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Note on Sacraments 

All public liturgies are suspended 
through Easter. If you are in need of a 
priest due to a sacramental emergency, 

please call the parish office, 
216.521.0184.  

Church will tentatively be open for 
individual prayer Weekdays from1pm - 7pm 

and  
Weekends from 10am - 2pm. 



Parish Update 

With the spread of the coronavirus to our community, St. 
Luke Church, and the Diocese of Cleveland, have 
implemented measures to ensure the safety of all our 
parishioners. These measures will change the way that we 
ultimately practice and worship our faith during this crisis; 
and though difficult, it is for the benefit of all.  

Here are the following steps that are being implemented:  

1. All public liturgies have been suspended through 
Easter Sunday (April 12). This means that there will 
NOT be Mass publicly celebrated in the church. Father 
Kevin will continue to celebrate daily Mass for the 
intentions of the parish.  

2. Saturday confessions are also suspended. If one is in 
serious need of confession, you can call the parish 
office and leave a message on Father’s voicemail to 
schedule an appointment.  

3. If you have a sacramental emergency, please call the 
parish office number and follow the prompts.  

4. The church will, tentatively, be open for individual 
prayer on weekdays from 1pm-7pm and on weekends 
from 10am-2pm.  

5. The remaining Fish Frys are cancelled through the 
remainder of Lent. We apologize for any confusion on 
this. 

6. All parish events through April 12th have either been 
cancelled, or will be rescheduled. Please contact your 
program/event coordinator for more information.  

7. As much as possible, the staff of St. Luke will be 
working remotely. The staff will be checking their 
office voicemail regularly as we continue to minister to 
our community.  

As we continue to move forward, let us remember to look 
out for one another, while practicing caution and social 
distancing. During these times, loneliness can become a 
major concern. Make sure to give your neighbors, friends, 
and family a call. Consider using FaceTime, or Skype, to 
keep in touch with people. Remember, the words of Christ 
who said, “I will be with you always, even to the end of the 
age.” You are never alone.  

Above all else, though, remember to pray. Prayer is 
especially important during this time. The Holy Father, 
Pope Francis, has asked us all to entrust ourselves to the 
Blessed Mother in the daily recitation of the Holy Rosary. 
As a parish, we will also be reciting the St. Michael Prayer 
at 3pm every day.  

St. Luke the Evangelist, pray for us.  
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LIFETEEN - YOUTH MINISTRY  

Follow St. Luke’s Youth Ministry on Instagram 
(@stlukeym (high school) or @stlukejh (middle 
school)) and turn on post notifications. We will be 

posting regularly and live streaming often to stay in 
touch with all of you!

Subscribe to our YouTube channel, St. Luke 
Lakewood, where we will be uploading Mass and 

Youth Ministry material provided by Brandon and the 
CORE team.



Readings from the Fourth Sunday of Lent
First Reading  

(1 Samuel 16: 1b, 6-7, 10-13a) 

The LORD said to Samuel: 
“Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way. 
I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, 
for I have chosen my king from among his sons.” 
As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, 
Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, 
“Surely the LORD’s anointed is here before him.” 
But the LORD said to Samuel: 
“Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty 
stature, 
because I have rejected him. 
Not as man sees does God see, 
because man sees the appearance 
but the LORD looks into the heart.” 
In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before 
Samuel, 
but Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The LORD has not chosen any one of these.” 
Then Samuel asked Jesse, 
“Are these all the sons you have?” 
Jesse replied, 
“There is still the youngest, who is tending the sheep.” 
Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Send for him; 
we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives 
here.” 
Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them. 
He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold 
and making a splendid appearance. 
The LORD said, 
“There—anoint him, for this is the one!” 
Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, 
anointed David in the presence of his brothers; 
and from that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed 
upon David. 

Psalm  

(Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5-6) 

R. (1)  The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I 
shall want. 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
beside restful waters he leads me; 
he refreshes my soul. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
He guides me in right paths 
for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk in the dark valley 

Psalm continued… 
 
I fear no evil; for you are at my side 
With your rod and your staff 
that give me courage. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
You spread the table before me 
in the sight of my foes; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
Only goodness and kindness follow me 
all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
for years to come. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 

Second Reading  

(Ephesians 5: 8-14) 

Brothers and sisters: 
You were once darkness, 
but now you are light in the Lord. 
Live as children of light, 
for light produces every kind of goodness 
and righteousness and truth. 
Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 
Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness; 
rather expose them, for it is shameful even to mention 
the things done by them in secret; 
but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 
for everything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore, it says: 
  
“Awake, O sleeper, 
and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will give you light.” 

Verse before Gospel 

(John 8: 12)  

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life.  
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Readings from the Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Gospel   (John 9: 1-41) 

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. 
His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” 
Jesus answered, 
“Neither he nor his parents sinned; 
it is so that the works of God might be made visible 
through him. 
We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is 
day. 
Night is coming when no one can work. 
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
When he had said this, he spat on the ground 
and made clay with the saliva, 
and smeared the clay on his eyes, 
and said to him, 
“Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” —which means Sent—. 
So he went and washed, and came back able to see.

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a 
beggar said, 
“Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?” 
Some said, “It is, “ 
but others said, “No, he just looks like him.” 
He said, “I am.” 
So they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” 
He replied, 
“The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes 
and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 
So I went there and washed and was able to see.” 
And they said to him, “Where is he?” 
  
He said, “I don’t know.”

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. 
Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a 
sabbath. 
So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to 
see. 
He said to them, 
“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can 
see.” 
So some of the Pharisees said, 
“This man is not from God, 
because he does not keep the sabbath.” 
But others said, 
“How can a sinful man do such signs?” 
And there was a division among them. 
So they said to the blind man again, 
“What do you have to say about him, 
since he opened your eyes?” 
He said, “He is a prophet.”

Now the Jews did not believe 
that he had been blind and gained his sight 
until they summoned the parents of the one who had 
gained his sight. 
They asked them, 
“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How does he now see?” 
His parents answered and said, 
“We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 

We do not know how he sees now, 
nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
Ask him, he is of age; 
he can speak for himself.” 
His parents said this because they were afraid 
of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed 
that if anyone acknowledged him as the Christ, 
he would be expelled from the synagogue. 
For this reason his parents said, 
“He is of age; question him.”

So a second time they called the man who had been blind 
and said to him, “Give God the praise! 
We know that this man is a sinner.” 
He replied, 
“If he is a sinner, I do not know. 
One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.” 
So they said to him, 
“What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?” 
He answered them, 
“I told you already and you did not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? 
Do you want to become his disciples, too?” 
They ridiculed him and said, 
“You are that man’s disciple; 
we are disciples of Moses! 
We know that God spoke to Moses, 
but we do not know where this one is from.” 
The man answered and said to them, 
“This is what is so amazing, 
that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my 
eyes. 
We know that God does not listen to sinners, 
but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him. 
It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a 
person born blind. 
If this man were not from God, 
he would not be able to do anything.” 
They answered and said to him, 
“You were born totally in sin, 
and are you trying to teach us?” 
Then they threw him out.

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, 
he found him and said, "Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?” 
He answered and said, 
“Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 
Jesus said to him, 
“You have seen him, 
the one speaking with you is he.” 
He said, 
“I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him. 
Then Jesus said, 
“I came into this world for judgment, 
so that those who do not see might see, 
and those who do see might become blind.”

Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this 
and said to him, “Surely we are not also blind, are we?” 
Jesus said to them, 
“If you were blind, you would have no sin; 
but now you are saying, ‘We see,’ so your sin remains.
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The Coronavirus and 
sitting quietly in a room 

alone 
By Bishop Robert Barron 

https://tinyurl.com/rmho9yq 

	 Blaise Pascal said, “All of 
humanity’s problems stem from man’s 
inability to sit quietly in a room alone.” 
The great seventeenth-century 
philosopher thought that most of us, 
most of the time, distract ourselves 
from what truly matters through a 
series of  divertissements  (diversions). 
He was speaking from experience. 
Though one of the brightest men of his 
age and one of the pioneers of the 
modern physical sciences and of 
computer technology, Pascal frittered 
away a good deal of his time through 
gambling and other trivial pursuits. In a 
way, he knew, such diversions are 
understandable, since the great 
questions—Does God exist? Why am I 
here? Is there life after death?—are 
indeed overwhelming. But if we are to 
live in a serious and integrated way, 
they must be confronted—and this is 
why, if we want our most fundamental 
problems to be resolved, we must be 
willing to spend time in a room alone.

	 This Pascalian  mot  has come 
to my mind a good deal in recent days 
as our entire country goes into 
s h u t d o w n m o d e d u e t o t h e 
coronavirus. Shopping malls, movie 
t h e a t e r s , r e s t a u r a n t s , s c h o o l 
campuses, sports stadiums, airports, 
etc.—the very places where we 
t y p i c a l l y s e e k o u t f e l l o w s h i p 
or  divertissements—are all emptying 
out. This is obviously good from the 
standpoint of physical health, but I 
wonder whether we might see it as 
s o m e t h i n g v e r y g o o d f o r o u r 
psychological and spiritual health as 
well. Perhaps we could all think of this 
time of semi-quarantine as an invitation 
to some monastic introspection, some 
ser ious conf ronta t ion wi th the 
q u e s t i o n s t h a t m a t t e r — s o m e 
purposeful sitting alone in a room.

	 M i g h t I m a k e a f e w 
suggestions in regard to our retreat? 
Get out your Bible and read one of the 
Gospels in its entirety—perhaps the 
Gospel of Matthew, which we are using 
for Sunday Mass this liturgical year. 
Read it slowly, prayerfully; use a good 
commentary if that helps. 

Or practice the ancient art that has 
been recommended warmly by the 
last several popes—namely,  lectio 
divina. This “divine reading” of the 
Bib le consists in four basic 
steps:  lectio, meditatio, oratio, and 
contemplat io.  First, read the 
scriptural text carefully; second, 
pick out one word or one passage 
that specially struck you, and then 
mediate on it, like a ruminating 
animal chewing on its cud; third, 
speak to God, telling him how your 
heart was moved by what you read; 
fourth and finally, listen to the Lord, 
discerning what he speaks back to 
you. Trust me, the Bible will spring 
to life when you approach it through 
this method.

	 Or read one of the spiritual 
classics during this time of imposed 
isolation. Keep in mind that, prior to 
the rise of the physical sciences, the 
best and brightest people in our 
Western intel lectual t radit ion 
entered the fields of philosophy, 
theology, and spirituality. One of the 
d a r k s i d e s o f o u r p o s t -
Enlightenment culture is a general 
forgetfulness of the astonishing 
richness produced by generations 
of brilliant spiritual teachers. So take 
up St. Augustine’s  Confessions, 
preferably in  Maria Boulding’s 
recent translation, which reads like a 
novel, or  Frank Sheed’s classic 
translation. Though he lived and 
wrote seventeen centuries ago, 

spiritual seeker of our time will discern 
in Augustine’s story the contours and 
trajectories of his own. Or read 
the Rule of St. Benedict, especially the 
section on the twelve degrees of 
humility. If you dare, follow  St. 
Ignatius’  Spiritual Exercises, preferably 
under the direction of a good guide 
(who doesn’t have the coronavirus!). If 
these texts and practices seem too 
dated, spend your quiet time with 
T h o m a s M e r t o n ’ s s p l e n d i d 
autobiography  The Seven Storey 
Mountain, which, in compelling prose, 
tells the story of the twentieth-century 
author’s journey from self-absorbed 
worldling to Trappist monk.

	 And of course, pray. When 
Merton was once asked what is the 
most important thing a person could do 
to improve her prayer life, he replied, 
“Take the time.” Well, now we have 
more time. Do a Holy Hour every day or 
every other day. Dust off your rosary, 
which I think is one of the most sublime 
prayers in the Catholic tradition. When 
we pray it well, we meditate on the 
mysteries of Christ; we call to mind, 
fifty times, the inevitability our own 
passing (“now and at the hour of our 
death”); and we entrust ourselves to the 
most powerful intercessor on earth or in 
heaven. Not a bad way to spend twenty 
minutes. Take the time at the end of the 
day to examine your conscience—and 
not in a cursory manner. Do it carefully, 
prayerfully, honestly. Ask yourself how 
many times in the course of the day 
you missed an opportunity to show 
love, how many times you did not 
respond to a grace, how often you fell 
into a habitual sin.

	 Now that we’re being asked to 
keep a certain distance from our fellow 
human beings, embrace the solitude 
and silence in a spiritually alert way. Go 
for that long walk on the beach, across 
the fields, up in the hills—wherever you 
like to go to be alone. And just talk to 
God. Ask him what he wants you to do. 
Pray for your kids or your parents or 
your friends who might be struggling. 
Tell him how much you love him and 
how you want greater intimacy with 
him. And please put away the iPhones! 
Open your eyes, lift up your heads, and 
take in the beauty of God’s creation and 
thank him for it.

	 If Pascal is right, many of our 
deepest problems can be solved by 
sitting, with spiritual attention, alone in 
a room. Perhaps through God’s strange 
providence, the quarantine we’re 
enduring might be our chance.


Bishop Robert Barron, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Los Angeles
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Join 
In  

Prayer 
Together

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 
PRAYER 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be 
our protection against the wickedness and snares of 
the devil; May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And 
do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power 
of God, cast into hell Satan and all evil spirits who 
propel about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

A brief history of the St. Michael Prayer:  
 Sometime between 1884 and 1886, Pope Leo 
XIII is said to have had a profound vision which 
greatly effected him. It is said that in his vision he 
witnessed a gathering of demonic spirits over the City 
of Rome. It was this vision that sparked the creation 
of the prayer to St. Michael, as he is said to be a 
powerful intercessor against evil. For nearly  
90 years, this prayer was invoked after  
each Mass as part of the Leonine Prayers.  

Parishioners are encouraged to recite 
 this prayer at 3pm. 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL 
COMMUNION 

My Jesus,  
I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my 

soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself 

wholly to You. Never permit me to 
be separated from You. 

Amen. CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY 

STEP 1. Begin with the Sign of the Cross, 1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary and The Apostles Creed.

STEP 2. Then on the Our Father Beads say the following:

	 	 Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your dearly beloved 

Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. 
STEP 3. On the 10 Hail Mary Beads say the following:

	 	 For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 

(Repeat step 2 and 3 for all five decades).

STEP 4. Conclude with (three times):

	 	 Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole 

world. 

PRAYER TO THE WOUNDED HEART OF 
JESUS 

O my Most Loving and Gentle Jesus, I desire with all 
the affections of my heart, that all beings should 

praise Thee, honor Thee and glorify Thee eternally for 
that sacred wound wherewith Thy divine side was 

rent. I deposit, enclose, conceal in that wound and in 
that opening in Thy Heart, my heart and all my 
feelings, thoughts, desires, intentions and all the 

faculties of my soul. I entreat Thee, by the precious 
Blood and Water that flowed from Thy Most Loving 

Heart, to take entire possession of me, that Thou may 
guide me in all things. Consume me in the burning fire 

of thy holy Love, so that I may be so absorbed and 
transformed into Thee that I may no longer be but one 

with Thee. 
Amen. 

FIND THESE PRAYERS AND 
MORE AT EWTN.com
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THE MEMORARE  

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that 
never was it known that anyone who fled to thy 

protection, implored thy help, or sought thine 
intercession was left unaided. 

Inspired by this confidence,  
I fly unto thee,  

O Virgin of virgins, 
 my mother; to thee do I come,  

before thee I stand,  
sinful and sorrowful.  

O Mother of the Word Incarnate,  
despise not my petitions,  

but in thy mercy hear  
and answer me. 

Amen. 



The Annunciation: Blessed 
Women who Crush the heads 
of their enemies 
By Mr. Shane Ball 
https://tinyurl.com/w6vlq28 
 On the great Solemnity of the Annunciation 
of Our Lord, we celebrate not only the conception 
of the Second Person of the Trinity, but also Mary’s 
Fiat — her “yes” to the will of God in her life. In 
addition, Mary’s Fiat also delivered a definitive and 
fatal blow to the devil, often depicted in art and 
statuary by Mary standing on the head of the 
serpent. While Protestants may dispute Mary’s 
influential role in salvation history, a brief 
investigation of Scripture certainly reveals that the 
Evangelist Luke intended to depict Our Lady as a 
conqueror over Satan at the Annunciation. 
	 The significance of the Annunciation can be 
traced back firstly to Genesis 3:15, a Scripture 
passage so significant that it has its own name — 
the Protoevangelion. Much like the Exsultet at the 
Easter Vigil that sings, “O Happy Fault that earned 
for us so great, so glorious a Redeemer,” the 
Protoevangelion, directly following the Original Sin of 
Adam and Eve, announces God’s “First Good News” 
of salvation from sin and bondage to the devil. In 
keeping with the context of Genesis 3, Christ as the 
New Adam reverses the sin of disobedience 
committed by the first Adam. This event may be 
properly located at the Agony in the Garden, when 
Jesus makes the perfect prayer of obedience: “Not 
my will but yours be done.” As is brilliantly portrayed 
in Mel Gibson’s  The Passion of the Christ, having 
overcome the temptations of the devil through His 
prayer of obedience, Christ rises from His prayer and 
stomps on an insidious representation of the devil in 
the form of a serpent.

	 The interpretation of this passage does not 
need to be isolated to Christ. In fact, the Douay 
Rheims and New Jerusalem Bibles offer the 
Protoevangelion with a feminine pronoun: “she shall 
crush thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her 
heel.” This would point to Mary as the New Eve 
complementing, not replacing, Christ as the New 
Adam. This is exactly the sense in which Luke 
understands the passage.

	 To illustrate the connection between the 
Protoevangelion and the Annunciation, we need to 
look at a couple of other examples of heroic women 
in the Old Testament. In Judges 4, Deborah is 
inspired by the Lord to send an army against her 
people’s Canaanites oppressors. True to the Lord’s 
word, the Canaanites are routed, but the enemy 
general, Sisera, escapes on foot and arrives at the 
tent of a certain woman named Jael. Jael invites him 
in, and he asks for a drink of water while in hiding. 
Jael offers him warm milk instead, which has its

naturally sedative effect. While Sisera is “sound 
asleep,” Jael takes a mallet and drives a tent stake 
through Sisera’s temples and into the ground.

	 The interpretative key follows in the Canticle of 
Deborah as she sings in praise of the victory over the 
Canaanites: “Blessed among women be Jael, blessed 
among tent-dwelling women[.] … She hammered 
Sisera, crushed his head; she smashed, stove in his 
temple” (Judges 5:24–26). You gotta love the Old 
Testament.

	 A similar sequence of events plays out in the 
book of Judith. An Assyrian army, commanded by 
Holofernes, lays siege to a Jewish town that lies in the 
path to Jerusalem. After 34 days, the people are ready 
to surrender, so Judith takes matters into her own 
hands. Judith exits the city, enters the enemy camp, 
and proceeds to seduce Holofernes. Taken by her 
beauty, Holofernes invites Judith to a banquet where he 
drinks “a great quantity of wine, more than he had ever 
drunk on one single day in his life.” Holofernes passes 
out, and after everyone leaves, Judith beheads him 
with his own sword, puts his head in her knapsack, and 
returns to the city with her trophy. The people celebrate 
their liberation by the hands of Judith, and Uzziah, the 
magistrate of the city, proclaims of her, “Blessed are 
you, daughter, by the Most High God, above all women 
on earth … who guided your blow at the head of the 
chief of our enemies” (Judith 13:18).

	 The significance of these two passages is in the 
connection between Mary’s action at the Annunciation 
with the victories of these two Old Testament heroines. 
Consider that in Luke 1:38, Mary reverses the 
disobedience of Eve with her proclamation, “Let it be 
done unto me according to thy word.” Just four verses 
later (1:42), Elizabeth declares of Mary, “Most blessed 
are you among women and blessed in the fruit of your 
womb,” and again in verse 45, “[b]lessed are you who 
believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord 
would be fulfilled.” Mary affirms Elizabeth’s appellation 
in the Magnificat immediately thereafter: “From now on 
all generations will call me Blessed” (1:48).

	 This threefold declaration of Mary’s “blessed”-
ness directs the reader’s attention back to Jael and 
Judith and the events that preceded their being called 
“blessed.” A glance at a Bible concordance will reveal 
that the only two women in all of Scripture who receive 
the distinction of being called “blessed,” other than 
Mary, are Jael and Judith. Considering that Luke’s 
gospel shows a great affinity for Old Testament 
references, it would be silly to assume that the 
evangelist was ignorant of the implications of Mary 
being called “blessed.”

	 If Mary’s blessedness corresponds to that of 
Jael and Judith, then there must be congruity between 
the actions that resulted in their being called “blessed.” 
Whereas Jael’s and Judith’s head shots were to human 
enemies, Mary’s head strike was to a spiritual enemy, 
the ancient Enemy, the commander of all things evil 
and unholy.  CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE…
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Quick Links to Online 
Materials 

Daily Mass: 
 www.dioceseofcleveland.org   
 (Look at the Banner on the top of the page) 

Daily Readings:  
www.usccb.org  

Damascus Mission Campus offers scripture 
reflection, Praise and Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
and Damascus Night Life (Family/Friendly/
Religious SNL): 
 https://tinyurl.com/t2e4dq6  

Daily Catholic News: 
 https://www.ncregister.com/ 

Lots of Prayers from EWTN: 
 https://tinyurl.com/wj2gnao  

Pray As You Go - Daily Reflections and 
Meditations, (They have an app too): 
 https://pray-as-you-go.org/index.php 
  

ARTICLE ON MARY CONTINUED  

By saying “yes” to the will of God, Mary as the New 
Eve corrects the disobedience of the first Eve that 
led to the Fall and does indeed deliver a fatal blow 
to the devil by paving the way for the Word to be 
made flesh and for our ultimate redemption.

	 Luke’s demonstration of the Annunciation 
as the fulfillment of the Protoevangelion merely 
affirms for us as Catholics Mary’s instrumental role 
in salvation history and provides supporting 
evidence for the validity of such titles as Mediatrix 
of All Graces. For Protestants, to whom this type of 
exegesis would be particularly appealing, there 
should be some awakening to the necessity for 
devotion to the Mother of God.

	 With the seemingly endless flow of negative 
news coming out of Church from the top down, the 
message of hope that the Annunciation offers 
today is that the victory is already won. The devil’s 
influence in the world is ubiquitous, but he has 
already been dealt his fatal blow. We in the Church 
Militant are witnessing his death throes as he 
strives to take as many souls with him as he can. 
We anxiously await his expiration. Until such time, 
we should celebrate the great victory won by Our 
Lady over the enemy and hope in the triumph in 
which we will share when our pilgrimage in this 
world is complete.


Shane Ball earned a B.A. in political science from 
Loyola University in Maryland and completed 
graduate studies in theology at both Franciscan 
University in Steubenville and the Pontifical College 
of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum) in Rome.
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Visit 
stlukelakewood.formed.org 
to register for FORMED.  

The Catholic Netflix.  
100% Free And There’s 
Something for Everyone!

http://www.dioceseofcleveland.org
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