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The vision of Trinity Church is to be relevant to the Lake Region Community
serving and drawing others to the gospel of Jesus Christ as a growing Episcopal Church.
the tiny babe born this Christmas morn. Christ is human,
we are human and only by the grace of God and the power
This past Tuesday at Betty’s, our table of the Holy Spirit can we ever be made perfect as He is
broke out in laughter as we discussed perfect, loving others as He loved us. Rejoice in the gifts
times in the past when some of us had that God has given you. Cling to Christ and make him your
been caught cussing. Can’t say if any- center.
one overheard us or appreciated our
And if you ever catch me letting loose an unsavory word,
conversation, however, surely our mirth revealed that
y’all forgive me, hear?!”
above all else, Christians are human. Each of us has our
faults and failings, and yet at the same time we want to Warmly,
Fr. Tony +
do our best to be Christ to the world.

A Word from Father Tony

Peter reminds us that God has made us “a chosen race, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (1
Peter 2:9) That’s an awesome responsibility for mere
mortals! Peter says, “Therefore prepare your minds for
action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope on the
grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed. Like obedient children, do not be conformed to
the desires that you formerly had in ignorance. Instead,
as he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all
your conduct; for it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I
am holy.’” (1 Peter 1:13)
In his article, “Representing Christ to the World,” Tom
Gilbert reminds us “As Christ’s ambassadors, we are to
value people as Jesus himself did—as being worthy of
our time and our care.” As members of a royal priesthood, we are called and equipped through the Gospel of
Christ to “understand, sympathize, and deal gently with
others since we have similar weaknesses and failings.”
Brothers and Sisters, as we attempt to live into the calling of Christ our Lord: to follow his footsteps, to be his
ambassadors; his royal priesthood, remember the face of

There will be only one combined service on
The first Sunday of December
December 1, 2013 at 10:00am

Christmas Eve Services will be held at
5:30pm for the Family Service
10:30pm for the Evening Choral Service
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ECW NEWS
The ECW December meeting/luncheon will be held on Saturday, December 7th. Please come to Vi Paul’s home around 11:00 a.m.
and lunch will be served at noon. If you do not know where Vi lives,
give her a call and get directions. Vi will provide the ham so please
bring a dish that will compliment. This is always a lovely social event
and all women of the church are invited.
For those of you who like to plan ahead, the January meeting
will be a 6:30 p.m. dinner/meeting on Tuesday, January 7th, 2014. The
dinner will be provided so you can just come and relax. Dr. Mark Barrow will present our program and that is sure to be interesting. Mark
you calendar now
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Dec. 10
Dec. 15
Dec. 24
Dec. 25
Dec. 27
Dec. 30

Jim White
Dec. 14 Michael Davis
Donna Eichelsderfer Dec. 17 Troy McGee
Jim Swarr, Sharon Jax
Lilly Paul
Dec. 26 Tiffany McGee
Kristi Gregory
Dec. 28 Michele McGee
Mimi Shaughnessy, Eric Beshore, Laurie Alsobrook

O God, our times are in your hand; look with favor, we pray, on your
servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days
of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BCP p. 830

Office
Figg Poncher,
Financial Administrator
Linda Wilcox,
Parish Administrator
and Editor of the “Trinity Bell”
Service Times
8:30 am and 11:00 am Sunday
Trinity Episcopal Church
204 SR 26
Post Office Box 361
Melrose, Florida 32666
Office Hours: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Monday thru Thursday
Office Phone:
Fax:

352 475-2177
352 475-6181

Email:
trinitymelrose@windstream.net
Website: trinitymelrosefl.org

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Dec. 9 Vi and Rodney Paul
Dec. 22 Donna and Jim Eichelsderfer
Dec. 28 Phill and Anne Thomson
O God, bless our relationships, assist us with your grace, so that with
true fidelity and steadfast love we may honor and keep the promises
and vows we make to one another. Let us love one another as a sign of
your love for us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
CURSILLO
If you are interested in learning more about Cursillo or
attending a Cursillo weekend, please speak with Clay
O’Neal, Linda in the office, Father Tony, or anyone who
has already attended a weekend.
Ultreyas are get-togethers of all those who have attended
a Cursillo weekend and others who may be interested in
attending. They include a pot luck dinner and celebration of the
Eucharist. The next Ultreya will be Friday, December 6 at St. Barnabas in Williston.
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THOUGHTS FROM THE SR. WARDEN
Three very special members of the Vestry are ending their term in January…. Laurie Alsobrook,
Paul Stegall and Eric Beshore (Junior Warden). All the buildings and grounds on our campus have
been well cared for under Eric’s watch. I want to thank them for their commitment to serve especially during the search process. They leave the Vestry knowing that we called the right Priest for Trinity to lead us in our vision statement: To be relevant to the Lake Region community serving and
drawing others to the gospel of Jesus Christ as a growing Episcopal Church.
The new Vestry members will be elected at our Annual Meeting February 2, 2014 for a three year term. The
qualifications to become a member of the Vestry are: Being a member of Trinity for six months or longer, being a
giver of record, being able to attend monthly meetings, and attending a Vestry Retreat. If there is someone you would
like to nominate please ask the individual if they would be willing to serve. You may submit your own name to the
Nominating Committtee or you may nominate yourself in writing by the January 2nd deadline. The names must
be turned in to a Vestry member, Father Tony or the office by Thursday January 2nd.
The Nominating Committee composed of the Rector, Sr. Warden, Jr. Warden and the Vestry members leaving the Vestry will prepare a list and obtain permission of nominees to run for this office. Two weeks prior to the Annual Meeting on Sunday January 19th the Nominating Committee will publish a slate of qualified nominees that are
“Nominated by the Nominating Committee” and “Nominated from the congregation.” The Vestry is the pulse of the
church…. making decisions, approving budgets, listening and addressing concerns. I ask for your serious consideration for those individuals who you believe reflect our vision and are willing to serve.

Virginia
JR. WARDEN’S REPORT
The transition to the fall and little rain has greatly reduced grounds work. The new lawn
tractor continues to preform wonderfully. To protect our investment tune up kits have been
purchased so we can keep it in tiptop condition at minimal cost. We had additional donations of $300 to the tractor fund! As a result almost $1,000 was raised. Thank you all ever
so much. Trinity will be blessed for many years.
As the holiday season approaches the normally busy Parish Hall gets used even more. If you are part of a group using the hall there are a few things that can be done to help. Make sure Linda knows all the times you are using the
hall including setup and teardown. Leave the hall in better shape that you found it – Wipe up spills, sweep the floor,
put away furniture and make sure the trash is taken to the dumpster. Remember the spill kit in the janitor closet!
Thank you for your assistance.
On a sad note one of our church cats died this past month. Unfortunately it was under the church. After an SOS
email from Fr. Tony we converged at the Church with two trucks worth of equipment. We had to remove the latticework on the east side of the church and get floodlights to see underneath. Then we learned that a lot of the insulation
under the floor is falling down making it hard to look around. Finally, the deceased cat was located and removed for
burial. This situation raises the concern of the failing insulation under the floor which we will have to address as
well as animal access under the church. This incident did bring to mind a happy cat story when I was called upon
many years ago to rescue one of our cats trapped in the church organ and successfully freed.
As we work on developing the church budget for 2014 it is obvious that funds are going to be very constrained. This
will drive reductions in all areas including facilities. We are blessed to have been able to increase the quality of our
facilities through increased maintenance and repair the last few years. As a result, volunteer assistance will be even
more important to maintain our current standards.
Remember - Do not hide your talent but let it shine. Lend a hand and be blessed.
Thank you all for your support.
Eric Beshore
Junior Warden
eabeshore@comcast.net
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Trinity Episcopal Church
Melrose, FL
Pledged & Non-Pledges Offering
For the Month of Oct & YTD, 2013
Actual

Budget

YTD Actual YTD Budget

$13,806

Non-Pledged Offerings

1,740

1,500

240

19,219

15,000

4,219

177

400

(223)

1,895

4,000

(2,105)

$15,723

$11,067

$114,321

$110,667

$3,654

Net Income

$4,639

$4,656

$93,207

$91,667

Over/Under
Budget

Pledges Offerings

Plate Offerings

$9,167

Over/Under
Budget

$1,540

Thank you to those who have caught up on your pledges. We had a great
month of October with our revenues $4,656 over budget and YTD $3,654 over budget
The pledge drive for next year is still open for those who have not returned their cards. I urge
each of you to remember our needs for this Church and those of our community.
Carol Pettie
Treasurer

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO FATHER TONY AND ANN!
Father and Tony first joined us on the first Sunday of December last year! During that first month last year he was
immediately put on a float for Merry Melrose, greeted people coming through the Nativity Walk, was the celebrant at
three funerals, and celebrated Advent and then Christmas for us! At the same time he and Ann bought a house and
were moving in! Through it all they were calm and joyful and actually remained with us! This year has been just as
busy with many activities, old and new and we are indeed blessed to have Fr. Tony and Ann with us.
MANY THANKS TO JEAN STEGALL
For eight years Jean Stegall has been our financial secretary and seen us through thick and thin! She has also served
this congregation in a great many ways, working on many committees, serving as co- President of our ECW, and still
remains the co-chair of our Altar Guild. Jean has now decided that it would be lovely to see more of her children
and to participate in some activities she’s long put off. While we’re sorry to see her cheery face and smile leave our
office, we’re happy that she remains active with us. Thank you Jean!
ANNUAL MEETING AND REPORTS
The annual meeting will be held on the first Sunday, Feburary 2 and we will be able to hear things which have happened during the past year and some of the exciting things which will be coming up in 2014!.
If you are chair of a committee, organization or group in the church which has had events, or other news in the past
year the deadline for getting your information into the office for this year’s Annual Report is January 15th. Please
get your information into the office so it can be formatted for distribution to the congregation at the annual meeting.
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1
First Sunday
One Service 10:00am
Lunch Following

9
7:00pm Scouts

16
7:00pm Scouts

23
7:00pm Scouts

30
7:00pm Scouts

15 8:30 & 11:00
Holy Eucharist
9:15 Refreshments
9:45 Sunday School
11:45 Refreshments

22 8:30 & 11:00
Holy Eucharist
9:15 Refreshments
9:45 Sunday School
11:45 Refreshments

29 8:30 & 11:00
Holy Eucharist
9:15 Refreshments
9:45 Sunday School
11:45 Refreshments

8

8:30 & 11:00
Holy Eucharist
9:15 Refreshments
9:45 Sunday School
11:45 Refreshments

7:00pm Scouts

Mon

Sun

11
Eucharist and Healing
Service 6:00pm
Choir 7:00

18 Eucharist and
Healing Service
6:00pm
Vestry 7:00pm
Choir 7:00

10 Access 10am-2pm
10am Sisters’ Circle Noon
Pizza and Gospel
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker
PH in
7:00pm Al Anon
Use pm

17 Access 10am-2pm
10am Sisters’ Circle Noon
Pizza and Gospel
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker
PH in
7:00pm Al Anon
Use PM

31
NEW YEAR’S EVE

25

4
Eucharist and Healing
Service 6:00pm
Choir 7:00

3 Access 10am-2pm
10am Sisters’ Circle Noon
Pizza and Gospel
5:30 pm AA ~ Wicker
7:00pm AlAnon
PH in Use pm

24
CHRISTMAS EVE
5:30pm Family Service
10:30 Choral Service

Wed

Tue

26

Office Closed
Happy Holidays

19
10 - 1pm Thrift Shop
7:00 pm AA

12
10 - 1pm Thrift Shop
7:00 pm AA

5
10 - 1pm Thrift Shop
7:00 pm AA

Thu

28

21

Nativity Walk

14 Merry Melrose
Booths & Parade

ECW LUNCHEON
11:00AM

7

Sat

The Office Will be closed
until Jan. 6th
In case of emergency call
Virginia Smith or Fr. Tony.

Thrift Shop Will be Closed

27

2-5pm Thrift Shop

20

2-5pm Thrift Shop

13

7:00pm at
St Barnabas, Williston

6

Fri
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Virginia Smith
Rodney Paul

Robert Menzen
Kristi Gregory

Eric Beshore
Kristi Gregory

Mary Rynd
Suki Hofman
Joyce Chesnut
Sharon Jax
Jeanne Eaton
Liz Middleton
Paul Stegall
Margaret Rice

Paul Stegall
Suki Hoffman
Rodney Paul
Bob Tickle
Rodney Paul
Suki Hofman
Kristi Gregory
Paul Stegall
Sharon Jax

8:30
11:00
8:30
11:00

Christmas Eve
5:30PM
Christmas Eve
10PM
8:30
11:00

Cinnie Brown, Vi and Rodney Paul,, Anne Lowery Greening of the Church

Altar Guild

on your scheduled date, please arrange for your replacement and notify the office.

Linda Wilcox

Ann Beshore

Carol Flynn

Donna Eichelsderfer
Kelly O'Neal

Bill Sohl

Joyce Chesnut

Margaret Kidd

Thank you for placing yourself in the service of Our Lord and His Church. If you are unable to serve

Vi Paul, and Laurie Alsobrook

Jeanne Eaton
Paul Stegall
Liz Middleton
Will Flynn

Will Flynn

Vestry

29-Dec-13

24-Dec-13

22-Dec-13

15-Dec-13

Joyce King

Liz Middleton

Kristi Gregory

Kristi Gregory

Lynda Leukel

11:00

Jeanne Eaton

Marika Brokas

Rodney Paul

8:30

8-Dec-13

Jane Menzen
Kathi Warren

Robert Menzen
Paul Stegall

Annette Kussler

Sharon Jax

Single Service
10AM

Greeter

Usher

1-Dec-13

Lector

Minister

Service

Date

Eucharistic

SERVERS’ SCHEDULE
December 2013
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MERRY MELROSE
We will once again have booths in our courtyard for Merry Melrose which will be held on Saturday, December 14th. Individuals are invited to set up your own display and all of the profit
will remain with you. If you or a friend would like to have a booth, the cost is $15.00. Last
year we had a wide variety of items and it was fun to see the things people made and brought
to sell. For more information, please contact Donna Eichelsderfer.
MERRY MELROSE PARADE
The theme for the parade this year is “Our Furry Friends”. Trinity will have a float which
will have Father Tony, who will be cleverly disguised as St. Francis, blessing many “furry
friends”. We hope there will be many stuffed animals on the float for St. Francis to bless
and you are also invited to bring your animals on a leash to walk behind the float if you
like. If you have stuffed animals who would like to ride on the float, please contact Carol
Flynn who is the chair of the float committee. Decorating the float will take place on the
afternoon of Friday the 13th and the time for that will be announced soon. We will also
have St. Francis cards and candy canes to pass out along the route. If you would like to donate the small (about 3 inches) candy canes, please drop them off in the office.
MERRY MELROSE NATIVITY WALK
Last year we held a “Nativity Walk” in the parish hall for which we asked people to bring
their Nativity Sets so that everyone could see how diverse the sets can be, and to bring Christ
and the real meaning of Christmas into the festivities of the day. We were happily blessed to
have about 40 sets to put on display and this year we’re hoping for even more. Many people
came over to see all of the Nativities and to enjoy some cookies and lemonade. The sets are
all placed on round tables with brightly colored cloths underneath and everyone is invited to look (but not
touch) at how many different and unusual sets were on display. This year we are also hoping to have some carolers singing in the hall for part of the time. There will be an adult present in the hall at all times to watch over
things. If you would like to donate some cookies or spend some time listening to carolers and being present in
the hall, or if you have a Nativity Set you would like to display (it can be made of anything at all and can be of
any size), please contact the office. If you would like to write up a little card telling about the origin or history
of the set that’s a wonderful addition too.

GIGGLESOME

It was a few days before Christmas and John was at the airport ready to take a business trip. He was
tired, annoyed at having to travel at this time of year with the hundreds of other travelers, and he was
not in a very good mood. (He almost a Scrooge) People jostled him, he could see that the line for security was unbelievably long, and his luggage was too heavy. He was someone who took Christmas very seriously and he wanted to be at home. Going to check in his heavy luggage, he saw hanging mistletoe. It
wasn’t real mistletoe, but very cheap plastic he thought. With considerable irritation and nowhere else
to vent it, he growled at the attendant, "Even if we were married, I would not want to kiss you under
such a ghastly mockery of mistletoe."
Very calmly the attendant said, “Sir, look more closely at where the mistletoe is."
"Oh yeah, I see that it's above the luggage scale so you'd have to step forward for a kiss
causing even more weight."
“No Sir, That’s not why it's there."
“OK, I give up. Then why is it there?"
"It's there so you can kiss your luggage good-bye."
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SPECIAL EVENTS COMING SOON
DECEMBER
Dec. 1

Dec. 15

First Sunday One Service 10:00am
Beginning of Advent
Daughters of the King Installation
Tour of Homes, Trinity will be open
and we will have an Organ Concert

Dec. 14

Merry Melrose - Nativity Walk

Dec. 24

Family Christmas Service 5:30pm
Evening Service 10:00pm

Dec. 26-.Jan.2 Office Closed
Dec. 29

Usual Services 8:30am and 11:00am

REGULAR EVENTS
Sunday : 8:30 & 11:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:15 am Coffee
9:45 - 10:45am Children's Sunday School
Noon Coffee
1st Sunday of the Month
One Service only at 10:00am
In the Parish Hall
Tuesdays: Noon Bible Study at Betty’s
Wednesday: 6:00pm Eucharist and Healing Service
Thrift Shop
Open 10 am to 4 pm Thursday
2 pm—5 pm Friday
9 am—Noon Saturday
Access Program
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am—2pm

