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The Tribes West of the Jordan  

 

The Allotments of the Remaining Land 
1Now that the land was under Israelite control, the entire community of 
Israel gathered at Shiloh and set up the Tabernacle. 2But there 
remained seven tribes who had not yet been allotted their grants of 
land. 

With most of the conquest behind them, the Israelites moved their religious center from Gilgal 
(see the note on 5:8-9) to Shiloh. This was probably the first permanent location for the 
Tabernacle. Its central location in the land made it easier for the people to attend the special 
worship services and yearly festivals. 

Later, the family of Samuel, a great priest and prophet, would travel annually to Shiloh, and on 
one trip when Samuel was a small boy, he would be left there to stay with Eli the priest (1 
Samuel 1:3, 22). The Tabernacle would remain in Shiloh through the period of the judges (about 
300 years). Apparently, the city was destroyed by the Philistines when the Ark of the Covenant 
was captured (1 Samuel 4–5). Shiloh never lived up to its reputation as Israel’s religious center, 
for later references in the Bible point to the wickedness and idolatry in the city (Psalm 78:56-60; 
Jeremiah 7:12-15). 

3Then Joshua asked them, “How long are you going to wait before taking possession of 
the remaining land the LORD, the God of your ancestors, has given to you? 4Select three 
men from each tribe, and I will send them out to explore the land and map it out. They will 
then return to me with a written report of their proposed divisions of their new homeland. 
5Let them divide the land into seven sections, excluding Judah’s territory in the south and 
Joseph’s territory in the north. 6And when you record the seven divisions of the land and 
bring them to me, I will cast sacred lots in the presence of the LORD our God to assign 
land to each tribe. 

Joshua asked why some of the tribes were putting off the job of possessing the land. Often we 
delay doing work that seems overwhelming, difficult, boring, or disagreeable. Work we don’t 
enjoy can require concentration, teamwork, time, encouragement, and accountability. But to 
continue putting it off shows lack of discipline, poor stewardship of time, and, in some cases, 
disobedience to God. Remember this when you are tempted to procrastinate or give up. 

7“The Levites, however, will not receive any allotment of land. Their role as priests of the 
LORD is their allotment. And the tribes of Gad, Reuben, and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
won’t receive any more land, for they have already received their grant of land, which 
Moses, the servant of the LORD, gave them on the east side of the Jordan River.”  
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8As the men started on their way to map out the land, Joshua commanded them, “Go and 
explore the land and write a description of it. Then return to me, and I will assign the land 
to the tribes by casting sacred lots here in the presence of the LORD at Shiloh.”  

Making decisions by casting lots was a common practice among the Hebrews. Little is known 
about the actual method used in Joshua’s day. A type of dice may have been used. Another 
possibility is that two urns were used, one containing tribal names and the other the divisions of 
the land. Drawing one name from each urn matched a tribe to a region. The Urim and Thummim 
(explained in the note on Leviticus 8:8) may also have been used. No matter how it was done, 
the process removed human choice from the decision making and allowed God to match tribes 
and lands as he saw fit. 

9The men did as they were told and mapped the entire territory into seven sections, listing 
the towns in each section. They made a written record and then returned to Joshua in the 
camp at Shiloh. 10And there at Shiloh, Joshua cast sacred lots in the presence of the LORD 
to determine which tribe should have each section.  

Seven of the tribes had not yet been assigned their land. They gathered at Shiloh, where 
Joshua cast lots to determine which areas would be given to them. Using this sacred lottery, the 
choice would be made by God, not Joshua or any other human leader. 

By this time, the Canaanites had, in most places, become so weakened that they were no 
longer a threat. However, instead of fulfilling God’s command to destroy the remaining 
Canaanites, these seven tribes would often take the path of least resistance. As nomadic 
people, they may have been reluctant to settle down, preferring to depend economically on the 
people they were supposed to eliminate. Others may have feared the high cost of continued 
warfare. Trading for goods was easier and more profitable than destroying the suppliers and 
having to provide for themselves. 

The hesitancy of the remaining seven tribes is a good metaphor for how we can sometimes treat 
our own lives. Instead of seizing the moment, we can be lazy or afraid, so we wait around and 
question what God really wants for us. Usually, the good things God has promised us already—
like a deep relationship with him and freedom from what weighs us down—are there for the 
taking, and we simply need to step out in faith to take possession of them. 

The Land Given to Benjamin 
11The first allotment of land went to the clans of the tribe of Benjamin. It lay between the 
territory assigned to the tribes of Judah and Joseph. 
12The northern boundary of Benjamin’s land began at the Jordan River, went north of the 
slope of Jericho, then west through the hill country and the wilderness of Beth-aven. 
13From there the boundary went south to Luz (that is, Bethel) and proceeded down to 
Ataroth-addar on the hill that lies south of Lower Beth-horon. 

14The boundary then made a turn and swung south along the western edge of the hill facing 
Beth-horon, ending at the village of Kiriath-baal (that is, Kiriath-jearim), a town belonging 
to the tribe of Judah. This was the western boundary.  

15The southern boundary began at the outskirts of Kiriath-jearim. From that western point 
it ran to the spring at the waters of Nephtoah, 16and down to the base of the mountain 



beside the valley of Ben-Hinnom, at the northern end of the valley of Rephaim. From there 
it went down the valley of Hinnom, crossing south of the slope where the Jebusites lived, 
and continued down to En-rogel. 17From En-rogel the boundary proceeded in a northerly 
direction and came to En-shemesh and on to Geliloth (which is across from the slopes of 
Adummim). Then it went down to the Stone of Bohan. (Bohan was Reuben’s son.) 18From 
there it passed along the north side of the slope overlooking the Jordan Valley. The border 
then went down into the valley, 19ran past the north slope of Beth-hoglah, and ended at the 
north bay of the Dead Sea, which is the southern end of the Jordan River. This was the 
southern boundary. 

The valley of Ben-Hinnom became associated with the worship of the Ammonite god Molech in 
Jeremiah’s time. The terrible worship rites involved sacrificing children. Later the valley was 
used for burning garbage and the corpses of criminals and animals. Thus its name became a 
synonym for hell. 

20The eastern boundary was the Jordan River. 

The tribe of Benjamin was given a narrow strip of land that served as a buffer zone between 
Judah and Ephraim, the two tribes that would later dominate the land. 

These were the boundaries of the homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe of Benjamin. 

The Towns Given to Benjamin 
21These were the towns given to the clans of the tribe of Benjamin. 
Jericho, Beth-hoglah, Emek-keziz, 22Beth-arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel, 23Avvim, Parah, 
Ophrah, 24Kephar-ammoni, Ophni, and Geba—twelve towns with their surrounding 
villages. 25Also Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, 26Mizpah, Kephirah, Mozah, 27Rekem, Irpeel, 
Taralah, 28Zela, Haeleph, the Jebusite town (that is, Jerusalem), Gibeah, and Kiriath-
jearim—fourteen towns with their surrounding villages. 

This was the homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe of Benjamin.  
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The Land Given to Simeon 
1The second allotment of land went to the clans of the tribe of Simeon. Their homeland was 
surrounded by Judah’s territory. 

2Simeon’s homeland included Beersheba, Sheba, Moladah, 3Hazar-shual, Balah, Ezem, 
4Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah, 5Ziklag, Beth-marcaboth, Hazar-susah, 6Beth-lebaoth, and 
Sharuhen—thirteen towns with their surrounding villages. 7It also included Ain, Rimmon, 
Ether, and Ashan—four towns with their villages, 8including all the surrounding villages as 
far south as Baalath-beer (also known as Ramah of the Negev). 

This was the homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe of Simeon. 9Their allocation of 
land came from part of what had been given to Judah because Judah’s territory was too 
large for them. So the tribe of Simeon received an allocation within the territory of Judah. 

The Land Given to Zebulun 
10The third allotment of land went to the clans of the tribe of Zebulun. 
The boundary of Zebulun’s homeland started at Sarid. 11From there it went west, going 
past Maralah, touching Dabbesheth, and proceeding to the brook east of Jokneam. 12In the 
other direction, the boundary went east from Sarid to the border of Kisloth-tabor, and from 
there to Daberath and up to Japhia. 13Then it continued east to Gath-hepher, Eth-kazin, and 
Rimmon and turned toward Neah. 14The northern boundary of Zebulun passed Hannathon 
and ended at the valley of Iphtah-el. 15The towns in these areas included Kattath, Nahalal, 
Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem—twelve towns with their surrounding villages.  

16The homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe of Zebulun included these towns and 
their surrounding villages. 

The Land Given to Issachar 
17The fourth allotment of land went to the clans of the tribe of Issachar. 

18Its boundaries included the following towns: Jezreel, Kesulloth, Shunem, 19Hapharaim, 
Shion, Anaharath, 20Rabbith, Kishion, Ebez, 21Remeth, En-gannim, En-haddah, and Beth-
pazzez. 22The boundary also touched Tabor, Shahazumah, and Beth-shemesh, ending at 
the Jordan River—sixteen towns with their surrounding villages. 

Shunem was one of the towns given to the tribe of Issachar. When King David was elderly and 
frail, a young woman from Shunem was brought to the king to take care of him (1 Kings 1:3). 
Later, Elisha stayed at the house of a wealthy woman and her husband who lived in Shunem. 
The couple’s only son died, and Elisha raised him from the dead (2 Kings 4:8-37). 

Tabor is most likely Mount Tabor, a single round mountain that rises almost 1,900 feet from its 
base. Tabor served as an indisputable landmark at the border of three tribes: Zebulun, Naphtali, 
and Issachar. At this mountain, Deborah told Barak to call out 10,000 of his warriors (Judges 
4:6). 



 

23The homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe of Issachar included these towns and 
their surrounding villages. 

The Land Given to Asher 
24The fifth allotment of land went to the clans of the tribe of Asher. 

25Its boundaries included these towns: Helkath, Hali, Beten, Acshaph, 26Allammelech, 
Amad, and Mishal. The boundary on the west touched Carmel and Shihor-libnath, 27then it 
turned east toward Beth-dagon, and ran as far as Zebulun in the valley of Iphtah-el, going 
north to Beth-emek and Neiel. It then continued north to Cabul, 28Abdon, Rehob, Hammon, 
Kanah, and as far as Greater Sidon. 29Then the boundary turned toward Ramah and the 
fortress of Tyre, where it turned toward Hosah and came to the Mediterranean Sea. The 
territory also included Mehebel, Aczib, 30Ummah, Aphek, and Rehob—twenty-two towns 
with their surrounding villages.  

31The homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe of Asher included these towns and their 
surrounding villages. 

The Land Given to Naphtali 
32The sixth allotment of land went to the clans of the tribe of Naphtali. 

33Its boundary ran from Heleph, from the oak at Zaanannim, and extended across to Adami-
nekeb, Jabneel, and as far as Lakkum, ending at the Jordan River. 34The western boundary 
ran past Aznoth-tabor, then to Hukkok, and touched the border of Zebulun in the south, 
the border of Asher on the west, and the Jordan River on the east. 35The fortified towns 
included in this territory were Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Kinnereth,  

36Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 37Kedesh, Edrei, En-hazor, 38Yiron, Migdal-el, Horem, Beth-
anath, and Beth-shemesh—nineteen towns with their surrounding villages. 

39The homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe of Naphtali included these towns and 
their surrounding villages. 

The tribe of Naphtali was descended from Jacob’s sixth son, who had been born to Bilhah, 
Rachel’s maidservant (Genesis 30:7-8). Nazareth and Capernaum were located within the 
historic borders of Naphtali. In the time of Jesus, this region was despised by the religious 
leaders in Jerusalem. But this is where Jesus would grow up and where he would spend the 
most time during his three years of active ministry. The prophet Isaiah predicted that the land of 
Naphtali would be humbled but would later be filled with glory (Isaiah 9:1). 

 

The Land Given to Dan 
40The seventh allotment of land went to the clans of the tribe of Dan. 



41The land allocated as their homeland included the following towns: Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir-
shemesh, 42Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah, 43Elon, Timnah, Ekron, 44Eltekeh, Gibbethon, 
Baalath, 45Jehud, Bene-berak, Gath-rimmon, 46Me-jarkon, Rakkon, and the territory across 
from Joppa. 

47But the tribe of Dan had trouble taking possession of their land, so they attacked the 
town of Laish. They captured it, slaughtered its people, and settled there. They renamed 
the town Dan after their ancestor.  

48The homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe of Dan included these towns and their 
surrounding villages. 

The tribe of Dan found that some of their land was difficult to conquer, so they chose to migrate 
to Laish, where they knew victory would be easier. They did not carry out God’s will. Anyone 
can trust God when the going is easy. But our faith and courage are put to the test when 
everything looks impossible. Have faith that God is great enough to tackle your most difficult 
situations, especially when God is the one who placed you there. 

 

The Land Given to Joshua 
49After all the land was divided among the tribes, the Israelites gave a piece of land to 
Joshua as his allocation. 50For the LORD had said he could have any town he wanted. He 
chose Timnath-serah in the hill country of Ephraim. He rebuilt the town and lived there.  

51These are the territories that Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the tribal 
leaders allocated as grants of land to the tribes of Israel by casting sacred lots in the 
presence of the LORD at the entrance of the Tabernacle at Shiloh. So the division of the 
land was completed.  

There were several good reasons for establishing these well-set boundaries instead of turning 
the Promised Land into a single undivided nation: (1) The boundaries gave each tribe ownership 
of an area, promoting loyalty and unity that would strengthen each tribe. (2) The boundaries 
delineated areas of responsibility and privilege, which would help each tribe develop and 
mature. (3) The boundaries reduced conflicts that might have broken out if everyone had 
wanted to live in the choicest areas. (4) The boundaries fulfilled the promised inheritance for 
each tribe, many declared in the blessings given many years earlier by Jacob (Genesis 48:21-
22). 
 
SCRIPTURES TO MEDITATE ON: 

• 2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV): 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and 
of love and of a sound mind. 

• Matthew 10:28 (NKJV): 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in [h]hell.  

• Hebrews 13:5-6 (NKJV): 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content 
with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23446h


forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly say:  “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.  What 
can man do to me?” 

• Joshua 1:9 (NKJV): 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good 
courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you 
wherever you go.” 
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