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Scenes from Eastern Ohio into West Virginia and on to Pennsylvania
Thirty members and friends of the Western
Reserve Section embarked on a scenic tour of eastern
Ohio and into West Virginia and Pennsylvania on
their way to Fallingwater. Rod Thompson (the
tourmeister) led the group through the eastern part of
Ohio and down the Ohio River area to Steubenville
with a stop at Old Fort Steuben—a recreated fort
representing the original built in 1786 by the First
American Regiment for the protection of the surveyors
mapping out the Northwest Territory. After a brief
time to stretch and look around at the historic society
museum, the tour continued “down the river” (Route
7 bordering the Ohio River) and crossed over from
Bridgeport, Ohio, to Wheeling, West Virginia. At that
point, we picked up the Old National Pike which is
US 40 into Pennsylvania and all the way to the Lodge
at Chalk Hill in the Laurel Highlands. There were
miles of beautiful
countryside on this
route!
After a quick
refresh at the
motel, the group
proceeded to
The Stone House Buzz and Luann Ober;
Inn which was
Jonathan Freilich, and Rod Thompson
constructed in 1822
as one of the original wayside inns along the National
Road. It was first opened to travelers seeking renewed
health from the Fayette Springs which was nearby.
The private room gave us a chance to mingle with our
group as we enjoyed the wonderful meal.
Early the next morning, breakfast was served at
the motel, and the group left at 7:45 to caravan to

Fallingwater the
home designed
by famous
architect,
Frank Lloyd
Wright for the
Kaufmann
family from
Pittsburgh. Rod
had arranged
for the private
tours of the
facility for our
group. This
tour was led by an extremely knowledgeable docent
and included rooms not open on the public tour. The
guide told us about the Kaufmann family, famous
for their upscale department store and the fact that
Fallingwater was described as an architectural triumph
of the 20th century. Though it was raining when we
first started the hike to the lodge, the weather cleared,
and there were opportunities to enjoy the beautiful
outdoor surroundings as well as the interesting
architecture, furnishings, and artwork that had all been
part of the Kaufmann family’s home.
Next was another scenic drive to Ligonier, PA,
again through parts of the Laurel Highlands. Lunch
was enjoyed at the quaint Flavors Café in the revitalized downtown of Ligonier. The owners of the café
opened just for us and were so gracious and welcoming. The food was good, the visiting great, and the environment was like being in our family dining room.
It was the perfect ending for an outstanding trip.
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National and Regional News….

by Frank Cozza, Great Lakes Regional Director
Check out the new loyalty program offered to MBCA members by
MBUSA. This year the program offers $500 off the price of a new 2013 or
2014 M-B to a member who has been a member for the last 12 months
with no lapse. Also in the change this year is that you can take advantage
of any dealer specials in addition to the rebate. The dealer will deduct
the $500 at the time of sale. To learn more and print your form, go to the
national web site at www.mbca.org and log in. Then go to member benefits
and find the member loyalty information.
New membership forms will be available reflecting the change in the
Loyalty Program and the cost of membership which changed a year or so
ago. Contact any board member if you need some copies of the new form.

Mercedes-Benz Club member's special day!
Our congratulations to Frank and Mary
Alice Cozza who are celebrating their
Golden Anniversary! Frank and Mary
Alice were married June 15, 1953 and
are the parents of 3 married sons and the
grandparents of seven children. Both have
been and continue to be very active in the
Mercedes-Benz Club locally and at the
national level. And you will also remember
them as the hosts of the favored “Spread Eagle event and Ice Cream
Social.” Congratulations and many more!

Member of the Year Award
Each year a member is honored
for the contributions made for
the betterment of the club. This
year’s award for Member of the
Year went to Don Velcio. Don
and his wife Carol have been
members for many years and have
participated in events and helped
with driving events during that
time. Don has been
a loyal instructor
for driving events as
well. In 2011, Don
volunteered to plan
the outstanding fall
leaf tour beginning in
Medina and winding
through the Amish
area of Ohio with

many interesting stops along the
way. Then he created the five day
“Backroads Ohio Tour” enjoyed
by so many in 2012. After much
planning and many dry runs, Don
and Carol prepared a trip that
was exciting, interesting, and gave
the cars some great exercise. He
planned and rechecked details until
there was
no flaw left
in the route,
lodging, and
meals. We
congratulate
Don for
receiving the
award. It was
well earned.

Jim Tullis and Don Velcio

President’s Message and events
by Jim Tullis

Thank you all so much for
all of your ideas, support, and
participation in this spring’s
events of our Western Reserve
Section! Our membership
suggested two new events, a
Detailing Seminar and a caravan
driving event along the Eastern Ohio border, and
then on to visit the Laurel Highlands and the world
famous Frank Lloyd Wright architectural master piece,
Fallingwater.
Ted Gottfried had a contact with a company
located in Hudson named Detailed Xpress which
specializes in detailing “high end” cars and also
provides mobile and conventional detailing services.
Ted made the arrangements for the Detailing Seminar
at the Detailed Xpress headquarters where we were
introduced to the owner, Nicko Koutavas (now a
member of MBCA). Nicko proceeded with a three
hour seminar and simply overloaded the fifty attendees
with the intricacies of his approach to detailing. Most
of us had never considered a “two bucket” approach
to car washing and we were soon informed that a
circular “wax on – wax off” approach might not be
the best treatment for the finish of your beloved Benz.
He also mentioned that using a leaf blower to dry your
car might damage the car’s finish and suggested that

a filtered pet drier might be less destructive. Nicko
provided so much information and mentioned so
many specialized detailing products that several of our
members (all with sore elbows from taking notes) are
compiling the information into a report that will soon
appear on www.benzclub.org. Thanks again Ted for the
coordination and to Detailed Xpress for the hospitality!
Our next event began with the idea of a simple
driving tour. Rod Thompson volunteered to be the
coordinator and suggested that the Section might
combine a driving tour along the eastern border of
Ohio with a visit to the Frank Lloyd Wright designed
Fallingwater home (actually the summer cabin of the
Kaufman family of Pittsburgh) in Western Pennsylvania. A private tour of the home for our group which
would only permit 30 guests sold out quickly. Our
drive led by Rod in his 280SL included a stop at Fort
Steuben, a trip on the old National Road, dinner, a
drive through the Laurel Highlands, and a lunch which
concluded the trip. What a summer cabin! The group
had a fantastic time! Thanks Rod!
Our Section’s events will continue into this summer with a new “cruise-in” event at the Huron Yacht
Club and the ever popular Horse Country Tour. Please
check the Calendar at www.benzclub.org for details.
I’m looking forward to seeing all of you at our upcoming events as the summer progresses!

It’s time to plan to join us for the Circle Lake Erie
Tour sponsored by the Western Reserve Section. Ron
Harshman, who planned the Lake Michigan and Lake
Huron tours, is the tourmeister again for this event with
help from Don Velcio for the Ohio parts of the trip. The
event begins with a kickoff dinner at the Crowne Plaza
in Middleburg Hts. OH on Saturday, September 28.
The next day the route planned is through Marblehead,
visiting the Marblehead Lighthouse and the Ottawa
National Wildlife Refuge and on into Toledo in time
to ride the Sandpiper for a two hour cruise along the
Maumee River. Dinner that night is planned for Tony
Packo’s, a favorite of Klinger on M.A.S.H. The night
will be spent near there and then an early departure the
next day to arrive in Dearborn at the Dearborn Inn.
Shuttles will be available from the inn to the Henry
Ford Museum, Automobile Hall of Fame or Greenfield

Village. On Tuesday, the group will travel to Chatham
Ontario. A tour of RM Classic Car Exhibit and
Restoration Facility is planned for that afternoon and
dinner at the Chilled Cork Restaurant that evening. On
Wednesday, the trip proceeds to Niagara Falls where
the group will spend 2 nights. A ride on the Maid of
the Mist is scheduled for Thursday. On Friday, October
4, the tour will go through Buffalo, New York, with an
optional stop at the Pierce Arrow Museum and lunch
at the Noble Winery in Westfield, NY. It’s on through
Erie, PA and a visit to Presque Isle Lighthouse and then
to the Lodge at Geneva-on-the-Lake in Ohio. The final
dinner will be held at the lodge. For a registration form
and more complete information, log onto our website:
www.benzclub.org or contact Ron Harshman at
r.harsmen1234@msn.com or phone 218-213-4967. We
hope you’ll join us for this great trip around Lake Erie.

Circle Lake Erie Tour Sept. 28 - Oct. 4

Concours d’Elegance of America at St. John’s
The Concours d’Elegance of America will be
held July 28 at the Inn of St. John’s, 444045 Five
Mile Road, Plymouth MI 48170. The International
Stars Section and MBCA are
sponsoring on-premise parking
and welcome and encourage
all MBCA members to attend
this outstanding show. Cost is
$35, non refundable, and no late
tickets will be available. RSVP
no later than June 25th. Make
your checks payable to MBCA
International Stars and mail to Trish Briggs, 8462
Islandview Court, Brighton MI 48114. You can call

810-299-2732 for questions. This year, the concours
is featuring the 5oth anniversaries of the Grosser
600 and Pagoda SL. The host hotel is Towne Place
Suites Detroit Livonia, 17450 Fox
Drive, Livonia, MI 48152, phone
734-542-7400. A club dinner is
being planned for July 27 at the
Deadwood Bar and Grille, 18730
Northville MI 49152. For more
information on activities and car
classes on display, go to http://
www.concoursusa.org or see the
information at http://www.mbca.org/upcoming-events
?state=Michigan&section=All

Vehicle detailing and car care seminar

By Gary Goodman

Over 50 Western Reserve section members and
guests attended our Vehicle Detailing and Car Care
seminar on April 27th. As our group began to arrive at
Detailed Xpress in Hudson, there was plenty of time to
admire our cars and to chat with other Mercedes-Benz
enthusiasts. The seminar began with our host, Nicko
Koutavas, entertaining us with stories about some of
the adventures he encountered
while beginning his detailing
career as well as an overview
of the services that Detailed
Xpress offers. He offered a wide
variety of tips to help us take
proper care of our vehicles
and to keep them looking
good longer. For example, he
advocates using a 2-bucket
system with a grit guard in the
bucket to wash your car to keep your wash mitt clean
so you are not causing scratches by washing with a
dirty mitt. Use a car wash soap with a low pH content
and use high-quality microfiber to dry the car. And
remember
to wash and
dry in the
direction of
air flow, not
in circles.
Nicko
also gave

us great information on products that he uses; many
have specific uses depending on what the issues are
with each vehicle as no two cars are alike. Want a
streak-free window cleaner? Use a combination of
isopropyl alcohol in a 50/50 ratio with water. Looking
for something to keep your leather and vinyl looking
new? Product 303 works great. These are examples of
affordable care-care solutions
Nicko offered, but there
are other products such as
Permanon (it is an exterior
protection product certified
by Boeing) that may not be
cost-effective for the average
hobbyist.
Among things to avoid
are automatic car washes
(especially those with
brushes), California dusters, and products with
silicone content. Detailed information on these tips
and many more can be found on our website www.
benzclub.org or by contacting Nicko directly at www.
detailedxpress.com.
Nicko was a very gracious host—in addition
to leaving plenty of time for Q&A, product
demonstrations, and a wonderful catered lunch, he
also provided attendees with a nice selection of door
prizes. A very big thanks to Nicko for hosting an
informative and entertaining event that will help us to
keep our favorite cars looking better longer.

Western Reserve visits Headquarters at StarTech - 2013
By Dick Gortz and Ted Gottfried

On Saturday, May 18, Ted Gottfried drove from
Hudson, and Dick Gortz came from Florida, but they
reached the Birmingham Hilton, HQ of StarTech 2013,
within ten minutes of each other. Other Western
Reserve members in attendance were Pete and Josie
Lesler, Terry Kiwala who arrived on Monday.
Sunday was spent at the Classic Car Motoring
facility, a privately owned Mercedes-Benz collision
center where fourteen highly skilled technicians repair
about 120 damaged cars per month. To say everything
was state-of-the-art is an understatement. They define
the art. They guarantee that when a car is finished, it
is at least as good as when it came
off the assembly line. No short cuts
here. The paint formulation room
is larger than most body shops. The
Vance factory uses this facility to
paint and prep cars for photography
and car shows. Production line cars
aren’t good enough for the close
scrutiny that those vehicles receive.
The facility is spotlessly clean and
organized.
It was then on to the Barber
Vintage Motorsport Museum where
hundreds of vintage and modern
motorcycles are displayed, along with a large collection
of Lotus race cars. Large windows in the museum
look out onto the Barber Motorsport Park, a 2.4 mile
pristine track. Motorcycles were racing during our
visit, and toward evening we were treated to 3 parade
laps, following the pace car at about 50 mph to get
a feel for the tight turns and altitude changes which
make this track a challenge to drive. The Welcome
Reception was held at the museum.
On
Monday,
we drove to
the Vance
Mercedes
factory
where the
next two
day’s events
would
Merceds-Benz Headquarters

take place. Tech sessions took place at the visitor’s
center, a separate building on the site which also
contains training facilities. Mercedes-Benz has nearly
a thousand acres here with much of it cordoned off
as a free trade zone. Tech sessions were presented on
topics ranging from interior restoration, deterioration
in old cars, tire technology, photographing cars,
valuating vehicles, engine performance mods, among
others. Our Pete Lesler presented a seminar on
trouble shooting Bosch mechanical fuel injection
systems. Sessions were repeated Monday and Tuesday,
and were well attended.
On Tuesday Morning, Ted and
Dick were scheduled to tour the
Vance factory. This plant produces
all the M, GL and R classes sold
in the world. While the R class is
no longer available in the U.S., it
is popular in Asia. A special tour
was arranged for MBCA members
through parts of the plant not seen
by the general public. We toured the
body plant, where a ballet of 1500
robots assemble and weld the cars.
New resistance welding techniques
put more than 5000 welds on each
body without sparks to mar the finish. Then into the
paint shop where the bodies are spun and rotated in a
rust resistant chemical bath to ensure all pockets and
fissures are covered. On the assembly line, workers
marry the bodies and drive trains, which are shipped
from Germany. Interestingly, no offices exist at the
factory. All “associates”, including the plant manager,
are in the open plant, which is part of the MercedesBenz philosophy of inclusion.
We could see the new C class production facility
under construction. Production will begin later
this year. All production equipment is engineered,
produced and shipped from Europe. What we
couldn’t see is a top secret plant under construction.
This plant will produce a new, yet to be unveiled
vehicle. Hints point to a crossover or hybrid.
This was a great way to spend a long weekend.
Our sincere thanks to the Alabama Section for hosting this great event.

Tech Article by Ted Gottfried

Disaster: How could this happen?
On Monday June 3 I received
a phone call from the owner of
a 1971 280SL that I had done a
considerable amount of work on in
2001. When that car left my place it
was running well and looked great.
Now then 12 years later the
car has travelled only 300 miles and it was flat bed
trucked to me on June 7. A lot of problems have developed. Wonder why?
Battery: Brand new battery in 2001 has never been
maintained. Completely dry with exposed plates.
Technique by owner was to jumper cable to start car.
No wonder the starter would no longer turn over. I
purchased and installed the correct Mercedes battery.
Car now starts as designed.
Gasoline: About 15 gallons of gas remained in the
tank completely broken down chemically. Really
stinky! Fortunately I had relined the tank 12 years
ago using the RENU epoxy system. Very little rust
was in the fuel system. Back flushed the fuel pump
and it ran well with good pressure. Took stale gas to
Hazardous Material Waste Disposal Center in Stow.
Put in 10 gallons of fresh BP 93 gasoline together with
20 Gallon size Techron injector cleaner, thus double
strength. Installed new fine mesh filter. Tested pressure
flow at cold start valve and fuel system was good.
Ignition: Fortunately I had also previously installed
an electronic Per Tronix trigger element in the ignition

distributor replacing the original breaker contact point
system. Also I installed the latest generation Bosch
Plus Spark Plugs: Spark was good to go.
General: Motor oil and filter change, brake fluid flush,
and coolant flush and replacement were all done as
would be in any regular service interval. Every 2
years for brake fluid and every 3 years for coolant by
spec. All zerk fittings took grease.
Driver Door Window Regulator: Guides had
separated from the regulator and the regulator had to
be welded where the scissoring arms had fractured.
Window now winds up and down just fine.
Protection: Following products were used:
1. Fine 0000 steel wool and lacquer thinner was
used to polish all bright-work.
2. Meguiar’s NXT treated all paint work.
3. Meguiar’s Mirror Glaze Clear Plastic cleaner made
the soft top window look better than new.
4. Nicko Koutavas formula glass cleaner is fantastic,
50 per cent water and 50 percent Isopropyl Rubbing
Alcohol! This glass cleaner is absolutely the best that I
have ever used. OK, Car is serviced and ready to go. I
test drove it 50 miles. Just wonderful.
EPILOGUE:
An old car needs to be driven and maintained
to preserve it. A Mercedes can live nearly forever if
maintained and driven properly. The gravity of this
investment neglect is overwhelming. A vintage car is
like a woman-it needs to be treated with respect.

Welcome members! We hope to see you at many events!
New Members through June 8, 2013
Nicko Koutaves		Albert Mazza			Denise Dezott			Leroy Mallory
Nikhil Panda			
Nicholas Brown		
Ralph Casale
Renewals through June 8, 2013
John Buckingham		Paul Hamann			Alex Djuric			Richard Self
Allan Pintner			Ronald Good 			Ronald Armenti		Eugene Lucas
Don Velcio			Richard Buys			Andrew Gibson		Donald Jordan
Robert Starr			
Josephine Lesler		
Leonard Stmad		
Bert Reimann
Theodore Rombach		
Eric Schreiber		
Christopher Arn		
George Daverio
John Gerstenmaier		
Joy Comey			
Brian DiPasquale		
Raymond Caulk
Laurie Tall			Charles Johnson		Warren Barr			Joseph Scott
James Mahlich
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Huron Yacht Club Luncheon
& Huron Riverfest
Saturday, July 13th, 2013
Want to have a relaxing summer day along the shores of Lake Erie at the Huron Yacht Club where you
can display your favorite car and enjoy a great lunch with a local flavor at the club? Then make your
reservation now for this fun event! You can join our group at the Panera in Independence and caravan
to Huron, or drive there on your own if that is easier. Our hosts, Western Reserve Section members Ron
and Darlene Renzoni, have arranged a special parking area for us to display our cars. After some social
time to catch up with friends we will have lunch at the club. We’ll also do a fun car show—no special
vehicle preparation required!
This is Riverfest weekend in Huron, so there are many things to do after lunch. Check out the Riverfest
Road Show—a car show held in a nearby church parking lot—before visiting the Riverfest featuring
food, vendors, live music, and more.
Schedule for the day:
10:00 am—meet at the Panera in Independence (6700 Rockside Rd., Independence OH 44131)
10:30 am—depart Panera for the drive to Huron. This is approximately a 1 hour drive.
12:00 noon—lunch at the Huron Yacht Club (350 Huron Street, Huron OH 44839)—order off the menu
and pay your own tab. Lake Erie favorites walleye and perch as well as many other tasty items are on the
menu.
After Lunch—MBCA fun car show and Riverfest activities
Depart Huron at your leisure to head for home or to enjoy other local attractions such as golfing at the
Thunderbird Golf Course or visiting the shops in nearby Vermilion
The registration fee is $10 per car; we also need to know how many people are attending so we can make
arrangements for the luncheon at the Yacht Club
Mail your registration by July 8th to Sue Morrison 7783 Diagonal Rd. Kent OH 44240
Questions: Contact Ron Renzoni

repahot@aol.com or 419-502-8815

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name: __________________________________________ Phone ________________________
Email: _____________________________________________________

# attending ________

We plan to ____ join the caravan or _____ drive directly to Huron
Make your check for $10 per car payable to MBCA Western Reserve or register online at www.benzclub.

MBCA Schedule of Events
June 23		Horse Country Tour					Tom Barratt
July 2			Membership Meeting				Brewster’s Twinsburg
July 13		
Huron Yacht Club 					
Ron & Darlene Renzoni
July 20 & 21		
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix			
Pittsburgh section
July 28 		
Concours d’Elegance of America St. John's
Plymouth, MI
August 6 		Membership Meeting				Brewster’s Twinsburg
August 11		Spread Eagle Event					Cozza’s
August 31		Old Car Fun Day					Rod Thompson
September 3		Membership Meeting				Brewster’s Twinsburg
Sept. 28-Oct. 4
Circle Lake Erie Tour				
Ron Harshman
Please be sure to check the website for updates and changes. www.benzclub.org
You will also find many photos from recent events. Check them out. Join us for
meetings and share your knowledge and information or gain from others if you
have questions.

Check out the Western Reserve Section website at benzclub.org for updates.
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