
Bible Study October 14, 2020 
 

The journey continues through The Life and Times of a man named Joseph. Last 
week we covered needing to trust God’s Plan and Purpose.  This week let’s close 
on the Life of Joseph. 
 

FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 
 

THE PIT PROVIDES PROPER PERSPECTIVE PRODUCING POWER 
 
Burial Preparations and Mourning for Jacob 
Drama at the funeral 
 
Genesis 50:1-26 (AMP) 
1 Then Joseph fell upon his father’s face, and wept over him and kissed him [tenderly].  

A. When Jacob died at the age of 147 (47:28), Joseph wept and mourned for months. 
B. When someone close to us dies, we need a long period of time to work through our grief. 
C. Crying and sharing our feelings with others helps us recover and go on with life. 
D. Allow yourself and others the freedom to grieve over the loss of a loved one and give 

yourself time enough to complete your grieving process. 
 
2 Then Joseph ordered his servants the physicians to embalm (mummify) his father. So 
the physicians embalmed Israel (Jacob). 3 Now forty days were required for this, for that 
is the customary number of days [of preparation] required for embalming. And the 
Egyptians wept and grieved for him [in public mourning as they would for royalty] for 
seventy days. 

A. Embalming was typical for Egyptians but unusual for nomadic shepherds.  
B. Believing that the dead went to the next world in their physical bodies, the Egyptians 

embalmed bodies to preserve them so they could function in the world to come.  
C. Jacob’s family allowed him to be embalmed as a sign of courtesy and respect to the 

Egyptians. 
 
4 When the days of weeping and public mourning for him were past, Joseph spoke to [the 
nobles of] the house of Pharaoh, saying, “If now I have found favor in your sight, please 
speak to Pharaoh, saying, 5 ‘My father made me swear [an oath], saying, “Hear me, I am 
about to die; bury me in my tomb which I prepared for myself in the land of Canaan.” So 
now let me go up [to Canaan], please, and bury my father; then I will return.’”  

A. Joseph had proven himself trustworthy as Pharaoh’s adviser.  
B. Because of his good record, Pharaoh had little doubt that he would return to Egypt as 

promised after burying his father in Canaan.  
C. Privileges and freedom often result when we have demonstrated our trustworthiness.  



D. Since trust must be built gradually over time, take every opportunity to prove your 
reliability, even in minor matters. 

 
6 And Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your father, as he made you swear.”7 So Joseph 
went up [to Canaan] to bury his father, and with him went all the officials of Pharaoh, [the 
nobles of his court and] the elders of his household and all [the nobles and] the elders of 
the land of Egypt— 8 and all the household of Joseph and his brothers and his father’s 
household. They left only their little ones and their flocks and herds in the land of 
Goshen. 9 Both chariots and horsemen also went up [to Canaan] with Joseph; and it was 
a very great company. 10 When they came to the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond 
the Jordan, they mourned there with a great lamentation (expressions of mourning for 
the deceased) and [extreme demonstrations of] sorrow [according to Egyptian custom]; 
and Joseph observed a seven-day mourning for his father. 11 When the inhabitants of the 
land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, they said, “This is 
a grievous mourning for the Egyptians.” Therefore the place was named Abel-mizraim 
(mourning of Egypt); it is west of the Jordan. 
 
Burial at Machpelah 
12 So Jacob’s sons did for him as he had commanded them; 13 for his sons carried him to 
the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, east of Mamre, 
which Abraham bought along with the field as a burial site from Ephron the Hittite.  

A. Abraham had purchased the cave in the field of Machpelah as a burial place for his wife 
Sarah (23:1-20).  

B. It was to be a burial place for his entire family.  
C. Jacob was Abraham’s grandson, and Jacob’s sons returned to Canaan to bury him in this 

cave along with Abraham and Isaac.  
D. Their desire to be buried in this cave expressed their faith in God’s promise to give their 

descendants the land of Canaan. 
 
14 After he had buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, he and his brothers, and all 
who had gone up with him.15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, 
they said, “What if Joseph carries a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the 
wrong which we did to him?”  

A. A guilty conscience makes you do and say foolish things. 
B. People will often try to push their issue unto you. 
C. Joseph had already told them he was good, but they weren’t good. 
D. Joseph shows us what forgiveness truly is 
E. Forgiveness  
 What is forgiveness and why do I need it? 
 The word "forgive" means to wipe the slate clean, to pardon, to cancel a debt. 
 Forgiveness is not granted because a person deserves to be forgiven. 
 Forgiveness is an act of love, mercy, and grace. 



 Forgiveness is a decision to not hold something against another person, despite what 
they have done to you. 

 Forgiveness is a decision to not hurt you because you hurt me. 
 Forgiveness is not about forgetting but choosing to not keep bringing it up 

 
 
16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father commanded us before he died, 
saying, 17 ‘You are to say to Joseph, “I beg you, please forgive the transgression of your 
brothers and their sin, for they did you wrong.”’ Now, please forgive the transgression of 
the servants of the God of your father.” And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 
Then his brothers went and fell down before him [in confession]; then they said, “Behold, 
we are your servants (slaves).”  

A. It’s difficult to forgive those who don’t confess 
 

1 John 1:9 (AMP) 
9 If we [freely] admit that we have sinned and confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just [true to His own nature and promises], and will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us continually from all unrighteousness [our wrongdoing, everything not in 
conformity with His will and purpose]. 

 
 
19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? [Vengeance is 
His, not mine.]  

A. Just because you can, doesn’t mean you should 
B. Don’t put yourself in the place of a judge 

Matthew 7:1-2 (AMP) 
1 “Do not judge and criticize and condemn [others unfairly with an attitude of self-
righteous superiority as though assuming the office of a judge], so that you will 
not be judged [unfairly]. 2 For just as you [hypocritically] judge others [when you 
are sinful and unrepentant], so will you be judged; and in accordance with your 
standard of measure [used to pass out judgment], judgment will be measured to 
you.  

 
 
20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring 
about this present outcome, that many people would be kept alive [as they are this day].  

A. God brought good from the brothers’ evil deed, Potiphar’s wife’s false accusation, the 
cup-bearer’s neglect, and seven years of famine.  

B. The experiences in Joseph’s life taught him that God brings good from evil for those who 
trust him.  

C. Do you trust God enough to wait patiently for him to bring good out of bad situations?  
D. You can trust him because, as Joseph learned, God can overrule people’s evil intentions 

to bring about his intended results. 
 



 
21 So now, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and support you and your little ones.” 
So he comforted them [giving them encouragement and hope] and spoke [with kindness] 
to their hearts. 

A. Now that Jacob was dead, the brothers feared revenge from Joseph.  
B. Could he really have forgiven them for selling him into slavery?  
C. But to their surprise, Joseph not only forgave them but also reassured them, offering to 

care for them and their families.  
D. Joseph’s forgiveness was complete.  
E. He demonstrated how God graciously accepts us even though we don’t deserve it.  
F. Because God forgives us even when we have ignored or rejected him, we should 

graciously forgive others. 
G. This is called spiritual maturity 
H. Understanding that everything we go through had to pass through God’s hands before it 

got to us 
I. We cannot allow ourselves to become bitter with people but allow our trials to grow us 

into better people 
 
Death of Joseph 
22 Now Joseph lived in Egypt, he and his father’s household, and Joseph lived a hundred 
and ten years. 23 Joseph saw the third generation of Ephraim’s children; also the children 
of Machir, the son of Manasseh, were born and raised on Joseph’s knees. 24 Joseph said 
to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will surely take care of you and bring you up 
out of this land to the land which He promised to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob [to 
give you].”  

A. Joseph was ready to die.  
B. He had no doubts that God would keep his promise and one day bring the Israelites back 

to their homeland.  
C. What a tremendous example!  
D. The secret of that kind of faith is a lifetime of trusting God.  
E. Your faith is like a muscle—it grows with exercise, gaining strength over time.  
F. After a lifetime of exercising trust, your faith can be as strong as Joseph’s.  
G. Then at your death, you can be confident that God will fulfill all his promises to you and to 

all those faithful to him who may live after you. 
H. This verse sets the stage for what would begin to happen in Exodus and come to 

completion in Joshua.  
I. God was going to make Jacob’s family into a great nation, lead them out of Egypt, and 

bring them into the land he had promised them.  
J. The nation would rely heavily on this promise, and Joseph emphasized his belief that 

God would do what he had promised. 

http://localhost:5001/NLT/02-Exod-001.001-001.022_NLT.xhtml#vs-Exod.1.1
http://localhost:5001/NLT/06-Josh-001.001-001.018_NLT.xhtml#vs-Josh.1.1


 
25 Then Joseph made the sons of Israel (Jacob) swear [an oath], saying, “God will surely 
visit you and take care of you [returning you to Canaan], and [when that happens] you 
shall carry my bones up from here.” 26 So Joseph died, being a hundred and ten years 
old; and they embalmed him and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 

A. The book of Genesis gives us rich descriptions of the lives of many great men and 
women who walked with God.  

B. They sometimes succeeded and often failed.  
C. Yet we learn much by reading the biographies of these people.  
D. Where did they get their motivation and courage?  
E. They got them by realizing God was with them despite their inadequacies.  
F. Knowing this should encourage us to be faithful to God, to rely on him for guidance, and 

to utilize the gifts and abilities he has given us. 
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