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An OOTL first! 

The Out On The Lakeshore Board of Directors has 
chosen Jeffrey Sorensen as the first director of the 
organization.  

Sorensen grew up near Marquette and is a graduate 
of Grand Valley State University.  He has a degree in 
marketing and public relations and has worked in 
communications, community outreach, charitable 
giving, event planning, and media relations. 

He is a member of the Grand Rapids Young 
Professionals and serves on its board as public 
relations chair. Sorensen will begin in the director 
position at Out OnThe Lakeshore on Sept. 9.  

The Rev. Jen Adams, board chair, explained that the 
board was heartened by the response to the job 
posting and the opportunity to meet with several very 
good candidates for the position.   

"We're really glad to be at the point of bringing on a 
director,” Adams said. “OOTL is ready for this and 
we're very excited about welcoming Jeffrey into the 
role.  

“We look forward to his leading OOTL into the next 
phase of development which includes increasing 
OOTL's visibility, enhancing fundraising, and creating a 
more consistently active presence in the larger 
community."  Jeffrey Sorensen 

Out On The Lakeshore chooses its first director 
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* OOTL Reads is also on Sept. 3, from 3:30-4:30 

**Lakeshore Hope also meets on Sept. 7, from 10 am-noon. 

***Gender SAFE also meets on Sept. 20, from 6-8 pm, also at Grace Episcopal Church  

Unless otherwise noted, all events are at the Out On The Lakeshore Community Center, 

451 Columbia Ave. The center’s open hours are 1-5 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

7-8:15 pm: 
Out in Faith 
meeting* 

4-6 pm:  
Gender 
SAFE 
meets** 

2-7 pm: 
Equality 
Michigan pop
-up hours 

6:30-7:30 
pm: Adult 
Book Club 

6:30-7:30 

pm: Adult 

Game Night 

7-9 pm: 
PFLAG 
meets at  
Grace Epis-
copal*** 

6:30-7:30 
pm: Teen/
Adult movie 
Night 

10 am-Noon: 
Lakeshore 
Hope meets 
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From LGBTQnation.com  

 

Youth minister faces 

sex abuse charges 

A youth minister at an anti-LGBTQ megachurch 
has been arrested for allegedly sexually abusing an 
underage teen boy. 

Paxton Singer, 24, is the youth minister at the 
Harvest Bible Chapel in Aurora, Illinois. The 
church’s bylaws say that “marriage involves the 
sacred joining together of one man and one woman 
in faithful, permanent union” and say that 
homosexuality and bisexuality are sexual sins. 

Investigators believe that Singer has been 
making inappropriate advances toward an 
unnamed 16-year-old boy. 

Singer allegedly told the boy that the two should 
spend a weekend alone together. He asked the boy 
invasive questions about his sexual habits and 
asked him for naked pictures. 

Police believe that he met the boy at a church 
event in 2016. Afterwards, he sent the kid sexually 
charged text messages from October 2016 and 
August 2017. 

The church was notified at some point and he 
was “terminated without cause” in January 2018. 

Singer is being charged with two misdemeanors: 
disorderly conduct and sexual exploitation of a 
child. 

 

Log Cabin’s Trump endorsement 

leads to mass exodus of members 

The mass exodus of Log Cabin Republicans 
members continues after the group’s controversial 
endorsement of President Donald Trump despite 
his nonstop attacks on the LGBT community. 

The gay GOP group downplayed the 
administration’s policies, including giving healthcare 

workers the right to deny treatment to LGBT 
people, his decision to end several promising 
research experiments into a cure for HIV at the 
request of the religious right, and their argument 
before the Supreme Court that LGBTQ people are 
not protected under civil rights laws. 

Jennifer Horn, who has sat on the board of the 
group for years, announced she could no longer 
serve a group that endorses the subjugation of her 
own community and other minority groups. She 
sent the organization a letter to inform them of her 
decision to quit. 

“He will divide and damage and destroy this 
country in any manner he thinks he needs to 
advance his own political power,” Horn told 
MSNBC’s Chris Hayes. 

 

Teenager threatens 

To open fire at gay bar 

An Ohio teenager has been arrested after 
threatening to open fire at a gay bar and a Planned 
Parenthood clinic. Justin Olsen, 18, was taken into 
custody after making repeated threats online. 

The FBI raided Olsen’s home he shares with his 
father and seized 25 guns and over 10,000 rounds 
of ammunition the teen had been stockpiling. 

Fifteen rifles and 10 semi-automatic pistols were 
taken by authorities. Olsen had also posted photos 
of an AR-15 parts kit, saying he planned to build 
his own semi-automatic rifle. The gun has been 
used in previous mass shootings for its ability to 
fire multiple rounds quickly. 

Olsen moderated an online chatroom where he 
made the threats. Another member of the group 
reported him to the FBI. Olsen is charged with 
aggravated menacing, but claims he was only 
making jokes about shooting federal agents and 
LGBT people. 

LGBT news from across the states 
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Two people who played critical roles in the 
passage of a non-discrimination ordinance 
protecting LGBTQ residents in St. Joseph, MI will 
be honored by Equality Michigan at its fall 
reception. 

St. Joseph Mayor Pro 
Tem Laura Goss and 
outspoken LGBTQ ally Greg 
Fulmer, both employees of 
Whirlpool Corp., will receive 
the 2019 Activist Award at 
the Equality Michigan’s Fall 
Reception: Mission Equality 
on Sept. 13 at the 
Roostertail restaurant in 
Detroit. 

St. Joseph’s passage of 
the non-discrimination 
ordinance prompted nearby 
towns to work on NDOs of 
their own, according to 
Equality Michigan and 
Whirlpool was a major 
contributor to the movement.  
As one of the largest 
employers in the area, 
Whirlpool was losing talent 
to more LGBTQ-friendly 
regions and knew it had to 
take action towards 
protecting their employees, 
noted Equality Michigan. 

Goos, an elected City 
Commissioner, has worked 
at Whirlpool since 2005 in 
human resources. She has 
been president of the Board 
of Directors for the Box 
Factory for the Arts from 

2014-18 and served on the Board of Directors of 
the Safe Shelter, a local domestic violence shelter, 
from 2007-2008. 

"The NDO was a passion project for me because 
it is important for every resident and visitor to feel 
welcome to be who they are,” Goos said. “I've 
been so happy that our work has inspired other 
SW Michigan communities... The more that 
happens perhaps we can finally change our state 
law to something that reflects who we are and who 
we want to be." 

Fulmer, a senior engineer at Whirlpool, is an 
executive board member for the OutCenter, a local 
LGBTQ resource center, and is the community 
lead for Whirlpool's employee resource group 
Whirlpool Pride. 

"Passing our town's NDO has been an 
educational journey,” Fulmer said. “Through the 
whole process, I have grown into a more engaged 
ally." 

For more information on the Equality Michigan 
fall reception, please contact Erin Knott at 
eknott@equalitymi.org. 

Duo to be honored by Equality Michigan  

Holland 

St. Joseph 

Laura Goss 

Greg Fulmer 
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Stacey Sills will present a program on human 
trafficking at the Sept. 20 Holland/Lakeshore 
PFLAG meeting. 

Sills has been in the educational field for 20 
years and is a health consultant for the Ottawa 
Area Intermediate School District (OAISD), 
where she trains teachers in health education 
and coordinates district-wide staff wellness. 

She is chair of the Ottawa Allegan Human 
Trafficking Task Force and is the McKinney-
Vento and Foster Care Coordinator for the 
OAISD, which led her to research and education 
in the underlying world of human trafficking. 

She plans to address the following points 
during the PFLAG meeting: 

• What is human trafficking 

• How youth are being trafficked in West 
Michigan 

• Recruitment methods 

• Vulnerability 

• Prevention 

• Resources 

Previous to joining the OAISD in 2010, Sills 
was an adjunct professor at Grand Valley State 
University and a health teacher at Holland (2002-
10) and Iona (1998-2002) public schools.  

PFLAG meets on the ground floor of Grace 
Episcopal Church, 555 Michigan Avenue, across 
the street from Holland Hospital. PFLAG begins 

with a 
business 
meeting and 
support at 7 
p.m.  After a 
time for 
refreshments 
at 7:50 p.m. 
the program 
will begin at 
8:10 p.m. 
Bring a snack 
to share, if 
you can. 

Prior to the 
PFLAG 
meeting, 
Gender SAFE 
(Supporting 
All For 
Equality) meets from 6-8 p.m. , also on the 
ground floor of Grace Episcopal Church. Gender 
SAFE  is a support group that is open and 
welcoming to all people who are or who love 
someone who is transgender or gender diverse 
(TGD). The group welcomes those who are 
gender affirmative and who are interested in 
learning about the TGD community.  

 Gender SAFE also meets the first Saturday of 
every month from 4-6 p.m. at the Out On The 
Lakeshore Community Center,  451 Columbia 
Ave., Holland. 

Human trafficking topic of PFLAG meeting 

Stacey Sills 
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From LGBTQ Nation 

A new study that is the largest of its kind ever 
conducted found a link between several genes 
and homosexuality. 

Andrea Ganna, the lead author of the study 
published in Science and European Molecular 
Biology Laboratory group leader at the Institute 
of Molecular Medicine in Finland, said that the 
research just shows that sexual diversity is “a 
natural part of our diversity as a species.” 

The study is the largest ever to examine the 
link between sexual orientation and various 
genes, using over 470,000 participants from 
Sweden, the US, and the UK. 

They used DNA data from the UK Biobank 
study and from 23andMe, a private genetics 
company. 26,000 participants reported at least 
one same-sex sexual encounter. 

While no gene can predict someone’s sexual 
orientation, they found a strong correlation 
between homosexuality and five autosomal loci 
(areas of DNA not on sex chromosomes). They 
believe that the loci are involved in our sense of 
smell and hormone regulation. 

The researchers stressed that the presence of 
the genes does not in itself determine someone’s 
sexual orientation. Instead, they found that 
between 8% and 25% of the variance in sexuality 
could be explained by the genes. Some of the 
genes had more of an effect on men, some one 
women, and some on both. 

“Same-sex sexual behavior is influenced by not 
one or a few genes but many,” the authors wrote. 

“It just shows us that same-sex sexual 
behavior is much more complex than this idea of 
having just one gene influencing it all,” said Eric 
Vilain, director of the Center for Genetic 
Medicine Research at Children’s National Health 
System. “It shows that there are genetic factors, 
which we had suspected long ago… but it also 
shows those genetic factors do not tell the whole 
story.” 

The study falls in line with previous research 
into a genetic connection to homosexuality. 
Studies have shown that some families are more 
likely to have gay men in them, for example, 
while others have found correlations between 
homosexuality and environmental factors like 
having older brothers. 

Vilain said that the study could have been 
improved if the researchers focused on gay and 
bi people instead of just asking if people have 
ever had a same-sex sexual experience and 
lumping them all together. He also said that the 
study should be replicated with more diverse 
participants. 

“This new research also reconfirms the long 
established understanding that there is no 
conclusive degree to which nature or nurture 
influence how a gay or lesbian person behaves,” 
said Zeke Stokes of GLAAD. “Being gay or 
lesbian is a natural part of human life, a 
conclusion that has been drawn by researchers 
and scientists time and again.” 

“The identities of LGBTQ people are not up for 
debate.” 

New study links genes, homosexuality  


