
Board of Trustees Meeting 

Temple Beth Israel 

September 6, 2018 

 

 

 
The meeting began at 7:00. 

 

Present. Michael Griffel, Nina Korican, Bruce Kreitzberg, Justine Lovinger, Geraldine Moreno-

Black, Nathan Philips, Julee Raiskin, Jared Rubin, Mindy Schlossberg, Jody Seasonwein, Amy 

Steckel, Pearl Wolfe.  

 

Torah study. Nina led Torah study in the absence of Rabbi Ruhi. 

 

Open forum and announcements. Mindy announced that Jessica Lambright has stepped down 

from the TBI Board of Trustees. 

 

Shoulder to Shoulder. Judy Boles and Phyllis Bobrow joined the meeting to discuss the 

Shoulder to Shoulder organization. Shoulder to Shoulder is an interfaith, national group 

dedicated to ending anti-Muslim sentiment. Shoulder to Shoulder supports and strategizes with 

local Muslim communities. Currently, Shoulder to Shoulder would like TBI to become the first 

local organization to join its membership and would ask TBI to commit to at least one event per 

year in support of the local Muslim community. The Board discussed the idea, then unanimously 

passed a motion for TBI to become a member of Shoulder to Shoulder. 

 

Minutes approval. The August minutes were approved.  

 

Executive director report. Nina’s report was issued electronically. 

 

Talmud Torah report. Director Gretchen is currently working 30 hours per week, but may go 

down to 25. The new Talmud Torah administrative assistant, Alice, is working 20 hours per 

week.  

 

Financial report. Amy reported that the fiscal report for 2017-2018 is complete. There is an 

$84,000 surplus that the Finance Committee will discuss and make recommendations about 

how to spend. Most likely, capital improvements will be suggested, such as, security, a shade 

structure for the Talmud Torah office or replacing sanctuary pews with chairs. Another idea is 

adding to TBI’s savings toward the goal of a three month surplus for rainy days.  

 



Dues task force report. The two community meetings thus far, reveal that most participants 

support the idea of changing the revenue format. Some meeting participants do not support the 

name “voluntary membership commitment” because it sounds too optional. The Dues 

Committee can brainstorm new name ideas. The Committee liked an idea put forward to seek 

professionals help to promote and document the changed structure. 

 

Education director search update. Jody reported. The Search Committee consists of Nina, 

Karrie Walters, Hap Ponedel, Rabbi Ruhi and Chair, Jody Seasonwein. The committee met with 

Andy Gittleson and Sharon Rudnick of Hillel, to discuss the possibility of sharing a professional 

between the two organizations. Jody spoke with Miriam Heller Stern of the Hebrew Union 

College to discuss compensation for the Education Director position. The committee will begin 

meeting in late September and present the TBI Board with a timeline at the October meeting. 

One goal is to have a job description ready for the November Congregational meeting.  

 

Policies: whistleblower and conflicts of interest. Oregon law requires TBI to have a 

whistleblower policy. Sharon Rudnick at Hillel offered their policy for TBI to adopt or adapt for 

use. Michael suggested finding and finalizing who whistleblowers may report to: the executive 

director, the Board president or any trustee? Nathan made a motion to adopt the policy with 

those changes and this motion was passed.  

 

The conflict of interest policy says that those with potential conflicts must declare them in 

writing, through an annual form. The Board can decide if a conflict that exists is a concern or 

not. Jodi made a motion to adopt the policy and it was passed unanimously. Pearl asked if a 

stronger policy could help make conflicts in the hiring process more transparent. Mindy said a 

future personnel committee could study and revise the policy. Nathan asked if the Board should 

be burdened with evaluating every conflict of interest issue or if a smaller group should hear 

about personal or personnel conflicts.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9pm.  

 

Recorded and submitted by Bruce Kreitzberg. 


