
Bible Study February 10, 2021 
As the book of Joshua opens, the Israelites are camped along the east bank of the Jordan River at the very edge of the 
promised land. Thirty-nine years earlier (after spending a year at Mount Sinai receiving God’s law), the Israelites had an 
opportunity to enter the promised land, but they failed to trust God to give them victory.  As a result, God did not allow 
them to enter the land, but made them wander in the desert until the disobedient generation had all died.  But now is their 
time. 
 

JOSHUA 6 AMPLIFIED BIBLE 
 
The Conquest of Jericho 
1 Now Jericho [a fortified city with high walls] was tightly closed because [of the people’s fear] 
of the sons of Israel; no one went out or came in.  

 

The city of Jericho, built thousands of years before Joshua was born, was one of the oldest cities in 
the world. In some places it had fortified walls up to 25 feet high and 20 feet thick. Soldiers standing 
guard on top of the walls could see for miles. Jericho was a symbol of military power and strength—
the Canaanites considered it invincible. 

Israel would attack this city first, and its destruction would put the fear of God’s people into the heart 
of every person in Canaan. The Canaanites saw Israel’s God as a nature god because he had parted 
the Jordan River and as a war god because he had defeated Sihon and Og. But the Canaanites did 
not consider him a fortress god—one who could prevail against a walled city. The defeat of Jericho 
showed that Israel’s God was not only superior to the Canaanite gods but also invincible. 

 
2 The Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and the 
mighty warriors. 3 Now you shall march around the city, all the men of war circling the city 
once. You shall do this [once each day] for six days. 4 Also, seven priests shall carry seven 
trumpets [made] of rams’ horns ahead of the ark; then on the seventh day you shall march 
around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 When they make a long 
blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall cry 
out with a great shout (battle cry); and the wall of the city will fall down in its place, and the 
people shall go up, each man [going] straight ahead [climbing over the rubble].” 

 

God told Joshua that Jericho was already delivered into his hands—the enemy was already defeated! 
What confidence Joshua must have had as he went into battle. Christians also fight against a 
defeated enemy. Our enemy, Satan, has been defeated by Christ (Romans 8:37-39; Hebrews 2:14-
15; 1 John 3:8).  

Romans 8:37-39 (AMP) 
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors and gain an overwhelming victory 
through Him who loved us [so much that He died for us]. 38 For I am convinced [and 
continue to be convinced—beyond any doubt] that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor things present and threatening, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 



nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the 
[unlimited] love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Hebrews 2:14-15 (AMP) 
14 Therefore, since [these His] children share in flesh and blood [the physical nature of 
mankind], He Himself in a similar manner also shared in the same [physical nature, but 
without sin], so that through [experiencing] death He might make powerless (ineffective, 
impotent) him who had the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and [that He] might 
free all those who through [the haunting] fear of death were held in slavery throughout 
their lives. 

1 John 3:8 (AMP) 
8 The one who practices sin [separating himself from God, and offending Him by acts of 
disobedience, indifference, or rebellion] is of the devil [and takes his inner character 
and moral values from him, not God]; for the devil has sinned and violated God’s law 
from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of 
the devil. 

  

Although we still fight battles every day and sin runs rampant in the world, we have the assurance 
that the war has already been won. We do not have to be paralyzed by the power of a defeated 
enemy; we can overcome him through Christ’s power. 

 

Why did God give Joshua all these complicated instructions for the battle? Several answers 
are possible:  

1) God was making it undeniably clear that the battle would depend upon him, not upon Israel’s 
weapons and expertise. This is why priests carrying the Ark, not soldiers, led the Israelites into 
battle.  

2) God’s method of taking the city accentuated the terror already felt in Jericho (2:9).  
3) This strange military maneuver was a test of the Israelites’ faith and their willingness to follow 

God completely. The blowing of the horns had a special significance. The same horns used in 
their religious festivals were to be blown in their battles to remind them that their victory would 
come from the Lord, not their own military might (Numbers 10:9-10). 

 

Numbers 10:9-10 (AMP) 
9 When you go to war in your land against the enemy that attacks you, then sound an alarm 
with the trumpets, so that you may be remembered before the Lord your God, and you 
shall be saved from your enemies. 10 Also in the day of rejoicing, and in your appointed 
feasts, and at the beginnings of your months, you shall sound the trumpets over your 
burnt offerings, and over the sacrifice of your peace offerings; and they shall be as a 
reminder of you before your God. I am the Lord your God.” 

 

 



GOD DECLARES, GOD INSTRUCTS 

• God instructed Noah with exact measurements for the ark, God gives clear instructions for 
the fighting Jericho. 

• When God tells you to do something, He is obligated to give you the instructions to fulfill it.  

 
6 So Joshua the son of Nun called for the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the 
covenant, and have seven priests carry seven trumpets made of rams’ horns ahead of the ark 
of the Lord.” 7 He said to the people, “Go forward! March around the city, and let the armed 
men go ahead of the ark of the Lord.” 8 And it was so, that when Joshua had spoken to the 
people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets made of rams’ horns went on before the 
Lord and blew the trumpets; then the ark of the covenant of the Lord went behind them. 9 The 
armed men went in front of the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard came after 
the ark, while the priests continued to blow the trumpets. 10 But Joshua commanded the 
people, “You shall not shout [the battle cry] nor let your voice be heard nor let a word come 
out of your mouth, until the day I tell you to shout. Then you shall shout!” 11 So Joshua had 
the ark of the Lord taken around the city [on the first day], circling it once; then they came 
back into the camp and spent the night in the camp. 

 
12 Then Joshua got up early in the morning [on the second day], and the priests took up the 
ark of the Lord. 13 The seven priests carrying the seven trumpets made of rams’ horns ahead 
of the ark of the Lord went on continually, blowing the trumpets; and the armed men went 
ahead of them and the rear guard came after the ark of the Lord, while the priests continued to 
blow the trumpets. 14 On the second day they marched around the city once, and returned to 
the camp; they did this for six days. 

 
15 Then on the seventh day they got up early at daybreak and marched around the city in the 
same way seven times; only on that day they marched around the city seven times. 16 And the 
seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout! 
For the Lord has given you the city. 17 The city and everything that is in it shall be under the 
ban [that is, designated to be destroyed as a form of tribute] to the Lord; only Rahab the 
prostitute and all [the people] who are with her in her house shall [be allowed to] live, because 
she hid and protected the messengers (scouts) whom we sent. 18 But as for you, keep 
yourselves [away] from the things under the ban [which are to be destroyed], so that you do 
not covet them and take some of the things under the ban [for personal gain], and put the 
camp of Israel under the ban (doomed to destruction), and bring disaster upon it. 19 All the 
silver and gold and articles of bronze and iron are holy (consecrated) to the Lord; they shall 
go into the treasury of the Lord.” 20 So the people shouted [the battle cry], and the priests blew 
the trumpets. When the people heard the sound of the trumpet, they raised a great shout and 
the wall [of Jericho] fell down, so that the sons of Israel went up into the city, every man 
straight ahead [climbing over the rubble], and they overthrew the city. 21 Then they utterly 
destroyed everything that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox and 
sheep and donkey, with the edge of the sword. 



 

Why did God demand that the Israelites destroy almost everyone and everything in Jericho? He was 
carrying out severe judgment against the wickedness of the Canaanites. This kind of judgment, called 
a ban, usually required that everything be destroyed (see Deuteronomy 12:2-3; 13:12-18). Because 
of their evil practices and intense idolatry, the Canaanites were a stronghold of rebellion against God. 
This threat to the right kind of living God required had to be removed. If not, it would affect and spread 
throughout all Israel like cancer. A few people and some items in Jericho were not destroyed, but 
these were special cases.  

 
22 But Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house 
and bring the woman and all that she has out of there, as you have sworn to her.” 23 So the 
young men, the spies, went in and brought out Rahab and her father and her mother and her 
brothers and everything that she had; they also brought out all her relatives and allowed them 
to stay outside the camp of Israel [at Gilgal during the time required for ceremonial cleansing]. 
24 Then they completely burned the city and everything that was in it. They put only the silver 
and the gold, and the articles of bronze and of iron, into the treasury of the house (tabernacle) 
of the Lord. 25 So Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her father’s household and 
everything that she had; and she has lived among Israel to this day, because she hid the 
messengers (scouts) whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.26 Then Joshua made them take an 
oath at that time, saying, “Cursed before the Lord is the man who rises up and rebuilds this 
city, Jericho; with the loss of his firstborn he shall lay its foundation, and with the loss of his 
youngest son he shall set up its gates.” 27 So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame was in 
all the land. 

 

This curse was fulfilled in 1 Kings 16:34 when a man named Hiel rebuilt Jericho and consequently 
lost his oldest and youngest sons. Some interpreters believe that Hiel actually sacrificed his sons and 
placed them in the foundation and gate masonry to ward off evil. 

 


