
Board of Trustees Meeting 

June 6, 2019 

Temple Beth Israel 

 

 
The meeting began at 7:05. 

 

Present: Diane Baxter, Elliott Farren, Michael Griffel, Jeff Kirtner, Bruce Kreitzberg, Reisa 

Maddex, Geraldine Moreno-Black, Julee Raiskin, Jared Rubin, Mindy Schlossberg, Jody 

Seasonwein, Tracy Tessler, Pearl Wolfe.  

Executive Director, Nina Korican. 

Guests, Scott Fellman and Alan Leiman. 

 

Plenum update. Geraldine reported news from the Reconstructing Judaism plenum. 

Reconstructing Judaism will now have a larger committee and will also adopt a steering 

committee. They will adopt weighted voting in the future.  

 

Preschool update. Mindy reported about her committee’s meeting around the question of full 

day preschool programming. The committee will invite a parent from the Preschool committee, a 

teacher and a parent who has expressed interest in full day preschool. The committee should 

be formed and begin its work in July and be completed by December, at which time Mindy will 

report the findings back to the Board. The Preschool currently has care available until 3:00. The 

committee will consider care until 5:00.  

 

Announcements. Jeff reminded the Board about the June 9 celebration for Gretchen Lieberman 

and Talmud Torah.  

 

Safety committee. Scott Fellman, Alan Leiman joined the meeting to discuss safety concerns. 

Scott explained about new safety mechanisms for the preschool doors. The Safety Committee 

is considering strong doors that lock at three points on the doorframe. Currently, the idea is to 

buy such doors for five classroom doors at a cost of $13,000. The doors are required to get the 

preschool certified for fire safe doors. The funds needed for the doors are not in the budget for 

2019-2020 and since the cost is greater than $5000, the congregation must be consulted to 

make the purchase. The doors take eight weeks to order. Diane asked why internal doors 

should be secured before simply securing external doors. A motion was made to approve the 

idea of buying five fire code compliant doors for the Preschool classrooms and this motion 

passed unanimously. A second motion was made to ask for a congregational vote for approval 

of $18,000 for five fire code compliant classroom doors and this motion also passed 

unanimously. Nina suggested that June 26 might be chosen for the extra congregational 

meeting. Alan also reported that the Safety Committee would like to spend up to $4999 add a 

safety film to the building’s front doors that slows bullets and prevents glass from shattering. A 



motion was made to authorize these funds and it was passed overwhelmingly with one vote 

opposed.  

 

Two recent safety meetings each yielded approximately 15 new congregants taking part. More 

congregants are now prepared to act as lead ushers.  

 

Search committee (DCE) report. The weekend of June 13-16 will be a shabbaton for Education 

Director, Reisa reported. Hillel referred a second candidate who is on the back burner too. 

 

Dues committee report. Nina reported that the new dues literature has been mailed and 

responses are now coming. How to present “our shared commitment” to former and perspective 

members is now being considered by the committee. 

 

Executive director report. Nina’s report was filed electronically. OJCF Life and Legacy program 

at TBI is now five years old and to meet TBI’s goals, two more households need to commit to 

giving.  

 

Financials. Nina reported that there is a projected budget surplus at TBI overall and there is an 

expected Preschool surplus.  

 

The meeting went into an executive session.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10. 

 

Recorded and submitted by Bruce Kreitzberg. 


