
Bible Study January 13, 2021 
As the book of Joshua opens, the Israelites are camped along the east bank of the Jordan River at the very edge of the 
promised land. Thirty-nine years earlier (after spending a year at Mount Sinai receiving God’s law), the Israelites had an 
opportunity to enter the promised land, but they failed to trust God to give them victory.  As a result, God did not allow 
them to enter the land, but made them wander in the desert until the disobedient generation had all died.  But now is their 
time. 
 
We closed out Chapter 1 with God telling Joseph that he would lead God’s people into the promised 
land and that he needed to be strong and confident to do it. His strength would come through him 
meditating on God’s Word and his focus on the goal. Now in Chapter 2 we see Joshua begins to 
execute God's orders. 
 
 
Joshua 2:1-14 (AMP) 
1 Joshua the son of Nun sent two men as scouts secretly from Shittim, saying, “Go, view the 
land, especially Jericho [the walled city].” So they went and came to the house of a prostitute 
named Rahab, and lodged there.  

A. Joshua himself was one of the 12 Spies sent from Kadesh and one of the only two men who 
did not rebel.  

B. Now instead of sending out 12 only two spies were sent.  They were sent secretly instead of 
publicly as the original 12. 

C. We must all learn from our mistakes or from the mistakes of others 
D. If you want something different you must do something different 
E. Here we see Godly wisdom in that before you make a move do your research 
F. Our decision-making process is based on the information and knowledge we have to make 

good decisions 
G. The purpose was to keep down all the evil reports which could get started in the camp like this 

and cause panic, should the findings of the spies be unfavorable. 
H. Joshua, while having confidence in Jehovah used all the natural means to assure success, 

doing so by faith or there would have been no works – James 2. 
I. Like any other good commander, he wanted to obtain full information regarding the site, 

approaches, and the weaknesses of the city, as well as the defenses and resources of the 
inhabitants. 

J. Joshua realized later that this was unnecessary for nothing learned was used in the fall of 
Jericho which was brought about by supernatural power. 

K. Jericho, an oasis near the Jordan River, is believed to be one of the world’s oldest inhabited 
sites. 

L. Its name is derived from the Hebrew word for “moon,” implying that it may have been a center 
of worship for various lunar gods. 

M. They went to a house of a prostitute; this lets us know that God will use anybody so let's not 
judge where the person may be right now 

N. Good can use anyone at anytime 
 
 



2 Now the king of Jericho was told, “Behold, men from the sons of Israel have come here 
tonight to spy and search out the land.”  

A. This should let us know that people are always talking, even when you’re doing a God thing 
 
 
3 So the king of Jericho sent word to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to 
you, who entered your house, because they have come [as spies] to search out all the land.”  

A. The king and his subjects were alerted to any strangers entering Jericho. 
B. The city was closed to traffic a few days later, and a tight watch was now evidently beginning 

to be maintained 
 
 
4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them; so she said, “Yes, two men came to 
me, but I did not know where they were from. 5 When it was time to close the [city] gate at 
dark, the men left; I do not know where they went. Pursue them quickly, for [if you do] you will 
overtake them.” 6 But [in fact] she had brought the scouts up to the roof and had hidden them 
under the stalks of flax which she had laid in order on the roof [to dry].  

A. She reported to the king that the men had already fled the city, so he sent men to overtake 
them before they could cross Jordan, which at this time was overflowing its banks 

B. The flat roofs of Eastern homes, being exposed to the sun and air, were well adapted for the 
ripening or drying of fruit and grain. 

C. The flax stalks, piled up on the roof to dry, made a good hiding place for the spies 
D. Flax was used to make linen and the flat rooftop of a house was a convenient place to lay the 

stalks in the sun to dry. 
 
 
7 So the [king’s] men pursued them on the road to the Jordan as far as the fords [east of 
Jericho]; as soon as the pursuers had gone out after them, the gate [of the city] was shut. 

A. The gates of the walled towns were always shut at sundown, or shortly thereafter. 
B. Travelers who failed to reach them before they were closed were compelled to spend the night 

on the outside, exposed to the storms and robbers, unless there was a needle's eye. 
C. In some cities there was a small gate in the larger one, called the needle's eye, by which 

latecomers could be admitted. 
 
8 Now before the two men lay down [to sleep], Rahab came up to them on the roof,  

A. Rahab came up to them upon the roof and they made an agreement 
 
 
9 and she said to the men, “I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that the terror and 
dread of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have melted [in despair] 
because of you. 10 For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you 
when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were 
beyond the Jordan [on the east], to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed.  

A. Notice the text says “We have heard” 
B. Remember how faith comes or fear comes 



C. Romans 10:17 
Romans 10:17 (AMP) 
17 So faith comes from hearing [what is told], and what is heard comes by the 
[preaching of the] message concerning Christ. 

D. Sea of Reeds 
E. The conquest of the land and the destruction of its inhabitants were acts of divine judgment 

decreed by God and carried out through acts of obedience by Joshua and the sons of Israel. 
 
 
11 When we heard it, our hearts melted [in despair], and a [fighting] spirit no longer remained 
in any man because of you; for the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth 
beneath.  

A. Notice the word heard and the connection with the heart 
B. There is a direct correlation between your hearing and your heart 

 
 
12 And now, please swear [an oath] to me by the Lord, since I have shown you kindness, that 
you also will show kindness to my father’s household (family), and give me a pledge of truth 
and faithfulness, 
A. Rahab was bold in her asking 
B. She also understood the power of the oath 
 
 
13 and spare my father and my mother and my brothers and my sisters, along with everyone 
who belongs to them, and let us all live.” 14 So the men said to her, “Our lives for yours if you 
do not tell [anyone about] this business of ours; then when the Lord gives us the land we will 
show you kindness and faithfulness [and keep our agreement with you].” 
 
 
8-FOLD PLEA OF RAHAB 

1) I know the Lord has given you the land 
2) Your terror has fallen upon us 
3) All Canaanites faint because of fear of you 
4) They have heard how the Lord dried up the Red Sea for you when you left Egypt 
5) They have heard what you did to the Kings of the Amorites 
6) As soon as we heard those things our hearts melted and there was no more courage in any 

man 
7) We recognize that Jehovah your Elohim is Elohim in heaven above, and in earth beneath 
8) I pray you, swear unto me by Jehovah, since I have showed you kindness, that you will show 

kindness to my father's house; and give me a pledge of your word that you will save the lives 
of my father, my mother, my brothers, my sisters, and all that they have and deliver us from 
death 

 
 



 
Matthew 1 – JESUS LINEAGE 
Matthew 1:5 (AMP) 
5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and 
Obed the father of Jesse. 
  
Hebrews 11:31 Amp 
31 By faith Rahab the prostitute was not destroyed along with those who were 
disobedient, because she had welcomed the spies [sent by the sons of Israel] in peace. 
 
James 2:25 Amp 
25 In the same way, was Rahab the prostitute not justified by works too, when she 
received the [Hebrew] spies as guests and protected them, and sent them away [to 
escape] by a different route? 
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