
BIBLE STUDY MARCH 17, 2021 
As the book of Joshua opens, the Israelites are camped along the east bank of the Jordan River at the very edge of the 
promised land. Thirty-nine years earlier (after spending a year at Mount Sinai receiving God’s law), the Israelites had an 
opportunity to enter the promised land, but they failed to trust God to give them victory.  As a result, God did not allow 
them to enter the land, but made them wander in the desert until the disobedient generation had all died.  But now is their 
time. 
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22Then Joshua said, “Remove the rocks covering the opening of the cave, and bring the five 
kings to me.” 23So they brought the five kings out of the cave—the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, 
Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon. 24When they brought them out, Joshua told the commanders of 
his army, “Come and put your feet on the kings’ necks.” And they did as they were told. 

Placing a foot on the neck of a captive was a common military practice in the ancient Middle East. It 
symbolized the victor’s domination of his captives. These proud kings had boasted of their power. 
Now all Israel could see that God was superior to any earthly army. 

25“Don’t ever be afraid or discouraged,” Joshua told his men. “Be strong and courageous, for 
the LORD is going to do this to all of your enemies.” 26Then Joshua killed each of the five kings 
and impaled them on five sharpened poles, where they hung until evening.  

With God’s help, Israel won the battle against five Amorite armies. Such a triumph was part of God’s 
daily business as he worked with his people for victory. Joshua told his men never to be afraid 
because God would give them similar victories over all their enemies. God has often protected us and 
won victories for us. The same God who empowered Joshua and who has led us in the past will help 
us with our present and future needs. Reminding ourselves of his help in the past will give us hope for 
the struggles that lie ahead. 

27As the sun was going down, Joshua gave instructions for the bodies of the kings to be taken 
down from the poles and thrown into the cave where they had been hiding. Then they covered 
the opening of the cave with a pile of large rocks, which remains to this very day.  

 
Israel Destroys the Southern Towns 
28That same day Joshua captured and destroyed the town of Makkedah. He killed everyone in 
it, including the king, leaving no survivors. He destroyed them all, and he killed the king of 
Makkedah as he had killed the king of Jericho. 29Then Joshua and the Israelites went to Libnah 
and attacked it. 30There, too, the LORD gave them the town and its king. He killed everyone in 
it, leaving no survivors. Then Joshua killed the king of Libnah as he had killed the king of 
Jericho. 

31From Libnah, Joshua and the Israelites went to Lachish and attacked it. 32Here again, the LORD 
gave them Lachish. Joshua took it on the second day and killed everyone in it, just as he had 
done at Libnah. 33During the attack on Lachish, King Horam of Gezer arrived with his army to 
help defend the town. But Joshua’s men killed him and his army, leaving no survivors. 



Notice that after every Israelite victory, the text gives the credit to the Lord. All of Israel’s victories 
came from God. When we are successful, we may be tempted to take all the credit and glory as 
though we succeeded by ourselves, in our own strength. In reality, God gives us the victories, and he 
alone delivers us from our enemies. We should give him the credit and praise him for his goodness. 

34Then Joshua and the Israelite army went on to Eglon and attacked it. 35They captured it that 
day and killed everyone in it. He completely destroyed everyone, just as he had done at Lachish. 
36From Eglon, Joshua and the Israelite army went up to Hebron and attacked it. 37They captured 
the town and killed everyone in it, including its king, leaving no survivors. They did the same 
thing to all of its surrounding villages. And just as he had done at Eglon, he completely 
destroyed the entire population. 

38Then Joshua and the Israelites turned back and attacked Debir. 39He captured the town, its 
king, and all of its surrounding villages. He completely destroyed everyone in it, leaving no 
survivors. He did to Debir and its king just what he had done to Hebron and to Libnah and its 
king. 

40So Joshua conquered the whole region—the kings and people of the hill country, the Negev, 
the western foothills, and the mountain slopes. He completely destroyed everyone in the land, 
leaving no survivors, just as the LORD, the God of Israel, had commanded. 41Joshua 
slaughtered them from Kadesh-barnea to Gaza and from the region around the town of Goshen 
up to Gibeon. 42Joshua conquered all these kings and their land in a single campaign, for the 
LORD, the God of Israel, was fighting for his people.  

God had commanded Joshua to take leadership in ridding the land of sin so God’s people could 
occupy it. Joshua did his part thoroughly, leading the united army to weaken the inhabitants. When 
God asks us to do something, we must not pause to debate, consider the options, negotiate a 
compromise, or rationalize. Instead, like Joshua, our response must be swift and complete. Let us 
ruthlessly avoid relationships and activities that can keep us from hearing and heeding God’s 
commands. 

43Then Joshua and the Israelite army returned to their camp at Gilgal. 

 

Thoughts we can glean from this: 

• God owns everything! 

Psalms 24:1 – The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that 
dwell therein. 

Psalms 50:10 – For every beast of the forest is mine, and cattle upon a thousand hills. 

• Know your enemy! (The circumstances you are seeking victory over) 
• All battles are not the same. 
• Be confident that you are obeying what God wants. 
• Find out the strategy needed for “this” battle. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (KJV) – “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. verse 6 – in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” 



• If you fail the first time,” don’t quit”, get up, learn what went wrong and try again. 
• The length of the battles are not all the same. 
• There are times you must encourage yourself. 
• Don’t let “fear” be a hinder in your battle. 
• Every victory strengthens your faith to face the next battle. 
• After every victory, make sure to give God all the glory! 

2 Corinthians 2:14 (KJV) – “Now thanks be unto God, which “always” causeth us to triumph 
in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

 


	BIBLE STUDY MARCH 17, 2021
	JOSHUA 10 AMPLIFIED BIBLE (P2)

