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OUR NEXT MEETING 

THE REPUBLICAN CLUB OF COMAL COUNTY  

will meet on Tuesday, September 28, at 6:30 p.m. (setup at 5:00, social mixer at 5:30) 

at the New Braunfels Christian Church, 734 North Loop 337, New Braunfels 

The Club will provide basic refreshments. 
Members can bring salads or desserts that they wish.   

We encourage members to arrive early. 
 This will allow time to pay dues and patron  
memberships, greet friends and guests, and 

partake of refreshments before the meeting starts.  
Please share this meeting announcement with friends 

and family.  As we grow in numbers, our influence 
grows with our elected officials, and they will respond 

to our calls on legislative priorities and other  
Conservative Values. 

Questions?  Call or email our President, Mary Wohl, 
at 512-850-6680 or at president@rccctx.org. 

OUR PROGRAM 

 Our guest speaker will be 

 State Senator Donna Campbell 

Senator Donna Campbell, M.D., has represented the 

New Braunfels area in the Texas Senate since 2013. 

She also works as an emergency room physician. 

In addition, the Trump Train Biden Bus defendant,  

Joeylynn Mesaros, will update us about her situation. 
(For more information about Donna Campbell  

and the Mesaros, see pages 5 and 6.) 

    Don’t miss this interesting, timely, 

and informative meeting!  
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A Message from our Club President 

 I would like to thank all our members and guests for attending our 
meetings.  Our attendance  and membership have grown over the last 
couple of months and it is great to see how passionate and caring you all 
are about the Republican party and this country.  

 We all need to stand together during this troubling time and pray for 
our country.  Again thank you for making a difference and God Bless each 
and every one of you.   

RCCC President 
Mary Wohl 

OUR PATRON PROGRAM 

  The Republican Club of Comal County is thankful for those who have contributed to our 
Club through the Patron Program during 2021. 
 Patrons donate $100 per year per person to help us finance our 2021 election strategy.  

 Contact our Patron Program chair, Carolyn Herbert, at 830-515-5919 to become a 
Patron or for more information.  Patrons receive a special personalized Texas flag name tag. 

It’s the Right Thing to do! 

Robbie Borchers 
Glenn Breitung 
Mary Breitung 
John Brewer 
Bob Byrnes 
Joe Carroll 
Ruth Chambers 
Mark Delaney 
Cassie Dyson 
Judd Earley 
Sheila Earley 
Paul Grohman 

Gail Grohman 
Scott Haag 
Albert Haddad 
Tex Hall 
Don Hensz 
Ginney Hensz 
Carolyn Herbert 
Bob Hieronymus 
Albert Highfield 
John Hobson 
Karen Hobson 
Don Johnson 

Susie Le Canu 
Kerry Ledford 
Donna Lee 
Ernie Lee 
Al Malmsten 
Sharon Hall Monge 
Cyndi Montgomery 
Mark Montgomery 
Mallory Moore 
Reeves Moore 
Sue Piner 
Dennis Shumaker 

Priscilla Shumaker 
Joy Streater 
Teri Taylor 
John Walker 
Susan Walker 
Linda Williamson 
Jim  Wilson 
Karen Wilson 
Judy Wooten 
Michael Wooten 
John Young 

Your dues for 2021 are due! 

Please pay your dues for 2021 at our next meeting. 

The dues are only $25 for a family and $15 for an individual 

You can also become a Patron for only $100. 
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Our Officers for 2021 

 President Mary Wohl 

 Vice President Dr. Kerry Ledford 

 Secretary Sue B. Walker 

 Treasurer Nathan Morgan 

 Past President John Hobson 

 

 Committee Chairs 

 Membership Robbie Borchers 

 Legislative Affairs Don Johnson 

 Campaign Activities Susan Walker 

 Hospitality Lori Mayfield 

 Parliamentarian (Currently vacant) 

 Publicity Chair (Currently vacant) 

 Founder/Facebook Sonja & Bill Harris 

 Newsletter Editor Kerry Ledford 

 Associate Editor Karen Hobson 

 Special Events Donna Lee 

 Special Projects Ruth Chambers 

 Patron Program Carolyn Herbert 

 Precinct Whip Joe Carroll       

 Web Master  Ashley Montemayor 
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Comal County Precinct Chairs 
  
 Why do we publish the Comal County Precinct Chair List in the Republican Club Newsletter 
each month?  Our mission as active Republicans is to support the political process.  Each one of us 
should know what Precinct we live in and who serves as our Precinct Chair. 
 We should offer our assistance to our Precinct Chair for the elections.  We can assist as an 
Election clerk or Election Judge on Election Day.  We can offer to block walk to inform our 
neighbors of early voting.  We can block walk for our chosen candidates.  We can offer to take a list 
of Republicans to call with a reminder of the times and places to vote early.  There are a number of 
ways an individual can help to assure a maximum Republican vote. 
 Studies show that when people intend to vote, but fail to vote early, a substantial percentage of 
that vote is lost on Election Day.  There is a lot to be done.  Please offer your help to your Precinct 
Chair.  
                                            Precinct   Name                    

                                        County Chair   Sue Piner  

                                  Recording Secretary Judy Walker 

                                           Treasurer   Minnie Altum 

 101 Sharon Hall Monge 

 102 Kaci Sisk 

 103 Laura Buske 

 104 Haskell Hart 

 105 Ernie Lee 

 106 Chris Byrd 

 107 Anita Valdez  

 108 Albert Highfield 

 201 Mike Penshorn 

 202 Sharlene Fey 

 203 James “Hoss” Boyd 

 204 Marlin Brown 

 205 Steven White 

 206 Richard “Tex” Hall 

 207 John Brewer 

 208 Joanne Martin 

 301 Will Moravits 

 302 Mary Lou Erben 

 303 Cheryl Jacobs  

 304 Amanda Ackerman 

 305 LaFawn Thompson 

 306 Barbara Harrell 

 401 Robbie Borchers 

 402 Melinda Rapp 

 403 Don Johnson 

 404 Teri Taylor 

 405 Molly Vogt 

 406 Joe Carroll 

 407 Susan Walker 
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Our Mission 
 

 The mission of the Republican Club of Comal County is to promote “Faith, 

Family, and Freedom” by providing information and education about critical 

political issues, by encouraging active participation in the political process, by 

supporting conservative Republican nominees, and by fostering loyalty to the 

Republican Party and its conservative ideals. 

Senator Donna Campbell, M.D. 
 
 Senator Donna Campbell works as an emergency room physician.  Her education 
includes a Bachelor of Science degree from Central State University in Edmond, 
Oklahoma; a Master of Nursing degree from Texas Woman's University in Denton, Texas; 
a Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) Degree from Texas Tech Health Science Center in Lubbock, 
where she was a member of Alpha Omega Alpha, the honor society for medical schools; a 
General Surgical Internship at Methodist Hospital of Dallas; and a Residency in 
Ophthalmology at the University of Texas Health Science Center in Houston, where she 
was awarded the prestigious Morton Award as an outstanding resident in ophthalmology.  
She is a board certified emergency room physician. 
 Senator Campbell has been a Republican member of the Texas Senate since 2013 
representing Senate District 25, a six-county district which includes parts of San Antonio 
and Austin.  She became just the fifteenth woman ever elected to serve in the Texas Senate.  
She currently serves as the Chair of the Senate Veteran Affairs and Border Security 
Committee.  She lives in New Braunfels and is the proud parent of four daughters. 
 Senator Campbell was born on a naval base and grew up with a great respect for the 
military and law enforcement.  Her father served in the U.S. Navy and later as a trooper in 
the highway patrol. Her mother worked in factories most of her life until studying to 
become a registered nurse at the age of 48.  
 Senator Campbell has received top honors for her legislative accomplishments from the 
NRA, the Texas Alliance for Life, Texas Values, and the Texas Veterans Commission.  She 
has been recognized as a Top Courageous Conservative three times in a row by the Texas 
Conservative Coalition and was designated as a Fighter for Free Enterprise by the Texas 
Association of Business. 
 During the 85th Legislature, Senator Campbell authored or sponsored 109 pieces of 
legislation, with 53 of those making it to the Governor's desk on the way to becoming law.  
She was most recently appointed to chair the Select Committee on Aging, which studies 
issues that affect Texas' senior citizens.  Senator Campbell also serves as a vital member of 
the Senate Finance, Business & Commerce, Intergovernmental Relations, and Education 
Committees.  
 A proud woman of faith, Senator Campbell has volunteered with Christian Eye 
Ministries and performed hundreds of eye surgeries in the West African nation of Ghana.  
In her spare time, she is an avid hiker and runner.  
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Robert and Joeylynn Mesaros 

 Robert and Joeylynn are a middle-class family trying 

to live their American Dream while resisting the govern-

mental overreach that has come knocking on their own 

front door.  They are hardworking, God-fearing patriots 

who highly value all constitutional rights.  Joeylynn is a 

stay-at-home mom who homeschools their 10-year-old 

son to ensure that he has a solid foundation during these 

uncertain times, and Robert is a Master Plumber, part of 

the backbone of America,  with aspirations of one day 

having his own plumbing company.  But as of recently, 

the Christian Conservative values that they possess have 

been challenged in a baseless lawsuit.  

 Robert and Joeylynn have been falsely accused, and 

are being sued in Federal court, for participating in a 

Trump Train rally last October when the Biden Bus 

passed through Texas (you may remember seeing President Trump tweet a video of this saying 'I 

love Texas!').  Former Democratic State Senator Wendy Davis, Biden-Harris campaign staffers, and 

the Biden bus driver are claiming Robert and Joeylynn "violated the Ku Klux Klan Law of 1871 by 

banding together on a public highway to suppress black and minority voter rights" (using a law 

against Republicans that was originally designed to protect minorities from Democrats).  Additional-

ly, they claim Robert and Joeylynn attempted to run the bus off the road and attempted assault, 

which are malicious lies and an abuse of power and of the Federal judiciary system.  Robert and Jo-

eylynn were merely exercising their 1st Amendment right to free speech by flying American and 

Trump Flags on their truck in support of President Trump, just like the Democrats were supporting 

Biden with the signage on their bus.  They proudly showed love for their country and for President 

Trump, just like you would wear your favorite jersey to a sporting event; however, this resulted in a 

massive frivolous lawsuit.  More than ever, free speech and our first amendment rights are under 

attack.  

 As a single-income family, Robert and Joeylynn's home, and everything they have worked hard 

for, is on the line to defend freedom.  With threats of bankruptcy, this lawsuit is designed to silence 

everyday Americans and to make an example out of Robert and Joeylynn to chill free speech.  But 

Robert and Joeylynn say, "We will not be silenced or intimidated!  It's our job to speak up and speak 

out.  We cannot afford to be the ‘silent majority' any more.  We did not ask to be in this fight, but it 

came knocking on our door and we intend to stand and defend not only the rights of our family, but 

the rights of everyone (whether their opinions align with ours or not - that's what free speech is all 

about).  We believe that God is using this unfortunate situation as an opportunity to shed light on 

what is happening in our country, and to be a beacon of truth and justice for all.  We believe prayer 

is powerful, and we appreciate you standing in prayerful agreement alongside of us as we stand firm 

in this fight." 

 As a result of this lawsuit, Joeylynn and Robert are passionate to share their story and educate 

the community on the importance of standing up and defending our basic freedoms.  Joeylynn will 

be sharing their story at the Republican Club of Comal County's September meeting.   To learn more 

about how you can support this fight, please visit: www.freeforfreedomssake.com. 
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The 2020 Principles of the Republican Party of Texas (RPT) 
 

The following is a portion of the RPT 2020 Platform.  This is an outline of what we 
believe our Party stands for and should be made familiar to all Texas Republicans so 
when we are asked, "Why are you a Republican?" you can cite one or all of these ten 
primary reasons. 
 
Preamble 
 
 Affirming our belief in God, we still hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.  Throughout the world, 
people dare to dream of freedom and opportunity.  The Republican Party of Texas 
unequivocally defends that dream.  We strive to preserve the freedom given to us by God, 
implemented by our Founding Fathers, and embodied in the Constitution.  We recognize 
that the traditional family is the strength of our nation.  It is our solemn duty to protect 
innocent life and develop responsible citizens.  We understand that our economic success 
depends upon free market principles.  If we fail to maintain our sovereignty, we risk 
losing the freedom to live these ideals. 
 
Principles 

 We, the 2020 Republican Party of Texas, believe in this platform and expect our 
elected leaders to uphold these truths through acknowledgment and action.  We believe in: 

1.  "The laws of nature and nature's God," and we support the strict adherence to the 
original language and intent of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitutions 
of the United States and of Texas. 

2. The sanctity of innocent human life, created in the image of God, which should be 
equally protected from fertilization to natural death. 

3. Preserving American and Texas sovereignty and freedom. 

4. Limiting government power to those items enumerated in the United States and Texas 
Constitutions. 

5. Personal accountability and responsibility. 

6. Self-sufficient families, founded on the traditional marriage of a natural man and a 
natural woman. 

7. Having an educated population, with parents having the freedom of choice for the 
education of their children. 

8. The inalienable right of all people to defend themselves and their property. 

9. A free enterprise society unencumbered by government interference or subsidies. 

10.  Honoring all of those who serve and protect our freedom. 
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Republican Party of Texas Legislative Priorities 
2021:  Legislative Priorities Report 

 

RESOLVED, that we, the Republican Party of Texas, urge the Texas Senate and House 
Republican Caucuses to adopt these legislative priorities as their own. 

 
Election Integrity 
 Require citizenship verification of each voter, and felony penalties for Election 
Code violations that threaten election integrity. 
 
Religious Freedom 
 Restore the rights of individuals, organizations and businesses, to exercise their 
sincerely held religious beliefs by prohibiting local ordinances, state laws, or executive 
orders that violate those rights. 
 
Children and Gender Modification 
 Abolish the following practices for minors: intervention to prevent natural 
progression of puberty; administration of opposite sex hormones; and performance of 
any type of gender reassignment surgery. 
 
Abolition of Abortion 
 Abolish abortion by ensuring the right to life and equal protection of the laws to all 
preborn children from the moment of fertilization. 
 
Constitutional Carry 
 Restore legal Texas firearms owners' rights to carry them openly or concealed 
without a permit, while maintaining the option of a permit for reciprocity purposes. 
 
Monument Protection 
 All monuments or markers in our state shall be protected by law from being 
removed, defaced, destroyed, or otherwise dishonored. In particular, specific 
protection shall be given to the Alamo Cenotaph which shall not be removed from its 
current location off the Alamo Battlefield footprint. 
 
School Choice for All 
 Empower parents and guardians to choose from public, private, charter, or 
homeschool options for their children's education using tax credits or exemptions 
without government restraint or intrusion. 
 
Ban Taxpayer-Funded Lobbying 
 Abolish all forms of taxpayer-funded lobbying. 
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Propositions on the ballot in November 
 
Texans will have the opportunity to approve the following amendments with a majority vote: 

Proposition I (HJR 143) 
"The constitutional amendment authorizing the professional sports team charitable foundations of 
organizations sanctioned by the professional Rodeo Cowboys Association or the Women's 
Professional Rodeo Association to conduct charitable raffles at rodeo venues." 

Proposition 2 (HJR 99) 
"The constitutional amendment authorizing a county to finance the development or redevelopment of 
transportation or infrastructure in unproductive, underdeveloped, or blighted areas in the county." 

A "yes" vote supports amending the state constitution to: 
 • authorize counties to issue bonds to fund transportation and infrastructure projects in blighted 
areas; 
 • prohibit counties from allocating more than 65% of property tax revenue increases annually to 
repay the bonds; and 
 • prohibit counties from using the funds from the issuance of the bonds to build a toll road. 

A "no" vote opposes amending the state constitution, thereby maintaining that only cities and towns 
may issue bonds to fund transportation and infrastructure projects in blighted areas. 

Proposition 3 (S.lR 27) 
"The constitutional amendment to prohibit this state or a political subdivision of this state from 
prohibiting or limiting religious services of religious organizations." 

A "yes" vote supports amending the state constitution to prohibit the state or any political subdivision 
from enacting a law, rule, order, or proclamation that limits religious services or organizations. 

A "no" vote opposes amending the state constitution to prohibit the state or any political subdivision 
from enacting a law, rule, order, or proclamation that limits religious services or organizations. 

Proposition 4 (SJR 47) 

"The constitutional amendment changing the eligibility requirements for a justice of the supreme 
court, a judge of the court of criminal appeals, a justice of a court of appeals, and a district judge. 

A "yes" vote supports making the following changes to eligibility requirements for a justice of the 
supreme court, a judge of the court of criminal appeals, a justice of a court of appeals, and a district 
judge: 
 • requires candidates to be residents of Texas as well as citizens of the United States; 
 • requires 10 years of experience in Texas as a practicing lawyer or judge of a state or county 
court for candidates of the supreme court, Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, or a court of appeals; 
 • requires 8 years of experience in Texas as a practicing lawyer or judge of a state or county court 
for candidates of a district court; 
 • disqualifies candidates if their license to practice law was revoked or suspended during 
experience requirement; and 
 • applies these requirements to individuals elected or appointed to a term beginning after January 
1, 2025. 

A "no" vote opposes this amendment to make changes to the eligibility requirements for 
candidates running for the following judicial offices: a justice of the supreme court, a judge of 
the court of criminal appeals, a justice of a court of appeals, and a district judge. 

(Propositions continued on next page) 
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  (Propositions continued from previous page) 

Proposition 5 (HJR 165) 

"The constitutional amendment providing additional powers to the State Commission on Judicial 

Conduct with respect to candidates for judicial office." 

A "yes" vote supports adding a section to the state constitution that authorizes the State Commission 

on Judicial Conduct to investigate and discipline candidates seeking state judicial office in the same 

manner as judicial officeholders. 

A "no" vote opposes adding a section to the state constitution that authorizes the State Commission 

on Judicial Conduct to investigate and discipline candidates seeking state judicial office in the same 

manner as judicial officeholders. 

Proposition 6 (SJR 19) 

"The constitutional amendment establishing a right for residents of certain facilities to designate an 

essential caregiver for in-person visitation. " 

A "yes" vote supports amending the state constitution to establish a right for residents of nursing or 

assisted living facilities to designate an essential caregiver, who cannot be prohibited from in-person 

visitation. 

A "no" vote opposes amending the state constitution to establish a right for residents of nursing or 

assisted living facilities to designate an essential caregiver, who cannot be prohibited from in-person 

visitation. 

Proposition 7 (HJR 125) 

"The constitutional amendment to allow the surviving spouse of a person who is disabled to receive 

a limitation on the school district ad valorem taxes on the spouse's residence homestead if the spouse 

is 55 years of age or older at the time of the person's death." 

A "yes" vote supports amending the state constitution to allow the surviving spouse of a disabled 

individual to maintain a homestead property tax limit if the spouse is 55 years of age or older at the 

time of the death and remains at the homestead. 

A "no" vote opposes amending the state constitution to allow the surviving spouse of a disabled in-

dividual to maintain a homestead property tax limit if the spouse is 55 years of age or older at the 

time of the death and remains at the homestead. 

Proposition 8 (SJR 35) 

"The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an exemption from ad val-

orem taxation of all or part of the market value of the residence homestead of the surviving spouse 

of a member of the armed services of the United States who is killed or fatally injured in the line of 

duty." 

A "yes" vote supports amending the state constitution to allow the legislature to provide a home-

stead property tax exemption for the surviving spouse of a military member "killed or fatally injured 

in the line of duty." 

A "no" vote opposes amending the state constitution, thereby maintaining the existing language that 

authorizes a tax exemption for the spouse of a military member "killed in action. 
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Crisis of Courage 
By: Judd Garrett, Objectivity is the Objective, August 25, 2021 

 
 We have all seen it many times.  It happens way too often.  We may have even succumbed to it 
ourselves.  A young child standing in an aisle in Target, or Walmart, or Toys-R-Us, red faced, 
screaming at the top of his lungs, stomping his feet, demanding the new Paw Patrol toy, or a bag of 
Skittles, and the parents give him what he wants to quiet him down, choosing to give into his fit of 
anger to avoid an embarrassing public scene.  They chose the easy way out, the short-term solution. 
 But what happens when you reward bad behavior?  You get more of it, not less.  Every time that 
child wants something, he will throw a fit because he knows that is the best way to get his parents to 
give him what he wants.  The parents didn't demand that the child behaves properly and respectfully 
to get the toy; they didn't require that the child performs chores to get the candy, the parents used 
the toy to stop him from acting out, and they will wake up one day with a child who throws fit after 
fit after fit.  It's not the child's fault, it's the parents fault.  They trained him that way.  When we 
chose quiet over peace, we become slaves to the empty drums. 
 Eleven days after the United States military left Afghanistan, Kabul fell to the Taliban which 
begs the question, why is the Taliban still in existence?  We were in Afghanistan for 20 years, and 
the Taliban is still standing?  How did that happen?  Why were they not obliterated 19 years ago?  
The Taliban is an empirically evil group, so there is no gray area on what needed to be done to 
them.  Did we not want the optics that comes with destroying them?  But their continued existence 
is the colossal failure of our time in Afghanistan.  And what is the result of our failure?  Afghan 
women have lost all rights and privileges, 12-year-old girls are being raped on a regular basis by the 
Taliban, gays will be dropped off the highest buildings.  Our fingerprints are all over every single 
one of those rapes and murders because we had 20 years to obliterate the Taliban, and we did not do 
it. 
 One of the main reason the Taliban still exists is that Pakistan has supported and protected them 
for years.  So, we give Pakistan over one billion dollars every year, and they take our money and use 
it to fund our enemies, the Taliban and Al Qaeda.  Again, why do we give Pakistan any money?  
What have they done to deserve our generosity?  They have nuclear weapons, and we are scared that 
they may use them.  So, all they must do is saber-rattle, and we immediately pay their demands in 
money to "keep the peace", no different than the parent at Toys-R-Us.  We purchase the short-term 
peace, even though we know that money will be used to fund warring machines that will continue to 
destroy any chance at long-term peace. 
 This what happens when we chose quiet over peace, when we chose to placate the problem 
instead of confronting the problem.  In 2015, to get Iran to agree to the politically expedient nuclear 
deal, the Obama administration handed the mullahs in Iran hundreds of millions of dollars.  Our 
army flew palates stacked 10-feet high with US dollar bills to Iran, the leading state sponsor of 
terrorism, with the promise that the mullahs would agree not to develop a nuclear weapon.  What 
happened?  Iran continued with their nuclear program, developing centrifuges, and testing long 
range missile capabilities, knowing full well, the closer they get to becoming nuclear, the more 
money we will send them not to launch their missiles, and that money will be used to fund 
terrorism.  America has become the ultimate bad parent in the world, continually rewarding bad 
behavior for temporary peace. 
 America and Americans fall for these tactics all the time, though.  Black Lives Matter riots in 
our cities, burning, bombing, killing, and maiming, and instead of arresting the rioters we hand their 
organization hundreds of millions of dollars to placate them, hoping they will stop rioting.  Their 
leaders simply buy million-dollar mansions, and they encourage more rioting.  This has become a 
regular cottage industry for them.  We reward the bad behavior, and now have become slaves to the 
bad behavior. 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 
 

 We shouldn't be surprised that BLM and Antifa have been emboldened.  We have been treating 
left wing domestic terrorists with kid gloves for the last 50 years.  On Monday, on his way out the 
door, former New York governor Andrew Cuomo decided to grant clemency to domestic terrorist 
David Gilbert, of the Weather Underground, who was convicted of murdering two police officers 
and a security guard while attempting the infamous Brinks Heist in 1981. 
 After the bombing, Gilbert went into hiding, living with two other domestic terrorists, 
Bernadine Dohrn and Bill Ayers, who bombed the Pentagon, the US Capital Building and the New 
York City Police department.  Both terrorists are close friends with former President Barack Obama 
and were Professors at Northwestern and University of Illinois at Chicago.  So, if you are 
conservative, and you simply trespass at the Capital Building, you are placed in solitary 
confinement for 7 months, but if you are liberal, and you bomb the Capital Building, you get a 
cushy professorship at an elite University, and become close friends with a former Democrat 
President? 
 These are the same tactics that the "woke" are using to destroy our culture and society today.  
The "woke" are social and cultural terrorists.  If someone says or does something they do not like, 
they throw a fit, threaten businesses, demand they are fired, and we comply with their irrational 
demands because we will always choose quiet over peace.  We lack the courage to stand up for 
what is right over what is expedient. 
 Our lack of courage to stand against the bad actors and stand up for what is right has brought us 
to this point in time.  So, what if Pakistan has nuclear weapons, they still should have to behave 
properly without us paying them off.  We have thousands of nuclear weapons ourselves.  We should 
never give Pakistan another dime, point a hundred nuclear weapons at them, and tell them to shut up 
and behave.  You are risking a nuclear war, some will argue.  What are we risking by paying 
hundreds of millions of dollars to Pakistan who funds the Taliban and Al Qaeda, or to Iran, the 
leading state sponsor of terrorism in the world, or to Black Lives Matter, the leading domestic 
terrorist organization in our country? 
 If you haven't noticed, the world is falling apart or being torn apart.  Our country is 
disintegrating before our eyes.  Why?  Because America in its wealth and arrogance has decided to 
pay people and groups handsomely for their bad behavior, thinking it will stop their bad behavior.  
And like the child at Target, it shuts them up temporarily until they want something else, and then 
they behave badly again, until we reward them again, and the vicious cycle continues until civil 
society is destroyed. 
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The Rise of the American Nation vs. the 1619 Project 
By Theodore Wilson, August 22, 2021 

 
 It was a great textbook.  The Rise of the American Nation, co-authored by renowned historians, 
Lewis Paul Todd and Merle Curti, who won the Pulitzer Prize for History, was used in high school 
classrooms for over two decades.  This description has now been canceled. 
 Substitute the 1619 Project developed by Nicole Hannah-Jones, a more recent Pulitzer Prize 
winner.  She blames all whites for the ugly narcissistic American culture embodied in oppression 
and prejudice.  
 These 18 essays and 36 creative writing pieces place the contributions of black Africans at the 
core of the economic and cultural development of this nation.  White capitalism relied chiefly on the 
inhumane brutality of slavery from the beginning of the Virginia colony.  It was the driving force of 
our economy and suppresses people of color today. 
 The philosophical trappings of these works appeal to the woke culture.  They substitute their 
biases and prejudice at the risk of canceling their fellowship with other immigrant groups. 
   The facts revealed in the Rise of the American Nation describes America as a melting pot of 
white immigrants across Europe, each country quite different, with their own languages and 
religions.  Most of the people were fleeing from impoverishment, and they struggled for survival.  
Opportunity was their dream. 
  For this reason, previous American history must be erased and re-written.  Why?  The sharp 
contrast between truth and bias pierces reality.  Our real past paints a picture that describes the 1619 
Project as ambiguous, because systemic racism describes all people of color impoverished at the 
enrichment of all white people. 
 Digging through the rows of dusty history books neatly arranged in the shelfs of my study in this 
helpless hour when our avengers alter the truth, I wanted to re-submit history through the eyes of 
these two great historians as they saw it.  Sometimes it helps to go back and re-read what we once 
learned.  I offer this snippet on U.S. economic history, a bird's eye view of America in toto. 
 The institution of slavery evolved over two-thousand years ago.  History points to Africa for its 
beginning, but American slavery had its roots in Europe and Euro-Asia.  It was predominantly a 
white institution, mostly Christian and pagan slaves, and some Muslims.  Even Jews owned 
Christian slaves. 
 There were small scale efforts throughout the fiefdoms to end Christian slavery during the first 
millennium, but it wasn't until Charlemagne cut a deal with the pope to crown him king in exchange 
for his conversion to Christianity that caused Christian slave trade to dwindle.  In 873, Pope John 
VIII declared that slavery was a sin, and this essentially freed the Christians, but white slavery 
continued into the next millennium. 
 Spain began to enslave natives in Meso-America almost immediately on arrival, but in 1493, 
Queen Isabella banned this slave trade and forbade natives from going to Spain. 
 In response, the Conquistadores established the encomienda, a Spanish labor system where the 
non-Christian natives became vassals and were forced to work without pay to live on the land.  
Gold, silver, precious gems, and other resources immediately began to flow into Europe. 
 The Spanish were the first to import enslaved Africans to the Caribbean Islands as laborers on 
plantations, but native slavery continued. 
 In response, Charles V of Spain established the Ancient de Negros (1578) as a monopoly 
contract between the Spanish Crown and merchants for the right to provide African slaves to the 
Spanish Americas.  His primary goal was to stop the importation of native Americans to Europe. 
 The Spanish traveled to Kansas one-hundred years before Jamestown was settled.  Eight 
American states were first settled by the Spanish.  American capitalism was up and running by the 
time Hernan Cortez established New Spain in Mexico.  Europeans fished off the coast of Canada 
and Maine for cod and whales, and sugar plantations were operating in the Caribbean islands. 
 The tobacco industry was established in Virginia almost a century later.  It was a small portion 
of the economy in the original 13 states.  Cotton too was a minor product until Eli Whitney invented 
the cotton gin in 1793, but the American industrial revolution was well under way.  By 1800, New 
York City had undergone urban renewal twice. 
 Slavery was both black and white.  During this period of immigration, many white Europeans 
sold themselves into servitude, either as redemptioners, a temporary form of slavery usually for 5 to 
10 years, or indentures for the rest of their life. 

(continued on next page) 
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Cotton, however, did change the face of our economy in the South.  At one point in history, the United States 
produced nearly 66% of the total world production.  At the same time, the north was booming with new 
factories in multiple industries, and they opposed slavery.  Act of 1794 prohibited ships under the American 
flag from participating in the importation of slaves.  In 1808, under the efforts of Thomas Jefferson, slaves 
were not allowed to be imported. 
 Even though the United States Navy constantly patrolled the coast trying to capture slave ships, they 
failed to prevent the mass importation of enslaved Africans. 
 In 1791, the total production of cotton fiber had been 4,000 bales.  In 1830, the U.S. production had 
jumped to 732,000, and in 1860, more than 4,000,000, but Europe was competing against us. 
 The element of slavery was driven by the lack of population in the south with approximately 15 people 
per square mile compared to 75 per square mile in the north. 
  Two-thirds of the railroads built before the civil war were in the north where the factories were, as well 
as the Erie Canal that was considered as the eighth wonder of the world.  The north was a flourishing 
industrial region, and the south, with a limited infrastructure, produced mostly agricultural products and relied 
on European finished goods. 
 Prior to the Civil War, tariffs and slavery deeply divided the politicians from the North and the South in 
the United States Congress because the economic elements driving industrialism were in opposition with the 
plantation economy and the institution of slavery.  
 These are the facts that dismantle the 1619 Project.  The factory system under capitalism and free 
enterprise dominated the economies of the northern states, and they opposed slavery.  These northern states 
made up by far, the largest portion of the United States economy. 
 The reality was, in 1860, slavery was a dying institution because it was on the verge of becoming 
unprofitable.  When the civil war ended, the bottom fell out of the cotton market in the United States, not 
because the slaves were freed, cheaper labor in foreign competition drove prices down. 
 Up to 1860, the United States had a total of 36,000 patents, but by 1900, we had 112,188, and had 
become the industrial power of the world without the institution of slavery. 
 The ambiguous 1619 Project ignores the suffering and sacrifices of the white Europeans who were the 
backbone during the development of this great nation.  Thousands of children and adults suffered and died 
when they were settling the open frontier, digging in coal mines and the sewers in big cities, building bridges 
and skyscrapers.  Wives were forced to work because of meager wages, and families lived in overcrowded 
and unfit dwellings. 
 The literature of great writers during the Progressive Period remains as a testimony to these Europeans.  
Muckrakers, as they were called, like Jane Addams, Upton Sinclair, Edwin Markham, and Ida Tarbell, 
described in clear and graphic terms the atrocities that existed everywhere in this country. 
 Blacks have never cornered the market on prejudice and discrimination.  Catholics, Jews, and Mormons, 
and others have had their share.  At one time, it was illegal for a Catholic priest who was walking across 
Massachusetts to stop before sundown.  He had to move on by sunup or was hung.  When the Irish first came, 
college was an impossible dream.  Rising to the level of a policemen or railroad conductor, that was the Irish 
symbol of success. 
 The world has a long record of atrocities stretching back to the Old Testament.  The Jews, Christians, 
Armenians, American Indians, and Africans are just the tip of the iceberg.  Today, a million captives in China 
are experiencing death in genocide camps.  
 It has been a long journey for black Americans in the United States.  In this democratic republic where 
freedom takes its course, justice prevailed.  Since World War II, the average annual income of black families 
has leaped up as did the number of college graduates.  They were amalgamized into the prosperity of the Jet 
Age and beyond, experiencing amazing success in every arena of society. 
 Hanna-Jones and Black Lives Matter disagree with freedom.  They have chosen to drive this nation 
toward dictatorship.  Communists believe that by eliminating freedom, democracy, religion, culture and 
establishing dictatorship, government can mold all people into a one-class culture and create a perfect life.  In 
their view, life in Cuba and China is an ideal existence.  
 The 1619 Project represents a tool in the communist workshop for those who desire to engineer a racial 
clash.  Why?  If they can destroy our democratic republic, the government can declare war against any citizen 
who supports the 1788 Constitution. 
 The Biden Administration does not acknowledge the presence of a communist takeover in the United 
States, a luminous sign of acceptance.  We must salvage the truth, not abandon it as Biden did the billion 
dollars of high-tech military weapons in Afghanistan. 
 Communist and socialist countries apply their final solution, prisons, and death camps of genocide.  
Washington's prisons have already been turned into chambers of torture for those who participated in the 
January 6th demonstration. 
 History speaks for itself. 
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The Third Term of Obama - Biden's New America 
By E.P. Unum, August 11, 2021 

 
 Have you noticed? 
 We no longer defend our borders, our history, including monuments to past greatness, or our 
streets.  Our cities have become anarchist playgrounds.  With each passing day we watch with horror 
as we become The Welfare State, a nation of dependents, mendicants, and misplaced charity.  Our 
homeless veterans camp in the streets while illegal aliens from all over the world flow into our 
country unchallenged, many with Covid and other diseases and are put up in hotels fed, given health 
care, all on the taxpayer dime.  Did you approve of this?  I know I didn't. 
 While our border agents try their best to stem the tide of illegal aliens, we are on pace to admit 
roughly 2.0 million illegals in addition to the 1.0 million people from around the world we admit 
normally in any given year.  And while this is going on, drug cartels are using these people to serve 
as "mules" smuggling heroin, cocaine, and fentanyl into our country…drugs that kill!  Are you 
happy with this?  I know I am not. 
  The President of the United States can't even quote the beginning of the Declaration of 
Independence (‘You know — The Thing') correctly.  Ivy League graduates routinely fail history 
tests that 5th graders could pass a generation ago.  Crime rates are soaring, and the mainstream 
media blame the 2nd Amendment and slash police budgets with screams of defund the police.  Do 
you think this is wise?  I know I do not. 
  Our culture is certifiably insane.  Teachers are teaching students that there are more than one 
gender and encouraging young males to think they are women and vice versa.  And to use whatever 
restroom or locker room they choose, depending on whether they feel like a woman or a man on any 
given day.  
 Schools in California and Oregon are no longer requiring students to be proficient in math or 
English to graduate! Academics continue to pontificate about racism while seeking to convince 
members of one race that they're inherently evil, and others that they are perpetual victims.  A 
psychiatrist lecturing at Yale said she fantasizes about ‘unloading a revolver into the head of any 
white person.' Are you aware of these things?  I am, and it mystifies me.  By what sophistry of 
imagination does this thinking arise?  How does this help our children? 
  We slaughter the unborn in the name of "a woman's choice."  But who speaks for the child in 
the woman's womb?  And did anyone bother to check what is happening to our birth rate?  It has 
dipped lower year by year for the last two decades.  But hey, that's not so bad because we are 
making up for it by admitting more illegals into our nation who will likely vote Democratic.  Do you 
begin to see what is happening now?  
 Our national debt is so high that we can no longer even pretend that we will repay it one day.  It's 
a $30-trillion monument to profligate spending and refusal to confront reality.  Our "entertainment" 
is sadistic, nihilistic, and as enduring as a candy bar wrapper thrown in the trash.  Our music is a 
noise that spans the spectrum from annoying to repulsive.  Do you agree? 
  Patriotism is no longer fashionable, treason celebrated, and perversion sanctified.  A man in blue 
gets less respect than a man in a dress.  Do we even teach Civics in high school anymore?  Do our 
children know how a bill becomes a law?  Do they know the Constitution and the Bill of Rights and 
how those documents came into being?  Shouldn't our children know these things…after all, are they 
not our future?  
 Think about this the next time the war claxon sounds and we ask our sons and daughters to go 
off and fight for a nation our leaders no longer believe in.  And the war claxon will sound, sooner 
than we realize.  Shouldn't we be prepared? 
 How meekly most people submitted to Fauci-ism and his insanity of insisting on people wearing 
face masks whether they are vaccinated or not!  More than anything else, the unwarranted fear 
control freaks like Anthony Fauci spread to the American public is unconscionable.  Keep in mind 
that it was Fauci who approved the investment made by the National Institutes of Health into the 
Chinese Wuhan Lab, controlled by the Chinese Communist Party.  What in God's name are we 
doing investing into a Chinese Lab doing very risky research into viruses that can be transmitted 
easily human to human?  Have you thought to ask these questions?  Shouldn't we deserve some 
answers? 

(continued on next page) 
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 Today, we see our so-called leaders taking us down a path leading to economic ruin by spending 
money we don't have on things we do not need.  Did I mention that part of the $3.5 Trillion spending 
bill developed by democrats includes amnesty for illegal immigrants…they will become citizens of 
the United States?  Joe Biden promised he would not raise taxes on Americans making less than 
$400,000 per family.  With the spending bills recently passed and the $3.5Trillion in new spending 
democrats are pushing to spend, we will have an oversupply of dollars flooding the markets which 
will inevitably devalue the purchasing power of the dollar.  In addition, production of goods and 
services, the hallmark of growth, will not be able to keep up because there are still 10.4 million 
people still unemployed!  Too many dollars chasing too few goods is the very definition of inflation 
and inflation, stripped of all sophisticated jargon, is an insidious tax on every American.  And 
inflation has been increasing by 5.3% last month.  Were you aware of this?  Shouldn't you be?  Do 
you really believe America needs $4.7 Trillion in spending with an economy that is just starting to 
heat up, or should our focus be on getting people back to work? 
 But here are the questions that are so vitally important for you to reflect upon.  How do nations 
slip from greatness to obscurity?  Can it happen to America?  The short answer is - You bet it can, 
and it is happening as we speak.   Nations throughout recorded history have collapsed for the 
following reasons: see if you can identify patterns with what is happening here in the U.S: 
 • Fighting endless wars, they can't or won't win 
 • Accumulating massive debt far beyond their ability to repay 
 • Refusing to guard their borders, allowing the nation to be inundated by an alien horde 
 • Surrendering control of their cities to mob rule 
 • Allowing indoctrination rather than education of the young 
 • Moving from a republican form of government to an oligarchy 
 • Losing national identity and pride in their nation 
 • Indulging indolence, promiscuity, decadence, and immoral behavior 
 • Abandoning faith and family – the bulwarks of social order. 
 I contend that in America, every one of these symptoms is pronounced, indicating an advanced 
stage of the disease. 
  Even if the cause seems hopeless, do we not have an obligation to those who sacrificed so much 
to give us what we had, first and foremost our freedom?  If you close your eyes and reflect on our 
history carefully, you may find yourself surrounded by ghosts urging you on…  the Union soldiers 
who held Cemetery Ridge at Gettysburg, the battered bastards of Bastogne, Guadalcanal, Iwo Jima, 
Saipan, those who served in the cold hell of Korea at places like Pork Chop Hill, the guys who went 
to the jungles of Southeast Asia with names like Hue City, Khe Sahn, the Ia Drang, and came home 
to be reviled or neglected by their fellow citizens, and our young men and women who served in 
Afghanistan in places like Kabul, Kandahar and others.  All paid a price for the things we hold dear. 
 This is the nation that took in my immigrant grandparents and parents, whose uniform my 
grandfather wore in WWI and my father and most of my uncles wore in the Second World War and 
in Korea.  I don't want to imagine a world without America, even though if we continue down the 
path we are on it may become increasingly likely. 
 During Britain's darkest hour, when its professional army was trapped at Dunkirk and a German 
invasion seemed imminent, Churchill reminded his countrymen, "Nations that go down fighting rise 
again, and those that surrender tamely are finished." 
 The same might be said of causes.  If we let America slip through our fingers, if we lose without 
a fight, what will posterity say of us?  We are in the fight of our lives with an enemy who promises 
benevolence but delivers pain.  The socialist/communist agenda they are espousing has never 
worked anywhere in the world throughout history and has resulted in death and despair for millions.  
Fight it with every breath you have.  The alternatives are both depressing and ominous. 
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The Peter Principle 
Objectivity is the Objective, Judd Garrett, August 22, 2021 

 
 When Joe Biden first became President, I thought he was the living embodiment of the 
Peter Principle, an aged politician rising to the level of his incompetence.  But that was 
being too generous to him.  The Peter Principle requires that the person has actually 
accomplished something to warrant his position of incompetence.  The biggest 
accomplishment in Biden's political career is managing to get re-elected six times. 
 In 2020, Joe Biden was foisted upon the American public as an empathetic and 
competent leader.  But nothing could have been further from the truth.  His entire 40-year 
political career has been marred with incompetence, dishonesty, and mean-spirited attacks.  
In 1987, Biden led the dishonest partisan attack on Judge Robert Bork which derailed his 
Supreme Court nomination; it was the most vicious attack on a Supreme Court nominee 
until Biden's "public lynching" of Justice Clarence Thomas four years later.  Dishonesty 
and divisiveness is who Joe Biden is. 
 In 1965, at Syracuse Law school, Biden was caught plagiarizing five pages from a 
published law review.  He initially failed the course, but was allowed to retake it, and 
eventually earned his degree.  His biggest failure from that episode is that he did not learn 
from that mistake of his youth.  Years later, as a politician, Biden was also caught 
plagiarizing speeches of John F. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, and British Labour Party 
leader Neil Kinnock, forcing him to drop out of the Presidential race in 1988.  These 
revelations were not simply "October Surprises" weaponized to destroy a campaign.  These 
transgressions mattered.  They revealed the character of Joe Biden -- Presidential candidate.  
Biden is what those plagiarized speeches showed him to be, a fraud. 
 He and his family have been exploiting his public office for personal gain for over 40 
years.  That is why the Hunter Biden laptop story mattered.  It was revealing.  It showed the 
voter who Joe Biden really is.  But that was covered up by the media, censored on 
Facebook and Twitter.  Imagine if those real stories of his fraudulent activities were 
allowed to come out.  Would he be in the White House right now?  There is a good chance 
he wouldn't. 
 Frauds always get exposed sooner or later.  In the case of our current "President", it was 
sooner.  Anyone objectively paying attention to American politics over the last year and a 
half, would easily conclude that Joe Biden is not cognitively, intellectually, and 
emotionally competent to be President of the United States, and the very people who are 
charged to expose his incompetence, the media, not only failed in that task, but they ran 
cover for him.  As a result, the worst Presidential campaigns ever run by the least energetic 
and inspiring candidate, received 11 million more votes than anyone else in history. 
 During the campaign, Biden hid in his basement for months on end, emerging for brief 
heavily scripted media sessions, interviewed only by friendly journalists who asked pre-
approved questions, and he was allowed to read his answers from note cards or a tele-
promoter.  That right there was obvious proof of his incompetence, but the media onlookers 
fawned all over every one of these sessions as if they were witnessing Lincoln's Gettysburg 
Address in real time. 
 The times Biden went off-script were embarrassingly revealing, such as telling a black 
journalist, that if he didn't vote for him, he "ain't black."  His campaign rallies were equally 
embarrassing.  He was unable to inspire more than 20 cars to show up to his rallies in two 
of the biggest cities in Pennsylvania.  There was no energy, no passion from him or for 
him.                                              (continued on next page) 
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 The mainstream media and social media did most of the heavy lifting for Biden; relentlessly 
attacking his opponent, continually spinning everything he did or said to the positive, covering up 
bombshell scandals, and censoring his opponent.  In the Presidential debates, time and again, the 
moderators either answered the questions for Joe Biden as he stumbled around to string together a 
coherent sentence, or they continually cutoff his opponent to the point of silencing his mic because 
he was continually underscoring Biden's cognitive decline. 
 If Joe Biden was vetted honestly during the campaign, all his cognitive decline and 
incompetence would have been laid bare, and he wouldn't be sitting in the seat he is right now.  
Presidential campaigns are supposed to stress the candidates to the point where the voter can 
determine if the candidates have the mental, emotional, and intellectual ability and stamina to 
handle the strenuous job of President.  But nothing was honest in the last election.  The powers to 
be did everything to prevent Joe from being tested that way because they knew he would fail 
miserably, so they protected him every step of the way.  And when he assumed the office of 
President of the United States, he was woefully incapable of performing the duties required of him. 
 Everything that we are seeing play itself out in real time, whether it is in Kabul, on the southern 
border, in our inner-cities, inflation, energy, every crisis or colossal mistake is a direct result of the 
fraud that was the 2020 Presidential election.  Even if you do not believe that the actual voting 
process was fraudulent, there was obvious coordinated efforts by the DNC and the Biden campaign 
with mainstream media, big tech, and social media to manipulate the voters and turn this election 
in favor of Biden. 
 Did anyone believe it was going to turn out any differently?  The last three times Joe Biden ran 
for President, and he was vetted properly, he garnered a grand total of zero delegates from his own 
party, but the puppet masters turned him into the greatest Presidential candidate of all time even 
though his level of incompetence is unprecedented.  He was incapable of running a campaign, or 
even sitting for a non-scripted interview, yet he was handed the keys to the most powerful country 
in the free world? 
 This is what you get when the elites, big tech power brokers, and the media think they are 
smarter than everyone else and decide to impose their will on the people.  They come together to 
manipulate the voters and the voting process for their own advantage because Trump's "America 
First" agenda was too much of a threat to their globalist self-interests.  So, they thwart the vote of 
the American people, the democratic process, and use their power to install a President.  For over a 
year, they covered up the fraud that Biden was as a candidate, as a Senator, and now we, the 
American people, must live with the fraud he is as a President. 
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Information about the Texas Election Integrity Bill  
from Representative Kyle Biedermann's office 

 
 HB 3 is the Texas House's election integrity bill.  The bill seeks to create 
statewide best practices for the fair conduct of elections and accomplishes that goal 
through the following mechanisms: 
 • HB 3 requires all information currently required to register to vote to be 

supplied by the person registering.  This information includes a voter's name 
and birthday.  The voter must also swear that they are a US citizen, a resident 
of the county they are trying to register in, not mentally incapacitated, and not 
a convicted felon. 

 • The bill bans drive-through voting except for voters who are physically unable 
to enter a polling place without assistance. 

 • HB 3 sets dates and times that early voting can be conducted. 
 • Requirements differ by county, based on population, but there are some 

similarities across the board.  In most cases, early voting must be available 
for at least 9 hours on every weekday ahead of an election.  Voting can only 

  be allowed between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m.  This is an increase of at least one 
hour per day in most cases. 

 • Furthermore, early voting must be allowed in counties with a population of 
 more than 55,000 on Saturday and Sunday ahead of an election.  On 
 Saturday, voting must be available for at least 12 hours between 6 a.m. and  
 10 p.m., and on Sunday voting must be available for at least 6 hours 
 between  9 a.m. and 10 p.m..  On Sunday, this is an increase of at least an 
 hour in most cases. 

 • HB 3 establishes strong protections for poll watchers from being removed 
from a polling place unless the watcher was previously warned their conduct 
violated the law or the watcher has committed a breach of the peace. 

 • HB 3 allows voters to receive assistance from a relative or, for a voter with a 
disability, a previously known attendant or caregiver, while also strengthening 
the oath that a person assisting a voter must take in order to provide assistance. 

 • The bill requires a voter to provide identifying information on an application 
for a mail-in ballot, including either a driver's license number or the last four 
digits of a voter's social security number. 

 • HB 3 requires mail-in ballots to be tabulated separately from ballots voted in 
person. 

 • The bill bans vote harvesting, a practice of paying a person to deliver votes for 
a specific candidate or measure, and distribution by a public official of 
unsolicited ballots or applications to vote by mail. 

 • The bill strengthens the offense of illegal voting. 
 • Finally, the bill requires courts to prioritize election-related suits during the 

period leading up to an election.  This ensures the speedy resolution of 
disputes arising during elections, preserving faith in fair and honest elections. 
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Another False Narrative on Election Reforms in Texas 
By Russell H. Withers, National Review, July 14, 2021 

 
 Once again, Democrats are grossly mischaracterizing a proposed voting law. 
 Being more familiar with Texas's election laws than the average person, I've become accustomed to 
watching as the narrative on proposed reforms diverges wildly from the facts on the ground.  Such was the 
case when local media made preposterous claims about the Texas legislature's elimination of "rolling 
voting" in 2019.  Then there were the demonstrably false claims that Governor Abbott had engaged in voter-
suppression tactics during the November 2020 election.  Today, the topic is the election-integrity reform 
that was filed in the first called session of the 87th Texas legislature.  As Texas Democrats, after having 
bolted from the state capital, stand in Washington, D.C., singing "We Shall Overcome" on the steps the of 
the United States Capitol, it is worth asking: What is actually in, as Vox calls it, "the GOP voting bill that 
literally caused Texas Democrats to flee the state?" 
 The bill restores the rule of law in elections.  It prohibits many of the well-meaning, but not sustainable, 
efforts by local officials in Harris County to make pandemic voting easier, including sending unsolicited 
mail-in ballot applications, implementing drive-through voting, offering 24-hour voting, or simply changing 
procedures beyond what is authorized in the Texas Election Code.  Opponents refer to this rollback as 
"voter suppression," but what they don't tell you is that these practices, while not expressly illegal, were 
never clearly legal in the first place — and certainly had never been done before.  From the perspective of 
voters in Texas, these provisions change nothing. 
 With respect to voting by mail, the bill requires ballot applicants to include their driver's license 
number, the last four digits of their social security number, or sign a statement declaring that they do not 
have those items.  This is simply an extension of in-person voter-ID requirements.  People who oppose 
voter ID will oppose it for mail-in voting, but they are out of step with nearly 80 percent of Americans who 
support such measures.  Even Stacey Abrams no longer objects to voter ID. 
 The bill expands voting access in several key respects.  First, it amends the election code to increase the 
hours that polling locations are required to stay open (i.e., polls required to operate for "eight" hours will 
have to be open for "nine").  It expressly states that if a person is in line when polls close, that person shall 
be allowed to vote.  The bill even expands a current law prohibiting employers from discriminating against 
a person for attending the polls on election day to cover voting at any time during the early-voting period.  
No honest person would look at these changes and see voter suppression. 
Why Not Fewer Voters? 
 Current law authorizes a person to provide "assistance" to a voter in a variety of circumstances.  The bill 
expands those to include voters who have difficulty "reading" the ballot.  The bill requires the person 
providing assistance to declare that he is not working for a candidate, campaign, or political committee, that 
he did not coerce the voter, and that he will keep the person's ballot confidential.  These are voter 
protections. 
 The bill criminalizes vote harvesting, preventing a voter from casting a legal ballot, causing a voter to 
cast an illegal ballot, voting both in Texas and in another state, and altering a ballot to not reflect a voter's 
will.  It protects the activities of poll watchers, but also requires watchers to swear under oath that they "will 
not disrupt the voting process or harass voters in the discharge of my duties." It authorizes election judges to 
remove watchers who breach the peace or violate the law in any way. 
 At least a half-dozen key provisions in the bill were standalone bills authored by Democrats in the 
previous legislative session.  For example, the bill makes it much easier to fix an incorrect voter registration 
online (H.B. 3122, Turner of Dallas).  It also includes provisions to make it easier to cure defects in mail-in 
ballots and on carrier envelopes for mail-in ballots (H.B. 3525, Bucy).  Notably, the bill also expands 
eligibility for countywide voting in all counties in Texas.  That means a voter can vote at any polling 
location in the county during an election, rather than being restricted to his precinct (H.B. 661, Beckley).  
This is a significant expansion of a process that makes voting much easier. 
 While opponents and an unquestioning media agreed on a narrative long before the bill was filed, the 
truth of the matter is that the current election-integrity bill in Texas is benign.  To be sure, there are 
provisions that inspire typical ideological and political debate, but the main focus of the bill — the measures 
that directly affect voters — will actually make voting easier and more accessible.  No amount of political 
theater will change that.  To call this bill "Jim Crow 2.0" or to assert that it is the greatest threat to 
democracy since the Civil War, as President Biden recently said of such bills, is an unserious position that 
should be ignored. 
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