
Autumn 2015
UtiliConneCtions



T
wice this year, a select group of general forepersons 
from the various UtiliCon subsidiaries gathered at the 
Home Office in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania for a week 

of training. Vice President of Corporate Compliance Joe 
Lee coordinated the UtiliCon General Foreperson Training 
Program (UGFTP) on March 9-13. Human Capital Department 
Supervisor Chad Kinney led the UGFTP on October 26-30. 
The participants receive a broad range of information from 
various departments in the Home Office to help them do their 
jobs more efficiently or accurately. In addition to sharing ideas 
amongst themselves, the attendees also have opportunities to 
meet face-to-face with many of the people who they regularly 
speak with on the phone or via e-mail.
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March 2015 — Participants were (front row L to R):  Jeff 

Breegle, ACC, Pennsylvania; Brian Brown, GOS, North 

Carolina; Jim Dotson, ULCS, Georgia; Mike Villani, ACC, New 

York; Danny Smith, ACC, California; and Ryan Sides, APL, 

Georgia. Middle row (L to R):  Ernie Sutton, ACC, Michigan; Ray 

Regulinski, ULCS, Michigan; Mark Hardy, ACC, Missouri; Mike 

Galloway, MCI, Florida; and Eric Schulke, ACC, California. Back 

row (L to R):  Spencer Nagy, ULCS, Louisiana; Mark Kaloshis, 

ACC, Massachusetts; Jeff Wilkins, ULCS, North Carolina; Brian 

Stiles, ULCS, Maryland; and Henry Mathis, ACC, Texas.

October 2015 — Participants were (seated, L to R):  Dwan 

Johnson, ALS, North Carolina; Chris Peach, ULCS, Arkansas; 

Scott Tate, ACC; Rhode Island; Mike Montell, ACC, Ohio; 

and Patrick Marley, ALS, North Carolina. Standing (L to R) 

were:  John Sliney, Jr., ACC, Connecticut; Mike Werner, ACC, 

Michigan; Jeff Draughn, ULCS, North Carolina; Matt Mabe, 

ULCS, North Carolina; and Angel Miranda, ACC, New York.

p  Congratulations to 18-year-old Andrew Mangabat (L) who 

was one of five students from Phoenixville (PA) Area High School 

who represented the United States at the 2015 International 

Young Physicists Tournament. He is the son of UtiliCon Safety 

Consultant Tony Mangabat (R). The tournament was held from 

June 28 to July 4 in Nakhon Ratchasima, Thailand and Andrew’s 

team came in 24 th place out of 30. This was the first time in eight 

years that the United States has taken part in the international 

competition which includes China, Russia, Germany and last 

year’s championship team from Singapore. Andrew has since 

graduated and is currently studying mechanical engineering at 

Elizabethtown College in Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania. He plans 

to mentor the students who will represent the United States in 

next year’s competition in Ekaterinburg, Russia.

Family Corner



W
elcome to the latest edition of the UtiliConnections 
magazine. Our last publication sparked more 
communication within the UtiliCon family of 

companies and the customers we serve. I hope after reading 
this issue, you will continue that communication with positive 
(or at least, constructive) feedback. By providing a platform for 
discussion, we can all focus on the issues facing us in the field 
and look to utilizing industry best practices to come up with 
the most viable solutions.

As mentioned in the last issue, during the past 11 years that 
UtiliCon has been in existence, each “Line of Business” 
has done a terrific job establishing itself as a contractor of 
choice. The various infrastructure services that UtiliCon 
companies provide continue to be in great demand by utilities, 
municipalities and public authorities across the country. 

Today, finding the right employee talent to meet current and 
future demand is a constant challenge. If you have an interest 
in career advancement, or know individuals in the industry who 
are looking to join a great team like ours, please communicate 
this with your direct supervision. We are only as good as our 
people and we want to continue to be the best in the industry!

Our overall corporate safety year recently ended with 
improvements in the metrics of incidence, frequency, and 
severity. Although we did not achieve a “perfect” safety year, we 
can be proud of our accomplishments and have set new goals 
going forward. As a special “Safety First ... No One Gets Hurt! ®” 
emphasis, I would like each of us to focus more attention in the 
area of safe driving. My observations are that distracted driving 

is an increasing challenge in our vehicles and in every other 
vehicle on the road. Regardless of your job description, if you’re 
at the wheel, you are responsible for your crew’s safety, and 
that goes for the public and your family as well. Let’s make the 
next 12 months the safest driving period we have ever had.

With the recent addition of Bill Whelan as our new director  
of safety for UtiliCon, we look forward to a fresh perspective  
on the issues challenging our operations. As Bill takes to the 
field to meet with the operations team, please feel free to 
discuss with him your safety issues. I have always felt that  
the people in our field operations have a frontline perspective 
that is invaluable. If we listen, we can learn. Once again safety 
must be the first and last thing in our minds as we talk about 
our operations.

To our customers and employees, I want to say it again, thank 
you for what you do everyday. It is my goal to provide each of 
you with a compelling reason to continue doing what you do 
best and to make our relationship even better in the future.

Thanks again and be safe,

Steven Asplundh 
President 
UtiliCon Solutions, Ltd.
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Bill Whelan joined UtiliCon Solutions, Ltd. in August with 28 years of comprehensive 

environmental, safety and health (ES&H) experience, primarily in the electric utility industry.

Bill began his ES&H career in 1987 as an industrial hygiene technician working for General Dynamics 

at the Electric Boat shipyard in Connecticut. The following year, he was hired as a corporate industrial 

hygienist by Northeast Utilities (now Eversource Energy) and began gaining safety expertise in nuclear 

station environments. In 1994, Bill accepted a position with Carolina Power & Light (now Duke Energy) 

as the plant safety and health coordinator and three years later, he was hired as a regional health and 

safety administrator for a glass container manufacturer, Owens-Illinois. Bill returned to the electric utility 

industry in 2006 when he accepted the position of safety and health manager for Tampa Electric’s 

Energy Supply business unit. Five years later, Bill joined Bechtel Power Corporation and rose to the position of global manager of 

industrial hygiene in March 2013. He worked briefly with AECOM in Maryland as director of ES&H for their intelligence community 

contracts before joining UtiliCon. Bill earned a master’s degree in occupational safety and health management from the University of 

New Haven and a bachelor’s degree in biology from the University of Hartford, both in Connecticut. He is dually certified as a Safety 

Professional and Industrial Hygienist.

Meet Bill Whelan, Director Of Safety For UtiliCon



t  A UtiliCon Regional Safety Supervisor Summit, held in the 
Willow Grove, Pennsylvania Home Office on January 14-15,  
kicked off the year with some lively discussions of safety 
issues and possible solutions. Director of UtiliCon Fleet 
Services Jim Fiant is shown here getting feedback on 
various fleet safety topics such as DOT inspections. Other 
presentations included an update on the OSHA Electrical 
Transmission & Distribution Strategic Partnership, revisions to 
OSHA 1910.269 regulations, driver management, changes to 
safe work practices, auditing processes, claims management, 
data analysis and wildland fire prevention.

t  Frequent aerial rescue practice paid off for Apprentice Line Worker 
Kyle Lazaron (center) of the Brett Martin Region in New England who 
is shown here receiving congratulations and a plaque from IBEW Local 
104 Business Manager Brian Murphy (R) and Local 104 Journeyman 
Line Worker Pat McLachlin (L). Kyle won the Apprentice Level Hurt Man 
Rescue competition at the 2015 Local 104 Lineman Rodeo in Epping, New 
Hampshire on August 8. He completed the rescue event in just one minute 
and 59 seconds! Although some may enjoy watching the Speed Climb 
competition more, Kyle’s co-workers should be very glad he’s so quick at 
safely rescuing someone from the pole! Keep up the good work, Kyle!

The Safety Scene
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Knowing what to do in an emergency comes from good safety training. Doing the right thing without hesitation comes from personal 
integrity. The following are a few examples of UtiliCon employees putting their safety training and integrity to good use:

Heavy Equipment Operator William Pratt (fourth from L) was able to attend 
the annual holiday party in the Frank Giordano Region of ACC last year due 

to the quick actions taken by Foreperson John Bobot (far L) and Laborer Pete 
Iglio (third from L). On November 24, 2014, the three men were working for 

National Grid in Deer Park, New York when William started to experience 
difficulty breathing and chest pains. John and Pete recognized these as signs 

of a potential heart attack, so they quickly dialed 911 and began to monitor 
and comfort him as taught in their CPR training. Emergency medical services 
soon transported William to the hospital where he was immediately operated 
on for a heart attack. Less than a month later, he returned to the ACC offices 

in Yaphank with a big smile of thanks for his co-workers. Also on hand to 
welcome William and congratulate John and Pete were Vice President Frank 

Giordano (far R), Gas Department Manager Jim McNulty (second from L) and 
General Foreperson Ray Fitzgerald (second from R). 

On March 18, Line Worker Matt Griffies and Groundperson Anthony Rimmer in the Danny Stanley Region of ULCS in North Carolina 
were driving from Stony Point to Taylorsville when they noticed an old feed mill and its porch was on fire. Anthony knew the local fire 
captain worked at the gas station just down the road, so they pulled in to let him know and then immediately turned around to head 
back to the fire. Using their fire extinguishers and water cooler, they controlled the fire as best they could until the fire fighters arrived. 
Their quick thinking, proper use of all tools at hand and selfless actions prevented the total loss of the building.

On August 20, Safety Specialist Denise Dudek in the Brett Martin Region of ACC in Connecticut was driving to her next job site when 
she observed a 15-year-old girl on the roadside bleeding from the head and acting hysterical. While numerous vehicles passed by, 
Denise pulled over to comfort her and get the medical attention she needed. The girl had apparently been driving a farm cart over a 
wooden bridge in the field when the cart went off the edge. A board hit her in the head causing a gash that would require multiple 
stitches. Denise calmed the girl down, notified EMS and police, and stayed with her as care was provided.  

These unselfish acts define the type of people that UtiliCon companies are proud to employ.

Safety Training In Action
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Recognition Helps To Build Safety Culture

u  On September 28, during the International Construction and Utility Equipment 
Expo (ICUEE) in Louisville, Kentucky, ACC Eastern District Safety Manager Robert 

“Bo” Maryyanek (center) received the John McRae Safety Leadership Award. 
Presented in front of approximately 400 of his safety peers, Bo was recognized 
for “his outstanding commitment to the Utility Safety & Operations Leadership 

Network, his employer, Asplundh Construction, and numerous other utility 
industry organizations.” Bo’s support of these organizations and their efforts 

to prevent incidents would have been appreciated by the late John McRae, a 
fourth generation line worker who spoke throughout the country about electrical 
training. ACC is proud to have Bo as part of its safety team, helping to strengthen 

the company’s safety culture and maintain its outstanding safety record. 

t These three safety representatives from the Eastern 
District of ACC recently earned Certified Utility Safety 
Professional (CUSP) credentials. Safety Specialists Denise 
Dudek and Alexis Hebert, and Gas Construction General 
Foreperson Todd Sommer proved themselves by being 
tested on their broad-based understanding of utility safety 
regulations, competencies and task-directed skills. The 
CUSP credential supports utility-specific safety knowledge 
to meet the unique requirements of utilities and the 
contractors who work for them. We congratulate them for 
this accomplishment and for the strengths they are building 
in ACC’s safety culture.

Denise Dudek 
Connecticut

Alexis Hebert 
Massachusetts

Todd Sommer 
Maryland

O
n October 6, 2015 in Norwalk, Connecticut, a simple trip 
to fuel up a truck turned into a dramatic scene of vehicle 
devastation right before the eyes of Lead Line Worker 

Doug Evers and Journeyman Line Worker Craig Samatulski. The 
crew’s quick, safety-minded thinking and actions helped to save 
the life of a crash victim and recently earned them Silver Merit 
Awards from Asplundh. In addition, special recognition was given 
by the Norwalk Police Department and Eversource Energy.

Doug and Craig work in the Brett Martin Region of Asplundh 
Construction, Corp. (ACC), performing troubleshooting on the 2 nd 
and 3 rd shifts for Eversource Energy. They put their troubleshooting 
skills to work in a different way that afternoon about 3:00 p.m. 
when they entered an on-ramp for the Route 7 connector to I-95 
and soon came upon the aftermath of a multi-vehicle accident. 
Approaching the scene with caution, Doug and Craig spotted a 
car, smoking, about 30 feet down a steep embankment, resting up 
against an uprooting tree near the edge of the Norwalk River. 

The crew made a split second decision to secure the car first, 
so it would not go further into the river. They secured the rear 
end of the car with a sling to a tree and a steel chain hoist. As 
the police arrived, the engine comparment burst into flames, but 
their fire extinguishers were able to put them out. Doug and Craig 
continued to assist in the rescue of the two occupants. Sadly, one 
victim died at the scene, but the other was rescued and survived.

p  ACC Director of Electric and Gas Operations Brett Martin 
(far L) and District Area Manager Paul Weske (far R) were proud 
to present Silver Merit Awards to Lead Line Worker Doug Evers 
(second from L) and Journeyman Line Worker Craig Samatulski 
(second from R) on November 16. Later that same day, Doug 
and Craig were also recognized by the Norwalk (Connecticut) 
Police Department for their quick and resourceful safety actions 
in stabilizing and helping to rescue victims trapped in a crashed 
vehicle on a steep embankment on October 6.

In a letter to each crew member, Norwalk Chief of Police Thomas 
Kulhawik wrote, “Your quick actions truly showed bravery, 
resourcefulness and a concern for your fellow citizens.” We join in 
congratulating Doug and Craig for their heroic safety response to a 
serious accident and a difficult environment.

Merit Awards
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10 th Anniversary Of ACC’s 
Planning And Design Division

S
tarting out in 2005 with a five-person staff offering 
engineering and drafting as a value-added service to 
Southern California Edison, Ken Eatherton, manager of 

Asplundh Construction, Corp.’s (ACC) Planning and Design 
Division, has grown the organization into a group of over 200 
planners, drafters, engineers and administrative staff. Based 
in Cypress, California (near Los Angeles), ACC’s Planning and 
Design Division now serves utilities and municipalities in various 
parts of the country, not just in California.

“The Planning and Design Division is a vital part of the  
ACC-West growth strategy,” says Director of Operations Gregg 
Kludjian. While most of the division’s work is focused on utilities 
and municipalities in the West, its services are also available 
to all of ACC’s clients throughout the United States. In fact, 
projects are currently being designed for Detroit Edison (DTE) 
in Michigan.

Southern California Edison (SCE) was the division’s first customer 
and continues to be its largest. Thanks to a multi-year contract 
to perform electrical distribution planning for SCE back in 
2010, the division was able to build its staff and invest in the 
equipment and facilities needed to support them. In return, 

SCE has gained a reliable, cost-effective vendor for various 
transmission and distribution planning projects. From small 
residential planning to large-scale circuit re-builds, ACC’s 
Planning and Design team provides professional engineering 
and drafting services, as well as project management and 
inspection. A summary of recent SCE projects includes:

•  Planned replacement of over 12,000 deteriorated poles 
within the last 18 months 

•  Performed an inventory of over 3,000 underground 
structures with detailed drawings and photos 

•  Provided detailed pole loading designs for over 15,000 
poles over the past year

•  Designed and planned over 200 miles of circuit re-builds 
and infrastructure replacement 

•  Completed over 200 base map designs over the past year

•  Completed multiple new circuit designs to re-balance 
and separate load on existing overloaded circuits

•  Performed over 30 voltage conversions from 4kV 
systems to 12kV and 16kV systems

u  Planning 

Assistant Bree  

Hesla (L) 

reviews design 

drawings with  

Planner Tim 

Bass (R), 

discussing the 

customer's 

requirements and ways to keep the project on time and under 

budget. They check that everything is there for a crew in the 

field to understand and execute the project.   

t  Planner Jordan 

Adnams (L) discusses 

his 4kV cutover 

design with CAD 

Drafter Luis Ortiz 

(R). They coordinate 

their efforts to 

ensure an accurate 

design and drawing. The CAD drafting team has over 200 years 

of experience in base mapping, GIS and land planning surveys, 

so there is plenty of expertise to draw on.

u  CAD Drafter 

Marco Sanchez 

has all sorts of 

resources at his 

work station, 

including a 

drafting table for 

making notes and 

adjustments the 

traditional way, with pencil in hand! CAD stands for  

computer-aided design and ACC's drafters use Auto CAD 

software to render their drawings.

t  CAD Drafter  

Ed Martinez 

checks his 

drawings as 

they output 

from one of the 

two plotters in 

ACC's Cypress, 

California office. The plotters are also capable of scanning 

documents such as circuit maps for use in the design, drafting 

or inspection process.
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Growth Of Civil Work
The division also provides planning and design services to 
municipalities who are building, upgrading and retrofitting their 
utility infrastructure under roads and sidewalks, etc. For ACC, 
this type of civil construction work in California has grown over 
the years to the point that a separate region was established 
and it’s managed by Aimee Elizondo. Her team performs:

•  Site preparation, including excavation, clearing and grading

•  Conduit system installations

•  Manhole and vault installations

•  Pier foundation construction

•  Intersection rebuilds and new construction

•  Construction and repair of roadway and airport lighting

ACC’s Planning and Design Division is a resource for Aimee 
and all the subsidiary’s regions, as well as their customers. 
Celebrating its 10 th anniversary, the division is well equipped 
to grow and continue to bring low-cost solutions and best 
industry practices to utilities and municipalities throughout  
the country.

u  Manager Ken Eatherton 

takes great pride in his  

excellent staff and helping 

the team deliver outstanding 

customer service. With over  

15 years of experience and  

an MBA from Pepperdine 

University in California, Ken has been a part of the division's 

development since it began in 2005.

p  ACC's Planning and Design Division may be young and 

diverse, but these are actually the children of employees who 

brought them to the Cypress office to participate in “Bring Your 

Child To Work Day.”

u  CAD Drafters  

(L to R) Logan 

Montgomery, 

Edward Martinez, 

Eric Schott and 

Travis Myer share 

a laugh as they 

work together 

to decipher the 

planner's redlines. 

They use Auto CAD software to make the requested changes 

and render a fresh drawing.  

p Planner Sergio Zorro (standing) holds a training class for 

new planners in one of the Cypress office's conference rooms. 

His presentation builds on the engineering training, as well as 

college degrees, that many ACC planners already have.

u  The City of Colton, 

California contracted ACC  

to build a 69kV to 12kV  

substation and switchyard  

to suppy a newly developed  

industrial area. In October,  

a crane lowered the 

transformer shown here onto 

the pad built by ACC crews 

in the Tom Tysseling Region. 

This project is scheduled to be 

completed in December.

t  This was a 

manhole project 

that ACC did 

for the City of 

Santa Monica, 

California.
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M
aking the most of advances in lighting and traffic 
management technology is a specialty of American 
Lighting and Signalization, Inc. (ALS). Utility companies, 

departments of transportation, municipalities and other public 
and private organizations have come to rely on the expertise 
and value that ALS brings to the table.

“In particular, converting street lights to LEDs and building 
intelligent transportation systems have really taken off,” says Vice 
President James Hardiman who is the ‘Line of Business’ lead for 
six ALS regions, including a brand new one that is starting in Texas.

It’s not hard to understand why. The potential savings from 
energy efficient and reliable LEDs is a major driver for utilities 
and municipalities to upgrade lighting and traffic signal systems. 
For departments of transportation (DOTs), improved safety and 
traffic flow on our busy highways is the main motivator to build 
intelligent transportation systems (ITS). Whether it’s variable 
message boards or the wireless and fiber optic systems that feed 
them, the ALS team has built or maintained them for years now. 

There are many other projects that ALS takes on in addition 
to LED conversions and ITS work. Lighting services include all 
types of roadway lighting construction and maintenance, fault 
locating for underground and overhead service lines, street light 
voltage testing and painting, storm restoration, GIS mapping and 
pole replacement. ALS also builds and repairs high mast, bridge, 
under-deck, shoulder, airport and navigational lighting.

When it comes to traffic services, the ALS team excels in traffic 
signal construction and maintenance, design-build projects, 
Arterial Dynamic Message Signs, Traffic Incident Management 
Systems, overhead sign structures, ground mount signs, 
guardrails and pedestrian walkways, as well as ADA ramps.

Thanks to its skilled workforce of experienced technicians and 
professional management, ALS gets these vital projects done 
safely, on time and within budget. With operations in the 
Southeast, parts of the Midwest, Mid-Atlantic and new growth 
spreading westward to Texas, the future looks bright for ALS.

p  Along the new I-295 corridor in Jacksonville, Florida, an 

ALS crew prepares to test the wiring for one of the variable 

message boards they built from the ground up for the Florida 

Department of Transportation (FDOT).

t  ALS General 

Foreperson Demetrios 

Karaganis attaches a 

microwave detection 

device to a concrete pole 

alongside the interstate 

which will gather data on 

the speed and number of 

vehicles passing by. This 

data is used to generate 

messages about estimated 

time to various exits and 

to warn drivers of traffic 

back-ups.

u  This is one 

of more than 

500,000 street 

lights in North 

and South 

Carolina that 

ALS crews are 

converting from 

metal halide or 

high pressure 

sodium to LED lamps for Duke Energy. If you multiply the 

energy efficiency and reliability of this one LED by 500,000, the 

savings to the utility and its customers are significant. 

t  ALS Street Light 

Technicians Stephen 

Sulock (in the bucket) 

and Kerry Jones (on the 

ground) are shown here 

checking and repairing a 

250 watt high pressure 

sodium light along 

Universal Boulevard in 

Orlando, Florida for Duke 

Energy. Functioning street 

lights are vital with so 

many tourists visiting the 

Orlando area.
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Jeremy Jones was promoted 

to supervisor for Asplundh 

Construction, Corp. (ACC) in parts 

of Indiana and Michigan in June. 

He reports to ACC Manager Jarrod 

Wachter. Jeremy joined ACC in 

September 2010 with 12 years of 

line construction experience in his 

home state of Indiana with NIPSCO. 

Within a year he had advanced 

to general foreperson. As a supervisor for the Wachter Region, 

Jeremy is now responsible for overseeing all ACC overhead 

and underground distribution crews working on the property 

of Indiana Michigan Power. All of Indiana Michigan Power's 

underground distribution work is performed by ACC.

Michael Johnson advanced to 

district area manager for Utility Lines 

Construction Services, Inc. (ULCS) in 

parts of Maryland, Virginia, DC and 

West Virginia in October 2014. He 

reports to ULCS Vice President Gene 

Nichols. Michael joined UtiliCon's 

corporate team in April 2013 as a 

project manager with ten years of 

prior construction experience. He 

transferred into ULCS with his promotion to district area manager 

and is responsible for overseeing ULCS crews working on the 

properties of BGE, Pepco, Appalachian Power and Shenandoah 

Valley Electric Cooperative. Michael earned a bachelor's degree in 

civil engineering from Penn State University. 

Jake Guarino was promoted to 

supervisor of Asplundh Construction, 

Corp. (ACC) gas operations on 

Long Island, New York in February. 

He reports to ACC Manager of Gas 

Operations Jim McNulty under Vice 

President Frank Giordano. Jake got 

his start with ACC as a laborer in 

2000 and advanced to foreperson 

the following year. In 2009, after 

attaining all of his gas and water qualifications, he was promoted to 

general foreperson. Jake's supervisory responsibilities now include 

overseeing the construction, repair and maintenance of natural 

gas mains and service lines for National Grid and Stonybrook 

University, as well as water mains and services for Suffolk County 

Water Authority on Long Island, New York.

Todd Dorer joined American 

Lighting and Signalization, Inc. (ALS) 

as a supervisor based in Dover, 

Florida in June. He reports to ALS 

Manager Phil Karaganis under 

Vice President James Hardiman. 

Todd came aboard with 30 years 

of department of transportation 

(DOT) contracting experience 

in the Southeast, from laborer, 

to vice president, to owner of a DOT contracting business. His 

responsibilities with ALS include supervising the construction and 

maintenance of intelligent transportation systems, traffic signals, 

roadway lighting and signage for Florida DOT in the greater 

Tampa/St. Petersburg region.

Craig Davis was promoted 

to area supervisor for Utility Lines 

Construction Services, Inc. (ULCS)

in north central North Carolina 

in November 2014. He reports to 

ULCS Area Manager Rick Chrissley 

under Vice President Danny Stanley. 

Craig came to ULCS as a general 

foreperson in January 2014 with 

over 24 years of underground and 

overhead electric line construction experience. His responsibilities 

as an area supervisor include overseeing ULCS crews performing 

underground and overhead distribution construction, repairs 

and retro-fitting for Duke Energy in the vicinity of Greensboro, 

Reidsville and Burlington, North Carolina.

Darrell Clifton advanced to 

district area manager for Utility 

Lines Construction Services, Inc.

(ULCS) on the Delmarva Peninsula 

in October 2014. He reports to 

ULCS Vice President Gene Nichols. 

Darrell started out with Shore Line 

Construction in his home state 

of Delaware in 1999. Asplundh 

acquired Shore Line in 2000 and the 

name was changed to ULCS. After three years as a foreperson, he 

temporarity left the company in 2004. Darrell returned to ULCS 

and was promoted to general foreperson in 2005. He advanced 

to supervisor in 2008 and now as a district area manager, Darrell is 

responsible for overseeing ULCS crews working on the properties 

of Delaware Electric Cooperative and Delmarva Power.
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Ray Vitti, Jr. was promoted 

to supervisor for Asplundh 

Construction, Corp. (ACC) in 

Maryland in November 2014. 

He reports to ACC Manager Ted 

Fiala under Vice President Frank 

Giordano. In 1998, Ray got his 

start with ACC as an underground 

mechanic and later gas crew 

foreperson in his home state of 

New York. In 2005, after attaining all of his natural gas operator 

qualifications, he advanced to general foreperson. In 2011, Ray 

transferred to Maryland to help oversee gas construction and 

leak repair crews for BGE. As a supervisor, he is also responsible 

for compliance with the gas operator qualification program and 

project management. 

Michael Kent Stigall  
advanced to supervisor for Utility 

Lines Construction Services, Inc. 

(ULCS) in the Research Triangle area 

of North Carolina in June 2014. He 

reports to ULCS Area Manager Rick 

Chrissley under Vice President  

Danny Stanley. Kent joined ULCS  

in March 2014 with almost 40 years 

of experience in line construction 

and supervision from both the utility and contractor perspective.  

As a supervisor for ULCS, Kent is responsible for overseeing 

overhead and underground distribution crews working on the 

Duke Energy system in the vicinity of Raleigh, Durham and Chapel 

Hill, North Carolina.

Sean Murphy joined American 

Lighting and Signalization, Inc. 

(ALS) as manager of business 

development in August 2014. He 

reports to ALS Vice President James 

Hardiman. Sean brought to ALS 

over ten years of management and 

business development experience 

in utility contracting services. As the 

manager of business development, 

he is responsible for marketing ALS services to utilities, DOTs 

and developers over a broader geographic area. Sean earned a 

bachelor's degree in management from the University of Maryland 

and holds a Six Sigma Green Belt Certification.

Robert "Bo" Maryyanek 
was promoted to eastern district 

safety manager for Asplundh 

Construction, Corp. (ACC) in 

March. He reports to Vice President 

Frank Giordano who manages five 

ACC regions throughout the New 

England and Mid-Atlantic states. Bo 

joined the company in July 2013 

as a regional safety superintendent 

with over 25 years of safety and operational experience in the 

utility industry. He is now responsible for managing employee 

injuries, incidents and customer claims for the five ACC-East 

regions. Bo holds dual certifications as a Safety Professional (CSP) 

and Utility Safety Professional (CUSP), and earned an MBA from 

Nichols College in Massachusetts.

R. Jay Locke joined Asplundh 

Construction, Corp. (ACC) as a  

district area manager in 

Massachusetts and Rhode Island in 

January. He reports to ACC Director 

of Electric and Gas Operations in 

New England Brett Martin under 

Vice President Frank Giordano. 

Jay came to ACC with 35 years 

of operations and engineering 

experience in the utility industry. He is responsible for managing 

ACC's electric distribution construction operations for National 

Grid in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Jay holds two bachelor's 

degrees from Northeastern University in Boston; one in electrical 

engineering and one in industrial technology.
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To:  ACC Vice President Frank Giordano, NY
From:  Tracy Lobdell Yngstrom, NY
Date:   August 29, 2014

“Earlier this month, my husband and I awoke at 4:00 AM to find 
that we had lost power to our home.

I’d like to commend the crew* that worked tirelessly to restore 
service to our block. They were hard at work when we left for 
work that morning, and were still working when my husband and 
I returned home at almost 9:00 pm. The crew was professional, 
courteous and explained to us what had caused the outage. 

Correcting the situation involved extensive work in the vault at the 
end of our driveway, and substantial excavation in our front yard. 
When they were done, the crew not only filled-in and tamped the 
hole in our yard, but also spread grass seed over the spot.”

*Foreperson William Horan, Journeyman Line Worker John Hartig 
and General Foreperson Tom O’Connell, for PSEG Long Island.

To:  UtiliCon Headquarters, Willow Grove, PA
From:  City of Charlotte Northeast Service Area  

Code Enforcement Officer Steve Mattingly, NC
Date:   October 17, 2014

“Recently, [ALS Street Light Technician] Mr. Derek Gray assisted 
the Charlotte community by changing out the parking lot lights 
at a location off of Central Ave. Mr. Gray went above and beyond 
with his customer service skills and superior attitude. The building 
sitting on this parcel is vacant and boarded up. Now the lighting 
in the parking lot will prevent vagrant activity and strengthen the 
neighborhood. I appreciate the hard work of your company and 
wanted to let you know about the exemplary work of Mr. Gray.”

To:  ACC Vice President Frank Giordano, NY
From:  John Dantona, Dantona Industries, Inc., NY
Date:   November 26, 2014

“I just wanted to send you a quick note about the crew that did 
our gas line install yesterday. I don’t know their names*, but I 
can tell you that you and your company can be proud of these 
guys! They were professional in every way, especially the way 
they handled safety. We have a bunch of contractors come 
through this place, and your guys are at the top. Thank you to 
the Asplundh family for a great job!”

*Underground Foreperson James Maringo, Underground 
Mechanic Anthony Capozzi and Laborer Dean Barr, for  
National Grid.

To:  ACC Director for Electric and Gas Operations Brett Martin, CT
From:  UtiliCon Home Office, Willow Grove, PA
Date:   January 7, 2015

“... I received a call from a homeowner in Woodstock, 
Connecticut. The reason for the call was to let us know that they 
had a power outage last night/early this morning in the freezing 
cold. Connecticut Light & Power contacted Asplundh* to come 
out in the middle of the night to fix the problem. Within an hour, 
the power was restored. Thank you!”

*Journeymen Line Workers Tim Fallon and Jeff Place.

To:  ACC Director for Electric and Gas Operations Brett Martin, CT
From:  Eversource Operations Manager Paul Weske, CT  

(now ACC District Area Manager in CT)
Date:   January 15, 2015

“... I was working on an invoice yesterday when I came across 
some amazing numbers. In the Western districts, we have 
capitalized 700 trouble events since August 11, 2014. When not 
responding to outages, we have created 450 trouble tickets that 

require a work order for changing vice tops or adding capital 
to a pole. I am positive the Eastern districts have also produced 
the same numbers. My math puts the entire Electric System 
Operations at 2,300 work orders created since August.

Thank you to all the Forepersons and General Forepersons ... 
for keeping our crews engaged in capital work. Please thank the 
crews for these astonishing numbers. Each worker should feel 
proud. No troubleshooting department has ever done that in a 
year; you did it in four months.”

To:  ULCS Vice President Jim Marsh, AL
From:  Georgia Power Crew Leader Charlie Scarbrough, GA
Date:   February 23, 2015

“I wanted to take a few minutes to recognize the utility crew 
members* that I worked with last week during the ice storm  
in Gainesville.

It was a pleasure to work with these men. They all kept a 
positive attitude and worked in a professional manner during 
the restoration process. Everyone worked in a safe and effective 
manner, helping to restore power in a timely fashion. ... Special 
thanks to [Foreperson] Brent Mikell and [Journeyman Line 
Worker] Ryan Dunkin. They were both with me on the first day 
working at the Bark Camp station. Brent was a tremendous 
asset and helped with planning and implementing a restoration 
plan for our feeder. Ray helped with the switching process and 
eventually took control of the switching and communication 
with the DCC. This allowed me to be able to focus on other 
aspects of the restoration process.

Again, I appreciate all of the hard work the guys put in. Their 
superior performance, dedication and attitude are a reflection of 
what all line crews should strive to be.”

*General Foreperson Jason Hood and Journeymen Line 
Workers Alex Davenport, Josh Dooley, Travis Gowey, Zack 
Sanford, Stewart Tumlin and Taylor Visi, Sr.

To:  ULCS Vice President Jim Marsh, AL
From:  Georgia Power Crew Leader Michael S. Johnson, GA
Date:   February 25, 2015

“I just wanted to take some time to tell you it was a pleasure 
working with your team members [General Foreperson] Jason 
Hood and crew personnel*. They stepped up to the challenges 
we had and performed safety at its best. [Despite] the cold 
conditions we had, long hours and sleeping conditions, they 
held their heads up high. It really made my job easy.”

*Foreperson Brent Mikell and Journeyman Line Workers Alex 
Davenport, Ryan Dunkin, Josh Dooley, Travis Gowey, Zack 
Sanford, Stewart Tumlin and Taylor Visi, Sr.

To:  ACC Manager Aimee Elizondo, CA
From:  John Bradley, CA
Date:   March 23, 2015

“... Your company has done several projects in and around our 
neighborhood. It has always been such a pleasure to see them 
here. They are working in the area to improve it under contract 
for the City of Anaheim. In my many years, I have to say they 
are some of the nicest, professional workforce I have ever 
encountered. They plan well, layout, do the job and finish nicely. 
Some of the names I heard were [Transportation Journeyman 
Line Worker] Peter Perez, and [Transportation Technicians] Erik 
Bautista and Ruben Vaszquez. I just wanted to take a minute to 
share my thoughts with your company.”
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To:  ULCS Vice President Jim Marsh, AL
From:  UtiliCon Home Office, Willow Grove, PA
Date:   March 31, 2015

“Homeowner Damien Downing called to compliment the crew* 
that converted the overhead power at his residence. He said they 
were courteous, diligent, respectful and conscientious.”

*Underground Foreperson Lee Epperson and Equipment 
Operators David and Phillip McGouyrk, for Alabama Power Co.

To:  ULCS Vice President Danny Stanley, NC
From:  Regina and Leland Clay, NC
Date:   May 7, 2015

“... The excellent job the Utility Lines Construction Services crew 
of [Journeymen Line Workers] Robert Smith and Tim Poole 
performed on the morning of May 6 was accomplished quickly and 
efficiently [for Duke Energy]. ... They quickly assessed the situation 
and came up with the most expedient solution, which they carried 
out with great skill and professionalism. We are very grateful for the 
convenient and time-saving way they handled the situation.”

To:  ACC Vice President Frank Giordano, NY
From:  Jay C. Klear, NY
Date:   June 10, 2015

“I am writing this e-mail in reference to the exceptional actions of 
[Underground Foreperson] Nicholas Vetere.

We had various problems over the long process of updating the 
gas lines. After numerous disappointments, Nick was a breath of 
fresh air. Nick walked in with a respectful, ‘can do’ attitude and 
showed himself to be a leader. He thought creatively to solve 
the issues, and even when significant setbacks arose, he led with 
authority, giving us his word that everything would be made 
right. He took responsibility and sprung into action to rectify the 
problems. His combination of technical competence, integrity, 
ability to interact with both workers and customers, and dedication 
to a job done right make him an exceptional employee. He is an 
example of what all should strive to be in your organization and be 
considered for leadership roles.”

To:  ULCS Vice President Gene Nichols
From:  A voice mail at the ULCS office, DE
Date:   July 23, 2015

“[Foreperson] Jeremy Moore and [Equipment Operator] 
Brandon Stump worked at Wingate Road yesterday [for 
Delmarva Power], and the gentleman who owns the property 
called to let ULCS know that we, ‘have really good guys, very 
pleasant to work with, and are welcome to come back and 
work here anytime.’”

To:  ACC Vice President Frank Giordano, NY
From:  Thomas Vassel, NY
Date:   July 27, 2015

“... I had the pleasure of meeting [Foreperson] William Horan 
and his crew, [Journeymen Line Workers] Donnie Floyd and 
John Hartig. These three men did such an amazing job that 
I felt the need to write you and let it be known. When they 
arrived this morning, they explained the entire process to me, 
gave me all my options, then fixed the problem quickly and 
neatly. They cleaned up the area as if nothing ever happened. 
... I just wanted these three men to be recognized for having 
great work ethic and really putting the customers first.”

To:  ACC Vice President Frank Giordano, NY
From:  Diane and Russell Bauer, NY
Date:   August 4, 2015

“The individuals* below displayed the uppermost courtesy 
and professional behavior when performing a job for PSEG 
Long Island at our home. They carefully excavated and then 
restored flowers and plants to their original setting, as well 
as did a complete clean-up of the street and driveway. This 
crew is a tremendous representative of your organization and 
should be commended.”

*General Foreperson Tom O’Connell, Foreperson William 
Horan, and Journeymen Line Workers Donnie Floyd and  
John Hartig.
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