
LESSONS ON OBEDIENCE 

LESSON 6: DON'T REJECT GOD'S CALL (BALAAM) 
After completing this lesson, the children will understand how pride gets in the way of 
following God and the plan He has for our lives.  

TOPICS 
Animals, Balaam, Behavior, Deception, Evil, Greed, Hardened Heart, Obedience, Weakness 

AS KIDS ARRIVE (10 minutes) 
Whom Shall We Follow? (Puzzle)  

OPENING PRAYER AND PRAISE (5 minutes) 
  
MEMORY WORK (8 minutes) 
"You reject all who stray from your decrees, for their delusions come to nothing." Psalm 
119:118 NIV 
Before class, write each word of the verse on separate index cards. Make two sets of index 
cards. Say the verse together as a group several times. Divide the kids into two teams and have 
a race to see which team can put the verse in the correct order in the shortest amount of time. 

SCRIPTURE READING AND DISCUSSION (25 minutes) 
Introduction: 
Balak, King of Mohab, knew he couldn't defeat the Israelites as long as God continued to bless 
them. Balak sought the services of a diviner named Balaam, asking him to put a curse on the 
Israelites. God made it clear to Balaam that He would not allow a curse to be placed on the 
Israelites. However, Balaam continually disregards God's decree by asking God three different 
times for permission to curse the Israelites. 

Read Numbers 22:1-20 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Who was Balak? (Balak was the king of Mohab.) 
2. Why did Balak want to curse the Israelites? (The Israelites were too powerful for Balak.) 
3. Who did Balak summon to put a curse on God's people? (A man named Balaam, from the 
city Pethor.) 
4. Did God allow Balaam to curse the Israelites? (No, because the Israelites were God's 
people.) 
 
 
Read Numbers 22:21-41 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Why was God angry with Balaam? (Balaam repeatedly asked God if he could curse the 
Israelites.) 
2. Why didn't Balaam listen to God the first time? (He wanted the riches the King of Mohab 
offered.) 
3. What did the donkey see blocking the road to Mohab? (The angel of the Lord with a drawn 
sword.) 
4, What extraordinary thing did the donkey do? (The donkey spoke to Balaam.) 



 
Read Numbers 23:16-26 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Does God lie, change His mind or make a promise and then not fulfill it? (No, God has none 
of these human characteristics.) 
3. Would God allow divination or evil omens to be used against Israel? (No, God wanted 
everyone to see how He protects His faithful followers.) 

 
Read Numbers 31:16 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Did Balaam listen to God or did he continue to make trouble for the Israelites? (Balaam taught 
Balak how to entice the Israelites to be unfaithful, hoping that God would then remove His 
blessing from them.) 

CLASS EXERCISE (15 minutes) 
Changes, Changes Not (Game)  

APPLICATION (2 minutes) 
In today's lesson Balaam had the opportunity to be used by God. While Balaam's outward 
actions seemed to imply an alliance with God, his heart demonstrated his desire to embrace the 
wages of wickedness. It is dangerous to know God's Will and then disobey it. There are people 
who will tempt us to disregard God and His plans for our lives. It is crucial for Christians to 
immerse themselves in God's Word and prayer to prevent evil outside influences from chipping 
away at the foundation of their faith. 

NEXT WEEK 
Come back next week to see how God uses an unlikely warrior and 300 of his friends to defeat 
a large army. 

CLOSING PRAYER (2 minutes) 
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