
COMING TOGETHER TO ADVOCATE FOR OLDER ADULTS

NC Coalition on Aging 
January Update – January 18, 2019

Start to a New Year:  As 2019 begins, the partial federal shutdown shows no signs of waning; the 
election in our 9th Congressional district has still not been settled; our General Assembly has 
convened to get organized; and lawsuits concerning balance of power parameters continue.  As 
aging consumers, providers, and advocates continue in our efforts to better serve and address the 
need of older North Carolinians, it promises to be an interesting and lively state of affairs for the 
foreseeable future as these issues and others, both known and unknown, play out in our state.  

Something Old and Something New in General Assembly:  The House and Senate returned to 
Raleigh for the opening of its two year session on January 9 for a one day ceremonial and 
organizational meeting.  The Senate voted unanimously to elect Sen. Phil Berger, R-Rockingham, 
as Senate leader for a fifth term, and the House chose Rep. Tim Moore, R-Cleveland, as speaker 
for a third term.  In acceptance speeches, Berger and Moore both noted that they hoped legislators 
can find common ground on issues such as education, hurricane relief and government efficiency.   
Democrats won enough seats in November to end the Republican's veto-proof majorities, giving 
them more leverage.  Senator Ralph Hise, R-Mitchell was selected as the Senate’s deputy leader 
and Rep. Sarah Stevens, R-Surry, was re-elected as speaker pro tempore, the number two elected 
position in the House.  

The legislature will return to Raleigh on January 30 to get down to business.  When they return, 
there will be some notable absences as well as some people in new roles.  It was announced this 
week that Sen. Louis Pate, 82, R-Wayne, who had been sworn in for his fifth term in the Senate is 
retiring.  He served four terms in the House before being elected to the Senate in 2010.  Sen. Pate, 
who has been suffering with health problems, was a most gracious and approachable legislator and 
his knowledge, expertise, and leadership in health and human services issues will be greatly 
missed.  Several legislators who lost their seats in the November elections will still have a presence 
in the halls of the legislature including former state Rep. Nelson Dollar, R-Wake, who had been 
chair of the House Appropriations Committee, before losing his re-election bid.  He will be joining 
House Speaker Moore’s staff as a senior policy advisor.  

All of us in the aging arena in the state have a keen interest in the work of the General Assembly as 
the decisions our state lawmakers make have a critical impact on aging policy as well as the 
availability of resources to support important programs and services for older North Carolinians.    

New State Lawmakers:  Six freshmen Republicans and seven freshmen Democrats were sworn 
into the Senate, which now includes 10 African-Americans, 10 women, two Indian-Americans, 
and eight veterans.  There are 10 attorneys, five in real estate, and three who are in insurance.
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The freshmen Republicans are: 

The freshmen Democrats are: 

A full list of Senators can be found here.
 
The freshman class in the House has nine Republicans and 17 Democrats. The House now 
includes 26 African-Americans, 34 women, one American-Indian, and 24 veterans. 

The freshmen Republicans are: 

The freshmen Democrats are: 

Sen. Bob Steinburg – Chowan (previously served in the House)●
Sen. Jim Burgin – Harnett●
Sen. Carl Ford – Rowan (previously served in the House)●
Sen. Eddie Gallimore – Davidson●
Sen. Todd Johnson – Union●
Sen. Ted Alexander – Cleveland●

●

Sen. Harper Peterson – New Hanover●
Sen. Wiley Nickel – Wake●
Sen. Sam Searcy – Wake●
Sen. Kirk deViere – Cumberland●
Sen. Michael Garrett – Guilford●
Sen. Mujtaba Mohammed – Mecklenburg●
Sen. Natasha Marcus – Mecklenburg●

Rep. Lisa Stone Barnes – Nash●
Rep. Jerry Carter – Rockingham●
Rep. Ed Goodwin – Chowan●
Rep. Bobby Hanig – Currituck●
Rep. Chris Humphrey – Lenoir●
Rep. Steve Jarvis – Davidson●
Rep. Keith Kidwell – Beaufort●
Rep. Wayne Sasser – Cabarrus●
Rep. Carson Smith – Pender●

Rep. Ray Russell – Watauga●
Rep. Kandie Smith – Pitt●
Rep. Raymond Smith – Wayne●
Rep. Julie von Haefen – Wake●
Rep. Sydney Batch – Wake●
Rep. Christy Clark – Mecklenburg●
Rep. Ashton Clemmons – Guilford ●
Rep. Allison Dahle – Wake●
Rep. Terence Everitt – Wake●
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A full list of House members can be found here.
 
Legislative Committees:  Not all legislative committee appointments for the 2019-2020 biennium 
have been made, but are expected soon.  Click here to find information on House and Senate 
Committees.

Senate Standing Committees, for the most part, are in place.  Several Senate Committees of 
particular relevance to the Coalition’s priorities include:  

Senate Appropriations/Base Budget Committee:

Senate Appropriations Committee on Health and Human Services:

Senate Health Care Committee:

House Standing Committees have not been named, but the leadership of several key committees 
has been announced including the Appropriations Committee.  
House Appropriations Committee:

Rep. James Gailliard – Nash●
Rep. Wesley Harris – Mecklenburg●
Rep. Zack Hawkins – Durham●
Rep. Rachel Hunt – Mecklenburg●
Rep. Brandon Lofton – Mecklenburg●
Rep. Carolyn Logan – Mecklenburg●
Rep. Nasif Majeed – Mecklenburg●
Rep. Joe Sam Queen – Haywood (previously served in House and Senate)●

Chairs: Harry Brown, Kathy Harrington, Brent Jackson●

Members: Warren Daniel, Bill Rabon, Norman W. Sanderson, Andy Wells, Dan Bishop, 
Danny Earl Britt, Jr., Rick Gunn, Jerry W. Tillman, Rick Horner, Jim Davis, Joyce 
Krawiec, Deanna Ballard, Dan Blue, Erica D. Smith, Paul A. Lowe, Jr., Terry Van Duyn, 
Jay J. Chaudhuri, Mike Woodard

●

Chairs: Dan Bishop, Joyce Krawiec, Louis Pate (resigned)●

Members: Ralph Hise, Jim Burgin, Floyd B. McKissick, Jr., Gladys A. Robinson, Terry 
Van Duyn, Paul A. Lowe, Jr.

●

Chairs: Dan Bishop, Joyce Krawiec, Louis Pate (resigned)●

Members: Jim Davis, Ralph Hise, Deanna Ballard, Vickie Sawyer, Carl Ford, Rick Horner, 
Jim Burgin, Don Davis, Valerie P. Foushee, Gladys A. Robinson, Terry Van Duyn

●

Senior Chairs – Rep. Jason Saine (R – Lincoln), Rep. Donny Lambeth (R – Forsyth), 
Rep. Linda Johnson (R – Cabarrus)

●
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Voter ID:  Senate Bill 824 (Implementation of Voter ID Constitutional Amendment) passed the 
General Assembly on December 6 and was vetoed by the Governor on December 14.  Provisions 
of the legislation have been shared previously with Coalition members.  The General Assembly 
overrode the Governor’s veto, first in the Senate on December 18 and then in the House on 
December 19 at which time the legislation became law (SL 2018-144 ).  The state NAACP and six 
of its branches filed a federal lawsuit the day after the bill became law, and six voters represented 
by the Southern Coalition for Social Justice filed a lawsuit in state court minutes after the bill 
became law.  The lawsuits have in common the contention that the law discriminates against 
minority voters.   A new organization called Spread the Vote is beginning work in the state to help 
people get photo IDs. The organization works in five states and is expanding to seven more, 
including North Carolina, said spokesman Andrew Feldman.  Spread the Vote works to get people 
the documents they need to obtain certain IDs. (Lynn Bonner, THE NEWS & OBSERVER, 
12/20/18).  In the latest twist in developments related to the lawsuits, lawyers for Senate President 
Pro Tem Phil Berger and House Speaker Tim Moore filed a motion in federal court on January 14 
to intervene in the lawsuit challenging rules to implement the new requirement that voters present 
photo identification at the polls.  (Matthew Burns, WRAL NEWS, 1/14/19)
Coalition Establishes Legislative Agenda for 2019:  At the December 7 membership meeting of 
the Coalition, those present voted to approve five legislative priorities for the long legislative 
session.  These priorities are:

The Coalition is still putting the finishing touches of educational materials about the priority issues.  
These will be available by the Coalition meeting on January 25.

Other Aging Advocacy Groups Identify Legislative Priorites:  As the long legislative session 
gets underway, other aging advocacy groups are also finalizing their legislative priorities for the 

Chairs – Rep. Dean Arp (R – Union), Rep. Josh Dobson (R – Avery), Rep. Chuck 
McGrady (R – Henderson), Rep. John Faircloth (R – Guilford), Rep. William Brisson (R 
– Bladen)

●

Substantially increase state funding for adult protective services (APS).●

Take steps to ensure that older adults and persons with disabilities have safe and affordable 
housing.  Specifically, (1) increase state funding for the Housing Trust Fund which 
provides funding for rehabbing and providing modifications to homes and for developing 
affordable housing for seniors and person with disabilities and (2) increase the Homestead 
Property Tax Exemption which provides low-income persons 65 and older and those who 
are permanently and totally disabled property tax relief.

●

Increase the recurring state funding for the Home and Community Care Block Grant 
(HCCBG) by $7 million.

●

Close the health insurance coverage gap in the state.●

Conduct a comprehensive study about how the state can better support family caregivers, 
particularly caregivers who are in the workforce.

●
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year.  Priorities of some of the key organizations include:

Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging:

North Carolina Senior Tar Heel Legislature:

AARP North Carolina:

Make non-recurring funding in the amount of $969,549 for the Home and Community 
Care Block Grant (HCCBG) recurring and appropriate an additional $21 million for the 
Block Grant to eliminate the official waiting list for serviced funded by the Block Grant.

●

Increase funding for adult protective services (APS) by $7 million.  The Council further 
urges that such increased funding be new state funding rather than a reallocation of the 
federal Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) that would take money from other vital aging 
services programs.

●

Expand medical cost-lowering programs such as PACE (Program for All-Inclusive Care 
for the Elderly).

●

Increase funding for the Home and Community Care Block Grant by $7 million in 
recurring dollars.

●

Maintain the current Senior Center General Purpose funding and increase the funding by a 
recurring $350,000 to continue to meet the vital needs of North Carolina’s growing 
population of older adults.

●

Increase funding for Project C.A.R.E. (Caregiver Alternatives to Running on Empty) in 
2019-2020 by $500,000 and in future years increase funding by ten percent annually for 
expected growth.

●

Recognize and value vulnerable citizens by making available $7 million in recurring funds 
in the State budget to meet the growing need for adult protective services in North Carolina 
and conduct a comprehensive evaluation/review of these services to ensure this protection 
is adequate.

●

Enact legislation which establishes either a mandatory standardized HPPD (hours per 
patient daily) in nursing homes in the state or minimum staff-to-patient ratios for direct care, 
including enforcement standards and consequences to ensure quality care in nursing homes, 
regardless of whether they are for-profit or non-profit organizations.

●

Improve Access to Care in North Carolina●

Empower family caregivers to provide better care to loved ones

Support legislation that will ensure that caregivers are specifically identified 
in medical records if desired by the patient and adequately informed and 
instructed about the care needed by oved ones during a transition.

o

Modernize law to allow full practice authority for advanced practice registered 
nurses



Prioritize long-term care services and supports
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Federal Shutdown and Impact on Older Adults:  Five of the of the 12 FY19 appropriations 
bills were enacted into law prior to the partial government shutdown.  Those five bills provide 75% 
of federal government funding, and many aging services programs are included.  FY19 funding is 
secure for Older Americans Act (OAA) and Elder Justice Act (EJA) programs, Senior Corps, the 
Medicare State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP), and the Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP).  However, several other programs have not been funded. These 
include the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Commodity Supplemental Food 
Program (CSFP), low-income housing assistance, senior transportation programs, and elder justice 
and consumer protection initiatives administered by the Justice and Treasury Departments.  To 
date, there have not been any reductions in these services for older adults, but if the shutdown 
continues, harmful effects will begin to emerge in February and March.  Also caught up in the 
FY19 funding debate are continuing efforts to extend expired Medicaid Home and Community-
Based Services (HCBS) programs that allow older adults to remain in their own homes longer.  
These include the Money Follows the Person (MFP) and Spousal Impoverishment protection 
programs.  On Jan. 8, with leadership from new Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman 
Frank Pallone (D-NJ), the House passed the Medicaid Extenders Act of 2019 (H.R. 259), which 
provides 3-month extensions for these programs.  (Marci Phillips, NCOA, 1/15/19).  (Late 
Breaking Update:  On January 17, 2019, the U.S. Senate passed the Medicaid Extenders package 
via unanimous consent.  This bill now goes to the President's desk.  The legislation 
extends the Medicaid Spousal Impoverishment protection policy until March 31, 2019 and 

Eliminate waiting lists for Home and Community Care Block Grant serviceso

Allocate recurring state funding to the United Way 2-1-1 community 
resource hotline

o

Improve systems to prevent adult abuse and neglect

Update adult guardianship law and improve court data systemso

Create 13 new Long Term Care Ombudsmen positionso

Increase adult protective services support and training improvements in all 
100 counties

o

Increase the Medicaid personal needs allowanceo

Develop comprehensive telehealth policies

Improve Access to Care in North Carolina●

Simplify saving in retirement

Implement payroll initiatives that allow employees to open emergency 
savings or retirement savings accounts through automatic payroll deductions 

o

Improve fraud prevention efforts

Support legislation to make it tougher for criminals to breach government 
and private sector data systems

o
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allocates $112 million for Money Follows the Person, the estimated cost of a three month 
extension.  The costs are offset by a provision that imposes penalties on state Medicaid programs 
without an asset verification system in place by 2021).

February Food Stamps Issued Early:  Because of the federal shutdown, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) has instructed states to issue February’s Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) 
benefits (food stamps) early.  On Sunday, January 20, 2019 households already receiving FNS 
benefits will receive their February FNS benefits that would normally be available between 
February 3 and 21.   Once issued there will not be additional benefits issued to those households in 
February.  New applications will continue to be taken and processed.  At this time, the USDA has 
not provided information about the availability of benefits beyond February while the shutdown is 
in place.  The NC Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) is working closely with 
county departments of social services and its federal partners to ensure participants have little to no 
interruption of FNS services due to the shutdown.  (DHHS memo, 1/14/19)

Federal Action Ahead for FY20:  Traditionally, the annual appropriations debate kicks off with 
the release of the President’s budget request in early February.  Due to the shutdown, this may be 
delayed and the Congressional debate will be postponed until all FY19 funding is enacted.  An 
important element for FY20 will be the need for another 2-year deal to raise the caps on 
discretionary spending.  Congress has done this in increments over the past few years, and this year 
they are facing a 9% cut (from $597 to $543 billion) in non-defense discretionary spending and an 
11% cut (from $647 to $576 billion) for defense spending if the caps are not raised.  Also due later 
this year are renewals of key statutes impacting older adults.  The first is renewal of authority under 
the Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act (MIPPA) to provide targeted funding 
for SHIPs, Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs), Aging and Disability Resource Centers (ADRCs), 
and the National Center for Benefits Outreach and Enrollment (NCBOE) to find and enroll eligible 
low-income older adults into benefits programs.  The current authority expires Oct. 1.  The 
National Council on Aging (NCOA) is advocating to make this initiative permanent to eliminate 
the need for regular renewal.  Also up for renewal is the Older Americans Act (OAA).  
Reauthorization provides an opportunity to update and modernize the OAA to better serve the 
rapidly growing older population and strengthen the ability of the aging services network to 
address their needs.  (Marci Phillips, NCOA, 1/15/19)

Nursing-Home Fines:  A story by Tommy Goldsmith with NC Health News begins by noting 
that an email from a state official delivered startling news during the first week of January:  "The 
NC Division of Health Service Regulation reported a balance of $28,952,697.63 in the federal 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, or CMS fines/penalties fund for the quarter ending 
December 31, 2018."  In plain language, that email referred to nearly $29 million in a state-federal 
fund that is sitting mostly unused.  The money -- including $13 million during the past three fiscal 
years -- has accrued from fines as large as $1.16 million levied by federal regulators against 
individual North Carolina nursing homes.  The growing millions in the fund are supposed to be 
spent on programs to ensure better lives for the people who live in the state's 429 nursing homes.  
But during the past three years, only $406,057 -- about 1.4 percent of the current stash -- was 
spent.  The money went mostly to a handful of smaller-scale "culture change" projects designed to 
improve residents' lives at individual nursing homes.  "Pls encourage grant proposals," read the 
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subject line of the recent email from the section chief at the Division of Health Service Regulation, 
Nursing Home Licensure & Certification Section in the state's Department of Health and Human 
Services.  More than $25 million in the fund has gone unused at a time when the state's 60-plus 
generation is projected to outnumber those younger than 18 this year.  Advocates have argued in 
vain to the General Assembly that people older than 60 require help -- such as transportation and 
Meals on Wheels -- that would add millions to the state's budget.  Nursing homes or other parties 
can get grants from the money, known as "civil money penalty," or CMP funds, after approval 
from DHHS and the federal CMS.  "Unfortunately, there are not enough applications for use of 
these CMP funds," Emery Milliken, deputy director of the Division of Health Service Regulation, 
said in an email to NC Health News.  "In 2017 and 2018, North Carolina received a total of 24 
completed CMP grant applications, which were all approved and submitted to CMS. Ultimately, 
22 were approved by CMS."  A follow up story on this issue by NC Health News can be found 
here.
Settlement Agreement Status:  Time is winding down for North Carolina health officials to make 
substantial improvements in services for adults with mental illness, required under a 2012 
settlement with the U.S. Department of Justice.  The state has until July 1, 2021, to achieve 
quantifiable requirements under the settlement.  According to Marti Knisley, the independent 
reviewer assigned to observe and report on the state's progress, the state has made dramatic 
progress in some areas, but not in others that will be essential to meeting its legal obligations.
Knisley noted in her 2018 report released Oct. 31, her fourth annual report overall, that the state 
has agreed to take steps to "prevent inappropriate institutionalization" and provide needed support 
and services to individuals by using an "individualized person-centered planning approach" to 
assist people at risk of entering adult care homes or a state psychiatric hospital.  The goal of this 
agreement is to help these at-risk individuals to "get services and housing in the most integrated 
setting appropriate to their need."  A key requirement of the settlement is that the state create 3,000 
housing slots for these individuals by July 1, 2021.   Knisley's report predicts that the state will "fall 
just short" of meeting that requirement.   However, with a slight monthly increase in the number of 
slots filled, and a reduction of the number of people who are leaving such housing, Knisley 
predicted the state still could potentially meet this requirement by the deadline.   The challenge the 
state faces is that such improvements require substantial system changes.  "The state has yet to 
make all the system improvements and changes necessary to comply with the Settlement 
Agreement," Knisley wrote in the report.   The placement of substantial numbers of North 
Carolinians with mental illness in adult care homes, as well as the uneven quality of care at those 
facilities despite state and county oversight continued to be a concern.  "(Adult care homes) 
continue to range from being well-maintained and inviting places to live to less-well-maintained 
homes that are not inviting," Knisley wrote.   Asked about the state's reaction to the annual report, 
Kody Kinsley, the state Department of Health and Human Services Deputy Secretary for 
Behavioral Health & Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, issued a statement: "DHHS 
continues to be strongly committed to meeting requirements of the (U.S. Department of Justice) 
settlement agreement while building a system that assures the vision of a community-based system 
is in place for people with disabilities," Kinsley said. (Frank Taylor, CAROLINA PUBLIC 
PRESS, 12/17/18)
Disaster Recovery Fund for Seniors:  Donations continue to be accepted for the NC Disaster 
Recovery Fund for Older Adults and Agencies Serving Older Adults.  Following Hurricanes 

30

https://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2019/01/14/many-uses-exist-for-money-intended-to-aid-nc-nursing-home-residents-advocates-say/


Florence and Michael when many people in our state were left in great need of help, several aging 
organizations and groups including the NC Association on Aging, the NC Association of Area 
Agencies on Aging, AARP NC, and the Coalition on Aging partnered to establish this Fund.   The 
purpose of this Fund is to help address the unmet needs and the long-term recovery of older North 
Carolinians and local aging agencies.  The NC Association on Aging (NCAOA) is administering 
the fund.   On-line donations can be made at www.ncaoa.org (designate for Disaster Recovery for 
Seniors) or checks can be made payable to and mailed to NCAOA at PO Box 10341, Raleigh, NC 
27605.  In the memo line note “Disaster Fund.”    Older adults in need of assistance should contact 
their local aging service provider to discuss their needs and to make an application.  Local service 
providers will work with the Area Agency on Aging for their region to apply for assistance.
January Coalition Meeting:   As has been previously announced, the next Coalition meeting that 
will be held on Friday, January 25, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon in the Brown Building on the 
Dix campus located at 801 Biggs Drive in Raleigh (usual site of our regular meeting).  Tara Myers, 
who was named Deputy Secretary for Human Services in the NC Department of Health and 
Human Services in October 2018, will be the speaker.  Ms. Myers had a long career in the 
vocational rehabilitation field before assuming this position.  Among her many responsibilities as 
Deputy Secretary, Ms. Myers has assumed direct oversight of the Division of Aging and Adult 
Services. 

                                                      
           Deputy Secretary Myers

Other News and Updates
Coalition Joins National Coalition of Consumer Organizations on Aging (NCCO):  Thanks to 
the assistance of Howard Bedlin, Vice-President for Public Policy and Advocacy with NCOA and 
keynote speaker at the Coalition’s 2018 annual meeting, the Coalition was invited to join  NCCO 
which is a NCOA collaborative network of statewide and community-based senior-based 
consumer organizations.   Since 1996, NCCO has worked to bring together and strengthen 
grassroots senior consumer organizations to serve low-income and disadvantaged older persons.  A 
benefit of being in the Coalition is having monthly conference calls where Howard shares 
information on federal developments related to aging issues.

NC MedAssist Report:   The non-profit free pharmacy, NC MedAssist, that provides access to 
lifesaving prescription medications, patient support, advocacy, and related services to vulnerable 
and uninsured North Carolina residents, has just released its 2018 annual report.  They distributed 
$68.5 million in prescription medications (181,831 prescriptions) to over 15,800 patients.  Click 
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here to review the report.

CAP/DA Updated Waiver Application:  NC Medicaid has updated the Community Alternatives 
Program for Disabled Adults (CAP/DA) waiver application and has posted it for a 30 day 
comment period which ends Feb. 4.   To review the draft waiver application and to learn about 
informational webinars for stakeholders about the application that are going on right now, click 
here.

Respite Vouchers Available:  Lifespan Respite Vouchers are still available for the 2018/2019 
funding cycle.  Statewide, 57 caregivers have received a respite voucher this year and there is  
funding for about 130 more caregivers.  Caregivers can receive a $500 voucher once per year.  
Lifespan Respite Care Vouchers are available for eligible family caregivers taking care of a person 
of any age with special needs.  The vouchers are made possible through federal funding awarded 
to the NC Division of Aging & Adult Services, the state’s federal Lifespan Respite Grantee.  The 
voucher process is managed by the High Country Area Agency on Aging, and the vouchers carry 
a one-time maximum annual value of $500.   Application are available at: 
https://www.highcountryaging.org/ under the Respite tab at the top of the home page.

Review of Rules for Long Term Care Facilities:  The Division of Health Services Regulation is 
mounting two separate initiatives in 2019 to review NC rules applicable to licensed long term care 
facilities in North Carolina. This would apply to both licensed nursing homes and assisted living 
facilities.  To find out more about this, check out the January newsletter for Friends of Residents in 
Long Term Care.
Breakfast for Brainiacs Webinar Series:  Made available through The Carolinas Center, the 
award-winning Breakfast for Brainiacs® is a monthly audio conference with topics that are 
specific to clinical and non-clinical staff and include both local and nationally recognized 
presenters who are experts in their field.  To find out more, Click here for details.  

Nominate a Trailblazer in Aging:  The Trailblazer in Aging Awards, presented by the National 
Council on Aging (NCOA)  recognize the unique contributions and leadership of individuals and 
organizations working to empower every person to age well.  The Awards honor those committed 
to ensuring that each of us is able to age with our best possible health and economic security and 
are open to top individuals and organizations across the country serving older adults.  A 
distinguished panel of judges will be looking for standout nominees who deserve recognition and 
praise. Award recipients will be announced in April 2019 and honored during 
NCOA's Age+Action Conference on June 19, 2019 in Washington, DC.  The entry deadline is 
February 28, 2019 at 5:00  p.m.  Award Categories are:

Innovator: Recognizing an individual or organization that has created innovative solutions 
to improve the health and economic security of older adults in the community. 

●

Change Agent: Recognizing an individual or organization working to ensure that every 
person—regardless of race, income, or background—has the resources to age well.

●

Lifetime Achievement: Recognizing an individual who has had a lifelong career of 
outstanding service to older adults.

●
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Questions can be directed to conference@ncoa.org.  (NCOA Week, 1/8/19)

National Center on Advancing Person-Centered Practices and Systems:  The Administration 
for Community Living (ACL) and CMS launched the National Center on Advancing Person-
Centered Practices and Systems (NCAPPS) in January.  NCAPPS is administered by the Human 
Services Research Institute (HSRI) and is intended to promote systems change that makes person-
centered principles a reality in the lives of people who require services and supports across the 
lifespan. HSRI will rely on several partner organizations to ensure that the work is relevant and 
effective.  States, Tribes, and Territories may apply for a variety of technical assistance from 
NCAPPS, including person-centered planning in No Wrong Door Systems, enhancement of 
HCBS for older adults and individuals with disabilities, and training modification.  States, Tribes, 
and Territories who wish to apply for technical assistance should submit their completed 
application form by February 12, 2019 to NCAPPS@acl.hhs.gov.   Read more about 
NCAPPS here.  (NASUAD Friday Update, 1/11/19)

Financial Well-being of Older Americans:  In 2015, the Bureau of Consumer Financial 
Protection released a scale to measure a person's sense of financial well-being.  This recently 
published report from the Bureau uses this scale to explore the factors that are associated with the 
financial well-being of older Americans. The report examines the association of financial well-
being and: (1) age; (2) individual characteristics; (3) employment and retirement; (4) housing 
situation; (5) debt; (6) family and living arrangement; (7) health-related experience; and (8) 
financial knowledge, skill, and behavior.  This report also explores differences in some of these 
associations between older and younger adults. The findings indicate that, in general, financial 
well-being increases with age into the late seventies, then declines. Click here to read the full report. 
(NASUAD Friday Update, 1/11/19)

Consideration of Pain in the Disability Determination Process:  The Social Security 
Administration has issued an Advance Notice of Public Rulemaking to align consideration of pain 
in adult and child disability claims with current medicine and health care practices. SSA is now 
seeking comments and data related to the consideration of pain and documentation of pain in 
connection with claims for benefits. Comments will be used to help determine if and how revisions 
should be proposed to current policy regarding evaluation of pain.  The deadline to submit 
comments is February 15, 2019.  Click here to learn more.  (NASUAD Friday Update, 1/11/19)

Innovations in Long-Term Services and Supports (LTSS):  AARP has published a new blog 
sharing promising practices and emerging innovations in LTSS.  In this post, AARP highlights five 
reports to help accelerate LTSS reforms. These reports were created using information from 
the Long-Term Services and Supports State Scorecard. This first set of reports covers the topics of: 
implementing person- and family-centered care in Aging and Disability Resource Centers; 
reducing the risk of long-term nursing home care; supporting community living for Veterans; 
sustaining family caregivers; and expanding self-direction and choice.  More topics and solutions in 
this series will continue to be released in 2019 and beyond.  Click here to read the blog post and 

NISC Founder: Recognizing outstanding professional leadership in the senior center field, 
presented by NCOA's National Institute of Senior Centers (NISC).

●
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access the reports. (NASUAD Friday Update, 1/11/19)

Health and Aging Policy Fellowships:  The Health and Aging Policy Fellows Program has 
begun the recruitment process for its next round of fellowships, covering 2019 through 2020.  This 
program offers a unique opportunity for professionals who serve as change agents in health and 
aging policy to ultimately improve the health care of older adults.  Additional information about the 
application process, financial support eligibility, and other program components as well as 
information about upcoming information sessions can be found on the Health and Aging Policy 
Fellows website.  (NASUAD Friday Update, 1/11/19)

Push for House Select Committee on Aging:  The Leadership Council of Aging Organizations 
(LCAO) is encouraging Congress to reestablish the House Select Committee on Aging, which was 
disbanded 25 years ago.  In December 2018, LCAO sent a letter, signed by 43 groups, urging for 
the committee’s creation to be included in the new Rules of the House of Representatives for the 
116th Congress.  (NCOA Week, 1/8/19)

Call for Session Proposals for the 2019 Consumer Voice Conference:  National Consumer 
Voice for Quality Long-Term Care is looking for proposals for the 2019 Consumer Voice 
Conference. The 2019 conference will take place from November 3-6 in Arlington, VA. This 
year's theme is Stand for Quality!  Consumer Voice is looking for proposals that include: concrete 
advocacy strategies; examples of advocacy and/or educational programs for individuals or systems 
advocacy; issues related to nursing homes, assisted living, and/or home and community-based 
services; opportunities for discussion, questions, and/or sharing of advocacy successes and 
challenges related to the topic; and information attendees can use in their daily life or work to 
improve the quality of long-term care.  Session proposals are due by March 15, 2019.  Click here 
to learn more about the call for sessions.  (NASUAD Friday Update, 1/11/19)
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