
HEARING GOD'S VOICE 

LESSON 1: THE LORD CALLS SAMUEL 
After completing this lesson, the children will discover that by listening carefully, they 
can hear the voice of God through the Holy Spirit.  

TOPICS 
Holy Spirit, Listening, Samuel, Will of God 

AS KIDS ARRIVE (10 minutes) 
What Can I Hear? (Activity)   

OPENING PRAYER AND PRAISE (5 minutes) 

MEMORY WORK (12 minutes) 
"My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me." John 10:27 NIV  
To memorize this verse, assign hand symbols to the words and phrases. For example, walking 
fingers on your palm can symbolize sheep, cup your ears for listen, place hands around mouth 
for voice, etc. After saying the verse several times with the symbols, see how well the kids can 
say the verse by themselves while watching you do the hand symbols.  

SCRIPTURE READING AND DISCUSSION (15 minutes) 
Introduction: 
Have you ever heard a voice, but wasn't sure who it was? This happens a lot with the 
telephone. Someone calls and you may ask, who is this? Then when they tell you, you say, "Oh 
yeah," and the voice then makes sense. What if you hear a strange voice calling you, will you go 
to the person speaking? Our story today is about a young boy named Samuel. He was about 
twelve years old when he heard a voice wake him in the middle of the night. He thought his 
master was calling, so he went to see what his master wanted, but it wasn't his master calling 
him. 
 
Read 1 Samuel 3:1-21 (The Lord Calls Samuel) 
Read the passage to the children one time with feeling and using different voices. Explain the 
word "contemptible" in verse 13 as meaning that Eli's sons knowingly sinned against God. Then 
if time permits, ask for four children to volunteer to read the story again, assigning to them the 
parts of Samuel, Eli, The Lord and a narrator. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. How many times did the Lord call Samuel? (Four.) 
2. Who did Samuel think was calling him the first three times? (Eli.) 
3. When Samuel heard the voice the first three times, what did he do? (Ran to Eli saying, "Here 
I am.") 
4. What did Eli finally tell Samuel to do if he heard the voice again? (To say, "Speak Lord, for 
your servant is listening.") 
5. What message did the Lord give Samuel? (That Eli and his family would be judged for 
sinning.) 
6. Was that the last time the Lord spoke to Samuel? (No.) How do we know this? (The Bible 
says the Lord continued to appear to Samuel at Shiloh to reveal His word.) 
7. Why do you think the word of the Lord was rare, and there were not many visions until the 



Lord spoke to Samuel? (Perhaps because of the sinful and corrupt ways of Eli's sons, and his 
refusal to correct them. verse 13.) 
8. Why then did the Lord choose to reveal himself and speak to Samuel? (Samuel ministered 
faithfully and was close to God. verses 1, 3.) 

CLASS EXERCISE (20 minutes) 
Listen Carefully (Game)  

ALTERNATE CLASS EXERCISE (10 minutes) 
Listening Ears (Craft)   

APPLICATION (2 minutes) 
God is calling us, if only we will listen. He truly wants to communicate with us, guide us and 
share with us His will. There are many distractions in this world that may keep us from hearing 
the voice of God, but the biggest distraction of all is simply not taking the time to listen. Instead, 
we fill up our time with television or video games when we could be reading the Bible or praying. 
This week take a few extra minutes to pray, and ask the Holy Spirit to help you hear. Then listen 
for the still, small voice of God. For God wants nothing more than to be in communion with you.  

CLOSING PRAYER (2 minutes) 
 
 
IDEAS FOR MEMORIZING VERSES 

• MISSING WORDS 
Read the verse together several times, then write the verse on the board. Say the verse 
together as a class, erase a word or two and say the verse again. Continue in this 
manner until the words are all erased. 

• BIBLE VERSE HANGMAN 
With short verses play the "hangman" game. After one of the kids is able to say the verse 
correctly, have everyone look it up in their own Bibles. 

• READ, MEMORIZE, AND DISCUSS 
Have the kids find the verse in their Bibles and read it several times out loud. Have them 
close their eyes and try to say the verse again. Discuss the meaning of this verse with the 
children. 

• SCRAMBLED 
Give each child a slip of paper with the verse scrambled. Have the kids unscramble the 
verse and rewrite it the correct way. Treats can be given to all who get it right. 
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