
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

LESSON 1: GIVE WITH A GRATEFUL HEART 
Children will learn the meaning, purpose, and benefits behind tithing and offering. 
 

TOPICS 
Giving, Offering, Tithing, Trust 

AS KIDS ARRIVE (10 minutes) 
Draw the Penny (Activity)  

WORSHIP TIME (5 minutes) 

BIBLE VERSE (12 minutes) 
"Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops." Proverbs 3:9 
NIV 
Before class, write the verse on the board. Read the verse aloud, pointing to each word as you 
read. Then explain that God wants us to acknowledge and praise Him for our wealth. That is 
how we can honor Him. (Underline the word honor.) Every time we are given something, it is 
good to thank God for it because every good and perfect gift comes from the Lord. Read the 
verse as a class one more time. 

BIBLE STORY (15 minutes) 
Introduction: 
Today, we are learning about the words tithe and offering. A tithe is a percentage of our wealth 
that we give to God. An offering is something extra we give out of the goodness of our hearts. 
We are going to read two passages about tithing and offering. The first one discusses God’s 
goodness and provision when we give and tithe to Him. 
 
Read Malachi 3:10-11 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What does God want us to do? (Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse. Not all of our 
money, just our tithe.) 
2. Are we allowed to test God to see if He will provide? (Yes.) 
3. How will we know if God has provided? (We might get more money back, more clothes, more 
food, a better car, or better house, etc. God says, "Test me in this and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have enough 
room for it." Malachi 3:10 NIV) 

Now, we are going to read about how Jacob put God to the test. Jacob promised that he would 
give a tenth of everything back to God, if God blessed and provided for him. Our story takes 
place in Bethel. Jacob just had a dream from God. He woke up and made this promise.   
 
Read Genesis 28:20-22 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What does Jacob ask from the Lord? (He asks that the Lord be with him, watch over him, 



feed and clothe him.) 
2. What do we ask from the Lord? (We ask Him to protect, feed, and clothe us. We are just like 
Jacob.) 
3. What did Jacob promise to give God? (A tenth of his living.) 
4. Do you think Jacob was happy to give to God? (Allow for discussion.)        

FUN TIME (10 minutes) 
Trusting the Provider (Activity)   

PRAYER/SNACK (10 minutes) 
Further info?  
Start by having each child come up in front of the class to thank God for something He has 
provided for him or her. Next, offer up a prayer of thanks for the snack you are about to enjoy. 

CLOSING ACTIVITY (10 minutes) 
Where Will You Place Your Coin? (Activity)   
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