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Psalms 18:2-3 (ESV) 
2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, 
                  my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
                 my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
3 I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, 
               and I am saved from my enemies. 

 
The Cities of Refuge 
1Then the Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Say to the people of Israel, ‘Appoint 
the cities of refuge, of which I spoke to you through Moses, 3 that the 
manslayer who strikes any person without intent or unknowingly may 
flee there. They shall be for you a refuge from the avenger of blood.  

Genesis 9:6 (ESV) 
6 “Whoever sheds the blood of man, 
                 by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his 
own image. 

Numbers 35:33-34 (ESV) 
33 You shall not pollute the land in which you live, for blood pollutes the land, and no 
atonement can be made for the land for the blood that is shed in it, except by the 
blood of the one who shed it. 34 You shall not defile the land in which you live, in the 
midst of which I dwell, for I the LORD dwell in the midst of the people of Israel.” 

4He shall flee to one of these cities and shall stand at the entrance of the gate of the city 
and explain his case to the elders of that city. Then they shall take him into the city and 
give him a place, and he shall remain with them. 5 And if the avenger of blood pursues 
him, they shall not give up the manslayer into his hand, because he struck his neighbor 
unknowingly, and did not hate him in the past. 6 And he shall remain in that city until he 
has stood before the congregation for judgment, until the death of him who is high priest 
at the time. Then the manslayer may return to his own town and his own home, to the 
town from which he fled.’” 

7 So they set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the hill country of Naphtali, and Shechem in the 
hill country of Ephraim, and Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the hill country of 
Judah. 8 And beyond the Jordan east of Jericho, they appointed Bezer in the wilderness 
on the tableland, from the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead, from the tribe of Gad, 
and Golan in Bashan, from the tribe of Manasseh. 9 These were the cities designated for 
all the people of Israel and for the stranger sojourning among them, that anyone who 
killed a person without intent could flee there, so that he might not die by the hand of the 
avenger of blood, till he stood before the congregation. 
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A new nation in a new land needed a new government. Many years earlier God had told Moses 
how this government should function. One thing God wanted the Israelites to do when they 
entered the Promised Land was to designate certain cities as “cities of refuge.” These were to 
be set aside throughout the land. Their purpose was to prevent injustice, especially in cases of 
revenge. For example, those who accidentally killed someone else could flee to a city of refuge 
to be safe until they could have a fair trial. The Levites were in charge of these cities. They were 
to ensure that God’s principles of justice and fairness were kept. (For more on cities of refuge, 
see the notes on Numbers 35:6 and 35:9-29.) 

Hebrews 6:18-20 (ESV) 
18 so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 
who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the 
hope set before us. 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a 
hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as 
a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of 
Melchizedek. 
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The Towns Given to the Levites 

1Then the heads of the fathers' houses of the Levites came to Eleazar the priest and to 
Joshua the son of Nun and to the heads of the fathers' houses of the tribes of the people 
of Israel. 2 And they said to them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, “The LORD commanded 
through Moses that we be given cities to dwell in, along with their pasturelands for our 
livestock.” 3 So by command of the LORD the people of Israel gave to the Levites the 
following cities and pasturelands out of their inheritance. 

The Levites were to serve on behalf of all the people, so they were given cities scattered 
throughout the land. Their role was changing. Earlier, they had helped the priests with the 
sacrifices and set up the Tabernacle when it moved. Later, during the New Testament period, 
some would be teachers of the Jewish law. Although Jerusalem was far away from the homes of 
many Israelites, almost no one lived more than a day’s journey from a Levitical city, so they had 
no excuse for losing contact with their spiritual leaders. 

4 The lot came out for the clans of the Kohathites. So those Levites who were 
descendants of Aaron the priest received by lot from the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and 
Benjamin, thirteen cities. 

5 And the rest of the Kohathites received by lot from the clans of the tribe of Ephraim, 
from the tribe of Dan and the half-tribe of Manasseh, ten cities. 



6 The Gershonites received by lot from the clans of the tribe of Issachar, from the tribe of 
Asher, from the tribe of Naphtali, and from the half-tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen 
cities. 

7 The Merarites according to their clans received from the tribe of Reuben, the tribe of 
Gad, and the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities. 

8 These cities and their pasturelands the people of Israel gave by lot to the Levites, as 
the LORD had commanded through Moses. 

9 Out of the tribe of the people of Judah and the tribe of the people of Simeon they gave 
the following cities mentioned by name, 10 which went to the descendants of Aaron, one 
of the clans of the Kohathites who belonged to the people of Levi; since the lot fell to 
them first. 11 They gave them Kiriath-arba (Arba being the father of Anak), that is 
Hebron, in the hill country of Judah, along with the pasturelands around it. 12 But the 
fields of the city and its villages had been given to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as his 
possession. 

13 And to the descendants of Aaron the priest they gave Hebron, the city of refuge for the 
manslayer, with its pasturelands, Libnah with its pasturelands, 14 Jattir with its 
pasturelands, Eshtemoa with its pasturelands, 15 Holon with its pasturelands, Debir with 
its pasturelands, 16 Ain with its pasturelands, Juttah with its pasturelands, Beth-shemesh 
with its pasturelands—nine cities out of these two tribes; 17 then out of the tribe of 
Benjamin, Gibeon with its pasturelands, Geba with its pasturelands, 18 Anathoth with its 
pasturelands, and Almon with its pasturelands—four cities. 19 The cities of the 
descendants of Aaron, the priests, were in all thirteen cities with their pasturelands. 

20 As to the rest of the Kohathites belonging to the Kohathite clans of the Levites, the 
cities allotted to them were out of the tribe of Ephraim. 21 To them were given 
Shechem, the city of refuge for the manslayer, with its pasturelands in the hill country of 
Ephraim, Gezer with its pasturelands, 22 Kibzaim with its pasturelands, Beth-horon with 
its pasturelands—four cities; 23 and out of the tribe of Dan, Elteke with its pasturelands, 
Gibbethon with its pasturelands, 24 Aijalon with its pasturelands, Gath-rimmon with its 
pasturelands—four cities; 25 and out of the half-tribe of Manasseh, Taanach with its 
pasturelands, and Gath-rimmon with its pasturelands—two cities. 26 The cities of the 
clans of the rest of the Kohathites were ten in all with their pasturelands. 

27 And to the Gershonites, one of the clans of the Levites, were given out of the half-tribe 
of Manasseh, Golan in Bashan with its pasturelands, the city of refuge for the manslayer, 
and Beeshterah with its pasturelands—two cities; 28 and out of the tribe of Issachar, 
Kishion with its pasturelands, Daberath with its pasturelands, 29 Jarmuth with its 
pasturelands, En-gannim with its pasturelands—four cities; 30 and out of the tribe of 
Asher, Mishal with its pasturelands, Abdon with its pasturelands, 31 Helkath with its 
pasturelands, and Rehob with its pasturelands—four cities; 32 and out of the tribe of 
Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with its pasturelands, the city of refuge for the manslayer, 
Hammoth-dor with its pasturelands, and Kartan with its pasturelands—three cities. 33 The 
cities of the several clans of the Gershonites were in all thirteen cities with their 
pasturelands. 



34 And to the rest of the Levites, the Merarite clans, were given out of the tribe of Zebulun, 
Jokneam with its pasturelands, Kartah with its pasturelands, 35 Dimnah with its 
pasturelands, Nahalal with its pasturelands—four cities; 36 and out of the tribe of 
Reuben, Bezer with its pasturelands, Jahaz with its pasturelands, 37 Kedemoth with its 
pasturelands, and Mephaath with its pasturelands—four cities; 38 and out of the tribe of 
Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with its pasturelands, the city of refuge for the 
manslayer, Mahanaim with its pasturelands, 39 Heshbon with its pasturelands, Jazer with 
its pasturelands—four cities in all. 40 As for the cities of the several Merarite clans, that is, 
the remainder of the clans of the Levites, those allotted to them were in all twelve cities. 

41 The cities of the Levites in the midst of the possession of the people of Israel were in 
all forty-eight cities with their pasturelands. 42 These cities each had its pasturelands 
around it. So it was with all these cities. 

43 Thus the LORD gave to Israel all the land that he swore to give to their fathers. And they 
took possession of it, and they settled there. 44 And the LORD gave them rest on every 
side just as he had sworn to their fathers. Not one of all their enemies had withstood 
them, for the LORD had given all their enemies into their hands. 45 Not one word of all the 
good promises that the LORD had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass. 

God proved faithful in fulfilling every promise he had given to Israel. Fulfillment of some 
promises took several years, but “not a single one of all the good promises the LORD had given 
to the family of Israel was left unfulfilled.” God’s promises will be fulfilled according to his 
timetable, not ours, but we know that his word is sure. The more we learn of those promises 
God has fulfilled and continues to fulfill, the easier it is to hope for those yet to come. Sometimes 
we become impatient, wanting God to act in a certain way now. Instead, we should faithfully do 
what we know he wants us to do and trust him for the future. 
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