AGENDA
LAURENS COUNTY P LANNING COMMISSION
April 17, 2018
Hillcrest Square Administration Building
5:30 P.M.

1. Call to Order
2. Invocation
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Approval of Agenda
5. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings
a) 3/22/18 Regular Meeting
6. Old Business- NONE
7. New Business
a) Cooley Road Mobile Home Park Approval
b) Creekside Speedway Variance Request
c) Ord 814 Junk Yard Ordinance
8. Public Comment- Fifteen (15) Minute Period for Public Comment (Required to sign in prior to the
meeting)

9. Commission Member Comments
10. Adjournment

MEETING MINUTES- DRAFT
LAURENS COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
March 20, 2018
Hillcrest Square Administration Building
5:30 P.M.

Item #1: Call to Order- All Planning Commission members were present except
Commissioner Roper.
Item #4 Approval of Agenda: Commissioner Copeland made a motion to approve the
agenda, Commissioner Peden seconded the motion and the motion passed 5-0.
Item #5 Approval of Minutes: Commissioner Copeland made a motion to approve the
minutes of the 1/16/18 meeting, Commissioner Peden seconded the motion and the motion
passed 5-0.
Item #6a: Easterlin Variance Request Notice of Administrative Action
PW Director Rob Russian Explained that this 42 acre tract TM 178-00-00-003 was
requesting a variance to subdivide into two tracts. Variance was requested on the road
frontage because this parcel was at the end of State road Stillwater Road, Waterloo and did
not have sufficient road frontage to be subdivided. The planning commission did not have a
quorum at the 2/20/18 PC meeting to grant this variance however the 3 members present
did agree to allow the variance.
To allow the Easterlins due process the administration took action to grant this variance.
Commissioner Copeland made a motion to support this administrative action.
Commissioner Peden seconded the motion and the motion passed 5-0.
Item #7a: Burkett Variance Request: CBO Chuck Bobo explained that his office made a
mistake in granting a permit for this structure within the 10 foot property setback. The
actual setback is 7.5 feet. Mr. Burkett explained that to move the house would cost about
$3,000. Commissioner Peden made a motion to support this variance. Commissioner Grant
seconded the motion and the motion passed 5-0.
Item #7b: Childress Family Land Parcel Subdivide Variance Request:
CA Caime explained that Mr. Childress owned about 140 acres of land parcel 499-00-00-035
and wanted to give his grandson about 2 acres so he could build his own house. CA Caime
explained that family land exemptions are required to be approved by the PC.
PW Director Rob Russian expressed concerns with allowing the subdivision of land on
easements. He explained that eventually the land may not belong to the family anymore and
this has caused problems in the County where substandard roads serving several properties
once owned by one family are now owned by different property owners. This creates a
problem in the future when the land owners want the County to take over maintenance of
these private roads.

Commissioner Copeland made a motion to grant this family land transfer as long as an
easement serving the subdivided property was included with the land being subdivided.
Commissioner Peden provided a second to the motion. The motion passed 4-1
(Commissioner Tribble opposed).
Item #7c Ordinance 741 Flood Ordinance: CBO Bobo explained that raising the minimum
height of structures above the flood zone from 1 foot (current) to 3 feet will reduce
homeowners insurance by 50%. He recommended that utilities be at 1foot. He also
recommended removal of section F (beach zones).
Chairman Brewington made motion raise the minimum structure to 3 feet, utilities at 1 foot,
and eliminate section F (beach zones). Motion was seconded by Commissioner Peden and
passed 5-0.
Item #7d Ordinance 814 Junk Yard Ordinance:
There was considerable discussion on the contents of this ordinance. A revised draft will be
presented to the PC on 4/17 to review.
Item #7e Blight Rehabilitation and/or Removal:
CA Caime explained that Councilman McDaniel presented a motion to the full County
Council to have the PC explore tools that can be used to rehabilitate and/or remove blight in
Laurens County and this motion was unanimously supported by the full Council.
Councilman McDaniel was present and explained the intent of this motion. The PC will be
looking into this subject in more depth.
Item #9 Commission Members Comments: NONE
Item #10 Adjournment: With no further business Commissioner Copeland made a motion
to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Tribble and passed 5-0.

VARIANCE REOUEST _ PLANNING COMMTSSION
at least seven days prior to the scheduled
not submitted by the deadline will be
requests
meeting of the Commission. All
retained and scheduled for the next meeting of the Commission. The Commission
normally meets on the third Tuesday of the month, at 5:30pm, in the main
conference room of the Laurens County Administration Building.

ALL REQUESTS should be submitted

4-z6r

Gr)

t{.":
pmrr, {

C"COr

5S -tfr3

,ro,..,

zrr' ZQ(P<{-S

DABA LULU @ rAo L'Cor-<

VARIANCE REQUEST (please be as specific as

-t

d;r* b;fe:

u":hu c

*ires + )+o +hs

+re

(PLEASE

- attach documentation

as necessaryl

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
LAURENS COUNTY

)
)
)

ORDINANCE # 814

AN ORDINANCE TO RESCIND AND REPEAL LAURENS COUNTY ORDINANCE
#433 AND LAURENS COUNTY ORDINANCE #554, AND REPLACE SAID
ORDINANCES WITH THE NEW TEXT AS SET FORTH HEREIN AND ALL OTHER
MATTERS RELATED THERETO FOR THE REGULATION OF JUNKYARDS IN
LAURENS COUNTY SOUTH CAROLINA
WHEREAS, the Laurens County Council and the Laurens County Planning Commission have
determined the need to consolidate, modify, revise, clarify and improve the ability to enforce the
regulation of junkyards in Laurens County, and;
WHEREAS, Laurens County Council adopted and enacted Ordinance #433 on November 11,
1997, establishing and creating a Junkyard Enforcement Ordinance for Laurens County, and;
WHEREAS, Laurens County Council amended Ordinance #433 with Laurens County Ordinance
#554 in 2002 by deleting and replacing the provisions of “Section 7 – Notice of Violation” in its entirety of
Ordinance #433; and
WHEREAS, Laurens County Council, pursuant to the authority granted in the South Carolina
Code of Laws, may from time to time rescind, amend, adopt and enact such ordinances as the Council
may deem necessary and appropriate to better serve the health, safety and welfare of its citizens.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE LAURENS COUNTY COUNCIL:
SECTION 1.
FINDINGS Laurens County Council finds it is in the public’s best interest to
regulate the operation of commercial junkyards in Laurens County. The implementation and
administration of this Ordinance, while repealing Ordinance #433 and #554, will fulfill the purposes of
the Ordinance to protect and promote the health, safety and welfare of Laurens County citizens, as well as
to reduce waste disposal, conserve energy, promote recycling and a cleaner and more attractive
environment.
Laurens County Council finds that commercial junkyards can:
1.

Pose a hazard to the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Laurens County
within the communities they are located;

2.

Depreciate the value of surrounding property;

3.

Pose environmental and fire hazards;

4.

Are Be a breeding ground for mosquitoes and other insects, snakes, rats, and other pests;

5.

Pose a threat of injury to children and other individuals who may be attracted to the
premises;

6.

Are Be a visual blight and patently offensive to the aesthetic quality of the environment of
Laurens County;

7.

Are Be a point of concentration of gasoline, oil or other flammable, corrosive or explosive
materials.
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8.

Laurens County Council further finds that junkyards that do not conform to the
requirements of this ordinance are public nuisances.

SECTION 2.
PURPOSE. Laurens County Council seeks to preserve the physical integrity of
established neighborhoods for the quiet enjoyment of family, safety of children, and the maintenance of
residential property values; to protect the citizens and residents of Laurens County from possible injury at
junkyards; to achieve responsible economic growth in areas of Laurens County that is compatible with
growth and development in nearby areas; to protect the public from health nuisances and safety hazards
by controlling vectors, concentration of volatile or poisonous materials, and sources of danger to children;
to promote the conservation of natural resources by encouraging the recycling of resalable scrap iron and
metal of all kinds; therefore it is declared to be in the public interest to regulate the establishment,
operation and maintenance of junkyards in Laurens County and to preserve and enhance the natural
scenic beauty of areas in the vicinity of the primary and secondary roads of Laurens County. Further,
because of the negative impacts that commercial junkyards have on the community, Laurens County
Council hereby adopts this Ordinance, the purposes of which is to provide standards for the establishment,
use, and maintenance of commercial junkyards in Laurens County so as to protect the health, safety and
general welfare of the citizens of Laurens County.
SECTION 3.
ACTION TAKEN: Pursuant to the enactment of this Ordinance, the Laurens
County Council repeals and rescinds Ordinances #554 and #443 in their entirety and replaces said
Ordinances with the language set forth herein.
SECTION 4.
AUTHORITY: This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority and process
granted by the South Carolina Code of Laws and by the Constitution of the State of South Carolina.
Jurisdiction shall be exclusively in Laurens County, South Carolina.
SECTION 5.
APPLICABILITY: This ordinance shall apply to all unincorporated areas of
Laurens County, South Carolina.
SECTION 6.
LANGUAGE: The language used in this Ordinance, if used in the present tense, shall
include the future tense. Words used in the singular shall include the plural, and the plural the singular, unless,
however, the context clearly indicates the contrary. The use of the word “shall” is mandatory and the word
“may” is permissive.
SECTION 7.
EFFECTIVE DATE: The effective date of this Ordinance shall be upon three (3)
readings and a public hearing as required by law.
SECTION 8.
SEVERABILITY: Should any paragraph, clause, phrase, or provision of this
Ordinance be judged invalid or held unconstitutional by a Court of competent jurisdiction, such declaration
shall not affect the validity of any other section of the Ordinance as a whole or any part or provision thereof,
other than the part so decided to be invalid or unconstitutional. All meanings, enforcement and interpretations
shall be pursuant to the laws of the State of South Carolina.
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JUNKYARD ORDINANCE
SECTION 1.
below:

DEFINITIONS.

As used herein the following terms shall have the meanings given

a.)

Abandoned – A junkyard or automotive dismantler and recycler, or both, which has not
been used or operated for a period of twelve (12) months, or, that its license has not been
renewed with thirty (30) days of notice to renew.

b.)

Automotive dismantler and recycler – Any establishment or place of business which is
maintained, used or operated for storing, keeping, buying, or selling wrecked, scrapped,
reusable parts, ruined or dismantled vehicles, or motor parts.

c.)

Antique Cars – The general sense of the term is an automobile that is an antique.
Antique defined by the Antique Automobile Club of America as being over fifty (50)
years of age. The antique car eras include the Veteran Era, the Brass Era and the Vintage
Era that includes cars ranging from the 1930’s. NOT USED IN THIS ORDIANCE

d.)

Appeals -Any person aggrieved by the decision of the approving authority may appeal, in
accordance with the provisions of S.C. Code 1976, § 1-23-380, to the circuit court. Such
appeals shall be filed within 30 days of the written notification from the enforcement
authority.

e.)

Building Official – The person or person(s) (Building Official / Department Head / Codes
Officer[s]) designated as such within the Laurens County Building Codes and Inspections
Department.

f.)

Classic Cars – A classic car is an older automobile. The Classic Car Club of America
maintains that a car must be between thirty (30) and forty nine (49) years old. NOT
USED IN THIS ORDIANCE

g.)

Commercial Businesses - A person, as defined herein, who operates a business covered by
the Ordinance, primarily for a profit or offering junk, as defined, for sale, resale, retail,
wholesale, trade or recycling.

h.)

Conforming Use - Any lawful use of a building, structure, lot, sign or fence, which complies
with the provisions of this ordinance.

i.)

Evergreen Screening - The term “Evergreen Screening” shall mean evergreen trees or shrubs
with a minimum height of not less than eight (8) feet when mature. Acceptable species
include, but not limited to, Fragrant Tea Olive Fortune’s Tea Olive, Chinese Fringe Flower,
Eastern Red Cedar, Japanese Cedar, Arborvitae (“Green Giant”), Southern Magnolia
Hemlock, and upright varieties of Juniper, American Holly and / or other species that may
be approved by the Building Official. (See Exhibit 1) Could refer to exhibit 1 for details and
leave out the lengthy description.

j.)

Fencing - The term “fence” shall mean a six (6) foot tall chain link or wooden fence which
forms a substantial physical barrier which is capable of withstanding the effects of the local
climate and which completely surrounds the items defined as “junk”. Other fencing
materials may be approved by the Building Official.
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k.)

General penalty; continuing violations. Wherever in this Code or in any ordinance of the
county any act is prohibited or is declared to be unlawful or an offense or misdemeanor, or
the doing of any act is required, or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful or an
offense or a misdemeanor, and no specific penalty is provided for the violation thereof, the
violation of any such provision of this Code, or any such ordinance, shall be punished by a
fine of not more than $200.00 or imprisonment for a period not to exceed 30 days. Each day
any violation of this Code or any such ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation or order shall
continue shall constitute, except where otherwise provided, a separate offense.

l.)

Grandfathered - Describes the status accorded certain properties, uses, and activities that
existed prior to the date of adoption of an amended ordinance. (See Exhibit 3).

m.)

Junk - The term “junk” shall include, but not limited to abandoned barrels or drums,
dismantled or inoperable industrial or commercial equipment or machinery being salvaged
for parts, vacant/abandoned mobile homes and the following old scrap or used items:
metal; rope; rags; batteries; paper; cardboard; plastic; rubber; pallets; appliances; motors;
industrial or commercial fixtures; rubbish; debris; wrecked, dismantled or disabled motor
vehicles or parts thereof; copper, brass, trash, rubber debris, waste, junked, dismantled, or
wrecked automobiles, or parts thereof, iron, steel, and other old or scrap ferrous or
nonferrous material.

n.)

Junkyard Control Act – Refers to South Carolina Code 57-27-10. Et. Seq. which is
incorporated herein by reference.

o.)

Junkyard / Salvage Yard - The term “junkyard / salvage yard” shall mean an establishment
that currently has a “Permit” and is used in part or in whole for maintained or used for
storing, keeping, buying, or selling of items defined as “junk”, or an automobile graveyard
for the storage of ten (10) or more junked vehicles. This includes “Scrap Processors” which
is defined below. For the purpose of this Ordinance, property licensed sanitary landfills are
exempt. Planning Commission needs to review “10 cars. “ Is this the number we need?

p.)

Junk Vehicle - A junk vehicle is defined as any vehicle, automobile, truck, van, or trailer of
any kind or type that is abandoned, wrecked, dismantled, partially dismantled, inoperative,
or has no current tag. The moving of a junk car out of site was here. I agree this is not the
place for it. It really should be addressed in the nuisance ordinance but we need to discuss
this as this some council members wanted this in there.

q.)

Location – No junkyard / salvage yard shall be established within one thousand feet
(1,000’) of any existing church, school, daycare center, nursing home, health care facility,
hospital, public building, public or private recreation facility, a concentration of ten or more
contiguous residences, or closer than five hundred (500) feet from any single residence. No
junkyard / salvage yard shall be established within one thousand feet (1,000’) of scenic
corridors. No Junkyard shall be placed upon property which contains less than five (5)
contiguous acres.

r.)

Motor Vehicle Graveyard – The phrase “motor vehicle graveyard” shall not include garbage
dumps, sanitary landfills, establishments or places of business which are located entirely
within a completely enclosed structure, or establishments or places which exclusively
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perform motor vehicle repair work or towing / wrecker services and do not sell wrecked,
scrapped, ruined or dismantled motor vehicles or motor vehicle parts.
s.)

Nonconforming - A term applied to lots, structures, uses of land or structures, and
characteristics of use of land or structures which were lawful before the passage or
amendment of this ordinance, but which are prohibited by this ordinance or are not in
compliance with the requirements of this ordinance.

t.)

Owner/operator includes any part owner, joint owner, tenant in common, joint tenant or
tenant by the entirety, of the whole or a part of building or land.

u.)

Parking Space - An area on a lot designated for parking a motor vehicle as a principle use or
as an accessory to business use.

v.)

Permit –The official document that allows for the conducting of a business consisting of a
junkyard / salvage yard within the unincorporated areas of Laurens County. Permits are
issued by the Laurens County Codes Building Official and must be renewed annually (See
“Exhibit 2”) Maybe inspected annually instead of renew permit annually? No fee in exhibit
2 for this.

w.)

Permit fees. On all junkyards, buildings, structures, permit fees shall be paid as required at
the time of filing the application, in accordance with the official fee schedule which is on file
in the county offices.

x.)

Person - The term “person” shall mean any individual, firm, partnership, association,
corporation, company or organization of any kind.

y.)

Scrap Processor - The term “scrap processor” shall mean any person, firm or corporation
engaged only in the business of buying scrap iron and metals, including, but not limited to,
old automobiles, for the specific purpose of processing into raw material for re-melting
purposes only, and whose principal product is ferrous and nonferrous scrap for shipment to
steel mills, foundries, smelters and refineries and maintaining an established place of
business in this state and having facilities and machinery designed for such processing.

z.)

Scenic Corridors – The term “Scenic Corridors” shall mean any South Carolina Highway,
U.S. Highway and Interstates #26 & #385.

aa.)

Screening - All junkyards shall be enclosed on all sides by a visual screen consisting of a
fence or a combination of a fence and approved vegetation (See Exhibit 1). All
grandfathered junkyards as of the initial date of registering with Laurens County will have
one (1) year from the date of enactment of this ordinance to comply with the provisions
contained herein. All sides? Can use natural buffers already in place? This applies to GF jyards too?

bb.)

Service Station - A service station is any establishment or place of business which is
maintained, operates and / or provides retail sales of fuel, lubricants, air, water or other
items for the operation or maintenance of motor vehicles and / or for making mechanical
repairs, servicing or indoor washing of motor vehicles.

cc.)

Variance- official permission to make non-conforming use of property. Variances shall only
be issued upon a showing of good and sufficient cause; a determination that failure to grant
the variance would result in exceptional hardship; and a determination that the granting of a
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variance will not result in increased threats to public safety or extraordinary public expense,
create nuisance, cause fraud on or victimization of the public, or conflict with existing local
laws or ordinances.
dd.)

SECTION 2.

Visual Screen - The term “Visual Screen” shall mean a static barrier which shields the
junkyard from view. The visual screen shall extend from the ground to a height of eight (8)
feet. Not more than twenty-five (25) percent of the vertical surface shall be open to allow
the passage of air, but any such openings shall be designed to obscure visibility. Is this
describing planting or fencing?
GENERAL PROVISIONS.

a.)

Anchoring.
All metal or wooden fence posts shall have at least one-third of their length
below ground level and shall be set in hard packed clay or concrete. All metal fence posts
shall be treated with an anti-corrosive coating. All wooden posts shall be pressure treated or
creosote coated lumber with at least a four inch by four inch (4” X 4”) nominal cross
section.

b.)

Acreage - No Junkyard shall be placed upon property which contains less than five (5)
contiguous acres.

c.)

Fencing or Screening. All junkyards shall be enclosed on all sides by evergreen screening
(See Exhibit 1) of an approved type; a chain link fence with vinyl, metal or wooden strips or
slats woven into the fence fabric; a wooden privacy fence or other type material which has
been given approval by the Building Official. Visual Screening shall apply to the front of the
property facing a public paved road. Conflicting. First reads, all sides have screening. At end
reads front only. Maybe should be fence all sides, screening for all sides with road frontage.
We have people doing metal roofing panels for 100% coverage, maybe language to better
reflect that? What about colors for panels? (one at Founders Credit in Clinton is bright red.)

d.)

Setbacks - No junkyard shall be established closer than one-thousand (1,000) feet to a
church, school, daycare center, nursing home, health care facility, hospital, public building,
public or private recreation facility, a concentration of ten or more contiguous residences, or
closer than five hundred (500) feet from any single family residence. An on-site residence at
the junkyard by the owner or its agent is permitted. No junkyard shall be established closer
than one-thousand (1,000) feet of any S.C. Highway, U.S. Highway and Interstates 26 &
385.
(1) When, for reasons of topography, it is determined by the Building Official that the
fencing and screening requirements of the new junkyard will not produce a result that
sufficiently shields the junkyard from view and otherwise preserves the policy and intent
of this division, the following alternatives are available:
(a) The junkyard may locate at the site if it's fenced boundaries are no closer than one
thousand (1,000) feet to any adjacent residence; or
(b) Topographic features shall be graded to adjacent roadway levels so that the
provisions for fencing and screening can be effective; or
(c) The developer of a junkyard may seek another site that is more suitable to junkyard
development.
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SECTION 3.

OPERATION.

a.)

All junkyard businesses shall be conducted entirely within the screened area of the property.

b.)

No junk shall be stacked, stored or maintained for an extended thirty (30) day period of time
at a height no greater than eight (8) feet above the adjacent grade.

c.)

Adequate off-street customer parking must be provided, and must be graveled or paved as
per the County Building Official.

d.)

All junkyards shall comply with applicable chapters the “Standard Fire Prevention Code”
and any other; pertinent requirements.

e.)

While considered to be junkyards by definition, the eight (8) foot stacking requirement shall
not apply to a Scrap Metal Processor who is located substantially below the grade of the
adjacent public road or is located more than one thousand feet (1,000) feet from any public
paved road.

f.)

If a junkyard closes or ceases operation for a period of 90 days and desires to reopen, it must
comply with the provisions herein. Evidence of closing shall be established by written
notification, inspection of the property, and / or non-renewal of a junkyard permit. No
person shall establish, enlarge or operate a junkyard after the effective date of this Ordinance
without first complying with the provisions set forth herein. Does this apply to GF j-yards?
Nothing like this in the GF section.

g.)

All junkyards shall be maintained to protect the public from health nuisances and safety
hazards. The Laurens County Building Official and Inspections Department may inspect
each junkyard to determine that the junkyard does not create a nuisance or safety hazard.
Should a nuisance or safety hazard be identified, the owner, operator, or maintainer shall
submit satisfactory evidence to the Building Official Department that the nuisance or safety
hazard has been eliminated. Laurens County has the right to defer to the South Carolina
Department of Health and Environmental Control as needed. Failure to comply with this
provision shall result in revocation of permit as well as other penalties and remedies for
violation of this ordinance.

h.)

Any sale, transfer, lease or other disposition of ownership of a junkyard, except for such
cases of inheritance or estate matters, shall require that the provisions of any notice of
violation of this ordinance must be complied with and the owner shall furnish to the
Building Official a signed and notarized statement acknowledging the receipt of such notice
of violation and fully accepting the responsibility, without condition, for making the
corrections or repairs required by such notice of violation.

i.)

Permitting Requirements:
1.)

General Rule – No person shall establish, maintain, use or operate a junkyard or
automotive dismantler and recycler business within the unincorporated areas of
Laurens County without a valid permit;

2.)

Permitting Period – The Permit will be effective from January 1st to December 31st of
the year granted and the permit must be renewed annually not later than thirty (30)
days after the current expiration date. Failure to renew the Permit within the thirty
(30) days following expiration will cause the business to be classified as abandoned
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and will require the removal of all junk from the premises, at the expense of the
owner, within sixty (60) days following the expiration date of the Permit. Initial
permit fee? Fee schedule does not have renewal fee?
SECTION 4.

GRANDFATHERED JUNKYARD PROCEDURES.

a.) All junkyards that are in operation and existence at time of the effective date of this
ordinance; and, those that wish to continue their non-conforming use status of this
Ordinance need to be enclosed with screening and/or evergreen plantings that screen the
operations of the junkyard from front property lines. The determination of existence shall be
based upon the issuance of a permit as set forth herein. Grand fathered or are we going to
make them do this? Add natural buffers already in place?
b.) All grandfathered commercial junkyards shall obtain a Permit and a letter acknowledging
their existence from the Building Official Department.
c.) Any addition, change of ownership, enlargement, or expansion of a junkyard shall require a
permit and be permitted in accordance with this division as a new junkyard.
d.) Any non-conforming junkyard will be in accordance with the standards and criteria for
effective screening set forth in these regulations. For non-conforming junkyards, the
owner/operator responsible will have one (1) year (should we remove time or lengthen? Also
see 5 a. for this.) from the date of enactment of this ordinance to have an approved screening
in place at front of the property.
e.) The evergreen vegetation shall be planted between the property line and the outbound side of
the fence. The distance spacing of the evergreen vegetation from the fence and the property
line should allow for maintenance of the mature vegetation from inside the property line.
Evergreen vegetation that serves as screening shall be of an approved type that can reach a
minimum height of eight feet when mature from the date planted and shall be planted at
intervals evenly spaced and in close proximity to each other so that a continuous, unbroken
screen (without gaps or open spaces) will exist to a height of at least eight feet (8’) along the
length of the fence surrounding the junkyard. The evergreen screen shall be maintained as a
continuous, unbroken screen for the period the property is used as a junkyard. Acceptable
species include, but are not limited to, Fragrant Tea Olive Fortune’s Tea Olive, Chinese
Fringe Flower, Eastern Red Cedar, Japanese Cedar, Arborvitae (“Green Giant), Southern
Magnolia, and upright varieties of Juniper, American Holly and / or other species that may
be approved by the Building Official. (See Exhibit 1) Again, maybe just refer to exhibit 1,
then if plants are updated they are not woven all through the ordinance.
f.) Plans for the screening device shall be approved by the Building Official before it is erected or
put into place.
SECTION 5.

NEW JUNKYARDS / SALVAGE YARD PROCEDURES

All junkyards, within the unincorporated areas of Laurens County, are required to obtain a
junkyard permit. Such permit shall be valid until December 31st of each calendar year. To
renew a permit the junkyard must be inspected by the Building Official or designee each year to
maintain the original permit. There will be a late fee charged (see Exhibit 2 – fees / fines
schedule) for each month a junkyard is open or in operation without a permit. A permit shall be
issued by the Building Official Department upon completion of fencing and screening
requirements. For junkyards established, opened, or re-opened after enactment of this
ordinance, the permit shall only be issued upon approval of a junkyard plan by the Building
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Official. Since we charge a one-time fee why have dates and late fees? They will apply for
permit before starting j yard.
a.) The Building Official may accept a written request for extension from any junkyard owner
unable to plant an evergreen screen around the property due to seasonal weather conditions.
Should we leave in one year planting above and use this extension?
b.)

No person shall establish, possess, open, reopen, own, enlarge, or operate a junkyard
without first complying with the provisions of this ordinance.
c.) Any addition, enlargement, or expansion, except for such cases of inheritance or estate
matters of a junkyard shall require a permit and be permitted in accordance with this
division as a new junkyard.
d.) New junkyards shall be situated on a continuous parcel of at least five (5) acres, excluding
right-of-ways, that are undivided by road right-of-ways or public dedication.
e.) A minimum setback to the fence from front, side, and rear property lines, excluding road
rights-of-way, must be at least fifty feet (50’). Wrecker, towing, and impoundment services
as defined by this Ordinance shall have a minimum setback to the fence from front, side,
and rear property lines, excluding road rights-of-way, of at least twenty-five feet (25’).
f.) No new junkyard shall be established closer than one thousand feet (1,000’) to a church,
school, daycare center, nursing home, health care facility, hospital, public building, public
or private recreation facility, a concentration of ten (10) or more contiguous residences, or
closer than five hundred feet (500’) from any single residence. An on-site residence at the
junkyard by the owner or his agent is permitted. No junkyard shall be established closer
than one thousand feet (1,000’) of any SC Highway, US Highway, Interstate 26, or
Interstate 385.
g.) All driveway entrances shall be from side property lines. The centerline of the driveway
shall not be closer than thirty feet (30’) from the side property line. An opaque gate shall be
utilized.
h.) The junkyard shall be entirely surrounded by an opaque, woven or welded wire (11-gauge
minimum), or chain link fence a minimum of eight feet (8’) in height and with an opaque
evergreen screen with a minimum height of not less than eight feet (8’) when mature.
Natural buffers or solid panel fence okay also? The evergreen vegetation shall be planted
between the property line and the outbound side of the fence. The distance spacing of the
evergreen vegetation from the fence and the property line should allow for maintenance of
the mature vegetation from inside the property line. Evergreen vegetation that serves as
screening shall be of an approved type that can reach a minimum height of eight feet (8’)
when mature from the date planted and shall be planted at intervals evenly spaced and in
close proximity to each other so that a continuous, unbroken screen (without gaps or open
spaces) will exist to a height of at least eight feet (8’) along the length of the fence
surrounding the junkyard. The evergreen screen shall be maintained as a continuous,
unbroken screen for the period the property is used as a junkyard. Why not list species to
refer to exhibit 1 Acceptable species include, but are not limited to, Fragrant Tea Olive,
Fortune’s Tea Olive, Chinese Fringe Flower, Eastern Red Cedar, Japanese Cedar,
Arborvitae (“Green Giant”), Southern Magnolia, and upright varieties of Juniper, American
Holly and / or other species that may be approved by the Building Official. Each owner,
operator, or maintainer of a junkyard shall utilize good husbandry techniques by pruning,
mulching, and fertilizing so that the vegetation can reach a height of eight feet (8’) within
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five (5) years of the date planted and will have maximum density and foliage. Dead or
diseased vegetation shall be replace at the next appropriate planting time.
Do we need to plant evergreens where there is natural buffers? No language for this in
section h.
i.)

A junkyard plan prepared by the owner or operator of any new junkyard shall be submitted
prior to the junkyard permit being granted by Laurens County. The plan shall indicate
setbacks, location of public rights-of-way, all proposed structures, all structures within five
hundred feet (500’) of a junkyard, driveways, entrances, fencing, screening, types of fencing,
types of screening, dimensions of junkyard, gross acreage, owner(s)’ name(s), address(es),
and preparer of plan name(s) and address(es). Submission of information shall establish preexisting conditions. Plan may be drawn at a scale of one inch (1”) equals four hundred feet
(400’) or less.

j.)

When, for reasons of topography, it is determined by the Building Official that the fencing
and screening requirements of the new junkyard will not produce a result that sufficiently
shields the junkyard from view and otherwise preserves the policy and intent of this section,
the following alternatives are available:
1) The junkyard may locate at the site if its fenced boundaries are no closer than one
thousand feet (1,000’) to any adjacent residence; or
2) Topographic features shall be graded to adjacent roadway levels so that the provisions
for fencing and screening can be effective; or
3) The developer of a junkyard may seek another site that is more suitable to junkyard
development.

k.) Failure to pay a Permit fee or late fee Do we need late fee? shall be punishable in Summary
Court as a misdemeanor by a fine of not more than two hundred dollars ($200) or by
imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days. Each day any violation of this Ordinance
continues shall constitute a separate offense.
l.) Providing false; incomplete; or intentionally incorrect information on any application or
permit form, or permit renewal form shall constitute a violation of this ordinance and may
result in the withdrawal of or cancellation of a Permit as determined by the Building
Official.

SECTION 6

EXCEPTIONS

Although the following are junkyards as defined by this ordinance and are subject to the provisions of this
section, the following limited exemptions are granted:
a.)

A recycling center is a facility where recoverable resources such as paper, plastic, glass and
metal cans are collected, flattened, crushed, shredded or bundled for shipment to others who
will use those materials to manufacture new products. Recycling centers shall not have
outside storage of material except in closed containers. Recycling centers will be exempt
from the five (5) acre requirement of Section 2. Recycling centers shall have a two (2) acre
minimum lot size. All other provisions of this section shall apply including the fencing and
anchoring requirement of Section 2.

b.)

Service stations are exempt from provisions of this ordinance. A service station is any
establishment or place of business which provides retail sales of fuel, lubricants, air, water or
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other items for the operation or maintenance of motor vehicles or for making mechanical
repairs, servicing or indoor washing of motor vehicles.
c.)

Properly licensed sanitary landfills are exempt from these provisions.

d.)

Wrecker, towing and impoundment services, as defined herein, are exempt from the five (5)
acre requirement under this ordinance. All other provisions of this division shall apply
including the fencing and anchoring requirements. A wrecker, towing or impoundment
service is any establishment or place of business which provides towing or temporary
storage services of no more than twenty five (25) currently licensed and currently registered
motor vehicles which have been wrecked, or whose possession is by virtue of court order, a
copy of which is in the possession of the proprietor of such service or affixed to the vehicle.
Temporary storage is defined as not exceeding ninety (90) days from the date possession or
custody of the vehicle is obtained except when possession is pursuant to a court order.
Make sure we are not in conflict with State laws on wrecker impoundments.

SECTION 7
1.)

VARIANCES
An applicant may request the Planning Commission, in writing, to act upon a permit as
follows:
a).

2.)

If the Building Official has denied a permit or failed to act on an application within
forty five (45) days, unless extended by agreement.

An applicant may request a variance hearing as follows:
a.)

For a variance from any area/district regulation or from requirements set forth
within this Ordinance.

SECTION 8
NOTICE OF VIOLATION.
It shall be the duty of the Building Official, or its
designee to serve, or cause to be served, a notice of violation upon the owner or occupant of any property,
who has committed a violation of this Ordinance. Such notice shall demand abatement of the violation
within sixty (60) days of service. If after sixty (60) days’ notice the violation has not been abated, the
Building Official shall personally serve the owner or occupant with a citation.
SECTION 9
ENFORCEMENT OF NOTICE. It shall be the duty of the Building Official to
enforce the provisions of this ordinance.
If a person served with notice of a violation does not abate the violation within sixty (60) days after
service, the County may file an action to compel the owner or occupier to abate the violation, or it may
proceed with its own resources or by contracting with another to abate such violation, keeping account of
the expenses of the abatement, and such expense shall be charged and paid by the owner or occupant of
the property.
SECTION 10
LIEN IMPOSED. The charge for compelling the owner or occupier to abate the
violation or for the County’s abatement of the violation shall constitute a lien upon the property. The
Building Official shall send, or cause to be sent, a bill for such charges to the owner or occupier of the
property. The Building Official shall also file a statement of the lien against the owner of the property in
the office of the County Clerk of Court. Such lien shall be indexed in the mortgage books, as maintained
from time to time for the County, and the statement shall contain the following: a legal description of the
property; a statement of the violation of this Ordinance; the date of the County’s action for abatement;
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the expenses and costs incurred, including attorney fees, for the abatement proceedings; and a statement
that the costs and expenses ascertained shall bear interest at the statutory legal rate.
SECTION 11.
SEPARABILITY AND VALIDITY. Should any section, paragraph, clause, phrase
or provision of this Ordinance be adjudged invalid or held unconstitutional by a court of competent
jurisdiction, such declaration shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a whole or any part or
provision thereof, other than the part so decided to be invalid or unconstitutional.
SECTION 12.
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES.
If any provision of
conflicts with any Ordinance or statute, the more restrictive requirement shall apply.

this Ordinance

SECTION 13.
PERMIT REQUIREMENTS.
All junkyards shall, within sixty (60) days after
the effective date of this ordinance, obtain a Permit and a letter from the Building Official stating the
junkyard complies with the requirements of this ordinance. Such permit and letter of compliance shall be
valid until January 1st of the following calendar year. No person shall establish, enlarge, or operate a
junkyard after the effective date of this ordinance without first complying with the provisions set forth
herein.
The Building Official shall then inspect the premises and notify the owner or operator seeking a permit of
any required corrections.
SECTION 14.
EFFECTIVE DATE.
This Ordinance shall take full effect and be fully
executed upon three (3) readings and a public hearing as required by law.

-

SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS Exhibit 1

EVERGREEN RECOMMENDATIONS
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY – RECOMMENDED:
Camellia sasanqua
XCupressocyparis leylandii
Cryptomeria japonica
Eurya japonica (unaware of availability)
Ilex ‘Emily Bruner’ and ‘Mary Nell’
Ilex cornuta ‘Burfordii’
Ilex xkoehneana ‘Wirt L. Winn’
Ilex ‘Nellie R. Stevens’
Ilex vomitoria
Ilex xattenuata ‘Fosteri’ (Foster #2), ‘East Palatka’, ‘Savannah’, ‘Greenleaf’
Ilex latifolia
Ilex ‘HL10-90’ Christmas Jewel®
Ilex Red Hybrid hollies (Oakland™, Oak Leaf™
Illicium parviflorum (shrub)
Juniperus virginiana and J. virginiana var. silicicola
Loropetalum chinense
Magnolia grandiflora ‘Hasse’, ‘Kay Parris’, ‘Little Gem’, ‘Southern Charm’ [Teddy Bear®]
Myrica cerifera
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Magnolia virginiana
Osmanthus fragrans
Osmanthus xfortunei
Osmanthus heterophyllus
Photinia serratifolia
Pittosporum tobira
Podocarpus macrophyllus ‘Maki’
Prunus caroliniana
Quercus myrsinifolia
Ternstroemia gymnanthera
Thuja occidentalis ‘Degroot’s Spire’ and ‘Emerald’
Thuja orientalis
Thuja plicata
Thuja ‘Green Giant’
Viburnum awabuki (concerned about annual branch dieback due to cold temps)
Viburnum obovatum
Viburnum tinus
U.S. FORESTRY – RECOMMENDED
Arborvitae ‘Green Giant’ (Thuja x ‘Green Giant’)
Eastern Red cedar ‘Brodie’ - Japanese Cedar (Cryptomeria japonica)
American Holly (Ilex opaca/Ilex attenuata)
- Tall & narrow Hollies: or southern cultivars/hybrids (‘Foster’s Holly’, ‘Savannah Holly’)
Southern Magnolia cultivars
Fragrant Tea Olive (Osmanthus fragrans) - Fortune’s Tea Olive (O. x fortune)
Chinese Fringe Flower (Loropetalum chinense

Exhibit 2
FEE SCHEDULE

A.)

Junkyard / Salvage Permit Fees:
Initial Permit Fee
Late Fee

$100.00
$ 25.00 (Remove since one time fee?) or add renewal fee?
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Exhibit 3
“GRANDFATHERED”
Previously permitted or existing
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LAURENS COUNTY COUNCIL:
_____________________________
Joseph E. Wood, Jr, Chairman
_____________________________
P. Keith Tollison, Vice Chairman

ATTEST:
________________________________
Ernest B. Segars, Administrator
Laurens County Council
Laurens County, South Carolina

_____________________________
Diane B. Anderson, Council Member

________________________________
Betty C. Walsh, Clerk
Laurens County Council
Laurens County, South Carolina

____________________________________

______________________________
Stewart O. Jones, Council Member

Garrett C. McDaniel, Council Member
____________________________________

Ted G. Nash, Council Member
______________________________
David A. Pitts, Council Member
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Public Hearing:
Third Reading:

March 22, 2016
April 12, 2016
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