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The Land Given to Ephraim and West Manasseh 
1The allotment for the descendants of Joseph extended from the Jordan River near 
Jericho, east of the springs of Jericho, through the wilderness and into the hill 
country of Bethel. 2From Bethel (that is, Luz) it ran over to Ataroth in the territory 
of the Arkites. 3Then it descended westward to the territory of the Japhletites as far 
as Lower Beth-horon, then to Gezer and over to the Mediterranean Sea.  
4This was the homeland allocated to the families of Joseph’s sons, Manasseh and 
Ephraim. 

Although Joseph was one of Jacob’s 12 sons, he did not have a tribe named after him. 
This was because Jacob took Joseph’s sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, as his own 
(Genesis 48:5), and their inheritance fulfilled the blessing Jacob had spoken over 
Joseph and by extension his sons (Genesis 49:22-26). Through his two sons, Joseph, 
as the oldest son of Jacob’s wife Rachel, received a double portion of the inheritance. 
The largest territory and the greatest influence in the northern half of Israel belonged to 
their tribes. 

The Land Given to Ephraim 
5The following territory was given to the clans of the tribe of Ephraim.  
The boundary of their homeland began at Ataroth-addar in the east. From there it 
ran to Upper Beth-horon, 6then on to the Mediterranean Sea. From Micmethath on 
the north, the boundary curved eastward past Taanath-shiloh to the east of Janoah. 
7From Janoah it turned southward to Ataroth and Naarah, touched Jericho, and 
ended at the Jordan River. 8From Tappuah the boundary extended westward, 
following the Kanah Ravine to the Mediterranean Sea. This is the homeland 
allocated to the clans of the tribe of Ephraim. 

9In addition, some towns with their surrounding villages in the territory allocated 
to the half-tribe of Manasseh were set aside for the tribe of Ephraim. 10They did not 
drive the Canaanites out of Gezer, however, so the people of Gezer live as slaves 
among the people of Ephraim to this day.  

Occasionally the text says the Israelites did not drive out the people of the land (see 
also 15:63; 17:12). This was contrary to God’s explicit desire and command (13:1-6). 
The failure to remove completely the pagan people and their gods from the land would 
cause many problems for the nation. The book of Judges records many of these 
struggles. 
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The Land Given to West Manasseh 
1The next allotment of land was given to the half-tribe of Manasseh, the 
descendants of Joseph’s older son. Makir, the firstborn son of Manasseh, was the 
father of Gilead. Because his descendants were experienced soldiers, the regions 
of Gilead and Bashan on the east side of the Jordan had already been given to 
them. 2So the allotment on the west side of the Jordan was for the remaining 
families within the clans of the tribe of Manasseh: Abiezer, Helek, Asriel, 
Shechem, Hepher, and Shemida. These clans represent the male descendants of 
Manasseh son of Joseph. 

3However, Zelophehad, a descendant of Hepher son of Gilead, son of Makir, son 
of Manasseh, had no sons. He had only daughters, whose names were Mahlah, 
Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 4These women came to Eleazar the priest, 
Joshua son of Nun, and the Israelite leaders and said, “The LORD commanded 
Moses to give us a grant of land along with the men of our tribe.”  So Joshua 
gave them a grant of land along with their uncles, as the LORD had commanded.  

Although women did not traditionally inherit property in Israelite society, Joshua carried 
out God’s earlier instructions to Moses and gave these five daughters justice despite the 
tradition, letting them inherit the land their father deserved (see Numbers 27:1-11). In 
fact, God had told Moses to add a law that would help other families in similar 
circumstances pass along property fairly. Joshua was now carrying out this law. We can 
easily refuse to honor a reasonable request because “we have never done it that way 
before.” But, like Moses and Joshua, we should look carefully at the intent of the law 
and the merits of each case before deciding. 

5As a result, Manasseh’s total allocation came to ten parcels of land, in addition 
to the land of Gilead and Bashan across the Jordan River, 6because the female 
descendants of Manasseh received a grant of land along with the male 
descendants. (The land of Gilead was given to the rest of the male descendants 
of Manasseh.) 

7The boundary of the tribe of Manasseh extended from the border of Asher to 
Micmethath, near Shechem. Then the boundary went south from Micmethath to 
the settlement near the spring of Tappuah. 8The land surrounding Tappuah 
belonged to Manasseh, but the town of Tappuah itself, on the border of 
Manasseh’s territory, belonged to the tribe of Ephraim. 9From the spring of 
Tappuah, the boundary of Manasseh followed the Kanah Ravine to the 
Mediterranean Sea. Several towns south of the ravine were inside Manasseh’s 
territory, but they actually belonged to the tribe of Ephraim. 10In general, however, 
the land south of the ravine belonged to Ephraim, and the land north of the ravine 
belonged to Manasseh. Manasseh’s boundary ran along the northern side of the 
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ravine and ended at the Mediterranean Sea. North of Manasseh was the territory 
of Asher, and to the east was the territory of Issachar.  

11The following towns within the territory of Issachar and Asher, however, were 
given to Manasseh: Beth-shan, Ibleam, Dor (that is, Naphoth-dor), Endor, 
Taanach, and Megiddo, each with their surrounding settlements.  

12But the descendants of Manasseh were unable to occupy these towns because 
the Canaanites were determined to stay in that region.  13Later, however, when the 
Israelites became strong enough, they forced the Canaanites to work as slaves. 
But they did not drive them out of the land.  

14The descendants of Joseph came to Joshua and asked, “Why have you given 
us only one portion of land as our homeland when the LORD has blessed us with 
so many people?”  

15Joshua replied, “If there are so many of you, and if the hill country of Ephraim is 
not large enough for you, clear out land for yourselves in the forest where the 
Perizzites and Rephaites live.”  

16The descendants of Joseph responded, “It’s true that the hill country is not 
large enough for us. But all the Canaanites in the lowlands have iron chariots, 
both those in Beth-shan and its surrounding settlements and those in the valley 
of Jezreel. They are too strong for us.” 

17Then Joshua said to the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, the descendants of 
Joseph, “Since you are so large and strong, you will be given more than one 
portion. 18The forests of the hill country will be yours as well. Clear as much of 
the land as you wish, and take possession of its farthest corners. And you will 
drive out the Canaanites from the valleys, too, even though they are strong and 
have iron chariots.” 

Notice the two contrasting attitudes toward settling the Promised Land: Caleb took what 
God gave him and moved ahead to fulfill God’s plan for him (14:12). He was confident 
that God would help him drive out the wicked inhabitants and that he would soon fully 
occupy his land (15:14-15). In contrast, the two tribes of Joseph were given rich land 
and lots of it, but they were afraid to drive out the inhabitants and take full possession of 
it. Instead, they begged for more land. But Joshua asked them to prove their sincerity 
first by clearing the unclaimed forest areas. The tribes agreed but then failed to do so 
(Judges 1:27). 
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