
Bible Study December 23, 2020 
Malachi, the last Old Testament prophet, preached after Haggai, Zechariah, and Nehemiah—
about 430 BC. The Temple had been rebuilt for almost a century, and the people were losing 
their enthusiasm for worship. Apathy and disillusionment had set in because the exciting 
messianic prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Micah had not been fulfilled. Many of the sins 
that had brought the downfall of Jerusalem in 586 were still being practiced in Judah. Malachi 
confronted the hypocrites with their sins by portraying a graphic dialogue between a righteous 
God and his hardened people. 
 
 
Final Admonition 
Malachi 4:1-6 (AMP) 
1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace, and all the arrogant (proud, self-
righteous, haughty), and every evildoer shall be stubble; and the day that is coming shall 
set them on fire,” says the Lord of hosts, “so that it will leave them neither root nor 
branch.  

A. The day already foretold in Malachi 3:2 shall be as a fire burning fiercely as a furnace, and 
"the wicked"--not only the heathen, but the murmurers themselves, so far from being 
accounted happy (Malachi 3:15) --shall be as "stubble." (Comp. Isaiah 5:24; Zephaniah 
1:18; Obadiah 1:18, &c.) 

B. Burn as an oven (a furnace).  
C. Fire is often spoken of in connection with the day of judgment and the advent of the Judge.  
D. It is a symbol of the holiness of God, which consumes all impurity, and represents the 

punishment inflicted on the ungodly (Psalm 1:8; Isaiah 10:17; Isaiah 66:15, 16; Daniel 7:9, 
10; Joel 2:30; 1 Corinthians 3:13; 2 Peter 3:7, etc.).  

E. The ungodly are regarded as a tree which is given up to be burned so that nothing of it is 
left (Root nor branch).  

F. The same metaphor is used by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:10, setup. Amos 2:9).  
Luke 16:19-31 (AMP) 
The Rich Man and Lazarus 
19 “Now there was a certain rich man who was habitually dressed in expensive purple 
and fine linen, and celebrated and lived joyously in splendor every day. 20 And a poor 
man named Lazarus, was laid at his gate, covered with sores. 21 He [eagerly] longed 
to eat the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Besides, even the dogs were 
coming and licking his sores. 22 Now it happened that the poor man died and his 
spirit was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom (paradise); and the rich 
man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades (the realm of the dead), being in torment, 
he looked up and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom (paradise). 24 
And he cried out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in severe 
agony in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you 
received your good things [all the comforts and delights], and Lazarus likewise bad 
things [all the discomforts and distresses]; but now he is comforted here [in 
paradise], while you are in severe agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you 
[people] a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to come over from 
here to you will not be able, and none may cross over from there to us.’ 27 So the 



rich man said, ‘Then, father [Abraham], I beg you to send Lazarus to my father’s 
house— 28 for I have five brothers—in order that he may solemnly warn them and 
witness to them, so that they too will not come to this place of torment.’ 29 But 
Abraham said, ‘They have [the Scriptures given by] Moses and the [writings of the] 
Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 30 He replied, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone 
from the dead goes to them, they will repent [they will change their old way of 
thinking and seek God and His righteousness].’ 31 And he said to him, ‘If they do not 
listen to [the messages of] Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even 
if someone rises from the dead.’” 

 
 
2 But for you who fear My name [with awe-filled reverence] the sun of righteousness will 
rise with healing in its wings. And you will go forward and leap [joyfully] like calves 
[released] from the stall.  

A. These last verses of the Old Testament are filled with hope.  
B. Regardless of how life looks now, God controls the future, when everything will be made 

right.  
C. We who have loved and served God look forward to a joyful celebration.  
D. He sets us free from sin and death, our problems, addictions, despair, and anything else 

that enslaves us.  
E. This hope for the future becomes ours when we trust God with our lives. 
F. On the Day of the Lord, God’s wrath toward the wicked will burn like a furnace (4:1).  
G. But he will be like the healing warmth of the sun to those who love and obey him.  
H. John the Baptist prophesied that with the coming of Jesus, the dawn was about to break 

with light for those in sin’s darkness (Luke 1:76-79).  
I. In Isaiah 60:20 and Revelation 21:23-24, we learn that no light will be needed in God’s holy 

city, because God himself will be the light. 
J. The “Sun of Righteousness” can refer both to the glory of God, whose coming will be as 

bright as a sunrise (Habakkuk 3:4), and to Jesus, the Messiah.  
K. When the Kingdom of God comes, the Lord will bring healing to all creation.  
L. When Jesus ministered on earth, he healed many (Mark 3:10; 6:13).  
M. Through his death, he brought healing from sin and disease (Isaiah 53:5).  
N. On the Day of the Lord, God will heal Israel from faithlessness (Hosea 14:4).  
O. This brings great hope for all who love and worship God.  
P. One day, water from the throne of God will produce leaves of healing for all the nations 

(Revelation 22:1-2).  
Q. Now, we should pray for God to heal us and all who suffer.  
R. One day in his marvelous presence, all who love him will be healed from all sin and 

brokenness. 
Healing Confession Scriptures: 
 Psalm 107:20  

.........He sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from their 
destructions. 



 1Peter 2:24 
..........(Jesus) bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, 
might live for righteousness -- by whose stripes you were healed. 

 Isaiah 53:5 
.............He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; 
the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. 

 Matthew 8:17 
.............He Himself took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses. 

 Exodus 15:26 
............I am the Lord who heals you. 

 Psalm 103:3 
...........Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases… 

 Exodus 23:25 
...........serve the Lord your God, and He will bless your bread and your water. And I will 
take sickness away from the midst of you. 

 Proverbs 16:24 
.........Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to 
the bones. 

 Psalm 118:17 
..........I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 

 3 John 1:2 
.............Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as 
your soul prospers. 

 James 5:15-16 
............the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if 
he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.16 Confess your trespasses to one 
another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 

 I am the Body of Christ.  I am redeemed from the curse, because Jesus bore 
my sickness and carried my diseases in His own body.  By His stripes I am 
healed.  I forbid any sickness or disease to operate in my body.  Every organ, 
every tissue of my body functions in the perfection in which God created it to 
function.  I honor God and bring glory to Him in my body (Gal. 3:13; Matt. 8:17; 
1 Pet. 2:24; 1 Cor. 6:20). 

 
SICKNESS HAS TO BOW TO THE NAME OF JESUS!! 

 
 
3 You will trample the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the 
day that I do this,” says the Lord of hosts. 
4 “Remember [with thoughtful concern] the Law of Moses My servant, the statutes and 
the ordinances which I commanded him on [Mount] Horeb [to give] to all Israel. 

A. The law of Moses, which God gave to him at Mount Sinai, became the first five books of 
the Old Testament.  

B. This law was the foundation of Israel’s civil, moral, and ceremonial life (Exodus 20; 
Deuteronomy 4:5-6).  



C. It showed the people how to live in the presence of God and follow his way.  
D. The moral laws apply to all generations. 

 
 
5 “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
terrible day of the Lord.  

A. Prophets are reformers 
B. Prophets are saviors 
C. Whenever God wants to change something, he sends a prophet 
D. Prophets are a sign of transition 

 
 
6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to 
their fathers [a reconciliation produced by repentance], so that I will not come and strike 
the land with a curse [of complete destruction].” 

A. Elijah was one of the greatest prophets who ever lived (see his story in 1 Kings 17—2 
Kings 2).  

B. With Malachi’s death, the voice of God’s prophets would be silent for 400 years.  
C. Then a prophet like Elijah would come to herald the Messiah’s coming (Matthew 17:10-

13; Luke 1:17).  
D. This prophet was John the Baptist.  
E. John prepared people’s hearts for Jesus by urging people to repent of their sins.  
F. Christ’s coming would bring not only unity and peace but also judgment on those who 

refused to turn from their sins. 
G. Malachi gives us practical guidelines about commitment to God: God deserves the best 

we have to offer (1:7-10).  
H. We must be willing to change our ways of living that do not line up with God’s way (2:1-

2).  
I. We should make family a lifelong priority (2:13-16).  
J. We should welcome God’s refining process in our lives (3:3).  
K. We should support our spiritual leaders and God’s work in the world through our tithes 

(3:8-12).  
L. We shouldn’t let pride gain a foothold in our lives (3:13-15). 

 
 
Malachi closes his messages by pointing to the great final Day of Judgment. For those who are 
committed to God, Judgment Day will be a day of joy because it will usher in eternity in God’s 
presence. Those who have ignored God will be “straw,” to be burned up (4:1). To help the people 
prepare for that Day of Judgment, God promised to send a prophet like Elijah (John the Baptist), 
who would prepare the way for Jesus, the Messiah. The New Testament begins with this prophet 
calling the people to turn from their sins and to turn toward God. Such a commitment to God 
demands great sacrifice on our part, but we can be sure it will be worth it all in the end. 
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