
Bible Study January 27, 2021 
As the book of Joshua opens, the Israelites are camped along the east bank of the Jordan River at the very edge of the 
promised land. Thirty-nine years earlier (after spending a year at Mount Sinai receiving God’s law), the Israelites had an 
opportunity to enter the promised land, but they failed to trust God to give them victory.  As a result, God did not allow 
them to enter the land, but made them wander in the desert until the disobedient generation had all died.  But now is their 
time. 
 
As we open the text tonight, we see some similarities of our present day. Here we stand at the 
Jordan river, at the start of a new chapter in Israel’s history. We have a new leader in charge 
that needs the respect of all the people, we have a new group of chosen representatives from 
the tribes, and we have a bunch of new challenges in front of the people. 

 
Memorial Stones from Jordan (Joshua 4:1-24): 

After the people safely crossed the river, what would be next? Conquering the land? Not yet. 
First, God directed them to build a memorial from 12 stones drawn from the river by 12 men, 
one from each tribe. This may seem like an insignificant step in their mission of conquering the 
land, but God did not want his people to plunge into their task without first reflecting upon all he 
had done for them up to this point as well as their need for him to be with them for their future 
challenges. They needed to pause to focus on him and remember who was guiding them. 

 
CHARACTERS IN THE STORY. 

• LORD: Yahweh - I AM  
• Joshua: New leader, he has been a number 2 but never a number 1 Now it's his turn to lead 

the country, lead the people. Needs the respect of all the people. 
• Priests: They are carrying the Ark of the Covenant in the Jordan and the water parted. 
• The Leaders: Group of representatives from the tribes. 
• People: Watching and waiting to see what happens. 

 
Jordan in Hebrew means “descend” or “flow down” 

The river is approximately 150 miles long starting at Mt Hermon mountain ranges in North down to 
the Dead Sea 

Ranges from 30 – 100 ft wide (Present Day) 
Ranges from 3 - 17 feet deep. (Present Day) 

 
 
Joshua 4:1-4 (ESV) 
When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, "Take 
twelve men from the people, from each tribe a man, and command them, saying, 'Take twelve 
stones from here out of the midst of the Jordan, from the very place where the priests' feet 
stood firmly, and bring them over with you and lay them down in the place where you lodge 
tonight.'" Then Joshua called the twelve men from the people of Israel, whom he had 
appointed, a man from each tribe.  
 
Joshua 4:1 – After they passed over...God is preparing them for the task ahead. He has to deal with 
their trust issues and faith issues. 

• God takes out a moment to help build their faith as he prepares them the task of beginning the 
conquest of the land.  



• God has been telling Joshua to fear not, now he is building their faith.  
• God wants us to remember that God is faithful, even in times of our lives where we may be 

fearful. 
• This generation wasn't full of former slaves in Egypt that had to call upon the name of the Lord 

for freedom. Most were born free or they have been free from slavery for the last 40 yrs. 
• Many didn't see the plagues, cripple Egypt. 
• Many in this generation didn't cross over the Red Sea with Moses. That generation died in the 

wilderness. (Numbers 14:29-30) 
• This generation, all they know was wilderness, wandering and waiting. 

 
Joshua 4:2 – Take twelve men from the people, from each tribe a man… 

• The same twelve appointed men chosen in Joshua 3:12 
• Joshua gives this job of selecting and carrying the memorial stones from the Jordan River to 

the chosen leaders, this is the job of the representatives, this is the job of the people from the 
tribes, the families leaders. 

• This was not the job of the priests, (the priests were carrying the ark / bearing the weight of 
ministry, lifting up the presence of the Lord so the people could experience the miracle and 
pass through) the priest were doing their job, collecting the memorials this is the job of the 
leaders; this the job of the chosen ones. We all have a job to play as we cross over. 

 
It helps if you zoom out and understand the significance of the Jordan throughout scripture. 
Throughout Scripture, the crossing of the Jordan River became symbolic of God’s miraculous power, 
the confirmation of His favor, fulfillment of promise, and the beginning of public ministry. 

• Crossing the Jordan was the place that would established Joshua as the appointed leader to 
follow Moses (Joshua 3,4) 

• Elijah and Elisha crossed the Jordan, then after the taking away of Elijah, Elisha passed my 
himself this showed that he had the favor of God on him. (2 Kings 2:8, 2:14) 

• Naaman healed of leprosy when he dipped 7 times. (2 Kings 5:14) 
• John baptized in the Jordan the repentance of sin and announced the coming of the Messiah 

(Matthew 3:5–6; Mark1:5; Luke 3:3; John1:28 
• Jesus was baptized in the Jordan (Matthew 3:13; Mark 1:9; Luke 3:21, 4:1) 

 
 
Joshua 4:5-8 (ESV) 
And Joshua said to them, "Pass on before the ark of the Lord your God into the midst of the 
Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon his shoulder, according to the number of the 
tribes of the people of Israel, that this may be a sign among you. When your children ask in 
time to come, 'What do those stones mean to you?' then you shall tell them that the waters of 
the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord . When it passed over the 
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be to the people of Israel 
a memorial forever." And the people of Israel did just as Joshua commanded and took up 
twelve stones out of the midst of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the 
people of Israel, just as the Lord told Joshua. And they carried them over with them to the 
place where they lodged and laid them down there.  
 
 



 
Joshua 4:5 – Take up a stone upon His shoulder.  

• Oftentimes the things that will give the greatest testimony may be hard to carry in the moment, 
but in end they would serve as a testimony of God's Goodness. 

 
Joshua 4:6 – This is a sign for when your children ask you questions 

• God not only wanted to build their faith God wants to build the faith of the children. - (Sidenote: 
are your kids watching the Kingdom Kidz videos that are produced every week to build their 
faith) 

• Bible says we should have an answer for men ask of the hope that is within you. (1 Peter 3:15) 
o Why do you still believe God is Able?  
o How can you know God hears you? 

• God is generational - God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The faith that was in Eunice, Lois, 
was in Timothy 

o Tell your kids the stories of God's Goodness. (Tell Bible stories, but also tell YOUR 
stories of God's faithfulness.) 

o What you do impacts generations. Do you have a faith that your children should model? 
 
Joshua 4:9 (ESV) 
And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the 
priests bearing the ark of the covenant had stood; and they are there to this day.  
 
Joshua 4:9 – They placed stones at the feet of the priests in the midst of the Jordan. 

• At the feet of the priests. Get in the presence of God and build your altar, create your 
memorial. 

• Even if you are not all the way over, determine to trust God in the middle.   
• God Sees the Memorials that you build at the bottom of the Jordan.  The ones that are not 

always visible. The testimonies you don't share on social media. God sees the secret times 
when you called on the name of the Lord and He heard you.  

• Thank God for the things that are at the bottom of the Jordan that he has done in my life. 
• There are some things you need to leave in the Jordan, old habits shouldn't go into the new 

season. Some old things you were carrying, leave it in the Jordan. Small mindsets, the spirit of 
fear, passivity, unforgiveness, jealousy leave it in the water.  

• You need a list of what God did, and what I don't do no more. Let us lay aside every weight 
and the sin that so easily beset us. (Hebrews 12:1) 

 
Memorial Stones into the water show God's Mercy 

• Baptism: Separation from Egypt 
• Remember God's mercy, His Forgiveness 
• How he saved you, raised you up and called you out 
• Deliverance from previous life, enemies 
 

Memorial Stones on dry land shows God Miracles  
• The Miracles and the Blessing of the Lord 



• These were the stones from the bottom, those out of sight, those whose edges are being 
smoothed, those that have learned to sit under pressure and rushing water. Trapped in the 
mud, hopeless. Now they are brought to light as a testimony. Your crossing over is not just 
about you, you can bring others to the light. 

• Live into righteousness 
 

God wants to show this generation, so he had to raise up leaders that will be the representatives. 
 
 
Joshua 4:10-11 (ESV) 
For the priests bearing the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until everything was finished 
that the LORD commanded Joshua to tell the people, according to all that Moses had 
commanded Joshua. The people passed over in haste. And when all the people had finished 
passing over, the ark of the LORD and the priests passed over before the people.  
 
Joshua 4:10 – The priests and the ark remained in the Jordan until all God commanded was 
finished. 

• Sometimes we look at the walls of water around us and we try to skip steps, or we don’t do all 
that God has commanded us to do because we think we don't have the time. God presence 
remained in the Jordan, the grace remained, the miracle remained so that you can do all that 
God told Joshua to do. Do all God tells you to do? His power will cover you so you can do what 
God tells you to do.   

The people crossed in haste (rapidly) 

• We must get to the point where we hear God and move rapidly. It's time to cross over.  
 
Joshua 4:11 – All the People had crossed over. 
According to Numbers 26:51 The list of the people of Israel was over 601,730. 

• In the bible, they numbered you 20 yrs and older. I want to challenge you to take territory in 
your 20.  

• I don’t have to be jealous of you or your blessing. God opened the river wide enough for over 
601,730 men plus women and children 

 
 
Joshua 4:12-13 (ESV) 
The sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh passed over armed 
before the people of Israel, as Moses had told them. About 40,000 ready for war passed over 
before the LORD for battle, to the plains of Jericho.  
 
Joshua 4:12 – Reuben, Gad, 1/2 Manasseh they went over. 40,000 soldier. Soldiers out front. 
Soldiers in the army of the Lord we need you out front. They had already settled in their territory but 
now they helped others. 
 
 
Joshua 4:14-18 (ESV) 
On that day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they stood in awe of him just 
as they had stood in awe of Moses, all the days of his life.  And the LORD said to 
Joshua,“Command the priests bearing the ark of the testimony to come up out of the 



Jordan.” So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out of the Jordan.” And when the 
priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD came up from the midst of the Jordan, and 
the soles of the priests’ feet were lifted up on dry ground, the waters of the Jordan returned to 
their place and overflowed all its banks, as before. 
 
 
Joshua 4:18 – After the priests left, the waters returned and the way was closed. Don't miss your 
time to cross. Their parents had the opportunity 40 years ago, and because they didn’t crossover a 
generation was raised in the wilderness.  
 
The ark and priests first in the water, hold down the during, last one out.  

• Jesus is the Author and Finisher of our faith. Hebrews 12:2 
• Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will 

complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; Phil. 1:6. 
 
The water returned to flood stage or overflow stage as before. This whole miracle was done in the 
flood season. This wasn't low tide. God is flexing. God can move in the most extreme of 
circumstances. God shows that even when things are at its worse, I can still move. 
 
Joshua 4:19-24 (ESV) 
The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they encamped 
at Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. And those twelve stones, which they took out of the 
Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. And he said to the people of Israel, “When your children ask 
their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’  then you shall let your children 
know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’  For the LORD your God dried up the 
waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red 
Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed over, so that all the peoples of the earth may 
know that the hand of the LORD is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God forever.” 
 
Joshua 4:22 – “let your children know.”  

• When you cross over your family will see the difference. You family will ask questions. 
• God give the script for what to tell your children. 

 
Joshua 4:23 – The same God that did it for them, is the same God that can do it for you. You heard 
about the Red Sea you experienced the Jordan. You heard about God doing it for them, God wants to 
do it for you. 
 
Joshua 4:24 – the people of earth may know. The world will see the difference. We are a living 
church, a strong church. 
 
Stones don't stack themselves. So when the world ask how you do that tell them.  
 
GATHER YOUR MEMORIAL STONES. 
How:  

1. Look over your life, share your story 
2. Look over your body, look at the memorial scars.  (Surgery scars, track marks, burns.) 



3. Look at your photos: I took this picture in 2020 and although 400,000 people have passed God 
has kept me so I can cross over into purpose. 

 
In this story we saw: 

Joshua - emerging leader 
Priests - People of God that open the way for the people. 
Chosen Men - Representatives that carry the weight and build the memorial. 
People - The people that hurry and cross over and tell your children. 

 
Who are you in this story? All 4 
1 Peter 2:9 (ESV) 
But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, 
that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light; 
 


