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Message from President...

By Rod Thompson
Two upcoming events will ensure
an even more colorful autumn for
the Western Reserve Section of the
MBCA! On Sunday, September 18th
section member Alan Pintner has
arranged for our club to take part in a
Clambake and Mercedes Car Show, as part of a Czech
festival. We will display our cars, and enjoy Czech
music and a clambake in a private park in lovely
Auburn Township. The pavilion has indoor facilities.
Our annual Fall Leaf Tour, Saturday, October 22, will
be an extensive, all-day event starting in Streetsboro,
then visiting a car museum in Canfield where we

Upcoming events:

At our October membership meeting, we will be
nominating and electing board members to take office
in Nov. If you would like a voice in that, please attend.
The officers will then be nominated from the elected
board Also at that meeting,
we’ll be working on our 2017
calendar of events. We would
appreciate any input you have!
Our aim is to have the calendar
fairly well prepared so it can be
included again in the holiday
party invitation. Bring ideas and
join us! If you have ideas but
cannot attend, contact any board
member listed on page 2 prior to
the Oct. 4 meeting.
Thanks!

September, 2016

will have coffee and donuts. We’ll then drive to
Steubenville where we will enjoy private tours of
Revolutionary War era Fort Steuben and the town’s
famous murals. We’ll finish with a late afternoon
private luncheon at a local restaurant. Eastern Ohio is
picturesque and filled with winding country roads –
perfectly suited for Mercedes touring!
These two events represent our eleventh and twelfth
club events for 2016. A very busy year! We will
conclude the year with our traditional Holiday Party in
early January with a return visit to the elegant Sebring
Mansion. Looking forward to seeing you at these
events!

On Saturday, October 22, the Fall Leaf Tour will
depart from Streetsboro and go to the TP Auto
Collections in Canfield for an hour long visit of
the museum. We’ll have donuts and coffee or cider
available to “hold you over” until
lunch. We’ll depart there and go
on to Steubenville for tours and
a late lunch. Details are available
in the flyer in this edition of the
Crier. Sign up deadline is Oct. 1.
The annual Holiday Party will
return to the beautiful Sebring
Mansion by request of several
members. If you have not been
there, this is a venue you’ll not want to miss! We are
scheduled for Jan. 7. An invitation with specific details
and registration information will be sent in early Dec.
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National and Regional News….
by Frank Cozza

By now, you should have received your ballot on line.
If you do not have an email registered with MBCA,
you will receive a paper ballot. If you do not have an
email registered but are able to receive emails, please
register with the National Board Office. This saves a
substantial amount of your club money that can be used
for other member benefits. And PLEASE VOTE. There
are 5 candidates for 4 director-at-large seats. There is also a constitutional
clarification item to decide. Deadline to vote is October 17.
The 2016 Meeting of the Members will be held November 10-12 with
the budget committee meeting held on Thursday, November 10. The
National Board committee meetings will be held on Friday November
11 and the Fall 2016 National Board meeting will be held on November
12. The meetings will be hosted by MBCA Southwest Florida Section
at the Bellasera Hotel, 211 Ninth Street South, Naples FL. For more
information contact Cindy Tumbleson at 800-637-2360 or cindy@mbca.
org. All members are invited to attend.
The fall raffle is now open and ready for ticket purchase. Grand prize is a
2017 S-Class Cabriolet. Last day to purchase tickets is Friday, December
2, 2016. For more information and to purchase tickets, visit www.raffle.
mbca.org or call the NBO at 800-637-2360.

Membership Update

Welcome New Members – June 4 to September 13, 2016
Howard Wilmoth
John Marrero
Edward Villone
Randall Frame

Austin Barnes
Terry Thomas
James Osborne
James Brindza

John Burns
James White
Patrick Beam
John Cady

Welcome Back Renewals – June 4 to September 13, 2016
Tom Young
Josephine Lesler
Willesa Orha
Gary Goodman
Jeff Payton
Roger Skrocki
Mike Lorentz
Otto Kulda
Beverly Ulrich
Terrance Hamilton
Fred Abraham
James Rector
John Julius
Bill Tilker
Andrew Gibson

Richard Self
Catherine Keith
Brian DiPasquale
Richard Michelson
Mark Rose
Terry Donley
P. Kumar
John Gerstenmaier
Nicholas Wanchik
Michael Gilbert
Harry Paul
Adlophus Harris
Tommy & Tom LaPolla
Tim Conway
Catherine Bellante

Richard Buys
Fredric Gwinn
Stella Camuso
Werner Heidemann
Gregory Machovina
David Naftzinger
Dan Schmidt
Howard Johnson

Gervasi Vineyard Cruise In
Our club and some other Mercedes-Benzes
were the featured marque for the second year
at the July 20 cruise in. It was a beautiful
evening, and the line of all types of M-Bs
lined the walkway back to the gazebo
where 4 very special cars were displayed by
club members. That has become an event
to look forward to, and it’s hoped that it
can be continued. Thanks Richard Self
for organizing this great evening of cars,
friendships, a beautiful setting, and good
food.

From North Olmstead to Huron
About 27 people gathered at the Huron Yacht Club
for another beautiful day of camaraderie, cars, boats
and good food. The day began for most at MercedesBenz North Olmsted to caravan to Huron. While at the
dealership, participants could enjoy donuts and coffee
while drooling over new models. The 2017 E class
was introduced to the group as the salesman explained
features and answered question

Old Car Fun Day

On a hot and sunny Saturday, August 13, twentyfour Mercedes owners converged at a Hunting Valley
home to socialize, enjoy pulled pork and the very
welcome cold drinks (including Oktoberfest beer),
and learn first-hand from classic car restoration
expert Jim Capaldi, of Capaldi Enterprises. Jim
gave us a lively presentation on his restoration of a
1958 300SL roadster. Then, while we all relaxed on
the mercifully shaded patio, Jim fielded our group’s
extensive questions, engaging in an informal give and
take many considered the highlight of the day’s event.
Undeterred even by a sudden downpour, people
simply moved their chairs under the two-story deck,
and kept the discussion humming. When our members
meet a real car guy, they truly enjoy themselves!
We were so pleased to welcome among our guests
both Rick Basta, of TransColonial Auto Service, who

Rod Thompson
hosted the Transmission Tech Session in April, and
Nicko Koutavas, of DetailedXPress, who hosted our
May Car Show and Luncheon.
Jim Capaldi enjoyed our members and their interest
in his life work
as much as we
enjoyed his
expertise, advice,
and down-toearth manner.
We plan to visit
his facility in
Willoughby next
year as a tech
session event.
by Rod Thompson

Award presented at Spread Eagle Social
At our ever-popular
Spread Eagle brunch
and ice cream
social, there was an
added recognition.
Fred Martin
Mercedes-Benz
has been a loyal
supporter of the club
and a generous sponsor of the Spread Eagle event.
His dealership was nominated for the Star Dealer
Award. In the July/August STAR magazine, the
dealership was featured and honored. A copy of the
article was added to a wooden plaque and presented
to Fred Martin in front of the Spread Eagle. Thankyou, Fred Martin for all you do for our section.
It was another beautiful day when Ted Gottfried led
the caravan from the Streetsboro Home Depot to the
Spread Eagle. There were 14 cars in that line that
joined many more in Hanoverton to line the brick
streets in front, behind and along the Spread Eagle.

After a talk by the manager and the presentation of
the plaque to Mr. Martin, the large crowd filled the
first floor of the tavern for the usual good meal. Next
the group caravanned to the Guilford Lake home
of Frank and Mary Alice Cozza and filled their
yard with cars. Martins had brought quite a few new
models which sat in front of the Spread Eagle and had
special placement at Cozza’s, too.

Door prizes were given and longevity pins were
awarded in increments of five years. Receiving
longevity pins were: Morgan and Sally Taft, 30
years; Gary and Jocelyn Goodman, 25 years; Clay
Mock, 20 years; Ron and Nancy Lewayne, 15
years; and Fred and Priscilla Gwinn, 10 years. New
members attending their first event were introduced
and presented with a glass.
The Spread Eagle event is a perfect venue for meeting
new people and renewing friendships as well as
enjoying the cars and ice cream and cookies.

An exciting weekend in Dayton

On the beautiful weekend of June 25, 26 about 10
members of the Western Reserve Section joined
about an equal number of Cincinnati members for an
exciting weekend in Dayton. Ron White from our
section prepared a weekend of new and interesting
events. Many arrived on Friday evening including
second section members Ed Yungbluth and Bev
Basinski from the Buffalo area. Saturday morning
we were greeted at the Second St. Market by the
manager who gave the history of the building and an
overview of the vendors housed in the building. That
evening we met Cincinnati people at a great dinner at
McCormick and Schmick’s. Sunday, we gathered at

the Wright Patterson Air Force Museum where they
have recently opened a fourth building housing all of
the presidential jets. All agreed there is so much to see,
it will take another weekend!

Vintage car restoration & maintenance
By Ted Gottfried

A CONTACT SPORT!
By contact sport I do not mean blocking and tackling
like football, hockey or roller derby, but I mean
contact with experts in their respective fields of the
automobile. This article will cover gas tanks, fuel
injection, exhaust systems, radiators, and electrical
components.
Last year at StarTech in Cincinnati, I presented my
1958 190 SL Mercedes that I had restored myself. The
car is very presentable but I could never have done
it without the input, advice, and expertise of nearly
50 "contacts". Some of my contacts were intimately
involved and others were involved only to the extent
that I bought parts from them. For example, my
machine shop in Mantua assisted me in a complete
rebuild of the engine. But new parts were sourced
from Mercedes Akron and many other suppliers in
both the USA and Germany.
A specialized shop such as Pacific Fuel Injection in
California rebuilds fuel injection pumps. Pacific Fuel
Injection is the absolute best shop in the USA for this
service. They have a flow meter system for bench
testing injection systems before they are installed in
an automobile. In my experience this service is an
absolute must do when overhauling an automobile.
Time Valve in Florida has the jigs to manufacture
305 grade stainless steel exhaust systems. I have
worked with this "contact" for many, many years.
A 280SL complete exhaust system is always
available for immediate shipping because it is the
most often ordered item out of dozens that could be
manufactured by Time Valve. Fitting one of their
replacement systems is always exact. For the purist,
the sound of a stainless exhaust is more metallic than
a Mercedes OE system. For this reason I replaced the
exhaust on my 1986 190 2.3 Sixteen Valve with an
OE original.
When I begin a car restoration I usually begin
with shops close to home. Ordinarily the gas tank
is first on the list. The RENU national franchise
shop is in Ravenna. Over the years this shop has
relined numerous gas tanks for me. This relining is
very critical to the smooth running of any internal
combustion engine. If a tank is old and has been

out of use for an extended period of time, then in all
likelihood rust and crud has accumulated in the tank.
Even the most precise, beautiful engine will not run
satisfactorily with dirty contaminated fuel. The RENU
process involves a thorough cleaning with steel shot
to bring the steel tank down to bare metal both inside
and outside. Then all rust holes and imperfections
can be repaired. Because Mercedes tanks have baffls
inside them to keep the gasoline from sloshing around,
access holes are cut into the corners of the tank and
wands are used to apply a proprietary epoxy to all
internal surfaces. The old fashioned system of rattling
a heavy chain around inside the tank does not work
because of the internal baffles. The outside is later
brush coated with epoxy after the access holes have
been welded shut.
Ellet Radiator Shop located in a southeast part of
Akron is one of the last old fashioned radiator shops
in our area. Fortunately the owner has three sons who
have learned the skills necessary to repair, recore, and
test radiators for leaks. Staying within the physical
boundaries of the top and bottom tanks I usually have
the largest possible core installed when it is required.
A slightly larger radiator coupled with a Water Wetter
additive to the 50/50 coolant mixture will help insure
that the cooling system operates an engine at optimal
temperature relative to the specified thermostat.
For most vintage Mercedes, about 180 degrees F. is
normal.
For the refurbishment of Mercedes electrical
components, I work with Automotive Electric Service
in Akron. This shop rebuilds generators, alternators,
starters, both internal and external voltage regulators,
and many more of the numerous electrical parts of
a car such as blower fans, wiper motors, window
regulator motors, etc. etc. AES repairs units brought
to them by National franchise parts stores including
NAPA, Auto Zone, etc. In fact this shop is so
competent their operation is practically a drive through
business. Not exactly do you want fries with that, but
pretty close!!! Of course the savings are enormous.
For example a rebuild alternator from A Bosch dealer
is well over $100. AES repairs them for less than $50!
Again, not what you know, but who to know.
Nothing but the best!

StarFest 2016 in Connecticut
Western Reserve section was well represented at
StarFest as is usually the case. Frank and Mary Alice
Cozza, Gary Goodman, Pete and Josie Lesler and
John and Sue Morrison traveled from Ohio. Fred
and Priscilla Gwinn arrived from Philadelphia and
Bradley Gwinn from
Los Angeles. President
Terry Kiwala came
from Chicago, and
second section members
Ed Yungbluth and
Bev Basinski from
Buffalo rounded out our
group. This premiere
national event was held
in Connecticut. What
a beautiful setting for
many of the activities. The driving events—defensive
driving, autocross, acceleration runs, and time
trials—were held at the famous Thompson Speedway
Motorsports Park in Thompson , Connecticut. During
time trial days, events were offered to those not going
to the track. The Road Rallye took people through
beautiful , historic areas.

The Ladies of Mercedes sponsored a bus trip to the
Inn at Woodstock Hill for a wonderful buffet lunch
( the size of a spectacular dinner) and a presentation
on the
emergence
of women as
leaders and
abolitionism.
Many of
the noted
people had
connections
to
Connecticut
but were
known to
all of the
audience. From there, the trip went to the Taylor
Brooke Winery for a tour and tasting of their local
wines. Another great side trip was a 3 hour cruise on
the Schooner Argia sailing out of Mystic Seaport and
under a drawbridge and also under a swing bridge for

the railroad then proceeding out into the sound and
past the homes of the rich and famous. The Sunday
Concours d’Elegance was held at the Golden Lamb
Buttery in Brooklyn, Connecticut overlooking more
beautiful country. The host hotel and site of the
Welcome Reception and
Final Banquet was the
Mohegan Sun Casino and
resort area.
The next StarFest will
be held in Birmingham
Alabama in May, 2018.
Many fun, unique venues
are already secured as
well as a reasonably
priced hotel. Mark your
calendars and join friends
at this great event. And just a piece of trivia for
you concerning Connecticut: Our part of Ohio,
the Western Reserve, was farm land set aside by
the Connecticut Company for their farmers who
wanted to move west and settle. So who knows, we
may have been viewing our forefathers’ farmland at
StarFest.

Western Reserve Section – MBCA presents our annual

FALL LEAF TOUR

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2016
Assemble in the Home Depot parking lot in Streetsboro

(9585 Ohio 14,Streetsboro, OH 44241) ½ mile east of turnpike exit 187

Meet at 8:45 for a departure by 9:00 a.m.
Our group will depart from Home Depot at 9:00 a.m. sharp to begin our tour. Our first stop is the
TP Auto Collection in Canfield (7075 State Rt 446, Canfield) where we will arrive at 10:00 a.m. We’ll
enjoy coffee and donuts as a “hold-me-over” until lunch while we have a one-hour tour of the museum
which features over 50 collector cars as well as lots of great memorabilia and displays. Columbiana
and Mahoning county residents can join the group here and continue on the tour.
Our caravan will depart from Canfield at 11:00 for a scenic hour-long drive through eastern Ohio and
along the river to Steubenville. Once we arrive in Steubenville, we will have 2 guided tours of the
Steubenville area.
One group will tour historic Fort Steuben from the Revolutionary War era, and a second group will
take a guided trolley tour of the murals of Steubenville. Each tour will last about an hour—then we’ll
switch so both groups will see both tours.
Our tour will conclude with lunch at 3:00 at the local favorite Naples Restaurant (329 North St.
Steubenville) where we will order off the menu and pay our own tab.
Registration is $40 per person including the trolley and tours. Lunch is on your own.
Space is limited on the trolley; to ensure your spot please register by October 1 !!
Please send your checks and reservation form to:
Sue Morrison, 7783 Diagonal Rd. Kent, OH 44240
Questions?? Please contact Sue at 330-673-7885 or slm2teach@aol.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name: __________________________________________
Phone ___________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________
# attending ______ x $40 = $________ Total
Make checks payable to MBCA Western Reserve or register online at www.benzclub.org

Western Reserve Section
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America
7783 Diagonal Road
Kent, Ohio 44240

MBCA Schedule of Events
Sept. 18 		
Oct. 4			
Oct. 22			

Clambake at DTJ Taborville				
Auburn Twp. OH
Membership Meeting 7:00p.m.			
Brewster’s, Twinsburg
Fall Leaf Tour to Steubenville				
Start at Home Depot
(Info enclosed)					
Streetsboro
Nov. 1			Membership Meeting 7:00				Brewster’s, Twinsburg
Dec. 6			Membership Meeting, 7:00				Brewster’s, Twinsburg
			
Watch website in case we cancel
Jan. 3			Membership Meeting, 7:00				Brewster’s, Twinsburg
Jan. 7			
Holiday Party, Sebring Mansion			
Sebring OH
			
Information mailed in December
Our section’s website will be updated as things change. Please check in often at www.benzclub.org for
those updates. You will learn about upcoming events quicker by checking for updates and watching
your inbox..

Check out the Western Reserve Section website at benzclub.org for updates.

