel main was completed safely, ahead of 
the original schedule and under budget.

A few months before that in June, a challenging project faced  
the AC team in the Lowell/Chelmsford area of Massachusetts.  
In support of a large electrical distribution upgrade out of National 
Grid’s Meadowbrook Substation, AC successfully completed 
a 2,100-foot wire pull through a wooded right-of-way, over 
five lanes of interstate highway, plus the on- and off-ramps at 
the interchange. A Process Hazard Analysis was developed and 
discussed with the entire workforce due to the highway crossings 
and the need to coordinate with the traffic control contractor 
and police details from the town and state. Thanks to weeks of 
preparation, as well as the leadership of District Area Manager  
Jay Locke, Field Supervisor Ron Soucy and a 30-person team on 
the ground, the pull went off without a hitch or safety incident!
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Gas And Electric Projects
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u  This Smart Pig device 

documented the integrity 

of the welds and pipe 

from the inside out along 

the entire pipeline.  

AC also provided as-built 

CAD drawings, including 

GPS coordinates to every 

weld on the new pipeline.

t  Shown here 

is the tie-in point 

to the existing 

National Grid gas 

main from which 

AC fabricated 

and installed 

10,700 feet of 

16-inch steel 

pipeline with 10 

in-line 16-inch valves. The entire pipeline was hydrostatically 

tested at 1.5 times the operating pressure, or 525 psi.

t  In the early 

morning darkness of 

Saturday, June 25, 

2016, AC General 

Forepersons Eric 

Williams and Mark 

Kaloshis worked to 

get all the equipment 

and people in place. 

AC began the first pull 

(three conductors) at 4:40 a.m. and it was completed at 6:45 a.m. 

The second pull of three conductors was completed by 8:45 a.m. 

All lanes of I-495 and the interchange were reopened by 9:30 a.m.

t  With crash trucks protecting them on I-495, digger derricks (in the background) were 

set up and equipped with ‘bat wings’ to prevent the new wire from sagging into the road 

during the pull. An AC lineworker in a 105-foot lift (in the foreground) made sure the new 

13.2kV distribution line ran smoothly on one of the final structures of the seven-pole  

span in the project. The safety of employees and the public was a major concern, but 

integrating safety into the preparation, as well as explaining each person’s role in the 

project, resulted in an efficient and incident-free success for AC and National Grid.

t  Due to the complicated 

I-495 interchange and 

busy connecting roadways 

seen at left, the wire pull 

project required weeks 

of coordination with 

the Massachusetts DOT 

and police, as well as 

environmental and traffic 

control subcontractors.
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E
ach region of Utility Lines Construction Services (ULCS) 
has its strengths and weaknesses, which can be affected 
by the combination of projects being performed at any 

one time. Fortunately, the eight ULCS regions act as a team, 
sharing employees, equipment and expertise whenever the 
need arises. The two projects described in this article are prime 
examples of the ULCS team at work.

Bridgeville To South Harrington, Delaware

The Tim Jahnigen Region, based in Dundalk, Maryland, 
specializes in transmission line projects and it is coming down 
the home stretch on an Exelon/Delmarva Power project. The 
scope of work is to rebuild 12 miles of existing 69kV wood 
pole transmission line from Bridgeville to South Harrington, 
Delaware using light-duty steel poles, caissons and concrete 
foundations. A four-mile portion of the line is single circuit with 
the remainder being double circuit. 

The work started in September 2016 and is on schedule and 
budget for completion in June. At peak times, there have been 
up to 30 men working on this job at once.

The teamwork part of this project involves crews from the  
Mike Johnson Region of ULCS in Delaware. This region 
specializes in distribution construction and maintenance, so 
they are performing all the energized distribution line moves 
and replacements. 

As you can read in the Positive Connections feature on page 9, 
there has already been good feedback from Exelon/Delmarva 
Power on the safety and quality of the work performed by the 
ULCS team on this project. 

Graceton To Bagley Segment 4, Maryland

Another example of ULCS teamwork in the Jahnigen Region was 
a transmission line rebuilding project for Exelon/BGE that took 
place last year near Fallston, Maryland. The scope of work called 
for 3.5 miles (Segment 4) of new 230kV double-circuit steel 
poles and wire to replace existing single-circuit steel towers 
known as the Graceton to Bagley transmission line. With a great 
deal of perseverance, and the help of 15 employees from the 
Bryan Beadle Region in Louisiana, the ULCS team completed the 
job ahead of schedule and budget with zero incidents or injuries. 

The Jahnigen Region’s foundation crews began on February 6, 
2016 and despite the rain, snow, wind, freezing temperatures 
and many places that required drilling through rock, they 
finished all 24 drilled pier concrete foundations by April 23. 
Over 1,250 cubic yards of concrete were poured, with the 
largest foundation being 10 feet in diameter by 50 feet deep. 

Almost two months into the project, a phone call between 
Manager Bryan Beadle and Vice President Tim Jahnigen 

u  A ULCS crane crew 

assembled a new light-duty 

steel pole to replace the 

existing wood poles on the 

69kV transmission line being 

rebuilt for Exelon/Delmarva 

Power in Delaware.

t  As part of the Bridgeville to 

South Harrington, Delaware 

transmission line rebuild for 

Exelon/Delmarva Power, ULCS 

crews from the Tim Jahnigen 

Region dismantled and 

removed existing wood poles.

u  On a portion of the 

Bridgeville to South Harrington 

project, a subcontractor 

installed driven caissons under 

the supervision of ULCS using 

a Junttan pile driving rig. This 

self-contained unit is easier 

to mobilize, more productive 

and doesn’t disturb the 

environment as much as other 

types of pile driving equipment.

t  This foundation 

excavation is ready 

for reinforcing 

steel, anchor 

bolts and forms 

prior to the 

Jahnigen Region’s 

Civil Crews pouring concrete. The new steel poles are then 

mounted to the concrete foundation using the anchor bolts.
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u  ULCS is finishing up four 

miles of new steel pole single-

circuit 69kV transmission line 

after completing the double-

circuit portion of the project 

shown below.

t  With expert precision, a 

ULCS crane positions the top 

of a new steel pole between 

Exelon/Delmarva distribution 

lines. Crews from the Mike 

Johnson Region are assisting 

with distribution line moves 

and replacements on  

this project.

t  The new double-circuit 

portion of the Bridgeville to 

South Harrington project 

encompassed eight miles of 

removing existing wood poles 

and replacing with steel poles 

and new conductors.

u  The Graceton to Bagley Segment 4 project  

in late winter/early spring 2016 required 

performing 24 drilled pier concrete foundations 

(many of them through solid rock) to support 

new double-circuit steel poles. With the new 

poles in place to the left of the old steel towers, 

the ULCS team is shown here preparing to pull 

wire for the new 230kV transmission line.

t  To celebrate the hard work, dedication and 

teamwork that made the Exelon/BGE project so 

successful, Vice President Tim Jahnigen held a 

catered BBQ lunch on May 25, 2016 for all the 

crews involved — the local employees as well 

as the Louisiana folks. It was a good time for 

field and office people to share stories and bid 

farewell to their out-of-town team members.

p  Once the steel poles were 

set, ULCS utilized helicopter 

services to install pull ropes for 

the 3.5 miles of new double-

circuit transmission line.

revealed that one of the projects in Louisiana was delayed and 
that Bryan was looking for an opportunity for his additional 
staff. Tim gladly accepted the offer of extra crews to help install 
poles, conductors and fiber optic cable since his project had 
experienced some delays from tough rock drilling and weather 
conditions, as well as interruptions in the outage schedule.

On April 9, a group of 15 employees arrived from Louisiana with 
all of their equipment and tools, ready to jump in. They worked 
tirelessly, contributing an additional 5,000 man-hours, which 
made it possible for the Jahnigen Region to support other 
projects during the same time period. Their work helped to get 
the Graceton to Bagley Segment 4 project finished ahead of 
schedule while successfully meeting all quality requirements.

On May 25, to recognize and thank the team who performed 
so well on this project, Tim hosted a catered BBQ lunch. He 
congratulated the foundation crews, as well as the folks who 
came all the way from Louisiana, for their many hours of 
hard work and dedication. He also recognized Transmission 
Supervisor Jeff Wachter and his team of Matt Jahnigen, Mike 
Welch, Adam Messick and others in the office, shop and safety 
who did an excellent job managing and executing this project.

“Thanks to them, we were able to combine all of these crews 
from various areas and types of work, coordinate each segment 
of the job, allocate equipment and materials, and track all of 
our progress,” said Tim. “During the first month of this project, 
we were trending negatively on productivity. With constant 
communication and discussions of how we can improve, we 
won back all of the negative hours and ended up two weeks 
ahead of schedule. Best of all, the work was completed without 
incidents or injuries.”

As a sign at the lunch said, teamwork makes the dream work!



First Graduates Of New 
Apprenticeship Program
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O
n-the-job training, many hours of experience and ‘book 
work’ are required to become a credentialed lineworker. 
In the past, Utility Lines Construction Services (ULCS) 

used a variety of third-party apprenticeship training programs to 
help their employees become U.S. Department of Labor certified 
lineworkers. In August 2015, Senior Vice President Joe Garvey 
and Safety Manager Mike Blount brought the T&D PowerSkills 
program to ULCS, making it available to all regions and multiple 
trades (Lineworker, Street Light Mechanic, Substation Mechanic, 
and Underground Mechanic). Now almost 700 employees are 
signed up and the first graduates are being recognized.

This rigorous apprenticeship program offers web-based learning 
that consists of 78 modules to be completed over a four-year 
period. This is in addition to 8,000 hours of on-the-job training 
and regular field performance reviews by the employee’s general 
foreperson. ULCS’ Safety and Training Manager John McGrory, 
a major promoter of the program, is proud to be celebrating its 
first graduates and encouraging more to pursue it.

Vice President Danny Stanley in the Carolinas recently expressed 
his pride in the persistence of the first graduate in his region, 
Journeyman Lineworker Jon Sorrells, II. He says that Jon 
is now pushing his entire crew to participate and gain the 
knowledge and understanding that the apprenticeship program 
offers. Greater safety and productivity are the icing on the cake!

AET Supports Successful  
PSE&G Energy Strong Project

u  Tyler 

Truett 

of the Tim 

Smith Region 

in Florida.

t  Jon “Chachi” Sorrells, II 

of the Danny Stanley Region  

in the Carolinas.

t  Celebrating 

their recent 

graduates are 

(front row L  

to R):  Manager 

Mike Johnson, 

Journeyman 

Lineworkers David Mabrey, Erik Mulford and Randall Adkins. 

In the back row (L to R) are:  General Foreperson Frank Morris 

and District Area Manager Darrell Clifton.

t  Four American Electrical Testing Co. (AET) employees 

shared the stage with New Jersey Governor Chris 

Christie (at the podium) on October 28, 2016 for a 

Public Service Electric & Gas (PSE&G) Energy Strong 

event at the Hackensack Substation, marking the 

fourth anniversary of Superstorm Sandy. Our AET 

representatives were (from far L, second and third 

persons): Lead Test Tech Bruce Estes and Test Tech 

Chris Smith, as well as (from far R, second and third 

persons) Test Techs Bob Krull and John Vercoe. The 

event was held to draw attention to the effectiveness 

of taxpayer money being spent to upgrade electrical 

infrastructure in the wake of Hurricanes Irene and Sandy via PSE&G’s Energy Strong projects of which Hackensack Substation is one. 

The project involved replacing and raising the substation’s equipment and control house to eliminate the potential for flooding. AET 

was responsible for all electrical testing and commissioning for the rebuilt substation. This project was featured for being on-time and 

on-budget without safety or inadvertent incidents — a model for all the PSE&G Energy Strong projects.



Expanding Operations  
Into Texas And Georgia

I
n 2015, the expertise and skills that American Lighting and 
Signalization (ALS) had always brought to its DOT, municipal 
and utility customers began spreading from its Florida 

and North Carolina roots into the state of Texas. Today, ALS 
crews, overseen by Manager Adesh Ramdhansingh, build and 
maintain traffic signal systems, lighting and signage for Texas 
DOT throughout the state.

However, the ALS expansion didn’t stop with the Texas 
operation. In October 2016, a brand new ALS region opened 
in Georgia under Regional Manager Phil Karaganis. With an 
office/warehouse set up in McRae, about 80 miles southeast 
of Macon, they got started with contracts for Georgia DOT and 
the City of Atlanta. Now, the operation has already added work 
with four counties and a developer!

UtiliConnections – Spring 2017
7

S
afety Supervisor Mike Audette of Grid One Solutions (GOS) 
recently headed up an effort to give their 13-year-old 
training trailer a face-lift. Starting out as a plain white 

trailer, it was spruced up with simple Grid One Solutions decals 
in 2004. Now it’s a rolling billboard, showing new and potential 
employees and customers what the company is all about!

Over the years, GOS has used the 24-ft. trailer as a mobile facility 
for electric, gas and water meter training. This eye-catching 

trailer houses single phase and poly-phase electric meters that 
can be energized for training. It has a section of residential 
and small commercial gas meters for training on gas meter 
change-outs. And finally, it has a small section for training on 
water meters. Hands-on practice is crucial for safe operations.

Housed near GOS headquarters in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
area, the trailer has traveled to start-up projects from Florida to 
Maine, and as far west as Nashville, Tennessee. 

Mobile Training Trailer Draws 
Attention With Fresh Look

u  The original ALS office 

and warehouse in Denton, 

Texas moved to this Grand 

Prairie location in June 

2016. It supports crews 

working for Texas DOT in 

various parts of the state.

u  An ALS crew in Childress, 

Texas is shown here installing 

a new traffic signal system 

with CCTV cameras at a busy 

intersection for Texas DOT. 

They also build and maintain 

roadway lighting, as well as 

install signage.

t  The McRae, Georgia 

office and warehouse 

of ALS supports crews 

performing work for 

Georgia DOT, the City 

of Atlanta, four counties 

and a developer.

t  Supervisor Lester Clark (see pg. 8) and 

Estimator Larry Walker (L) in the Georgia 

office have 63 years of combined experience 

in fiber optic cable installation, as well as the 

construction and maintenance of intelligent 

traffic systems, street lighting and signage.

p  The colorful GOS training trailer is ready to hit the road.

t  One side of the 

trailer is outfitted 

with various electric 

meters that can be 

energized so trainees 

can practice their 

meter reading and 

maintenance skills.
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Lester Clark, Jr.
Supervisor
ALS in Georgia
Phil Karaganis Region

Vinny Gianelli
District Project Manager
AC in New York
Frank Giordano Region

Rocky Hall
Substation Supervisor
ULCS (dba Highlines) in 
Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, 
Mississippi and Arkansas 
Bryan Beadle Region

Avery Hammond
Supervisor
ULCS in the Carolinas
Danny Stanley Region

Richard Jennings
Civil Operations Supervisor
AC in Ohio
Sean Murphy Region

Dave Lambert
Civil and Substation 
Construction Supervisor
ULCS in Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia and North Carolina
Tim Jahnigen Region

Dave Parkman
Civil Operations Supervisor
AC in Ohio
Sean Murphy Region

Mike Power
Supervisor
ULCS in the Carolinas
Danny Stanley Region

Robert Rogowski
Supervisor
ULCS in Florida
Tim Smith Region

John Seibel
Transmission Supervisor
ULCS in Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia and 
North Carolina
Tim Jahnigen Region

Matt Soucy
Operations Support 
Manager
AC Eastern Operations
Frank Giordano Region

Ron Soucy
District Area Manager
AC in Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey
Frank Giordano Region

Donald Stilwell
Supervisor
ULCS in the Carolinas
Danny Stanley Region

Ernie Sutton
Supervisor
AC in Ohio and the greater 
Detroit area  
of Michigan
Beau Taylor Region

Chris Tunmore
Supervisor-Utility Services
ALS in Florida
Steve Lowe Region

George Vitti
Gas Supervisor
AC in New York
Frank Giordano Region

Paul Weske
District Area Manager
AC in Connecticut 
Brett Martin Region

Ike Williams, Jr.
Supervisor
ULCS in the Carolinas
Danny Stanley Region

Gary Bates
Electrical Switching 
Supervisor
AC in New York
Frank Giordano Region

Jeremy Bennett
Supervisor
AC in Indiana and  
Southwest Michigan
Beau Taylor Region

Todd Bell
Operations Manager of 
Planning and Design
ULCS (dba Highlines) in 
Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, 
Mississippi and Arkansas 
Bryan Beadle Region

The people pictured below are being recognized for having been promoted, or hired, to work at an important level 

of management just below regional manager. These folks, working for Asplundh Construction (AC), Utility Lines 

Construction Services (ULCS) or American Lighting and Signalization (ALS), represent many decades of industry 

experience. They moved up, or into, their position since the last issue of UtiliConnections was published. We wish 

them continued success in their careers with our UtiliCon family of companies!
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To:  UtiliCon Home Office, Willow Grove, PA
From:  Brian Grady, St. Augustine, FL
Date:   October 12, 2016

“I wanted to say thanks so much for sending us your guys*. They 
got my power back on yesterday.”

*Musgrove Construction crews under General Foreperson  
Chete Howell who were working on the Hurricane Matthew storm 
restoration for Clay Electric.

To:  ULCS Vice President Danny Stanley, NC
From:  Mike E. Harding, Duke Energy, NC
Date:   October 17, 2016

“Just wanted to drop you a quick note to let you know what an 
outstanding job your guys* did while on restoration efforts for 
Hurricane Matthew. They worked safe and were productive. ... It 
was a pleasure working with them.”

*Supervisor Mark Bare and General Forepersons Jason Lamb, 
Tommy Oliver and Chat Pate, and crews.

To:  ULCS Supervisor Craig Davis, NC
From:  Anne Stanfield, Duke Energy, NC
Date:   November 10, 2016

“I just wanted to let you know [that] I had a customer call in 
concerning a job [Lineworker] Ricky McGee and [Apprentice] 
Adam Alcorn did at his house.

He was so appreciative of the work they did. He said they both 
were very nice and his yard looked so much better than he  
was expecting. He said that he wanted to let someone know  
what a great job they did, and how much he appreciated the  
work they did.”

To:  ULCS Supervisor Kent Stigall and Foreperson Ralph Bowes, NC
From:  Duke Energy Progress C&M Supervisor Ryon Roberts, NC
Date:   November 28, 2016

“... I am writing this letter to tell you that I have done unannounced 
site visits on the utility crews*. I have always been very impressed 
with their safety first, production second attitudes. During the visits, 
I have yet to tell them/remind them about anything related to 
safety. They are professional and I get excellent reviews from the 
customers who have had to interact with them. Duke Energy and I 
appreciate the safety first mentality and I applaud their efforts.”

*ULCS crews under District Area Manager Rick Chrissley and 
Supervisor Kent Stigall.

To:  ULCS Vice President Tim Jahnigen, MD
From:  Delmarva Power Sr. Project Construction Manager 

Jonathan Calhoun, DE
Date:   November 30, 2016

“I just wanted to say thank you to ULCS* for what an excellent 
job was done at Silverside substation for the yard lighting project 
completed last week. ULCS completed the project on time, with 
very safe work practices, and an excellent quality product. All 
internal parties involved were very pleased including engineering 
and electric maintenance. Thank you for a job well done!”

*Supervisors Dave Lambert and John Seibel, Project Manager 
Matthew Jahnigen, General Foreperson Mike Welch and 
Substation Foreperson Bob Creeden, Jr.

To:  ULCS Vice President Tim Jahnigen, MD
From:  Delmarva Power Construction Manager Fred Todd, DE
Date:   December 18, 2016

“All too often you receive news about what’s not going well, 

but I wanted to emphasize your success, especially when your 
company has shown such exemplary performance. I have to thank 
you, [Supervisor] Dave Lambert and all of the guys* involved with 
working to restore the Five Points substation last week. Through 
extremely adverse conditions (record cold temperatures) and 
pressure from [Delmarva Power] to restore the substation by Friday 
evening, your guys worked hard and did it safely to pull everything 
together to complete all the work required to put this substation 
back in service. Your General Foreperson, Nick Cook, did an 
outstanding job of coordinating the work, giving your guys good 
guidance, and promoting a safe work environment. I’m sure I don’t 
need to tell you, however, it is employees like this that make [ULCS] 
so successful project after project, and it certainly is noticed.”

*Substation Forepersons Bob Creeden, Jr. and Allen Haskett, 
Journeyman Owen Gragg, Equipment Operators Lennard 
Countee and Gary Nelson, Apprentices Charles Blanchard, Joseph 
Dengler and Mark Sturgeon, and Groundperson Clayton Newman.

To:  UtiliCon Home Office, Willow Grove, PA
From:  Jim Connolly, Rockville Centre, NY
Date:   February 16, 2017

“... Your crews have been installing new gas lines on my street. My 
compliments to all your workers for they have been courteous, 
informative and at the end of the day do a thorough job of 
cleaning up. ... Your company must be successful, for by the quality 
of the men you employ, I can’t see it being any other way.”

To:  ULCS Manager Mike Johnson, DE
From:  Pepco Manager, Regional Elec. Ops. Dane Merkel, MD
Date:   February 23, 2017

“Please let your crews know the customer wrote [two notes] 
praising your crews that worked this job. Also, let them know we 
appreciate them acting in a manner that sheds a good light on all.”

Customer note #1:
“Last night, we had a very bad windstorm pop up around 11:30 
PM. ... My weather station showed sustained winds of 80 mph. ... 
Trees went down and took the power lines with it. ... Pepco came 
out to fix this, with multiple crews responding. They did a very 
professional job from what I could see. ... I just think Pepco did very 
good work here.”

Customer note #2:
“... I believe they had at least four crews just at the bottom of 
Mineola Road. ... I think they were re-wiring and had to reset many 
breakers, all while working around tree debris, in the air, all in pretty 
high winds. They also were very polite and courteous, kept us 
informed of progress when asked, and this helped everyone plan 
as to what was going on and the time line for restoration. ... They 
had one crew actually go up the street cleaning up the metal wire 
and rubber debris from the work.”

To:  ULCS Vice President Tim Jahnigen, MD
From:  Paul Kempski, Delmarva Power, DE
Date:   February 24, 2017

“... I would like to express my thanks on a wonderful job your men* 
have been doing during this project. ... The tailboards have been 
just great, and the crews take the time to talk with each other 
about how they will attack their task, from safety [to] building it 
to standards. They all know safety is number one. ... I would like 
to thank the men of [ULCS] on a wonderful job they are doing in 
building this new line so far, and keeping a great attitude while 
doing it.”

*Project Manager Matthew Jahnigen, General Forepersons 
Robert Burton and Mike Welch, Forepersons Charles Kennedy, 
Adam Messick, Mitchell Palmer and Dean Worley, and their crews.
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Community Service

p  For many years, the Jim Marsh Region of Utility Lines 

Construction Services (ULCS) has joined Alabama Power Co. to 

help Habitat for Humanity build a home for a deserving local 

family in need. On June 9, 2016, the ULCS team put the finishing 

touches on a home in Calera, Alabama by preparing the ground 

and laying sod, then designing the flower beds, planting shrubs 

and mulching the beds. The end result added charm and warmth 

to the property, which the new owners surely appreciate. Posing 

by the fruits of their labor are (standing, L to R): Tim Gardner, 

Greg Whitley, Scott Pennington, Michael Franklin, Rickey Lee, 

Jason Ledlow, Jason Turner, Jacob Marsh, Lee Epperson and 

Alfornice Brown. Kneeling in the front row are (L to R): Jon 

Calfee, Shane Ray and Jim Marsh.

u  Congratulations to  

the Rod LeBeau 

Region of Utility Lines 

Construction Services 

(ULCS), which was 

honored on April 5 

with Make-A-Wish 

Michigan’s Strength 

Award. RSS Genevieve 

Furgerson (R) attended  

the Make-A-Wish 

Appreciation Event 

and accepted the 

award on behalf of the 

LeBeau Region from Wish Kid Sean (center) and Make-A-Wish 

Michigan Board President Rob Casalou (L). The LeBeau Region 

has generously supported Make-A-Wish Michigan for the past 

five years by holding their own annual charity golf outing. Each 

year, they have been able to increase their contribution toward 

making the wish of a child with a life-threatening medical 

condition come true. In 2015, ULCS employees helped raise 

$10,000 for Make-A-Wish Michigan. The 2016 outing generated 

an $11,000 donation, and ULCS is shooting for a goal of $15,000 

at this year’s charity golf outing, which will be held on August 26 

at the Links of Novi Singh in Novi, Michigan.


