
Board of Trustees Meeting 

February 6, 2020 

Temple Beth Israel 
 

 

The meeting began at 7:02. 

 

Present: Diane Baxter, Marlene Blum, Sam Edelman Meyers,  Elliott Farren, Jeff 

Kirtner, Bruce Kreitzberg, Matthew Rosenbaum, Jared Rubin, Mindy Schlossberg, 

Johanna Seasonwein, Aura Solomon, Tracy Tessler. 

Rabbi, Ruhi Sophia Motzkin Rubenstein 

Guests: Karen Giese, Scott Fellman, Alan Leiman, Mike Speiser 

 

Teaching. Rabbi Ruhi spoke about the book distributed last month from Rabbi David 

Teutch. Using an ancient story cited in the book’s introduction, the challenges of 

leadership are illustrated. Not all leadership is successful and leadership can take many 

forms. Leadership may require thinking as a group and navigating competing needs or 

values. The Board decided to continue reading a chapter from the book before future 

meetings to discuss in Board meetings.  

 

Open forum. Karen Giese came to open forum to talk about Sunday Interfaith Breakfast 

and to ask for financial resources to continue funding. They feed 270-350 people every 

Sunday. She requested $1200. The project costs about $400 per month. First Christian 

Church is another sponsor. The event is for anyone who is hungry. Many homeless 

people attend.  

 

Safety committee. Alan Leiman, Mike Speiser and Scott Fellman attended the first part 

of the meeting to discuss safety concerns and the idea of routinely hiring armed security 

for shabbat morning services. Alan explained how the Safety Committee has decided in 

the past to use security guards at specific or large TBI events. The committee recently 

agreed that they would recommend guards at Shabbat morning services. Private 

security would cost about $90 per week, police would cost approximately $340. Scott 

Fellman summarized the progress and accomplishments of the safety program. Mindy 

asked a question about the difference in protective defense from police versus private 

guards. Scott responded that you do get what you pay for and that police are much 

better trained. Sam suggested that students at Talmud Torah be trained in TBI 

emergency procedures. Discussion about the value and need for armed guards or 

police followed. Diane spoke first in favor of hiring guards and suggested that a guard 

should be hired for both weekly shabbat services. Board members took turns 



expressing their responses to the Safety Committee’s recommendation, some for the 

recommendation, some against. Johanna made a motion that Jared seconded for 

adopting the Safety Committee’s recommendation. Diane pointed out that Board 

members can never know if the action is effective because it is precautionary. The 

motion passed on a 7-6 vote. Jared suggested that a donation pool be available to 

anyone who wants to give funds toward security.  

 

Introductions. Sam Edelman Meyers was introduced to the Board.  

 

Announcements. Johanna announced that she is back to work at the University. 

Johanna spoke about her lobbying work around Jewish holidays being recognized by 

the 4J School Board.  

 

Rabbi’s report. Rabbi Ruhi asked about how much time she has spent doing Jewish 

education for other religious and social groups and whether the Board thought this was 

a sufficiently valuable use of her time. Johanna suggested that Oriana Hurwit might be 

available for some such events. Rabbi Ruhi worried that some congregants might think 

she is too busy with such community educational work. Stefan suggested an article in 

the newsletter.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:06.  

 

Recorded and submitted by Bruce Kreitzberg. 


