
Bible Study January 6, 2021 
As the book of Joshua opens, the Israelites are camped along the east bank of the Jordan River at the very edge of the 
promised land. Thirty-nine years earlier (after spending a year at Mount Sinai receiving God’s law), the Israelites had an 
opportunity to enter the promised land, but they failed to trust God to give them victory.  As a result, God did not allow 
them to enter the land, but made them wander in the desert until the disobedient generation had all died.  But now is their 
time. 
 
We closed out last week with God telling Joshua that he would lead God’s people into the promised 
land and that he needed to be strong and confident to do it. His strength would come through him 
meditating on God’s word and his focus on the goal. Now we see Joshua begins to execute God's 
orders. 
 
Joshua 1:10-18 (AMP) 
Joshua Assumes Command 
10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, 11 “Go throughout the camp 
and command the people, saying, ‘Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are to 
cross this [river] Jordan, to go in to take possession of the land which the Lord your God is 
giving you to possess [as an inheritance].’” 

A. If we have not learned anything from 2020, preparation is most, because the worst can happen 
B. I have learned that the luckiest people are often the most prepared 
C. Proper preparation prevents poor performance 

Matthew 25:5-10 (NLT) 
5 When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep.6 “At 
midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out 
and meet him!’ 7 “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8 Then the five 
foolish ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are 
going out.’9 “But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a shop 
and buy some for yourselves.’10 “But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom 
came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door 
was locked. 

 
 
12 To the Reubenites and to the Gadites and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said,  

A. During the previous year the tribes of Reuben and Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh had 
asked Moses if they could settle just east of the promised land.  

B. The area was excellent pastureland for their large flocks. 
C. Moses agreed to give them the land on one condition that they help their fellow tribes into the 

and Conquer the Promised Land. 
D. Only after the land was conquered could they return to their homes.  
E. Now it was time for these three tribes to live up to their agreement.  

 
 
13 “Remember the word which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, ‘The 
Lord your God is giving you rest (peace) and will give you this land [east of the Jordan].’ 
  



A. God was giving the people rest.  
B. This was wonderful news to these people who have been on the move for their entire lives.  
C. The people who had no land would be given land of their own and they would be able to settle 

and to rest. 
D. 4 commands- Preparation for Journey 

1. Pass through the host 
2. Command the people 
3. Prepare food for the journey 
4. Remember the word of Moses that you shall help your brethren conquer Canaan and 

then you shall settle in your possessions v.13-15. This command was to the tribes east 
of the Jordan. According to 4:13 only 40,000 soldiers out of 110,000 went over into the 
land of Canaan to help their brethren -Num. 26:7,18,34. The 70,000 remained in the 
land with the women and children to protect them and their new possessions 

 
 
14 Your wives, your children, and your cattle shall [be allowed to] stay in the land which Moses 
gave you on this [eastern] side of the Jordan, but you shall go across [the river] before your 
brothers (the other tribes) armed for battle, all your brave warriors, and you shall help them 
[conquer and take possession of their land], 15 until the Lord gives your brothers rest, as He 
has given you, and they also take possession of the land which the Lord your God is giving 
them. Then you shall [be allowed to] return to your own land, and take possession of that 
which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 
16 They answered Joshua, saying, “All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever 
you send us we will go.  

A. If everyone had tried to conquer the promised land his own way, chaos would have resulted.  
B. In order to complete the enormous task of conquering the land, everyone had to agree to the 

leader’s plan and be willing to support and obey him.  
C. If we're going to complete the task God has given us we must fully agree to his plan, pledge 

ourselves to obey it, and put his principal into action.  
D. Agreeing to God's plan means both knowing what the plan is (as found the Bible) and carrying 

it out daily. 
E. God is a God of order 

Jeremiah 29:11 (AMP) 
11 For I know the plans and thoughts that I have for you,’ says the Lord, ‘plans for peace 
and well-being and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 (AMP) 
5 Trust in and rely confidently on the Lord with all your heart and do not rely on your 
own insight or understanding. 6 In all your ways know and acknowledge and recognize 
Him, And He will make your paths straight and smooth [removing obstacles that block 
your way]. 
 
Psalm 37:23 (AMP) 
23 The steps of a [good and righteous] man are directed and established by the Lord, 
And He delights in his way [and blesses his path]. 

  



 
17 Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so will we obey you; only may the Lord your God be 
with you as He was with Moses. 18 Any man who rebels against your command and does not 
obey everything that you command him, shall be put to death; only be strong and 
courageous.” 

A. When God commissioned Joshua, he was told three times to be strong and courageous (see 
1:6,7,9).  

B. Here, Joshua was given the same kind of encouragement from the people.  
C. Apparently, he took God's message to heart and found the strength and courage he needed in 

his relation to God.  
D. The next time you are afraid to do what you know is right, remember that strength and courage 

are readily available from God.  
 
 
KEYS TO BATTLING FEAR: 
 

2 Timothy 1:7 (AMP) 
7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity or cowardice or fear, but [He has given us a 
spirit] of power and of love and of sound judgment and personal discipline [abilities that 
result in a calm, well-balanced mind and self-control]. 
 
Psalm 23:4-5 (AMP) 
4 Even though I walk through the [sunless] valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, 
for You are with me; Your rod [to protect] and Your staff [to guide], they comfort and 
console me. 
 
1 John 4:18 (MSG) 
To Love, to Be Loved 
17-18 God is love. When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we live in God 
and God lives in us. This way, love has the run of the house, becomes at home and 
mature in us, so that we’re free of worry on Judgment Day—our standing in the world is 
identical with Christ’s. There is no room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear. 
Since fear is crippling, a fearful life—fear of death, fear of judgment—is one not yet fully 
formed in love. 
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