
January 4, 2018 

Board of Trustees 

Temple Beth Israel 

 

 
The meeting began at 7:05. 

 

Present: Michael Griffel, Jeff Kirtner, Nina Korican, Bruce Kreitzberg, Deborah Laimon, Justine 

Lovinger, Reisa Maddex, Geraldine Moreno-Black, Nathan Philps, Julee Raiskin, Rabbi Ruhi 

Sophia Motzkin Rubenstein, Jared Rubin, Jody Seasonwein, Amy Steckel, Pearl Wolfe. Jerricha 

Becken came to participate in discussions about the TBI auction and dues process. Judy Boles 

and Elliott Farren came to participate in the dues discussion.  

 

Minutes approval. The December minutes were approved.  

 

Announcements. A webinar is available about speaking to unhappy congregants. It will be 

conducted Weds, Jan 17 at 11:00. “Abusive Congregants and Boardroom Bullies.” There may 

also be a guest speaker on a similar subject available to the Board.  

 

Executive director report. Nina’s report was issued electronically and no new points were added. 

Nina answered questions about current Life and Legacy and about hosting shabbat luncheons. 

 

Talmud Torah report. All Talmud Torah classes now have congregant sponsors to cover costs 

of snacks and extras. 

 

Financials. Amy reported that October and November numbers have been evaluated more 

closely. She is concerned about how tax reform may effect TBI. Nina announced a year end 

$5000 donation for the Preschool and a $10,000 donation to TBI Now. Amy will hold a short 

tutorial at 6:30 before the next Board meeting to help train trustees on how to read financial 

reports. 

 

Rabbi report. Rabbi Ruhi’s report was issued electronically. She elaborated on recently bringing 

new music to TBI, including techniques for improving the public experience. Rabbi Ruhi 

reminded the Board about the upcoming visits by Eric Ward, activist and speaker. 

 

Board participation in auction. The Board of Trustees should aim to contribute to the annual 

auction. The main components of the event are the silent auction, live auction and full Board 

presence at the event. Board members can help solicit donations from food establishments to 

be auctioned at the silent auction. Trustees who have something to donate to the live auction or 

know someone who does can help create items for that. A brainstorming session followed to 



generate items for the live auction. Board members signed up to solicit donations from at least 

two food vendors.  

 

Membership commitment/dues process. The Board took part in a short version, practice run of 

the dues task force’s community meetings that will start this month at TBI. The exercise 

included background information and explanation by Jeff, a teaching by Rabbi Ruhi and an hour 

of discussion around four questions by the entire group.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05. 

 

Recorded and submitted by Bruce Kreitzberg. 


